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I The Marchesa now made a proposal to Osmond that 
( was truly agreeable, namely, as the attendance of a 

I valet could not be dispensed with by him, to take Mac- 
talla into his service, who, notwithstanding bis sincere 
attachment to her family, wished to extend his ram- 
IUes beyond her domain ; and had besides conceived 
such a partiality for him, he having been the servant ap- 
]Knatea to wait on him, that he felt solicitous to continue 
I in that situation. 
This matter being arranged to the satisfaction of all 
parties, Osmond next availed himself of au opportunity 
that just at this juncture occurred of writing to England. 
His letter was long and explanatory. After entreating 
no time might be lost in writing to the different places 
where there was a chance of Delacour's touching on his 
I return to Europe, he expressed his hopes of hia parents 
having no objection to joining him as soon as possible 
•in Italy, where every thing that filial love and duty could 
dictate for their happiness should be done by him. 
t The Count, as the most likely method he thought he 
could have recourse to for the purpose, endeavoured to 
induce him to protract his stay at Acerenzi, by assuring 
1 him he was positive, if he prolonged it, they should yet 
^^oble to discover who the fair stranger was. Osmond, 
^HHBevcr,remainedinexoi-able(ohi3 eQCrcUle&-,\ivA%\^ii\^ 
^^E>L. II. 
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same time promised not only to visit him speedily but 
often, should he have it in his power. 

At an early hour one morning, ere yet the mists and 
exhalations of early day had disappeared, Oamond, hav- 
ing previously the preceding night taken a most affec- 
tionate leave of his noble and generous friends, C|uitted 
their hospitable mansion on horseback, which mode of 
travelling would better than any other, he conceived, en- 
able him to gratify his curiosity with regard to the sce- 
nery he should travel through ; and attended, besides 
his valet Mactalla, by a little French boy, the eon of a de- 
ceased servant of the Marchesa's, for the purpose of 
guiding a aumpter mule, the road between the castle and 
Naples being extremely bare of accommodat' 
travellers. 

The Count gave him an introductory letter to the 
Duke D'Amalfi, and tried to force a pecuniary obliga- 
tion on him ; but to no purpose ....the manner In which' 
he meant to prosecute his journey, united to the circum- 
stance of his having received his purse back again fronb 
the pirate uudiminished in its contents, making Osmond, 
conceive it absolutely unnecessary for him to incur one 
of the kind. 

'ITie Count, however, differing in opinion from him, 
and Undlng it impossible to prevail on him to do what he 
wished, privately dispatched a messenger with a letter 
to the Duke D'Amalfi, two days preceding his depat 
ture, in which, alter expatiating on the too scrupulou 
delicacy of Osmond with regard to pecuniary matters^ 
he entreated his excellency to have the goodness to ap- 
propriate the sum of twelve hundred poundt, fur which 
he enclosed him an order on his banker in Naples, to thq 
use nf Osmond, in such a way as should induce him tq 
believe it was the produce of wliaievcr Bituatiou he 
might be appointed to. 

With a heavy heart Osmond quitted the castle 
Acererza. Next to his own immediate eonncxiona, 
iTierc were none for whom he entertained so high arc? 
giird as the amiable family he had parted from. 
quid indeed huve considered himself ungrateful i| 
*■ •me, if he had not felt the pan'mgw' " ' "^ 
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after the iunumemWe proofs of csiccm and affcctloa 
} lie haii received from ihvm. 

iGrndually. however, in uU probabilily, ilie saUneas of 
his spirits would have yieldetl to the pleiising hopes he 
entertained ofenjoying, and that at iio very distant perj- 
j od, perhaps, again their suciety, but f»r the despair he 
fel( of ever more beholding Miss Hiiymond, whosu idea, 
I an involuntary rcti-ospect at iIic moment he was quitting 
j il, of the hours he had passed at the castle, had awaken- 
ed in his mind. 

As much ns possible, however, he strove to banish lh» 

feelings this idea gave birth to ; and at length the numc- 

I rous objects of grandeur and beauty that, at the dawn 

bright«itd. swelled on his sight, began to second the ef- 

I forts he made for the purpose. 

The aun was just beginning to gild its stately towers, 

triten he paused to indulge himself with another and a 

tost view of the castle of Acerenza. As he gazed upon 

I its green groves and forests, gently agitated by the breath 

of tnornin^, and resounding with the warblings of inno* 

meralile birds....* Delightful shades !' he involuntarily 

and mentally exclaimed, his heart swelling with grati- 

I tudc and tenderness at the recollections they revived, 

' ever may you continue as now, the bowers of innocence 

' and peace. ...ever may the illustrious owners of the noble 

I pile you shadow.... that mansion where the houseless child 

I of want sues not in vain for admission.. ..where the atran- 

I jer Ends a ready refuge ....ever may they continue in 

possession of the happiness they so eminently merit.' 

Tlien with a lingering adieu to all the beloved and 
tnchanting haunts in which he had passed so many de> 

I' Gghtful hours, he rode on. For some time nothing 
could be more agreeable than his journey. ...the road, for 
fl considerable way after leaving the castle, gently slop- 
ing and winding amongst cliffs covered with aromatic 
I plants and flowers, and tutted with the most beautiful and 
I fragrant shrubs, the exquisite sweetness of which waa 
ctiflused around by a light breeze that swept over the 
> cliiTs ; but as the sun ascended in the horizon, this by dc- 
I gpee«dyingaway,iheheatbecame iutenBe,ai\A^ft?rNMTOi- 
' ing imects that buzzed areund trouV>Ua«tne m fet ti 
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After a long endurance of both, Osmond and his co[m> 
pan ions nt length aliglited, and turning their horses ta| 
teed, sought refuge themselves amidst the embowerin( 
shades, that almost in every direction met the view ; ant 
here Osmond could not but admire the provident car< 
(if nature, who, as if aware of the necessity there was foi 
shelter in such a climate, had, with a profuse hand, scat- 
tered trees and shrubs around, the thickly interwoven fo* 
liage of which denied admission to the sunbeams that ha<t 
brought them toperft^cttDn, like to favourites, as Shakes- 
penre beautifully s 

AgiiiUllhe power 

Osmond having taken possession of a delightfully sit* 
ui'ted arbour, composed of orange, apiry myrtle, and le- 
mon, surrounded by tufts of almond-trees, with a beau- 
tiful grove in the rear, nnd a line meadow in front, stiQ 
inoisi and verdant, notwithstanding the vertical sun thai 
darted on it, in consequence of a fine clear rivulet that me- 
andered through the soilto a distant pile of rocks, dowit 
which it fell, checking and preventing the sweets of thq 
surrounding blossoms from iMringtoo potent, a basket 
provisions was unpacked for hia breakfast. 

Completely screened in his enbowered retreat froin 
the sun, he enjoyed the contemplation of the effect it pro- 
duced around. Flocks and herds were seen in ever^' dw 
rcction languidly ruminating in the shade ; and shepherds 
stretched beneath the expansive houghs of chesnut-treeaf 
enjoying their leafy covert with a degree of luxurious i 
dulgencc peculiar to the Italians, and for which thej- ; 
remarked for enjoying the serenily and genial warmth of 
(heir climate. 

As soon as they had breakfasted, Muctalla and the 
French boj' lay down to repose ; but the mind of Osmond 
was too busily employed In reviewing the past and antii 
ciputlng the future, to permit him to follow their exatn^ 
pie. Absorded in reflection, he literally took no note ol 
time, till the awaking of Mactalla, when, looking at ha 
watch, he found the sultry hours of noon were over, am 
' t^^ '^^y H'is/ied to get in at an early hour to the plact 
f they were to rest fo^thcmg!ft^w^^i^'ftvl£^\•,iTO^ 
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t> lonesomeoeaa of the roads, he underatood it wai cs- 
■aentinl to their safety to do, they had no further time to 
lose. 

Accordingly, he qiiiclcly remounted, and soon after 
found himself id a road bounded on one side by * river 
md OD the other by apparcnil)' tm^ieiictrable woods ; on 
ibe opposite side of the river, and extending along it^ 
rose stupendous mountains, many of ihem covered with 
avflll forests of pine and larch, and others interspersed 
«nd rendered rugged with rocks and precipices, in many 
[daces projecting far, and glooming upon the water bc- 
Dcath. 

The sun by this time sinking in the west, threw a warm 
glow over this wild tract, a crimson tint upon its rocks 
aod jutting cliffa, that heightened in sublimity ; to which 
the richly coloured clouds that lightly floated over it, 
trimsiently veiling the bright azure of the heavens, added 
Rot H litde. Altogether it was a scene calculated to awalc- 
eo the enthusiasm of a devotee of Nature's : and by de—t 
grees the feeling it inspired Osmond with, so completely 
^norbed him, as to interrupt the conviction which he had 
from time to time carried on in the course of the day 
with his attendant Mactalla, whom he found at once in-, 
lelligent and entertaining, and well acquainted with th»' 
road they were travelling. 

But soon the attention of Osmond became entirely 
engrossed by a village at the foot of the mountains, and 
ctaaintGterized by an air of the most chilling desolation. 
Nothing animate was visible cither in or about it, and up 
to the very doors of the houses the paths were choaked 
with weeds and grass. 

* Ah Signor,' cried Mactalla, gently riding up to him 
on perceiving the earnestness with which he regarded 
this dreary spot, ' I see you are surprised by the stillness 
and loneUnes^ of that place,' pointing across the water 
witb his whip. 

* I am indeed,' replied Osmond ; ' pray to what may 
that stillness and loneliness be owing ?' 

' Faith, Signor, to a very sufficient causCoto its hav- 
inhabjtasis.' 

A 2 
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No inhabitants !' in accents of surpri&e, repeated h'M 
master. 

' That I know of,' rejoined Mactalla, ' except it be i 
stray sheep gr a goat frum the moimtaiDS. 

' It appears to be a beautiful spot,' said OEinond, el<k 
vating his eyes from its neat cottages, many of then 
mantled over iviih rosea and honeysuckles, literally dea 
tined to waste their sweetness on the desert air, and da 
tached from one another by clumps of shadowing trees t^ 
thethickly-woodedheigiits that towered sublimely abovi 
it. 

' And was once well peopled. Ah many and many ii 
the merry hour I have passed in it.' 

' Indeed !' And pray to what circumstance is its pre 
sent desertion owing .'' 

IVlactalla shrugged his shoulders.-.' Ah Signor, to i 
melancholy one. Do yon perceive that tomb of blad 
marble," again pointing with his whip across the rivci 
' with cypresses overhanging it, and a greyish ani 
pointed cliif rising like a pyramid above it J' ' 1 do, 
answered Osmond. 

' Well, Signor, that tomb, in the couise of one dap 
received all the inhabitants of Tessino,' 

' Heavens I what a mortality must have prevail) 
amongst them !' exclaimed Osmond. 

' A mortiiliiy ! Ah Signor, but I'll tell you all about 
11 have no objection to a melancholy st<jry.' 

i Not the least, if you have none to tell one.' 

F Oh not the smallest i merry or sad 'tia all one to ra 
scdto keep the jVlarchesa's people alive and merr] 
h my atories.' 

I Wliat ! your dismal ones V asked Osmand, half smil 

I Yes, Signor ; for a dismal one always led to a merry 

; when I had lowered their spirits, the least I coul< 

V was to raise them again. I had always soma 

pg pleasant to tell them of my own country, htlle Ire 

i i l.ow the lads at the patteitis there, after drinkin 

Ingly together for hours, would sally forth to bang or 

Vr fur nothing at all but the honour of the thin^ 

f of their different counties ; and then, afie 
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anusing tbenuelves at this sport for hnlf un liour or to 
return quietly to their booths, a3 good (ncnJi as ever 
with one anutliCT.' 

' I siie you have not forgotten your native country,' 
tried Osmond. 

' No, Sigiior i my poor father was too fond of talking 
of il, to let me do B0....but to the story I promised to teU 
vau. About two years ago, the Marchess Morati, and 
lier husband the late Marchesc, went to pay a visit to a 
friend residing aoiong the most distant of die mountains 
■on the opposite shore. Returning from this to their 
castle, they got benighted and bewildered amongst those 
tremendous ones, immediately in the neighbourhood of 
Tcssino. Whilst endeavouring to regain their road, 
they fancied they heard dreadful shrieks mingling with 
the cold blast that blew around them.... and the next 
morning proved they were not mistaken; for the first 
news they heard on rising was, tliat »ll the inhabitants of 
Teasino had been murdered the preceding night; and 
doubtless both ihey and their attendants would also have 
been dispatched, had they then been discovered in its 

(' [hbourhood, which, seeing that all the party wer« not 
ups too well prepared for a journey to the other 
fa, might not have proved a very agreeable circum- 
W tu the feelings of some of them.' 
K^ood heavens !' exclaimed Osmond, witli horror in 
look and accent, ' to what was so dreadful a catastro- 
phe owing." 

' You shall hear, Signor. A lad of the nameofFelis- 
co^anative of Tessino, the son of a shepherd, and one 
himself, was employed by a wealthy farmer, residing 
amongst those mountains, to keep sheep fur him. At 
ao great distance from the pjaoe where his flock fed, was 
rather n well frequented road i and opportunities thus 
afibrtled Felisco of witnessing the depredations and sav- 
acts of cruelty commiited on travellers by a desperate 
J of robbers, who fourid shelter in a forest hard by. 
^t he was terribly frightened whenever any of them 
t to his way, which was often the ease ; but at 
t. Ending they never attempted to injure or molest 
n any manner, he by degrees came to think no more 
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them than if they had been so many of the innoc 
sheep he' tended ; and at length suffered them to scrap 
kind of acquaintance with him, but remained deaf to 
the arguments they used, the Captain in particular.... 
Fclisco was a stout active lad, and the rogue kneWthe 
fore would be an acquisition to his troop..v.to try i 
prevail on him to forsake his mean and tiresome emplo 
ment of keeping sheep, as they chose to call it, and p 
himself in the way of obtaining fame and riches by joi 
log them. 

* It happened one morning that he and his mash 
went to a neighbouring town to sell some sheep, j 
man, who had come thither to purchase provisions, wi 
in consequence of his suspicious appearance, taken ti 
and exposed to view in the market-place, and a large n 
ward offered to any one who could prove whether or m 
he belonged to a troop of banditti in the neighbourhooi 
by whom the son of a man of considerable consequent 
and fortune had been lately murdered. Amongst tl 
rest, Fclisco took a peep at the stranger ; and notwid 
standing his being disguised, instantly recognized la hil 
his acquaintance, the captain of the robbers. 

Doubtful how to act, he immediately took his mas^ 
aside, and imparted the discovery to him, who, being 
little more knowing than he was, hesitated not to taf 
advantage of it, by directly going to a magistrate to ide 
lily the stranger, and thus secure the reward promis< 
to the person who did so. 

' That Felisco, however, had the best right to tfc 
was well known, which the magistrate at length le«rnin 
he insisted on its being divided with him ; and aftei 
wards employed him as a guide to the troops that wt 
sent out iu quest of the rest of the banditti. With thi 
grand retreat, however, Felisco was unacquainted ( bu 
notwithstanding, several of them were taken through 
means, and together with their leader, executed ; al 
which llie magistrate, fearful that it would not be safe 
bim to remain in his old neighbourhood, sent him pri 
yalely, and under his special protection, from it. 
^^ ' The result proved his apprehensions well foundet 
Mhr^ui-virors of the giuig, wei Voii^&c'uOM;a^ii3i\v« 
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I purpose, as one of them aficrwarda conroasctT, 
avenging theinselvea on him, lor the loss of so ma- 
ny bi ave comrades, came to tlie horrid rusolutinn of d<s 
stroying all his fncnda and relations in Tcssino...,a reso- 
liUioa which they carried into eifect. descending from 
their hiding- places in the mountains to the village, at the 
dead hour of midnight, when all the poor inhabitants 
were buried in repose after the fatigues of the day.... 
Blessed St. Benedict! whalhorrid sights did it present the 
next morning ! But I'll not shock you, Signor, by dwcl- 
ting on these. Suffice it to say the remains of the poor 
massacred inhabitants were all quietly laid in one grave, 
and ever since the village of Tcssino has been truly a 
deserted one. They say the houses are soon to be pul- 
led down, and a monastery erected ow dicir scite, by 
WM «1" an asylum for travellers benighted amongst the 
desolate mauutuins in this quarter, and where daily pray- 
er* are to be offered up for the souls of those who so rai- 
Knibly perished. Considering the grandeur and lonelt- 
Dcss of the situation, T don't think, Signor, a better could 
be Gxed on for a religious edifice.' 

To the justness of this observation Osmond assented 
by a slight inclination ofhia head : and now the sun dis- 
appearing from the horizon, the wavering woods, and 
rocks, and mountum tops, 'that long retained the ascending 
gloom, were beginning to be involved m the gloom of 
oighu—a gloom rendered more impressive by the terrific 
grandeur or rather wildness of the surroimding scenery ; 
and a rising wind, that now howled dismally through the 
clefts of the mountains, now swept in hollow gusts over 
the tall forests that hung upon their sides. 

' I am much mistaken,' cried Mactalla, after a short 
interval of silence, ' if a storm be not coming on. Thc- 
clouda looked threatening as the sun disappeared ; and 
fee, Signor, how vainly the moon strives to make her ap- 
pearance. I hope we may reach the place where we are 
to put up for the night before it begins ; for it won't be 
the most agreeable thing in the world to be overtaken by 
ikm; here. Ah, commend me to the roads of litde Ire- 
I bfBdj where, if a person be suFpriaed by a sXnr£^^'&v«^ 
mm^ways a snug inn at Jiand to thrust t\ve.\x Vei.i.^Vw.u. 




■^ to aOend to tlK d 

' HoLf Si^uof'f tboQ^i ft ^wc ■^^■oor i 
bim> We were Taj mim«e ; ndecd I ■ 
of ftitttcbbip sataastcd hccwea m. Somk 
Unfintriutbe did: far merman 1 
dnt I thtak he had beorr oat bn>« bad okMlr k 
buay ; Ibr as a shaking wxter thai has a faol b 
foidcn it madth-, so djsoulMiig such ktkt i 
them more mischierous.* 

' Nay. my friend, 'us a duty we owe ta w 
wtckcdom to punishmeoi wheaev<ET wc hare d 
He that would neglect to avail hioasclf of an of 
to do so, would justly be comtdend ia the £ 
acceuary to ibc crimes of those be thus & 
cape.' 

' 1 «tanJ corrected, Stgnor,' returned 7 
«eiii« of submission. 

Osmond now inquired whether they were sliQ far Hf '. 
tant from the hamlet where they purposed resting for d ~ 
night t 

* A* it is now too dark for me to see about t 
plied Maclalla, ' if 1 knew how many miles we had comq 
I could r«solve that question. Pray, Signer, is it p 
bic to calculate distance by lime .'• 

' Certainly,' answered his master. 

* May it please youthen, Signor, to makeup the 
her of miles you think wc have come, from three o'clocl| 
this morning down to the present hour, which I take U 
be about ten, from the time that has elapsed since 
heard a vesper bell.' 

' We had much better push on than waste time in ti_ 

ing to calculate how far we have come ; for I now perJ 

fectly agree with you in thinking that a storm is athand.*] 

They accordingly pushed forward, but, to their great 

^BSrC(U7, were ^ilmost every five TCvVnu'UA q\£\^c&v>^OU 
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Kr speedi owin^ ta ihe link French boy, who in 
tried to mabi his mule keep up with thrir horaca, 
ptrpecuulty exclaiming uailer the tcmfyitig iipjirclirnsion 
fif being left hehind, ' Au voUur! au voh-ur ! ua vo/eur ." 
M«xdani4tion that, noiwitli&tjnding Muctalla'ssitlicita- 
tians to the contrary, Osmond could uot avoid attend- 
ing to. 

' Long threatening cornea at last,' cried Mactallu, on 
feeling somt; heavy drops of rain fall upon his face, ac- 
companied by vivid flashes of lightning and tremendous 
bunts of thunder. 

* We must get on as fast as we can,' said Osmond ; 
* fiir I am pretty well convinced this sioi-m will not soon 

* Ah, you were right. Signer, to say as fast as we can, 
which by the Powers won't be very feat, for this beast (al- 
luding to the mule, which, for some time past, he had 
been stationed by, in order to tr}' and get it forward) is 
to the full as stubborn, I'll be sworn, as any of her gene- 
ration ever were. By the Lord, 1 might justaa well 
beat one of the trees as beat her.* 

* Well, my friend,' cried Osmond, ' we must only 
have the greater patience.' 

In a short time the storm became so violent, that it 
was utterly impossible for them to proceed. They ac- 
cordingly alighted, und leading their affrighted horses, 
sought shelter from its violence at the entrance of ■ wood 
that skirted the road. 

' By St. Benedict,' cried Mactalla, as they slowly 
made their way into it, and the blue lightning quivered 
round their heads, ' one might almost be tempted to 
tbmk the end of the world at hand ; for such fire and 
brimstone as this was never, I believe, seen or flmelt*be- 
fore : but courage,* he continued, on their arriving be- 
Rcatb the foliage of some tall and interwoven trees, mat- 
led together in wild luxuriance; ' let me tell you, Sig- 
ner, both man and beast might be worse off than here.' 

The shelter they had obtained was, ho^vever, but par- 
tfail. The rain fell in torrents, and was frequently blawa 
'^fetoa bv sudden squalls ot w'ltid, 'nt\4 ■«V\<?ft 'J^a* 
'^ghtful violence. 0:ie Ireta McfwA^^'Wf' 
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■the tumultuous heavtngs of which, as agitated by I 
wind, now resembled the roaring and breaking of wai 
upon a rocky coast—.now the doteful shrieking of i 
quiet spirits. 

' I should not much like to be alone !n this disi 
place,' said Mactalla, getting closer to his master, * Kt 
have heard that ghosts, like witches, ride upon the win 
though to be sure none but such as had very bad quarti 
at home would venture out such a night as this.' 

' And why not ! seeing no blast that blew could injt 
them, being but airy nothing themselves.' 

' Holy St. Benedict ! you believe in ihem then ?• 

* No, I have not said I did. I have only spoken 
ihem in the light in which tliey are regarded by those M 
do. ...but hark ! methinka I hear the trampling of horse 

Mactalla instantly became silent, and both listened 
tentively, but without hearing aught for a few mint] 
but the raging of the wind in the wood. They li 
clearly distinguished the clattering of horses' hoofs, | 
cumpanied by a confused murmur of mens' voices. 

' Signor,' cried Mactalla, in a whispering tone, ■ 
BUddenly pressing the arm of Osmond, ' let us be ci 
tious ; for I should not be in the least surprised if the a 
we hear were a troop of banditti. Holy St. Beued 
take us into his keeping, and get us safely through i 
perils and dan gers of this night !' 

Osmond who did not by any means think his conj 

ture erroneous, now in his turn reminded him of the n 

cessity of silence. The wind again rising, prevent 

their hearing for snme minutes any other sounds th 

those that it occasioned. On its subsiding, they we 

Startled by hearing the horses near the thicket which slM 

Ted them, and a hoarse voice at the entrance exclaii 

,...' Ho, here appears to be a spot that will afford shi 

to ourselves and beasts ; let us alight, and get out' 

lis d....mnd storm, which has given me a great 
drenching than I ever got before.' 

This speech induced Osmond and his compamona 
change their quarters. On advancing a little farther ii 
the wood, ihey again paused, for the purpose of listen] 

the conversation uf tliose who had obliged them 
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fve, and which io a few minucca coaviaccil thtm tUey 
¥ not vrrong ia thttr surroisi^s respecting Uiem> ^ 

omplained of their ill luck, in not having met 
kthe booty they expectt-d that night. 
^Tui ihe night is not yet over,' observed one of the 
j^j ' and hefore it is we may be more fortunate ; so 
1 of any longer railing or lamenting, let us endea- , 
_ jf to do something to make ourselves comfortable. 
Miac, stir ahout, lads, and try to get something together . 
to make b Ere.' 

s order being obeyed, a quantity of faggots waa 
tpcedily collected, and a light being struck, a fire wu 
^ kindled, round which the party ranged themselves. The 
Itrong glare which the flunie, as it spread, cast aroimd 
diem, perm i tied Osmond, on his cautiously advancing a 
few paces for the purpoae, to view their countenances, 
n which nothing could be conceived more illustrative 
of their profession; cunning and ferocity were imprest on 
every feature, and an additional fierceness given to their 
aspects by their savage Btj'te of dress. Notwithstanding 
dte disappointment they spoke of, and the weather, they 
mpeared in high spirits ; but, like their appearance, their 
lotnli waa of the roughest nature. 

' Tivoli,' cried one of them, who by his ordering, teem- 
_| ed to have some authority over the rest, ' what provisions 
" hayc you got i' 

* tint little, if any,' grumbled out a rough sullen haas 

»IMCC, ' as you might know, if you gave yourself time to 

7 tcBect; for many hands make light work.' 

* * True, true,' assented the other j * I might have 

" ftaomi, as you say, that we can't eat our cake and have 

" it; but produce us what you have, and like an honest lad 

•1 you are, try if you can't rummage us out a flask of 

viae..-. it will help to warm us. I am devilish hungry, 

"^ Iiowever, let me tell you.' 

■ Wine being produced, the ruffians became still more ' 
^Bn^and argumcnutive than they had before been. 
^^^Bb, holy St. Benedict '.' at length softly exclaimed 
^^^^bllB, in his master's ear, ' what will become of us f 
^^^Bust in heaven,' returned Osmond, in the same low 
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' * Hotin, Tivoli,' vociferated h< who appeared to he 
die leader of this linml of villaiiw, ' I any TiviJi, I'fl U 
d<~mnd, if you doiA repUiiiaii ihc fire, it we shan't MOB 
be withooi a spvli, whicli, seeing there in nn pruspect at 
the weather snoticU-anng, would not be over agrcrable.* 

After .1 puu^ic, I'ivoli replied....* ^^'hy I cou find no . 
more fuggois.' 

' By (he head of our fralcmily,' cried the other, ' biu 
thiit h a goud joke. I trow if you can see the wood for 
trees. Here, nunixbuU, tnkc this brand and search abouti 
dive deeper imo the wood, and I'll warrant me you'll 
have soin(;diing more than ymir pains for your trouble' 

* I'Ubcar him company,' said another, starting; up, Bad 
a]>n snatching a brand from the fire, the strong Blare of 
which falling full ii]>on his features, permitted Osmond 
and Maclalla to huve a full view of them, which the Ia^ 
ter no sooner had, ihun starting back....' Oh, holy St. Be* 
nedict !' crossing himself, and io an under tone, he ex- 
claimed, * who could have thought of such a thing I but 
that man'a being here is wgndcrful.' 

' What man ?' demanded Osmond, with involuntary 
(|uickne«s, but also in n low voice. 

* Don't quL'stion me now, Signor i I am too much flui' 
tied to be able to answer you.' 

' Dive deep into the wood, hds, and you'll he certi^ii 
of getting plenty of fuel,' again vociferated the leader [] 
' wclack comfort much i so let us at least have that of 
go* fire.' 

1 he men advanced in the direction In which Osmond' 
and his companions were. The former kept a wutchfr 
rye upon them, and as they gradually advanced, gradui 
ly retreated. The little French boy was here as troubl 
some as he had proved on the road.. ..his attention bcii 
so engrossed by the banditti, that he cominually sufTeri 
Osmond and Mactalla to gtt the start of him, and tfa( 
bis fears rciuming, obliged them, Ly stjme \ehenj' 
though not loud exclamation, to n'lracc their way ' 
ior him. 
. At length Osmond, in consequence of hearing 
Ata/f <vhu had been sent to gadier v cod, suddkl 
^^Kto listen, bc)[an to fear tlte boy h;id been ov 
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a l>ar in which he was Bliorily confirmed by heaving one 
of thctn exclaim....' Aye, aye, d....inn....tioi>, ivlut can • 
ithcJ' 

He paused no longer, but driving the boy before 
him, stiipt not aoain until) with his companions, h« found 
himself in a small opening umoiig»t some thickets, on tliu 
edge of a rapid river. Owing to the remntcncss of llii? 
spot from the place where they had left the banditti, hn 
conceived they could not (tnd a better one to stop in. 
At nU events, they hud no other alternative than cilher to 
do ao, or rttrucethe way they hadcoine, thu thickets that 
extended on cidier side appealing absolutely uupcni;- 
irable, 

' Yen, yes,' said Mactnlla, replying to >vhat he said 
ontlie subject,' wc arc here, I think, perfectly sate, bles- 
sed he g<K)d Si. Benedict fnr liis attention la my prayers. 
The moment I set my fool in the town of Cawino, where 
stjinds hia own convent, founded by hi insclf, 1 shall take 
care to mnkc him a return, and that of no trifling naturo 
cither, for his goodness on this occasion. Ves, yes, hu 
bhati find I have a proper sense of gratitude for his pro- 
tection of ua this night.' 

Osmond could not forbear smiling ut the simplicity of 
hia ailcndntil, although by no means at ease in his own 
mind....his uncertainty of the direction the banditti might 
pursue not permitting him to be without some apprehen- 
fi on still ui their being discovered. It nowoccuredto 
him til inquire whether Mnctalla ImJ put away any wea- 
pons of defence for them-' and to his grcHt vexation wa> 
answered in the negative; for his great omi^^ion in not 
doing which, Mnctalla implored his forgivenem, and ac- 
cmintcd for by dtclmng he was so agitated between joy 
nnd uriif ;it quitting Acercn/.a, that he scarce knew wW 

i'f the storm had by this time much nbat- 
11 was nenrly over, the wind had sunk into b 
h.i '- IF iimr, and at intervals the moon showed her 

^^b f.io-, us on that nad night, ' when Arindal th.a 
^^Hty fell, when D:mra tlic lovely failed, fair as the 
^^^Lapthe hills of Pura, white as the (lit^^,.jui0W|, 
^^^^B^^ breathing gale* 
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I ' 'Hie wcmhtr dean »o fiui,' uid Mioalla, tifli 
ma ■n<l nrnfound niUiKc. ' that 1 dan u]r iIm mm 
Eriir»(H>n Icitvc the coQti clcir to lu ngnin.* 
L ' Till ihc rciuin ul ihc morning, howrver, I thU 
■titer (or u» U) icmuii) wIkiv wc now ue.' ubMrvtd { 
Eond. 

L'Auurrdly, Bignori but,' iUrlinp:, ami l>>*ing 
bnil upon hia iiiMUr't arm, ' ttlcwiieil 8i. HcncSll 
■ there not uimeiliing ruttling amuriKU the Ueet I' 
1 0*niiiiiil liiirnitl fur n lew inliiutrt nticmtvtl 
■En.».* 'lis I ml ill e hunra inovinQ,* cried he i 'lei 
■|>Wev«r, lie kilenl, lc«l tn viitiii)' be ncaier iliun we i| 

Hnc' 

w 'Ihe lilenro he enjoined wm aonn huwcver, Inui.. 
bby lli« hoy (wlm, with the readcioncM twcuJlMr lo 
me, had wHtidcird away lo a diwaticc) cxrlniming ' 
E if in ilic grL-mcki ngon) „„' 1 am killed < 1 bi 

I Oamnnd flew lo hia auiatnncr, imd raiains him fr 

k i^iiufid, en nhich lie fuund him extended, enquii 

Miiil hud liu[i|icnrd ! 

r > Oh iiiaiUT, manlcr. said or radicr roared the b 

Mnc rif my legx ia Rurclv broke, fur the mule 1im Q 

Lt>n lu* 

E* Hy St. llenedict, I wikh,' cried Mnctallu, who folk 

P etoac upuii the Xepa ol hli inualer, ' thai it wua yi 

■■d ahe Imd ;;i>t under her fool, and that ahe had kep 

Eerc till the day i>t judBrociit.' 

I Oamond having anliaiird himirlFlhat the leg waa i 

liutured, endetivuurcd lo ailenie the liuy, and at li 

ppuuh nut widiout much diHicultv, aurcectlcd. 

f* A pmily thing, you little urchin,' prcfcecded Mact 

K ' ii, thnmjth vour ■(|uallli)g, any mim hicf ahtiidd I 

p UB, Uy the Lord I have a great mind to make b 

BU and your niuir pay thia inKtani for nil the vogor 

Bn have bodi been going on with ever since you ' 

bertn/.a. Signnr, ilo you think ho euuld ptiaalhly h 

mtn heard liy the rulliann J' 

W* 1 hope not,' replied Osmond. 
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' You hKouM return tliHnkii, to Heaven (at it,' rejoin- 
ed hii matter. 

' So I do, Signnr, &n I do ; Ueaned be the name oFSt. 
Dencdict for liU kindness to us.' 

' Ayi', aye, you have reason indeed to be thankful to 
him for hi» kindne«a in throwing you into our jjowcr,' 
exclaimed a honrse voice lit the mnmcnt, immcdintcly 
behind him ( and at the name inalaut he felt his arms 
Bcizcd, M were uUu those of Osmond. 

Their fceliiiga on the occasion at finding thcmoelve* 
BurpriHed by the viUains they flattered themselves they 
had «ca[ied from, may easier be conceived than dc- 
KCrjbcd. 

Osmond, however, speedily collecting himsell', 
mtule an cfTtirt to reg lin their litjerty, but an unnuccess- 
ful one, hy ofTeiing tu surrender iiiiletty all they were 
pohse^iedof at the imimint, Tur the jiuiposc. He and 
MactaIIa;vcre forced to mouni tlieir own horses, not how- 
ever wiihnut much resi«ancq on thir part of the hitter.... 
he stiinipud, stoiined, begged, prayed, but :itl to no pur- 
pose. 

* Tlicrc's no use in praying to us,' cried one of the 
gang t ' what's become of your fiiend St. Uenediet, that 
you should leave iitT lining so to lilm '* 

' Hii, lu. Monsieur Frenchinnn,' cxcl.ii.ncd another of 
llie party,' 'tis to you we lire iiulehted for (hit '^ prize. 
Tivoli, lel'ii see what his mute li loaded with:* 

Tivoli obeyed. 'ITn; provisions be produced were 
eagerly devoured. They then remounted, diivhglu be- 
ginning to .ippcnr, and, with Osmond and ftinctalla in 
Uie centre, set oft' at a amurt pace. 

After pursuing some time the ro;id their prisoners had 
deviated fiuui, in order to obtain shelter from the storm, 
rticy struck into a deep foreat, which they continued to 
traverse for a considerable period, in the most zig-zag 
manner imaginable, making openings for thuinieWea 
through apparently impenetrable thickets, by the remonl 
of matted boughs, which they ttill replaced, not only 
with astonishing dexterity, hut fto U to deceive the 
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CHAP. 11. 



II the rnrcit, thick witK bcfch il tloo<t, 
of human feci, or tricki of beatlt Wtie W 



r 

^^K OSMOND, who possesaed in an eminent d , 

^^^ttrce that cool and sicudy rourngc which keeps the min 
^HKoUected i» the hour ot* danger, could not but admire dl 
^^^fcgenuiiy they displayed in the melhods they had t 
course to to prevent pursuit. 

Their not having put him and his companions imm 
^lately to death, induced him to believe it was not the 
"Stentioii to do so ; but either to sell them to slavery ; 
me foreign land, or keep them in a state of scrvitud 
IDD themselves. 
. This idea induced him to take as much notice as pel 
flihie of the labyrinths they travelled, that in case 1 
should be fortunate enough to succeed in making his a 
cape, he might not be altogether destitute of a clue I 

■guide him ihrougli them. 
I At length, rnierging from the ' close dungec 
Eumerq^iB boughs,' through which they had so long bet 
lUrsuing their way, Osmond beheld a rude lawn, tei 
nsted by a narrow but rapid river, on the opposite b 
of which aiiist the massy walls of an immense fabri 
surmounted by tremendous heights, bespread wiihwoc 
lAlld exhibiting a scene of solemn grandeur, rendered si 
impressive by the decaying appearance of the p 
com man ded.... for att the dawn was by this time si 
Jently advanced to permit objects to be dislingiiisht 
Ismond could perceive that many of its proudly-swe 
a and receding towers were green with the moss 

;vciid of its turrets and strongholds shattere 
d crumbling away. 

^ a (to use the words of a celebrated author) v 
m the 'wounds of a defaced soldier with moi 
1 we do u§oi) the most exact prtt|^ 
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Bin beautiful wucnan. ao in all probnbility this mngnifi- 
J tent structure iiiBpired Osmond wiiii greater atliniraiioo 
I as well as awc.nowin the wttncof its days, than it would 
I have dune in all tts pride and glory. 
J The pleasure, however, the contemplation of it sflbrd* 

Itd him was as transient as involuntary. The dreadful 
purposes to which there was reason to suppose it now 
devoted ....the idea of the equally dreadful fate that per- 
I haps awaited him and his companions within it.... for he 
I speedily learned that this was the retreat <jt the bandit- 
I tl.u.madc him preacndy view it with horror. 

I' On reaehing the river, the ruffians slopt, and a bugle 
being sounded by one of them, a draw-brid;jc was quick- 
ly let down, which crossing, they entered upon h deep 
vaulted passage, guarded at each end by a heavy portal 
I of iron and wood, and &tiU furdier defended by towers. 
On quitting this, they alighted, and proceeded on foot 
through a succession of glooiny courts, encompassed by 
^ mouldering buildings, to a hall of vast msgnitude, light- 
I eel by n large tire and several immense lamps, with flam- 
I iiig burners, suspended from the cieling, and which alto* 
f gcther, from its numerous arcades, its double row of 
I pointed windows, divided by spacious galleries, the state* 
I ly pillnrs that supported its ponderous and richly •fretted 
roof, and the various outlets by means of small gothic 
door* that appeared iimong these, strongly resembled the 
interior of a cathedral. At the upper end was a large 
tabic, which two men were busied in spreading for au 
entertainment. Of these one of the ruffians demanded 
whether the Captain and hi* paity were yet retinned f 
and on being answered in the negative, he and his com- 
panions immediately withdrew, m rude and clamorous 
nmfusion, lo exchange their wet clothes for dry ones, ' 
Imving Osmond and Mactalia to their own cogitations. 
No sooner had they withdrawn, than Osmond, anx- 
ious to mitigate the terror which his countenance evinc- 
" h» entertaining for their personal safety, by imparling 
he conjectures he had formed with regard to the 
IS of the banditti concerning them, tnrned eager- 
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his attentioQ, he saw ii rivetted upon an opposite an 
half-open door, at wliich a beckoning hand was just v 
flible, and wliidi at last he approached, but with seemig 
reluctance, and instantly after disappeared. 

This incident gave birth to a more unpleasing sen* 

tion in the miod of Osmond than any he had before el 

pcricnced. When he reflected, however, on the leng 

of time iMuctalla had been in the service of his no! 

friends at Acercnza, and the high character they h 

given him, the suspicion it awakened of his integrity^ 

done away, iind in its pUice the possibihty there was 

B having recognized among the banditti some perw 

1 he had formerly known, suggested itself to him. 

I idea that gained strcngiii, on iiis recalling to bis 

tdlection the surprise he h^id suddenly given indicatii 

T experiencing in the wood. But that any good \ 

';dy to accrue from this circumstance, Osmond co 

KFCcly flatter himself, in consequence of his coaceivti 

Btcarcely possible that any one but a mind incapable ( 

Igcncrotis action, could be the associate of such wretcbe 

Efi^rassed by fatigue and agitation, he threw himsc 

^ a bench near the (ire. But neither fatigue nor agtli 

ID prevented hia making vigorous efforts to keep hin 

f from sinking into utter d('3piiir....elfurt3, howeve 

lich the uninterrupted leisure he now had to reflect a 

m situation, would hardly have permitted to be succea 

i, but for the firm reliance he had on Providence. 

I The shock occasioned by the change in it was heigh 

mcd by the sudden manner in which that change ha 

n place....the anguish it inspired by the contrast 1: 

cnuld not help drawing between what it now was i 

had been. 

Oh where were now the pleasing hopes, the delightfi 
viUooii he had indulged in with almost a ceitainty of se^ 
ing them realized ! Gone, lost, dispersed, without leav 
ing aught bcliind but their aggravating rcmembranci 
Yes, the recollection of depiiited joys, like a gloom 
ghost, orrihcra malicious fiend, heightened the hor 
rora of his prenent situation, by forcing him to CDDtrai 
(hem with p;iat pleasures. 
_ wlc Jcngili, from die conumptatioo of what he cotd 
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, I UQC tnelioraie, he tried to detach lib thoughts, by sut> 

IvcyiDg the spacious apartment in which he I'oiiiul him' 
The imposing grandeur of its appearance was well 
.1 niculaied to do this, by bringing to his recollection the 
,1 days of other years, when doubtless tar other loutids 
:l Ami now prevailed within it, awoke its echoes. 
jf ' How humbled is now this proud edifice !* he mental- 
,1 ly exclaimed, ' how degraded its honours ! What a sad- 
^\ tlening conviction does its ultcrt^d state alTnrd, of the 
gl fluctuating nature of all sublunary things! Its towers 
_i no longer yielding repose to the weary traveller.... ha 
.,| thambers security or p^acc... clamour and intcmperence 
„| presiding at its banquets..., and violence stalking round 
ij' ita dreary walls !' 

(ll The sound of a bugle from without interrupted his me- 
j-l ditations....asound which quickly and in tumultuous dis- 
,~l ' order brought hack most of the party that had made him 

I prisoner. They passed with quickness through the hall 
(0 meet the new comers, consisting of their Captain and 
KTcral comrades without, and with whom they speedily 
,.. returned, together with two females and a genUeman, 
r I who hadjust fallen into their hands. 
n To describe what Osmond felt at this moment, at bc- 
,., holding females in the power of such ruffians, is impos- 

(siUe. How much more so, therefore, to describe what 
he suffered, when, owing to the accidental falling back of 
her veil, he discovered, in the features of one of these 
unhappy ladies, the enchanting features of Misa Ray- 
mond ! 
For a minute horror suspended alt his faculties..., 
j Tlleiin..' Oh, could it be, was it possible, in agony 
I hs aalced himself, ' that she, whose beauty was sulTicient 
I to make an anchorite almost forget his vows, was she 
in-the power of u lawjp ss banditti !' 

From an attitude of deep despondence he was at 
length roused by the fainting of her mother (as he took 
it lor granted the other lady was,) on the seat which had 
been pointed out to her on entering the hall. He instantly 
ward, forgetful, in hla ea^^leuto't«w^t'sl^■ 
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iatance, of ihe effect which his sudden and unexpec 
cd appearance might perhaps have upon MissRaymon 

On his approach, she lifted her eyes from the inu 
mate form ol her mother, and meeting his, started bac 
with a look that seemed to aay she was douhtful at t 
moment of the evidence of her senses. Then, in a trera 
ling, an agitated voice....' Gracious Heavens,' she e 
claimed, ' do I really behold Mr. Munrof Has he th 
been as unfortunate as we are ?' 

An expressive look was the only way in which C 
mond was capable of replying at the moment to lliisqu 
tion. 

Miss Raymond now appearing to recollect herscU 
little, replaced her arm under the head of her moth* 
and removed the veil with which, like herself, sheal 
was covered, to give her air ; whilst OBmond regaini 
the power of speech, entreated a glass of water. Tt 
though neither very speedily nor very graciously, 
succeeded in obtaining; and by its aid she was soon af 
brought to herself^ 

On regaining her senses....' Oh, my dear mothi 
cried her lovely daughter, as she supported her s 
drooping head on her hosotn, ' we are not alone unft 
tunate : Mr. Munro is equally so ; for he also has fall 
into the power (lowering his voice) of these wretches. 

' Mr. Munro!' repealed her mother, with quick ne 
and raising her head, she turned her eyes full upon C 
mond : Good Heavens, is it poaaible f ' 

Osmond howed respectfully on catching her glance 
* Be assured. Madam,' he said, ' 1 shall cease to reg 
the circumstance that brought me hither, if it shot 
furnish me with an opportunit>' of rendering you any si 
vice. At all events, whether it should or not, I trusi 
will be some little mitigation of your distress, some c( 
solatlon to you, to know that there is a person at haoa^ 
who sympathises in your suffcrid|;s, and would willingly! 
risk his life to serve you,' 

'Your countenance convinces me of your sincerity 'i 
with a gr.iteful look, returned Mrs. Raymond ; * 
ohtvigh. laJD well aware that the acknowledgment is 
>.;/.uf ^ i^.»_ -— in me t\>c im^u\a<von ot •.tVfeV.i- 
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I catmot help confessing thnt I derive satisfuction from 
sceiog }'ou here ; but 'tis natural, and iheiefore 1 trust in 
sonie dtrgree excusable, to be pleased, in the hour of dis- 
tress, at meeting with those who can sympathise with us. 
I will construe finding a friend in this terrilving place 
into a favourable omen, and not only pray but hope that 
Heaven will deliver us in safety from it.' 

i[ As, from some words which had escaped Miss Ray- 
mond, Osmond understood the gentleman who had been 
brought in along with them was Mr. Raymond, he could 
not help being surprised at his not making an attempt 
to afford the least assistance to Mrs. Raymonil ; and still 
more on catching him, while the above conversation was 
passing, attentively regarding him from behind a pillar, 

i) with (Osmond cguld not help thinking from his attitude, 
for his countenance was completely shaded from view 
by the cape of a great-coat, and a large bat) an angry 
and indignant aspect, for which he could not possibly ac- 
count, as he knew he was sufficiently near to distinguish 
his daughter's address to him, and of consequence know 
he did not belong to the banditti. 

Osmond was prevented replying to Mrs. Raymond hy 
the approach of the Captain. He came to inquire 
whether the ladies chose any supper, which, notwith- 
standing the hour, he denominated the meal to which he 
was about sitting down ; and on being answered in the 
negative....' O very well,' he exclaimed, with an air of 
die most callous indiflcrence ; ' then there is no use in 
ytnir remaining any longer here : so hollo, Cesaria,,..! 
s«y Cesaria, hollo.' 

* Here, noble Captain,' answered an old woman, 
Limping towards him from a side door, with a lamp in 
one hand, a stick in the other, and » large bunch of keys 
dangling from her girdle, and so withered and so wild 
in her atiire, so perfectly corresponding with the repre- 
sentation given of witches, that if an inhabitant of Eng- 
land some hundred years back, Osmond made no doubt 
ihc v'ould have been compelled to go through some 
diaPKrceable ordeal. 

''-'■■'. W these ladies to their JipaHn\c'CiWmA.Vic.T\OT>!tV 

iumei} ; ' and that gKVit\etti»'n ^ ^QwK.Wi^>^^ 
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Raymond, who still retained his station at the pile 
iar : ' as lo you. Sir,' glancingat Osmond, ' a chamber " 
prepared for you io. another pan of the building.' 

Osmond was concerned to hear this ; nor were tlfl 
ladies less so. Almost convinced, however, that to op 
pose the arrangement would be useless, they expressec^ 
but by looks, the discontent it gave them. 

' Yes, noble Captain,' said the hag, replying tc 
master, and motioning at the same time to his fair prisQi 
ners to follow heri 

As Mrs. Raymond rose to obey this motion, she Vis^ 
«ed her hand, with a look of graiitude to Osmond ; m 
did her lovely daughter pass him without noticing hii 
by a similar one. 

He continued motionless on the spot where she h»S 
left him, gazing after her ; and then when she had cm 
tirely disappeared from his view, amidst the remote tui^ 
clustered pillars of the hall.... invoking all those 



until roused from his abstraction by a violent pull by th( 
sleeve, and the hoarse voice of one of the ruffians e» 
claiming....' D....mn me. Sir, are you deaf? 1 have bcM 
bawling in your ear this half hour to know whether yoe 
would ehuse any supper ? 

Osmond sick at heart from the horrid fears which had 
taken possession of him respecting Miss Raymond, repUa 
ed in the negative. 

' Then I presume,' the other rejoined, ' you have n 
objection tu retiring to rest i' 

Osmond bowed. 

* Here then, Ossuna,' licckoning to a man at same di» 
tance, * here, I sav j shew the Signor here to one of lb( 
chambers of the long gallery.' 

Ossuna nodded, and approached with a lamp j and i 
the same moment the other went back to the suppei^J 
table, which by this time was covered, and about which) 
most of the gang had taken their seats, all apparently it 
fcigh glee. 
^wBut though anxious to reliie from a scene^ 
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coarseness and riot aa the present, Osmond was wuhhcM 
from immediately quitting it, by the surprise lie cxpeii- 
enced at beholding Mactalla, jUit aa Ossuna was ap> 
proaching him, busily employed, and witli an nir of the^ 
greatest s-iti^action, in attending on the rabbcrs. 

Thia eight revived his former suspicion concerning 
him, but which his entirely yielding to was still opposed 
by tfie consideration of the character he had received of 
him, and at length usurped by another, namely, of his 
lirain being turned by terror,. ..a suspicion ia which the 
longer he attended to him the more he was confirmed, as 
nothing could possibly be stranger than his grimaces, or 
more curious than his replies to the questions which 
from time to time the robbers addressed to him. 

'What's your name, fellow i' at last demanded the 
Captain, slightly glancing at him over his shoulder, as he 
itood behind his chair, with a golden goblet in his 
hand. 

' MactaBa, an please your reverence,' with a low bow, 
he replied, although at the moment the Captain's back 
was entirely turned to him. 

' Very well, then, I say Mr. Mac,' but without look* 
uig at him, and with his mouth half full, ' 1 say what arc 
you good for l' 

N"'hy, please your reverence, like my neighbours, 
M not good for a great deal : but then (with quick- 
I am willing.' 
a... willingness makes amends in some degree for 
>f abilities ; but I say.... I suppose >-ou could put 
tands to something?* 
_ es, please your reverence,' with a radier low bow, 
I though still the eyes of the Captain were directed from 
him, * to any thing you should wish me to lay it on.' 
' Ha, very well, very well, that will do : we want as- 
ustants in the menial liae, for instance in the stables. 
I suppose you cotdd trim a horse i' 

' Yes, or an ass, glease your leverencc, if one fell la 
my way.' 
; * Ha, ha, well said, Mr. Mac,' shouted one of the 
^«„* here's my service to you, and let me tcU 
not here you'll be likely to meet with one.' 
Vol.. IJ. C 
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^* Yes, yes, it must be so,' said Osmond, mentally, Of 
with a deep sigh, as he motioned Ossuna, to lead the wi 
from the hall ; ' yes, yes, 'tia too evident that fear has d 
ranged his ini*^lleci3. Unhappy creature ! and yet he i 
not so great an object of com[Kissionflsat thcfirstglanei 
one might be ltd to imagine ; fur doubtless the keenncfl 
of his feelings is blunted by the stale to which he b 
duced.' 

From the hall Osmond was conducted through Bcveoi 
winding passages lo a spacious staircase of oval form 
terminating in a long gallery, near the extremity t 
which Ossuna opened a door, and bade him enter, pri 
senting him at the same time with the lamp he had h 
thcrto carried. Osmond obeyed, and immedialely afta 
heard the door locked on the outside. Left to himsef 
he elevated the lamp, in order to be better enabled to si 
about him, and found himself within a large bed-chan 
ber, with two other doors half open in it. Curiosity an 
suspicion inducing him to examine beyond these, h 
found they merely led into small cabinets, to which thd 
appeared no other means ol obtaining admission thl 
what they afforded. His anamination of these over, fc 
resolved on admitting the light of day, if possible, ilU 
his apartment ; but to his infinite mortiRcation, son. 
found that all the spaces formerly occupied by lattict 
were now blocked up with closely-cemented stones, 

Cotnpellcd to be content with the sickly light of ti 
lamp, he placed it on an old-fashioned dressing-table, ai 
threw himself into an equally old-fashioned chair beaid 
it, unable to rest, or rather shuddering with horror at til 
thoughts of resigning himself to repose, from the drent 
ful apprehensions with which he was tormented aboi 
Miss Kaymond. 

' Oh, should these soul-harrowing apprehensions 1 
realized !' he wildly cried. ...he paused, he started. 
' Even now.. ..even now,' with greater emotion, he «] 
claimed, ' they may be on the poi»t of being so....evi 
now some rulhan may be stalking to her chaml)er....ev 
liiiw, rt-gnrdless of their mingling shrieks, be tearing It 
I I'romlhe arms of her mother, the grasp of her father I' 
""s vein's swciKd, his temples throbbed, every lia 
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with ugitation, as this dreadful idea EUggeaicd it- 
\o hia imaginUion. With a glaring eye he searched 
round the chninber, in hope of discovering some weapon 
,1 of defence ; but nodiia^ met it but rooukJcring furniture 
i, ' and dark wainscottiog, destitute of any ornament, but 
; [ here and there a fragment of tapestry. He then proceed- 
J ■ ed lo Uie door, and tried to force it, for the pur]iosc of 
t going in quest of the north tower, iuid risking his life, if 
I nccMSttry, in uniting with the fadier to try and preserve 
the daughter; but it resisted all his efforts to wrench it 
froBi the hinges, 

Whb suspended -breath he then liftencd attentively at 

itj but no sigh, no scream, no shrit:lc of distress met his 

eu*. A deathlike stillness prevailed throughout, but a 

' vdllness from which he derived no consolation, when he 

I reflected that, from tlie magniiude of the building, the 
most atrocious deeds might be perpetrated at one end, 
without those at the other having the smallest intimation 
I of them. 
At length the impossibility of accomplishing his wishes 
ta the present instance induced him to endeavour to calm 
J the apprehensions to which they were owing. He call- 
I ed his reason, his religion, his fortitude to his aid. He 

Il'e&ected, that she for whose safety he was so agonized, 
vas under the special protection of a divine Being.i..oi 
Him, whose tnigels watch over the couch of innocence 
and virtue..,. of Him, whose eye, whose ear, was never 
closed i who was at once omniscient and omnipresent. 
, As his confidence in Heaven revived, the tumult of 
' hia spirits, the burning heat of his brain, subsided. He 
\ quitted the door ; and though tlie appearance of the bed 

I was extremely un!nviting..>.its long dingy curtains o{ 
dark-green velvet, and moth-eaten coverlid of the same, 
giving it a sepulchral air, chilling to the feehngs.... threw 
oiaasclf upon it, but without taking off any of his cloatha* 
' But instead of courting sleep, he now busied himself 
in recAlllng to his recollection all that had passed between 
him SUld the fair Cordelia in the hall ; In reflecting on the 
enquiries she must have made, the conversations she 
^^BWjt bavc held respecting him, to be acquainted with 
H^KumK, and render it also so fam'diar to her mother : 
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Oie idea that to curiosity alone both might be owin 
ihecked the hopes thty might otherwise have givi 
birth to. 

Thai it was either from the Marchesa Morati or L 
dy Elizara she had learnt who he was, he could n 
doubt ; and he fell happy at the idea, from his convictii 
of their favourable sentiments for him. ...until he reflei 
cd, that perhaps it was solely owing to the flatterii 
terms in which he liad been mentioned to her, and to i 
prepossession in his favour, that he was indebted for tl 
notice she had taken of him. 

' But how ungenerous to wish her to feel such a pr 
possess ion ....to wish her to harbour sentiments whii 
could not fail of being productive of regret, of uneasine 
to her, so great are the obstacles, so little the Iikeliho< 
of their ever being overcome, which fortune has plao 
between us.' He reflected....' Henceforth it shall be a 
study to suppress such a wish, to avoid her society i 
much as possible. Ah Heavens ! how idly do I tall 
how strangely do I forget our present situation ! Perh* 
I shall be but too soon convinced that 1 shall never hx 
another opportunitj- of beholding her.' 

The anguish imparted by this thought, since he cou 
not conquer, he at length strove to lose in sleep j but 
repose he courted his perturbed imagination would 
permit him to enjoy. Though his eye^ were clos 
frightful and disjointed visions Harassed and perple: 
liim : from one of these he was suddenly rouzed by 
noise outside the chamber door, but which, for a mini 
or two, he knew not whether to imagine ideal or not. 

At length convinced liis ear had not deceived him, a 
that it was occasioned by some one endeavouring to i _ 
lock it in such u way as should prevent their being ove 
heard, he softly (juitted the bed, and, approaching tl 
iloor, applied his eye to the keyhole, but involuntari 
started back on doing so, in consequence of perceivi 
one apparently on fire, and of more than human sia 
glaring through it. A moment's reflection, however, i 
enabling him to account for the extraordinary appearan 
'this eye, whichwas entirely owing to an oblique lig 
irposing between it and the door, made him smile 
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l|^BRfctrr<H' having done so, and a|)ply Kis again to the 
apercure i on doing which, he distinguished two men, 
the hand of one upon the key, und to whose Cimliouii cf- 
forta to open it the door at length gave way j and Os- 
mond retreating behind it, determined at least to huve a 
struggle for his life ; for that it had been opened in this 
manacr for the purpose of dispatching him while he (as 
it was imagined) slept, he had not the remotest doubt. 

The men on advancing a few paces in the chamber, 
atopt, and the foremost of them, who carried a lanthorn, 
emitting just a sufficient ray to permit their persons to 
be visiUf , exclaimed, in a whispering voice, after hstcn- 
ing atti^otively a few minutes.../ Aye, aye, he is fast 
aalecp little dreaming, I warrant, of what is abuuthappcn- 
ing to him.' 

' No, I dare say not,' replied the other, in the same 
low key ; * but come, I'll be off, us you say you don't 
want my assistance ; but take care you don't neglect 
-making a proper use of the present opportunity for quiet- 
ing him ; such anotiter may n?i occur again, in lesit 
than half an hour I shall expect to hear that you have- 
leitled his business proptrly.' 
' A significant nod w;is ihe only reply he received ; and 
retiring, his companion secured the door with the same 
uution with which he had opened it; after which, with 
noiseless steps, he approached the bed. 

Within a few paces of it, a sudden elevation of the 
linthorn causing the light to full full on his features, 
those of Mactalla became visible to the astonished Os- 
nond. 

All hii former suspicions of him instantly revived- 
He BO longer doubted his being an accomplice of the 
butdini.caio longer doubted his having betrayed him in* 
ta Aclr power, and now undertaken the horrid task of 
nitrdermghim. 

* Dear and amiable Marchesa,' he involuntarily cx< 
tUiined to himself, ' little did you imagine what a fatal 
p[«sent you were making me : but he shall nol....no, the 
vSbia shall not quietly triumph in his wickedness { he 
ihall at least experience the shame of detection.* And 
Oimond was springing forwardi, vfhco a V^wi ot ^ft'^'i!*. 
C 2 
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ty to see what steps he would take, oa finding ihl 
bed vacated, suddenly withheld liim. 

Havingplaced the lanthom on the floor, Mactalla geni 
ly opened the side curtains, thrust his head between, an 
continued for a minute in a listening attitude ; then, dra» 
ing from his bosom what seemed to be a glittering daj 
get, he appeared to plunge it repeatedly into the bed. 

Osmond's feelings, no longer controlable, he was agi 
on the point of rushing i;n him, when again he was pi 
vented hy a sudden exdamation of....' Oh, holy St, B 
uedict ! 1 am ruined.o.I am deceived ! I have trusted in 
villain, and he has undone me ! Yes," he continued, snatcl 
ing up the lamp, and tearing open the curtains, ' he I 
made away with him himself, and that not a minute ag 
for (laying his hand upon it) the bed is still warm j t 
I'll be revenged....yeB, I'll be revenged on you, you ( 
ceitful villain, tliough I should lose my life for beii 
so,'.....ha3tily advancing as he spoke towards the door 
' Hold, my friend, hold,' cried Osmond, interposii 
cautiously as possible between him and it, and wi 
■ced calmness, the sudden transition from despair 
iiope, suspicion to confidence, occasioning him no le 
emotion than had his late dreadful apprehensions, and al 
so no little remorse, for ever having doubted the integ- 
rity of Mactalla, notwithstanding the sufficient excuse. 
. he had for doing so. 

~ Is it you.... is it yourself that I hear?' cried Mactal* 
, .n a transport of joy, which had a doubt to his prw 
idice lingered in the mind of Osmond, would nur^ 
lOmpletely dissipated it, elevating the lanthom to h' 
'tee as he spoke, in order to assure himself he was B 
listal en....' Blessed he the Powers above for your beinj 
still nlivc and safe. I thought Felisco had done your 
siness for you ; for evil communicaiion, they say. i 
rupts good manners : but if he had, it should have bee 
the worst business he ever had a hand in.' 

' Pray explain the recent scene,' said Osmond, advaa. 
ing from the door, and motioning for him also to quiti 
' which I confess alarmed me not a little.' 

1 cannot tell you particulars now,' replied Mactalli 
can only tdl you uiat in the course of the night i 
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Osmond remained for some minutes after htm ia 
most painful state of anxiety and suspence, owing to til 
vague hopes and expectations which his words had gh 
en rise to ; for unsatisfactorj- as they were, still Osmofl 
clearly comprehended from them that a scheme was i 
agitation for their deliverance 

As soon as he had a little collected himself, he quitM 
his chamber, but without taking the lanthom, the gallei 
beyond it admitting the light of the day. He had not ai 
vanced n great way down this, when the sight of son 
steps he had not noticed before inclined him to believ 
he had mistaken his way, and he was thinking of rctrai 
jng it, for the purpose of trying to delect his error, whei 
casting his eyes forward, he beheld a staircase to the le{ 
which induced him to advance j and though on gainin 
this he found it was not the one he had ascended to th 
gallery, still concluding it led to tlie hali, he ventured t 
go down it. As he proceeded, he could not forbear paui 
ing to admire its singular form, expanding towards til 
top like a fan, and the richness of its sculptured walls ao 
cornices, and which led him to believe it had formerl 
been the principal staircase.... a belief in which he vn 
confirmed on finding it terminated in an immense rotun 
da, covered with a majestic dome resting on rows of mu 
ble pillars, and from which several passages branched tX 
ui various directions. This magnificent apartment open 
i:d by means of several folding-doors, now more than ha] 
demolished, to the hanging wood, which, on his appfoaci 
to the edifice, had caught the attention of Osmond, am 
■ 'ver which the setting sun now shed a mellow lustre, tha 
1 ..iidered still more picturesque their appearance, 0» 
mond eagerly advanced to one of these openings, to in 
hale the fresh breeze that sighed through the waving fo- 
liage, and gaze for an instant upon the romanuc scener 
before him. Almost insensibly the contemplation of thi 
calmed his spirits, and wrapt in the pensive musings j 
inspired, he might perhaps have continued some time, ha 
he not suddenly recollected hisappointment with MactaHa 

He re-ascended, as he thought, the stair-case he hM 
[lows i but a door at the top convinced him he wai 
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Fearful of being involved in the intricate passages be- 
low, he knocked at this door, for the purpose of trying 
, vIlMh«r any one was within, that he might enquiie hia 
way to the hall. 

A. voice immediately replied. ..to which his heart vi- 
brated....the soft, the melodioua voice olMiss Hayinond. 
With a hand trembling with agitation, he immediately 
tried to open the door; but it resisted his effort,... there 
was a key in it....hc tried again, and was more success- 
ful. 

He found both mother and daughter near it, evident- 
ly watching with looks of anxiety and terror for the ap- 
pearance of the person who had demanded admission. 
The most joyful surprise appeared in the countenance of 
both at seeing him. 

*Good Heavens! Mr. Munro,' delightedly exclaimed 
Mrs. Raymond, eagerly upproaching as he spoke, and 
presenting her hand with the familiar and affoctionate 
air of an old friend, 'is it you I behold? How did you 
discover where we were.'' 

' Bv chance,' replied Osmond, eagerly taking ber prof- 
fered Hand and pressing his lips to it, his eyes, however, 
a little wandering from her towards her lovely daugh- 
ter ; ' but a chance which I shall for ever bless, since il 
affords me an opportunity of quieting, in some degree, 
the apprehensions you must be under, by informing you 
that I think there is a hope of our being able to effect our 
escape.' 

He then, in a lower voice, and as briefly as possible, 
gave her the particulars of his recent conversation with 
his servant, and ended by solemnly assuring her, except 
their deliverance could be effected as well as his, nothing 
should Induce him to quit the place. 

Mrs. Kaymond listened to him with profound atten- 
tion, and was evidently on the point of replying to this 
assurance, when Mr. Raymond prevented her, by e)c- 
ctnimttig, in the most ungracious accent, from the lower 
cndofthcroom,which was long, and had once been mag- 
nifice nt, and at whicli he stood by an open lattice, willi 
" towards the door....' Sir, you ioterferance rein- 
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live to us is not necessary' : we have the means of elfei 
ing our deliverence in our own hands.' 

Astonished and confused by this speech, Osmond i 
a minute could only gaze at the ungracious person fn 
whom it proceeded, and Mrs. Raymond, as if to ask th 
occasion of it. He was on the point of exculpating bio 
sclffromthechargeofotficiousness, of which he conceil 
cd it indirectly accused him, when Mrs. Raymond pn 
vented what he would have said by eagerly exclaimingM 
' IVIy....Mr. Raymond, 1 mean,' hesitating a little, afl 
colouring as if confused, by having been on the point) 
saying something she should not, ' Ims merely said wlu 
he did, to prevent your having any unnecessary trouU 
on our account. We'.... 

' Ah, Madnm,' involuntarily interrupted Osmond, 
could never consider as a trouble any thing I did for yo 
or yours. Great, however, as is the happiness I shot 
have derived from having the power of rendering yoi 
service, I sincerely rejoice, from the conviction it affbl 
me of your safetj-, that in the present instance none 
required from me.' 

* Mrs. Raymond bowed her thanlcs....' About r 
hours ago,' cried she, '■ the Captain of the banditti enti 
ed this apartment, to inform us that we should be restore 
ed to liberty, and conducted in safety to the place we wish 
to go to, provide, in iiildition to what he has already 
received from us, he oijtain the further sum of a thov 
sand pounds. JVlr. Raymond eagerly embraced thii 
proposal, and has given him a draft on a banker in N) 
pics, to >vhom the letter of credit he brought him froi 
England has been transmitted. With this draft a ma 
was immediately dispatched ; and as soon as he retunut 
we are to be liberated. Heaven grant the same i.iotncol 
may see ns all beyond these walb ; for should >-ou re- 
in^ behind, my joy at our restoration to liberty will b^ 
not a litde damped, especially as I rather appreheoiL 
frotn the Captain having laid us under no injunction a 
secrecy with respect to his haunt, that there is but Uttll 
likelihood of our being able to describe it to those w1 
could effect your deliverance from it.* 
^^* For your generous anxiety for that, accept nty i 
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P bimrledgnMnta, Madam,' cried Osmond ; * I tnist I 
shall be succesaful in the efforts I shall myself make fot 
iti but should I be disappointed, trust me I shall derive 
the greatest consolation from the idea of your safety.' 

' So 1 am convinced,' replied Mrs. Raymond i * for 
the liberal heart can never be solely engrossed by selfisk 
anxiety.' 

' Psha, psha, have done with this sentimental siuiF !* 
exclaimed Mr. Raymond, still with his back turned to- 
wards Osmond, and in the same tone in which he bad 
bslbre spoken ; * and let that gentleman retire ; for 
Id be be surprised here, disagreeable consequences 
ati^ ensue from the circumstance.' 



By ilitingia attempt Ihfm; SloiK and Fully 
Shivcf ind ihtink at itghi ot Toll and Hmrd, 
And aikc tb* impoiiibilic]' they lat.' 

Rowi. 

' TRUE, Sir,' immediately returned Osmond, 
but with a check flushed with indication, ' 1 am to 
blatnv for not having reflected on this myself :' then, af- 
ter a gentle pressure, resigning the hand of Mrs. Ray- 
mond, ' fiirewell, Madam,' he added ; ' should we never 
oeet again*........ 

' t>h, do not dwell upon so horrid an idea,' eagerly in- 
terrupting him, and turning pale; ^remember that to 
doiibt the goodness of Providence is to merit not expe- 
riencing it.* 
Oflnond bowed.....' 13e assured, Madam,' he said, * I 

do BOt despair :' then, repeating his adieu, and casting a 
lingeriiig look at Miss Raymond, who, evidently in a 
nate of the greatest agitation, he saw moving towards a 
" 'le retreated. 

:ly had he regained the rotunda, when a maiif 
dntwti sword, rushed out upon him, (ioto OTit ^X; 
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the passages, and fiercely demanded what had bnM 
him there ? 

Osmond, but stepping back a few paces, replied, 
pairing to the hall he had mistaken his way. 

' Mistaken your way ." echoed the other ; ' hav^nt 
eyes J' 

* Certainly,* with calmness, returned Osmond 
the possession of our senses does not always k€e| 

' Well, 111 put you right this once ; but beware , 
you go astray again ; for in this house we don't 
people to be poking their noses into all the holes' 
corners.' 

He accordingly led him through several intricate . 
nues to the hall, at the entrance of which he left hin 
Here Osmond found two iU-loohing fellows, emplc 
in trimming the lamps and lighting them, one of wl 
pointed out a table to him spread with refteshmc 
of which, however, the anxiety and perturbation he 
in at the moment scarcely permitted him to partake. 

The moment his slight repast was over, he expreB 
a wish, agreeably to the instructions of Mactalla, K 
into the air ; to which no opposition being made, he q 
ted the hall, but with an injunction to beware, as 
night was coming on, of the ruinous parts of the bu 
ing ; and by a noble flight of Marble steps, covered i 
aspaciousportico,andadoTtied oneiiher side with anti 
statues of colossal size, he descended into the courb 

Had he been in a happier frame of mind, he wo 
have derived inexpressible pleasure from the soft 
shadowy scene that prevailed without The moon, 
ready risen, held her way 

* Through ikici where he could cau at eich little tuti' 

and noughtbut the rusding of thetrees in the breez 
night, and the wailings of the birds that lodged in 
grass -grown and mouldering bat dements ofthebutldi 
was to be heard. 

As it was, he felt himself, somewhat revived, and, 

to the tetter hopes with whicVv his tixkox. interv; 

fib MacaUa had inspired >i1to, and \Vift ■*"• — ^— =— ■ 
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lensiona concerning the RnymoDds (ranquilliz- 
la'V "it- 
He readily found the place to which he had been di- 
rected; the arch led into a court, open at the further end 
to the cliffs, and bounded on one side bj- a noble terrace, 
■od the other by a decayed building, through the centre 
of which extended the narrow -vaulted, and now obscure 
passage, in which Mactalla had appointed to roeet him. 

Here, as he awaited his joining him, he involuntarily, 
and with a degree of astonishtneni, revolved the variety 
of strange events he had met with since his departure 
from his native country ....the various agitating changes 
his feelings had undergone, from despondence to hope, 
tope to appiehension. Had he foreseen all that had 
since befallen him, he could not avoid thinking he should 
bave shrunk from the perspective ; and this idea made 
him more than ever admire and glorify the wisdom and 
goodness of the Creator, in keeping from his creatures a 
knowledge of the future, and thus preventing the strength 
and spirits requisite to support them beneath the pressure 
of miser}' from being exhausted by anticipations of it..„ 
antldpations of what is ever almost more terrific in im- 
^nation than reality : for, as an elegant. luthor observes, 
*Asthere is no prosperous staie^ofhfc without its calami- 
dci, 6o there is no adversity without its benefits. Ask 
(he great and powerful if they do not feel the pangs of 
eavy and ambition I Enquire of the poor and needy if 
tfiey have not tasted the sweets of quiet and contenl- 
ncnt? Even under the pains of body, the infidelity of 
friends, or the misconstructions put upon our laudable ac- 
lions, our minds (when for some time accustomed to 
these' pressures) are sensible of secret flowings of com- 
fort, the present reward of a pious resignation. The 
evils of this life appear like rocks and precipices, rug- 
ged and barren at a distance ; but, at our nearer approach 
*e find little fruitful spots and refreshing springs, mixed 
»ilh the harshness and deformities of nature.' 

While Osmond mused in this manner, a ray of light 
Middcnly gleamed across the passage ; and hastily tUTO- 
~ '^'i head, he beheld, lliroUKh a chmV Ki 'Cwfc NS-iNi 
I //• D 
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•against which lie was leaning, a human countciiana 
earnestly regarding him. ' 

Startled nt this incident, lest his having htcn discovq 
ed in such a place should give birth to dangerous siispi 
cions, he instandy determined on quitting it, and watd 
ingnear it if he could find a spot to secrete himself, i( 
the approach of Mactalla. 

He accordinglv hurried from it, and, at some distana 
shrunk into a dusky recess he espied in the wall. Ua 
be had not been many minutes, when he plainly distil 
guished approaching steps, and as plainly those of md 
than one person....a circumstance which induced himt 
believe he was sought after, in consequence of havii 
been discovertd in the passage, especially when he heap 
in a minute after, a strange voice exclaiming....' Yes, VB 
I am positive I saw him j'..,.to which another, but in- 
much lower key, replied....' No such thing, 1 am certaii 
your eyes doubdess deceived you.' In consequence 
which assertion, the other immediately cried,...' Tb 
curse me if I sleep till I have convinced you to the ca 
trary. There's not a hole or crevice which 1 will n 
search for him ; and when I have discovered him, I tbil 
I shall be able to make him speak the truth.' 

This declaration induced Osmond to contract bimsi 
into as small a space as possible. His eHbrts to cona 
himself were however unavailing. The men advance 
darted their eyes into the recess, and instantly slopt.-J 
whom Osmond had 6rst heard speak exclaiming as th 
did so....' He is here, he is here !' 

Osmond, finding himself discovered, immediata 
came forward to meet, with courage whatever might a 
sue. Instead, however, of meeting with any thing d) 
agreeable, as he rather expected would be the case, I 
was most agreeably surprised at perceiving the other m 
was MactaUa, as, from this circumstance, he at once ca 
eluded the former to be his friend ; in which conclusil 
phe quickly found he was not mistaken.' 

' This, Signer,' cried Mactalla, after he had exprcssi 
Bne saiisfuction his not tailing \a his appointment 
^~>^1jluch from bis not finding him where thi 
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:ct, he was rather apprehensive of hin 
ndiiig, the positive asaurnnces of his compa- 
was atatloned to watch for him, of having seen 

j»..' in Felisco, the young man of whom' 

', ho\ii, Mactalla,' interrupted his friend, 'recol- 

place to converse in." 
,' cried the other, nodding, ' I forgnt thai.... 
one where wc shall urn no risk of being 

ti obeyed by conducting them to a smaU room in 
t and most intricate part of the deserted 

ied St. Itencdict !' exclaimed Mactalla, with an 
tisfaction, as suon as they entered, ' but this is a 
D settle a plut in.... Guy Fawkcs himself could 
'had a better.... and by the bye, now that I have 
I, it would be a good thing to lay such a 
i did, and send, in the most expeditious maimer 
" 's old castle, and some forty or fifty of il 
, to the devih' 
alia, you tirget that time is precious,* 

, Signor, true J pray pardon me. Joy'attl 

of being able to make our escape has put n 

side myself ; but to lose no more time... .You 

, I dare say, the story I told you, as we tnn' 

;, of the village of Teasino I' 

Ktly,' replied Osmond. 

, this is he, the identical person,' IiQ 
upon the shoulder of his companion, ' who i 
occasioned the desttuction of its inhabitants, my 
e and good friend Felisco, as he has prov- 
plf, by promising to deliver us from this infer- 

c does not permit me to explain,' said Felisco, 
ilia's pausing and motioning him to speak, ' the 
anees which caused me to become an iamate 
iffice it say, Signor, ihey were such as, if known 
^which, at some future period, if agreeable to 
' shall) would, I trL'st, in some degree, excuse my 
one so, and prevent your feeling any onwilB 



*atth^^ 
put me 
....You 
traYfi^_ 
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ntss to tnisting yourself to my guidance. Previouai! 
your being brought hither, I was meditating my ow 
cape, having long since sincerely repented my 
having associated myself with such wretches. To-nM 
row night will, 1 think, furnish a favourable opportun 
for eflccting this, and of course yours ; as the whole 
the gang, except such as are required to keep watch, ai 
myself, owing to my pretending to have a sore leg, « 
be out, in consequence of information received from th< 
scouts, of tich travellers being expected on the roada 
The car£ of the stables chiefly devolves on me j andj 
the lawn is enclosed, I frequently turn out the horses t 
immediaicly required, and let them remain there 
night I so that as-I shall do this to-morrow, we shall R 
no difliculiy in procuring them. Our principal one « 
arise from the centinels, of whom there are never li 
than seven, three to go the rounds of the castle on tl 
inside, two on the outside, and two to keep watch at q 
portal at the outer court.' 

' No matter, no matter.' eagerly exclaimed Osraonc 
' for the prize iniriew there is ao hazard too great to ruM 
but tell me....tell mr, my Ericrd, do you think the otlil 
prisoners will be liberated by that time ?' 

' Liberated ! repeated Felisco, in accents indicative i 
surprise ; ' I understand you not, Signor. What put 
in your head that ihey were to be liberated ? 
Osmond hastily informed him. 

•Alas! Signor,' in reply, said Felisco, 'they at 
grossly imposed upon : beyond those walls there is 
the remotest hope of their ever getting.' 

' How !' cried Osmond, almost aghast with horro 
• imposed upon, say you ?' ' 

' S'es, most grossly, I repeat : but compose yoursdl 
Signor, and I'il briefly explain what 1 mean, KnoH 
then, that the banditti of this place, instead of immed 
ately putting to death those who are so unfortunate ast 
fall into their hands, as most of the fraternity do, gen( 
rally bring them hither prisoners, for the purpose of ad 
ing to their spoils, bv extorting money from them as 
naisom. Their mode is to procure a draft from the 
^giffome agent, re Jalive, or banker, fot a^ W^c^imxr ' 
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I tItQjrackaowlcdge the power of applying for, and which is 
' ilways dated from some distant town, and accompanied 
by a letter, calculated to prevent any suspicion of its bc- 
iog unfairly obtained. The moment inl'ormation of thiii 
beiog honoured is obtained, the tyihappy dupe from whom 
il was procured, under a positive assurance of its obtain- 
ing hita his liberty, is s.icriliced to the safety of the gang. 
you,Signor, ere this, would have beenlroubled for some- 
thing of the kind, but that owing to my being more than 
commonly interested about you, m consequence of your 
connection with my friend Mac tall a here, whom I recol- 
lected the instant I saw him in the wood, I told the Cap- 

\ tain, from a conversation I overheard between you antl 
yaur servant, I was well convinced, if he managed mat- 
ters properly, he might prevail on you to join his troop.* 
' XTie execrable villain !' cried Osmond ; ' no wonder 
indeed he did not lay the unhappy family under any in- 
junction of secresy as to his retreat, knowing, as he did, 
that it was his intention never to let them escape from it. 
But, my friend.' eagerly grasping the arm of Ftlisco, 
' cannot you devise some scheme to enable them to ac- 
company us ? Except you Mve them... .except you con- 
trive that they should be the companions of our flight, 
you need make no effort for my deliverance,' 

' By his Holiness's great toe, you know not what you 
require, Signor,' somewhat impatiently returned Felisco i 
' one might almost as well attempt to run away with the 
Vatican as attempt to Liberate those prisoners. Exactly 
at sun-set, a man goes up to see that the entrance to their 
apartment is secured in such a way as to put it out of the 
power of any one to give them egress from tliem, lest, if 
ihcy obtained this, they should take it into their heads to 

I ramble about the courts, and thus occasion the trouble of 

I a search.' 

The despair into which this statement threw him, now 
completely overcame Osmond. A him overspread his 
eyeSfhia ears rung with hollow murmurs, he staggered, 
and would have fallen, but for the quickness of Mactalla 
in catching him. 

I^^The damps of this infernal plate have ma.At \\WSi^ 

U^DiMactaUa, as iie supported him -, '' be c^\i;Vv^ <^t»^*&« 
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(inishing what further you have to say, that he B 
leave it.' 

' No, no,* cried Osmond, coming a little to hims< 
and raising his head from the shoulder of Mactalla 
' no, no,' wiping away the cold dew of sickness and (T^ 
may iVom his forehead, ' 'tis horror at the situation' 
(he devoted prisoners. Tell me,' again addressing I*^ 
lisco, ' is there no other entrance biit the one whicl 
discovered, to their apartments i' 

Felisco looked earnestly at htm, but hesitated to repl 

• Oh, for Heaven's sake !' supplicated Osmond in ag 
ny, ' do not keep me in suspense.' 

' Well, Signor, I acknowledge there is ; but the wi 
to it lies through several apartments, difficult ofaccei 
land which have not for a long while been opened.' 

' No matter, no matter,' cried Osmond, ' furnish ^ 
but with the means of entering them, and X shall for ev 
bless 5 ou.' 

* Well, Signor, you shall bf gratified. As soon as d 
return of the Captain to-morrow permits me to enter d 
room where at) the keys not immediately wanted are d 
posiud, I'il seiirch for the ones you require, and brll 
lliem to you. Heaven grant you may succeed in yoi 
gcnetuui undertaking j but I much fear you will n 
tven iht-ugh \ou should be able to penetrate these apai 

_Bf)cnts....the entrJtice to the others, and which is at ti 
jnher end of this suite, being a secret one, with the n 
e of which 1 am not acquainted.' 

* Well, well, no m itter,' replied Osmond, ' it must b 
Ef singular construction indeed, if it escape die dlitgv: 
^rch 1 shall miike for it.' ,. 

• At all events there's no use in playing the part op 
||vcn. r'eliseo,' observed Mactalla, fearful of the i ~ 

lug again plunged into despair might have 
B master. 

' Nay,' interrupted Osmond, fearful Fellsco might b 
-[lied by this observation, ' 'tis natural for him tu spcg 
jprc hens ions.' 

e utt'.ranec to them out of a good motive, I n 
Signtir....to prevent your disappointment beil 
■fioulcl )ou be untotluiialc enw\^ w to««ni1( 
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one ; if successful, depend upon it I'll do every thing In 
my power to facilitate the accocnpUshment of your 
wishes.' 

' Ten thousand thanlca for your kindness,' said Os- 
raond ; * completely would it have lightened my heart, 
Inil for the unhappy beings in question. I will not, how- 
ever, give way to despair about them. I have seen too 
nany pi-oofs of the goodness of Providence to permit me 
to doubt it in the present instance j if it be its will they 
should escape tlie impending danger, I know they will, 
though walls of brass, and hosts of armed men, encom- 
passed them.' 

' No doubt,' cried Felisco ; ' if we did not indeed 
place confidence in the goodness of Heaven, we should 
be iU able to bear many things that happen in life.',... 
Then, after a transient pause, he added, as they had not 
any thing further of moment to converse on at present, 
they had better scp.irate, lest a suspicion of their being 
together should be excited, and thus perhaps give rise to 
others that might be dangerous. 

To the propriety of this measure. Osmond immcdiate- 
W assented ; but at the same time enquired whether 
diere was a necessity for his returning yet awhile to the 
house ? 

* By no means,' Felisco replied, ' as in the first place 
the night was here literally turned into day, and in the se- 
cond, the light in which he had represented him to the 
gang, left him at full liberty to pursue his inclination.' 

' He should then remain some time longer out,' Oa- 
moad said, * as he was at present in too perturbed a state 
of itiiod to allow of his remaining quietly in one place.' 

' Very well, Signor, as you please,' answered Felisco, 
taking, as he spoke, the arm of Mactatla,to make him 
Accompany him to the hall, not conceiving it prudent to 
let him remain with his master. 

' But that's true,' said Osmond, suddenly recollecting 
tHe circumstance, and detaining Felisco a few minutes 
longer, in order to have it esphiined to him, ' I nearly 
forgot to mi-ntion the alarm which some part of MactaU 
' -in my chamber gave nie.' 

~'tted wiiat this was ; antl m tc^^'j \cwtoX( 
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I, lie had seen but an Ideal ilaRgcr ; tl 
instrumeat which he took for one in the bitnd of Mace 
la being but a key, entrusted to him byTclisco, for t 

Eurpose of admitting himself into ti remote part of i 
uilding, in which he had appointct^.to meet him, afl 
his interview with his master, and which, for the bcU 
securing, IVlnctalla had drawn from his bosom on i 
proaching the bed, and accidentally held in Kin hai 
while groping about it. 

On emerging from the building, Osmond happening 
cast his eyes on the opposite terrace, upon which t 
moon shone full at ihc moment, was not a little startled 
beholding the wall of it completely covered with aria 
men, whose weapons all appeared levelled against himi 
and his party. 

' Good Heavens I' he involuntarily exclaimed, ' are 
then betrayed I Yet if we are, what an extraordini 
opinion must they have formed of us, to think it requia 
to send such a number after us !' 

' What do you mean, SignorJ' asked Fellsco, sonl 
what surprised. 

' Mean !' repeated Osmond, pointing across the coul 

* What, you are speaking ol the gentlemen yonder 
pursuing the direction of his eye. ■ Ah, Sign< ' ' 
It loud laugh, ' believe me you never act eyes o 
harmless set. In n word, Signor, they are made 
what one has often reason lo believe the human het 
made of.. ..stone, us a clearer light would at once hai 
permitted you to sec.' 

Osmond could not help joining for a moment in I 

gh, which both MacialU and his friend enjoyed , 
expcncc. They then separated. 

I Osmond, nn soon as he was left to himself, proceetll 

to take the range of the solitary courts : but neither the 

stillness, nor vet the soft and shadowy light which pn 

vailed throughout them, could impart a charm to sootl 

^^^ic anguish, to allay the agitation he experienced on ^ 

^^^■Unt of the 'Kaymonds. He continued wanderii 



pM like a troubled spitit, litcralh' taking no 
of lime, until the grey dawn of the eastern cloi 
ally began lo redden ; sootv alvti "nVvw-Vv vVit 
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Img of horses announcing the approach of the bandini, 
induced him to seek out a remote spot to secrete him- 
self ID from their observation. As soon as he was 
coQvinced they had entered the hall, and that of course 
he need fear no interruption from ihem, he ventured 
from his hiding-place, and as he did, was struck with 
mingled astonishment and awe at the splendid scene 
Tendered still more so by the rising sun striking full 
upon it, which the great body of the inner castle, sur- 
rounded with fair semicircular towers, |>roudly swelling 
to the eye, and magnificently adorned with pinnacles, 
Uatues, and battlements, presented lo his view. 

But with the admiration it inspired was mingled that 
feeling of regret and sadness, which a mind of taste and 
■easib'tlity involumarity experiences at beholding anj 
soperb monument of art sinking into decnv, such as it 
W*a evident this noble edifice was hastening to. The 
ravages of time were every where discernible on it.... 
long grass overtopped its battlemtnts, dusky weeds crept 
round its arches, and heaps of rubbish strewed its 
courts. 

• Yea," said Osmond, under the influence of the feel- 
mgjust alluded to, 



• But to this decay and desolation," he continued, * all 
die works of man, sooner or later, come ; yet a little 
while, and the pile sinks to the dust, after the hand that 
raised it ; the monument, which pride hoped would per- 
pettiateMts name for ever, drops into oblivion, like the 
tume it was intended to record.' 

From the contemplation of the building he strolled 
*!Wxy to the magnificent woods that rose above it. 

Filter haunts for meditation than were these, he could 
not possibly conceive.. ..so impervious were their shades, 
to profound their solitude ; a death-like stillness seemed 
10 prevail throughout them ;norstrokeofsturdy axe, nor 
voodaait's cheerful carol, here met the listening ear ; nor 
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4 (tack< prnn'd in their witllid (Ott 
Or whidli! from ibe loilgc ; or vtlligc cock.' 

Here again the aclmiruciun of O»moa(l wasexcll 
only by the luxuriance of the trees, but the romaiM 
ers of fragant and beautiful shrubs, which he tbund 
tereil amongst them, and the fine views thev, througl 
tial openings, admitted of the casdc, which, notwiths 
ing ils crumbling turrets, still, in every direction, ' 
a warlike mien,' an air ol suUcn grandeur, highly im 
■ive. 

•At. midit Ihe lonw of »p, i boiitful lir 

Siill OD ihr wir-woin vf I'r.n J brow iittndi ; 

Tho' (tcmbliDg o'er the Ittbie crutch he bendi.' 

Anxious to ascertain whether, if they failed cffis 
their escape one way, there was any chance of ac 
plishing it another, Osmond made his way, thoug 
without the greatest difficultj', to the summit of o 
these clifTs, whence a glance at the opposite side 
vinccd him there was not the smallest, by dbcuvcii 
view an extensive lake. 

At length he returned to the hnll. The first objt 

beheld on entering, was Felisco, who, hastily appfoai 

him, said aloud....' You have had a long, and I 

' pleasant, ramble, Signor j'then, in a lower tone, 'I 

got the keya.,..folIow me.' 



< He ilu'd, ind rotl'd bii higgird cyct (roiiad.* 

OSl\IONDjo>fu!lyobeyed. OngettUiB 
distance from the hall, Fchsco stopt, and havingu 
about to see there was no one at hand to overhear 
• I will myself attend you to the apartments,' eri 
' « / £nd I shall not te wanted for some lime' 



c 
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mi thiinked him for his corapbisance ; they then 
occeded through several iniricatc passages to an im- 
ense tblding-door, which throwing opcD, Osmond 
Bttdhimsclf iHihe rotunda they had previously visited: 
ncc they ascended the fan staircase to anoihEr door, 
Mch Felisco unlocking, discovered to the view of Os- 
Dbd ft magnificent apartment, which he stiled the sa- 
Dn, designed in the most elegant style of gothic archi- 
ttare, and toolcing upon what had formerly been not 
\\y a spacious butdelightful garden, and which siiU ex- 
bited a beauty and richness highly attractive to the eye, 
id rendered still more so bythe smiling contrast it form- 
l to the dusky walls and battlements, begirt with ivy 
k1 long- streaming grass, which frowned above iu 

From this apartment they entered a spacious draw- 
ig-room, which Felisco also had to unlock, and which 
wy hastily passed througli to a dining-room, the door of 
bicb,Itke those of the other apartments, was also secured* 

Here, however, Fchsco paused, and with something 
r the air of a master of the ceremonies,...' Signer,' said 
E, * if an admirer of ancient grandeur, I advise you to 
lok about you, as we proceed, since finer specimens of 
le kind than what this building aJTords can scarcelv any 
iberc, I fancy, be met with.' 

• True,* replied Osmond, 'it is indeed altogether a 
able pile. Pray can you inform me to whom it belong- 
d,or the cause of its abandonment to its present pos- 
ewors ?' 

* Not exacdy, Signor ; all I can inform you is, that it 
trigtnally belonged to one of the first families in Italy.... 
hai its last legal possessors deserted it in consequence of 
lome dreadful catastrophe that took place in it.. ..and that 
lome ye&rs after, during which it remained without an 
InluibitaDt, owing to the terror and disgust this catastro- 
phe caused it to be regwded with, its then proprietor waa 
niDDiandcd by government to destroy it, since he did 
becdioosc to make it his abode, lest otherwise its neigh- 
bourhood should be rendered dangerous, owing to the 
wfug c it was calculated to afford to banditti, tronv ri\a 

id se«(ri(ro/^its situation. lnsXcad,\vo'«CN*t 
(A/a command, he thought ^TO'pex vi^ ^\^' 
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rfirougli. Houod this he now eagerly went, in quest of 
entrance lie was so anxious to obtain ; but though noth 
coutd exceed the diligence of this search, nothing of 
kind met his view. At length, after pausing a few mini 
tn absolute despnir, he cast his eyes upon a large eta 
in a corner of it. Instantly occurred to him this ml" 
conceal the object of his search ; he accordingly appro) 
cd it, and, though not without some difhculty, pushin 
aside, discovered, to his unutterable transport, a U 
aperture, but, to his equal surprise, occupied at the i 
nient by Mr. Raymond, muffled up exacdy as he i 
seen him in the hall, and who instantly, as it struck b) 
invisible hand fell prostrate to the floor, with sometfa 
Uke an exclamation of terror. 

' For Heaven's sake. Sir,' cried Osmond, shocltei 
well as alarmed, and stooping, as he spoke, to raise h 
* what is the matter ? are you ill ? ' 

' 111 !' groaned the other in a voice scarce articulate, ; 
resistingithe effort Osmond made to assist him : ' Oh 1 
ilwas but illness I had to complain of.' For whal....w 
are the pangs of the body, compared to those of 
mind i Gracious Heaven !' heconimued, with encrcM 
- vehemence, ' is then the dreadful hour of retributioa 
rived i and, to aggravate, to render complete its horn 
is he....he, now beside me, the instrument thou hast & 
OD to avenge thee ? Oh, is there no shelter for this hei 
no hope to cling to ?' 

* 1 entreat, I conjure yon. Sir,' said Os 
alarmed at the idea of all his benevolent inteniiona 
meeting the unfortunate man and his family being 
^atcd by the desertion of his reason, for to this.... to ! 
fta madness, he imputed the speech he had just ui 
sd....' to compose yourself.' 

' What !' in a tone of the most malignant bittenu 
tut without raising his head from the ground ' lo g 
n opportunity of gratifying your revenge, by 
iy| of my lortnres i* 
' Kfvetigc !' repeated Osmond. ' Pray try to ro 
Bet vourseir, Sir. What revinge, slrangir as vou 
I me, can you possibly have glvtu rise to 
kit perhaps you mistake me for some ( 
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K wretches into wh'jse power you havC so unfortii- 
i'allen : if so, the ladies certninly did not do roe 
the honour of mentioning me to you ; lor it was in their 
power to have informed you who [ was.' 

' They did not omit doing so ; but nevertheless I can- 
not help having * 

' Some doubts to my prejudice,' hastily and with in- 
voluntary haughtiness, interrupted Osmond. 

' I believe so : but swear to me, on your word, your 
honour, your immortal soul, you do not belong to the 
bMiditti, and perhaps I may give credit tu your asacr- 

tiORS.' 

* In any other situation than the present, be aiaurcd, 
Sir, your doubling them would have prevented their be- 
ing repeated ; but mw pity and humanity predominate 
over offended pride. I therefore protest to you, by my 
hopes of happiness here and hereafter, I am in the same 
[n-edicamcnt here that you are yourself. But actions 
are the best proofs of a man's sincerity ; know then, 
therefore, Sir. that I made my way to this forlorn apart- 
ment solely for the purpose of endeavouring to gain ac- 
cess to yours, and thus rescue you from the dreadful fate 
impending over you.' 

' What ! is your hand then not armed withadaggerto 
pierce my heart ? Are you realty then not deputed to 
take vengeance on me f....on me, the........* 

' Vou shock me beyond expression, Sir,' cried Os- 
mond, ' by continuing to speak in such a manner. Again 
I implore you (in the most energetic, the most vehement 
manner, as if it was for his very life he was pleading, he 
proceeded) to try and compose yourself. If you have 
any regard for yoursalf, your family, endeavour to col- 
lect your thoughts. The present moments are infinitely 
too precious to be wasted in useless arguments or idle ex- 
clamations, since they are the only ones, that promise to 
afibrd an opportunity of imparting circumstances to you 
absolutely essential to your safety to knuw.* 

' Indeed !' exclaimed the other, in a somewhat more 
delected tone ; and immediately rising, but with his fa 
^" 1 with his handkerchief, he turned towards the 
itf and leaning against it, motioned OiLV&uwdw 
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Osmond obeyed. ...briefly acquaiming hitn with th 
deception practised on him, and the method adopted ft 
his dehverance. 

' What a monster !' cried Mr. RaymoDtl, after listen 
ing to him with the most profound attention, but witt 
out once turning his face towards him ( ' but how rid 
culous to rail at a villain, for proving himself a villain 
Then, in a calmer tone, but still with his face averted.. 
' And is it possible you can be anxious for my aafcDf ! 

' Good Heavens !' impatiently exclaimed Osmond 
' after what I have done, what a question ! Excuse mi 
Sir, for telling you, yon must instantly, if you wish t 
profit by the exertions I have made for you, collect you 
self.' 

* Pardon me,' said Mr. Raymond, in an altered tone 
' the question was occasioned by astonishment at yoi 
being so interested about me.. ..me, of whom you hai 
had so much reason to....to....of whom you have I 
knowledge,! mean,' added he, as if confused. 

' True, Sir,' replied Osmond, ' 1 have no knowleclf, 
of you, at least that I am conscious of; but he mj 
have a naiTOW heart indeed, who can only feel intere3t< 
for those he knows. God forbid the charity of mine w 
so circumscribed! You are a stranger to me, 'tis tnie 
but you are my fellow-being, and that is quite sufBcie 
to give you a claim upon my best exertions.' 

' Which I accept with gratitude. At nine o'cloci 
you say, I may expect a summons from you,' 

' Exactly, if nothing unexpected occurs, which Hf; 
vcn forbid. At all events, rely on it, no risque shall di 
ter roe from trj'ing to serve you.' 

He then entreated him to gloss over, as mu 
sible, to the ladies, the unpleasant circumstances he'hi 
unfolded to him, and to be cautious about speaking Ion 

' My dear young friend,' relumed Mr. Raymond, 
quite a diiferent voice to what he had before spoken i 
one which proved his being now quite collected, ' be a 
Hured there is but litde occasion to give a man a cautio 
when his own safety is concerned.' 
He then acknowledged, but still without looking 

bmond, to the great surprise of the latter, that a susp 
B of foal phy had induced him to sect (or a way i 
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such, ft 



^ his apartment, in hopes, if he discovered su^ 
1 enable him to effect his deliverance. 
1 matters being now arranged between him and Os- 
, he retreated to his prison ; and Osmond, nfter he 
or fear of accidents, replaced [he statue, retraced hisi 

the fan suiircaae. As he slowly pursued this, his 
involuntarily wandering about, he accidentally es- 
a light closet off of one of the apartments. Curio- 
iduced him to enter it, and he found it strewed over 
ivritlen papers : as he glanced over these, he disco- 
a small roll of manuscript : he took it up, and, un< 
J a little of it. found it written in Italian. He ran 

1 few hnea, and had his curiosity so strongly excited 
ise, as to be induced to deposit it in his pocket, 
rni the rotunda he immediately repaired to his 
jer, there lo remain rill evening. The nearer it ap- 
hed, spite of all his efforts to the contrary, the more 
ed he became. 

t not to fears for himself, but for the Raymonds, 
wing the violent perturbation of his spirits. All his 
1 to save them might be ineflcctnal, he reflected ; 
is soul sickened at the bare surmiiie. 
racioua Heaven!' he exclaiineJ, as he Invokmurily 
ht on the fair Cordelia,' can human form enshrine 
t capable of meditating her destraction ! But what- 
)e her fate in this mansion, I will share it.' 
the impression she had made upon him, may per- 
le imputed the deep interest he took in her fate, and 
f her parents. But no... .to ascribe it solely lo such 
)e, woidd be to do him injustice, since it originated 
tendernessand compassion of his nature, and would 
}een the same though he had not seen her, from 
incern his disposition ever induced him to take ia 
oubles and disasters of his fellow- creatures, espe- 
such as were really brought on by misfortune, to 
irged upon no fault or indiscretion of the sufferer, 
amities of this description, there always appeared 
filing 90 interesting to him, that at the first glance 
lenUly mude them his own, and that not altogether 
" cdon of their being such as he ml^bs.'raNfc 
i or fltii/ exDcrieoce but cUit&v itQTSi*«x- 
£ 2 . _ 
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tain generosity and seDsibitity of soul, whkK dispos 
him lo compasaioii, abstracted Irom all consideratioas 
selF. In a word, when any thing of the kind came wil 
in his iLUDwlcdge, his mind became capUvc at once, a 
surrendered itscli' (o all the lender emotions of pity a 
regret. 

Heavily wore away the hours he was destined to pi 
tiy himself. Ai length the sinking of the sun behind ) 
tall trees qf the forest announced the one at hand 
which he expected Felisco. He was punctual to his i 
pointment, and came accompanied by Mactalla. 

' Well, Signor,' he softly exclaimed, as soon as 
door was closed, '■ the gang set off at the time I expect 

' And ever since,' cried i\Iactalla, ' we have bees i 
sied in overcoming sonii;: of our ditliculties, by ittakj 
the guards at the outer portal drunk. Praise be to 
Benedict, we did not find it a very troublesome imd 
talcing ; and now they lie, bound hand and foot, a; 
as possible, in a dungeon ol one of the towers, 
they may roar long enough before any one in this part 
die building can hear them : but lest the devil sba 
drive some one towards them, we had better, as evi 
thing is now ready for our escape, not defer it.' 

' Assuredly,' returned Osmond ; ' and now let Oie i 
I'orm you that 1 wae successful in discovering the prtvl 
entrance I went in search of this morning, and that ol 
fellow-prisoners are prepared to join us the moment 
call upon them.' 

' Signor,' said Felisco, in a grave voice, and wil 
clouded countenance, ' 1 am, 1 assure you, extrcn 
anxious for tlieir deliverance ; but notwithstanding, ci 
not help thinking, from certain reflections that have ( 
curred since we paried this morning, that it is advif 
able for us to leave them behind.' 

' Leave them behind !* repeated Osmond, in an accti 
wf horror. 

' Yes,Siguor, owing to the danger that will attend tha 
accompanying us in our flight.' 

' Danger I' said Osmond, again echoing his wort 

d with a keenly-enquiring glance. 

' Yet, Signor, danger. In a few minutes a matt l 
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to their apartment with supper ; and should he find I 
any difficulty iu obtaining admission, or not perceive | 
diem in it at the first glance, ineaiures will immediately 
be taken that in all probability will prevent our escape.' , 

* Why are we not armed !' demanded Osmond. 

' Because, Signor, 'tis not in our power to procure 
anns, the Captain having the key of die armory in his 
own possession. All things, therefore, taken into con- 
aideraticn, I really think, Signor, you had better leavp 
those unhappy strangers to their fate.' 

• No, by Heaven !' exclaimed Osmond, in the most 
impassioned tone, and with uplifted hands and eyes, as 
if calling upon Heaven to attest his vow, ' No ! though 
I even was not as much interested about <hem as, from 
knowing them, 1 am, since to abandon them, after the 
hopes 1 have inspired, the dangers I have unfolded, 
would make me look upon myself as a greater wretch , 
than any one of the monsters who have imprisoned them. 
But think not,' he added, perceiving Feliaco look alarm- 
ed, ' that it is my intention to involve you in any dan- 
ger on their account. I will myself take their place in 
ihe tower ; and by answering the ccntinel, in a feigned , 
voice, trust I shall prevent any of the consequences you 
apprehend. For fear of the worst, however, delay not 

a moment making your escape, after they have joined 
you ; and as soon as 1 think you are beyond these danger- 
oua walls, 1 will endeavour to accomplish mine : but re- 
member, I positively interdict your wailing longer for 
me than fifteen minutes ; it by the expiration of that 
time, I am not with you, depend on it something unfore- 
seen has occurred, and act accordingly.' 

• Oh, my dear master !' cried Mactalla, sobbing, ' I 
■ icannot think of leaving you....cannot think of your run- 
lung the risk of your life, Cor people who are, as one . 
iDiiy 3ay, perfect straneers to you.' 

' I am determined, said Osmond ; ' and equally de- 
termined tliat, in the present instance, no one shtdl run ~ 
any risk but myself. Do not despond, however, my 
[1 fellow,' added he, looking gratefully at Mactalla ; 1 
"Aavc, and ever shall, believe that an especial Provi- 
V watches gver tlie safety of those \jV\o mc'w ^-s&'^ 
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^^^brough motives of benevolence : but come, these p 
^^^Kous minutes are Seeling fast,' takmgupthelamp, wfa 
^^^peliscobad set on the table, as he spoke, and desiring b 
^^^m lead on to the fan staircase. 

' Here,' cried he, as soon as the door opening into 
suit of apartments this led to was unlocked, ' wait 
me, my friends, I'U take care you shall not be detail 

long-' . . 

He accordingly hurried forward, and was pleascQ 
find Mr. Raymond and his family anxiously waiting 
approach in the chamber communicating with the tow 
He briefly explained the way they were to go, and bfl 
them be as expeditious as possible. 

Ml". Raymond, on receiving his instructions, kiss 
his hand to him, with un air of the greatest impatiemi 
and taking the lamp from him with one hand, and ' 
of his daughter with the other, moved on....but I 
Raymond lingered. 

* Are you not coming with us ?' asked she, in an aa 
0U3 tone, and with a corresijonding look. 

' I will follow jou. Madam,' replied Osmond, som 

I .what evjsivcly. 
U ' Nay, 1 would much rather not proceed without yt 
Wf * Mrs. Raytnond, I am astonished how you can be 
Rdicutous,' in annngry voice, exclaimtdMr. Uaytnoi 
ud pausing for an instant. 
L * t>o on, go on, Madam, I conjure you,' cried C 
«nond i ' trust me, in a few minutes I hope we shall 
mutually congratulating one another on our fortunate t 
cnpe from this den of thieves.' 
I Mrs. Raymond, but with evident reluctance, obej-ed 

nl the moment she was out of sight, Osmond, sleppii 
jjrtiLigh the aperture, took possession of tlie apartma 
fie had vacated. 

I Scarcely had he done so, when he heard several effoi 
made to open tiie door, wliici) he had bolted on the t 
sid*-, and directly after a hoarse voice vociferating. 
* What ho .' Signor, what the devil have you done to tl 

Sdoor, that I carrt open it i' 
k * I have bolted it,' replied Osmond, imitating, an oex 
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[te could recollect, the tones of Mr. Raymond, ' a» 
B ladies, being fatigued, are undressing to lay down.' 
^ ' Well, I shall wait quietly a few ntinuies longer, and 
"theii I shall hope you'll admit me, as I am in a d.-.-mod 
J harry to go to my supper." 

' Oh, why,' involuntarily thought Osmond, with a 
heart swelling with indignation, ■ why does the known 
justice of the Supreme Being permit him to let such 
wretches as these eidat ? Why sleeps the thunder idle in 
HIshand, when it could so easily blast them .".... He start' 
ed, he recollected himselt...' P'orgive,* he cried, ' O for- 
give ! Thou, whose ways experience and observation ne- 
ra fail of justifying, ths involiintarj- reflection of a dis- 
turbed mind. This life would not be the state of disci- 
pline it is... .such as, for the improv»ment of our nature, 
lis requisite for us all to pass through. ...but for the mix- 
tQre of bad men with good in society. The crimes of 
the former bring forward the virtues of the latter.. ..all 
those suffering virtues, which otherwise would have no 
field for action ; and by the exercise of which the human 
character is not only tried and purified, but acquires some 
of its chief honours. Were there no bad men in the 
TTorld to harass and distress the good, the good might ap- 
pear in the light of harmless innocents, but could have no 
opportunity of displaying fidelity, magnanimity, patience, 
and fortitude ; one half of virtue, and that not the least 
important half, would be lost to the world, since, in our 
present imperfect state, any virtue that is not exercised, 
is in danger of becoming extinct. If goodness constantly 
proceeded in a smooth and flowerypath..., if, meeting with 
no adversity to oppose it... .if it was surrounded on every 
ride with acclamation and praise... .would there be no 
ground to dread its being corrupted by vanity or sinking 
into indolence V 

Here his reflections were interrupted by the ruffian at 
the door exclaiming still more impatiendy than be- 
fore....' Why, Signor, I say, an't the ladies undressed 
)feti If I am kept much longer here, the capon I have 
brought for their supper will be quite cold, and, what is 
worae, the fellow of it, which I haye prepared for my 
mm. Come, come, Signor, (thundering at the door,) ad- 
mit mc, I saj'.' 
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^^Bf * Have patience for a few minutes longer, 
^^^^mnnd. Then, persuing the thread of his r 
^H '! Yes,' cried hf, nic-ntally, ' 'tis necessary 'his dangrr 
^P^ aim should be disturbed ; the waters must be troubl 
*~ lest ihcy should stagnate and putrify.' 

* Why, Signor, hollo ! again, I say,' cried the rtri 
' are the ladies ill, thjt they are an silent ■ I have I 
heard them speak since I have been here.' 

* They are not always disposed tor conversatigl 
returnLd Osmond. 

' For women, that's a wonder I am sure,' retoi 
the other, with a loud laugh. Then, in a more bru 
tone....' Let them be disposed for what they may^Istl 
wait here no longer; so, Sigiinr, if you do not im 
diaiely unbolt the door, I shall make free ti 
open.' 

' Patience another minute, I implore )"on,' said Osmoi 

' Patience to the devil,' returned he, and Osmo 
heard him apply his foot to the door. 

To defer, therefore, another minute making his < 
cape, was not to be thought of ; and besides, by this til 
he flattered himself his friends had eifected theirs. .' 
cordingly, he hurried from the apartment, and has 
traversing the others he had to cross, carefully lock 
the door which enclosed the suite, and, passing the I 
staircase, descended by another to the hall. 

To his inexpressible joy he found it unoccupie 
He darted forward, and gaining die door, made an i 
fort to open it ; but how impossible to paint his anguii 
his emotion, at finding it resist his effort.. ..at findin 
locked, and the key taken out. 

For an instant he was overpowered by the greatnc 
of the shock this untoward circumstance gave htl 
Then recollecting himself.... recollecting that foftitu^ 
nnd coolness might do something, despair and agitatiod 
nothing, he looked around him to try whether he couli' 
perceive any other outlet by which to escape, but wilf 
out being able to discover any thing of the kind, the vii 
dows being all too high to admit a hoiie of cffectinK- 
that way, and the doors leading into passages, of the 1| 
tricacies of which he was too well apprized to suppt 
he could make his way through them. 
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K considering what he should do, a small dod 
great distance from the principal one, ;ind whiclt 
I not before noticed, owing to its hiing in:idc to 
Jling apannel, flew open, and a man rushing in 
he court stapt it to, and set his back against it. 
nond involuntarily started, and was retreating to- 
the nearest passage, as the only means of avoid- 
e conceived, immediate destruction, when his 
were arrested by the ruffian exclaimiiiu;....' Ho, 
B that you, Ossuna ? Curse me if 1 can well ace, 
got such a confounded giddiness in my head : 
you believe it (hiccoughing violently,) the hall 
dancing round me.' 

iXainting spirits of Osmond revived ; he perceiv- 
I ruffian was in a state of complete intoxication, 
ittered himself, from this circumstance, he should 
ay or other be able to render bim eubservient to 

ardingiy, collecting himself, and retiring behind 
the pillars....* And prythee to what may that gid- 
be owing I' asked he, imitating the gruff tone «f 
a, wliich he perfectly recollected. 
>u comical dog,' cried the other, half laughing, 
ccoughing, ' to as natural a cause as any in the 
...to that jolly rogue Felisco, and his friend Mac- 
mr new comrade, having prevailed on mc 10 as- 
Kin in emptying too many flasks of Burgundy, 
.'ou what Ossuna, I c.in see clearly we shall have 
aings here in future, fiom the companions we have 
got. By the Lord, if there be not a good vintage 
ear, we shall be in a bad way, for our cellars will 
e low, I'm certain ; and no wonder.... since such 
I, they contain would make even a Musslemao 

A what the devil are you doing there stuck up 

'it dusty pillar !' 
^an well ask ^\■hat you are doing at that door ! 

Idvice, and as your head is giddy, sit down.' 

Edu dog, ask me to leave my post ! But no, I 

fcil.' 

P not to assist in emptying another flask !' ^ 

U Unconscionable dog !' hiccoughed the otb 
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^^■f* No, I deny being unconscionable,' returned Osmon 
^^^BConsider I was nut of your party with Felisco.' 
^^H * Truf, true, that's very true, comrade, and thcreE 
^^Bretract my words. Yes, yes, I aee you are not uno 
^^T^cionable ; and so, d'ye see, as aoon as I can get one 
the rascals Irotn above to take my post here, I am y 



• Grol aiiodi, lik« H»v'n, are pleii'd with doii 
Tho' [he ungraLcful lubJKIl of tlxir fivouri 
Arc barren in return. Virtue doet gtill 



lOve the worihlejt irophin men c*n riiie, n 

e leeki not honour), weilih. nor .iry priiie; J. 

It with hentlf, bcrielf the goddeit piyi ' J 

Rows'* Takirlam 

' STUFF, stuff!' somewhat impatiently, s 
the pretended Ossuna ; ■ don't you trouble your he 
man, about that door ; I'll take care of it for you.' 

' You ! thank you ; but I'll not quit my post until I , 
regularly relieved ; for that rascal Tivoli owes 
grudge, and would be glad, I know (hiccoughing,) 
have an opportunity of doing me an injury with H 
Captain.' 

' But why can't I relieve you as well as he V 

' You ! why d.—inn it, Ossuna, you sly dog, you m 
to a certainty have been taking a flask too much ypi 
sdf, to ask me such a question. You stupid dolt, do 
you know liiat you are appointed cook this night, 1 
ha» e to prepare supper against the troop returns i' 

* Ah, true, true ; but ptay, comrade, can you ioli) 

S why the great door, contrary to usual custt>m« 

fted to-night !' 

I yea, ^yes, I'll t.;ll you all about that. As I wa» ti 
IpndB as usua\,\\Ve a ca,i:eM\-^avOATOOTias.Vii 
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I id the key on the outside ; but how the devil it 
Khere, is more than I can inform you, or puzzle 
Kid to guess, but so it was. Ha, ha! sjiil I, as 
ps [ saw it, this does not look right ; ho I whipt it 
snd put it into my pocket : here it i»,' producing a 
Iremendoui key. 

' Yes, so t perceive ; but had you not better return it 
lathe door^ for it must be cumbersome, and besides 
may otherwise be mislaid.' 

' No, comrade, no.' provokingly thrusting it again in* 
to his pocket, ' I shall keep it till the Captain comes 
back, to convince him that though I do now and then do 
what he accuses me of....take a cheerful glass or so, I 
never inundate ray brains sufficienUy to prevent my 
knowing wliat 1 am aijout." 

To the conBleroation of Osmond, the alarm-bell now 
rang out. 

' Hey-day, why what the devil's the matter,* exclaim- 
ed the other, after listening a minute, with a vacant 
etare ; * surely the rascals in the north tower, and their 
prisoners, can't be scuffling ; but if so, one should think 
Aey might dn without ringing fur assistance.* 

' But I suppose ihey can't.' said Osmond ; ' you had 
better, therefore, hasten to them/ 

' Hasten ! hasten ! to quit my post ! d....mn me, Oasu- 
na, if you desire me to do so agiin, but I shall suspect you 
oFsome foul design.' 

Voices now sounded at no great distance. 

' Nay then,' sajd Osmond to himself, ' nothing but a 
desperate effort remains for me.' 

. He accordingly rushed upon the ruffian, and seizing 
him by the collar, dragged him from the door, but was 
prevented retreating through it by his, in his turn, also 
leizing him. A vioknt struggle now took place between 
them, the villain being uncommonly athletic, and besides 
not so stupidly drunk as not to guess the intentions of 
Osmond, on finding himself collared by him, and percciv- 
ingthat he was not the person he supposed. 

JDcsperation. however, nerving the arm of OsmaTid., 
Itogth succeeded in getting him to the ^TOMWiiNsoSi 
jfame instaat hud the morti&catton at \urt\fta cm) 
i if' F 
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of his legs seized liy him. The eyes of Osmond lih 
led, his breathing became nearly suspended, he stoop 
and pulling from tlie girdle of the wretch one of the p 
tols with which it was stuck, held it in a threatening a 
tude to his head. 

This action had the desired eS'ect....he was immedii 
iy released -, and hastening to the door, passed out, : 
turned the key. 

He speedily gained the vaulted passage in the oi 
court ; but scarcely had he done so, ere he paused in c 
Etertiation at perceiving two shadows at the entrai 
which gradually retiring as he advanced, led him to ii 
ginehe was in danger of being Waylaid within it. 1 
horrible surmise made him stand for a minute in suspa 
befoie it. An exulting shout, and the steps of part 
behind him, then again urged him forward. As he 
ceeded; a heap ot rubbish obstructed the path, and < 
ed him to stumble : on recovering himself, he distingui 
cd the panting of his pursuers. Still, however, he pn 
ed forward, though now almost hopeless of reaching 
wished- for goal. At length it appeared in sight ; but 
the same instant two men darted to it from a recess 
the wall. He now gave himself up for lost, and, pauai 
felt the skirt of his coat instantiy seized behind. The' 
fort, however, that was made to drag him back was ri 
dered abortive by the still more violent one that, at ■■ 
same moment, was made by these two men to drag h 
forward. They succeeded in theirs ; and, hastily c) 
the portal against the ruffians, who were rushi 
:er thtin, locked it, and flung away the key. 
* Now we are sufe, we are safe,* shouted Mactallaf 
transport of joy, and who, together with his friend 
SCO, had thus ventured to the assistance of Osmond, 
Iclay in joining them having excited dreadful appr«h 
'ions for his salety ; ' blessed be St. Benedict lor jouri 
e ranee.' 

i tttiat I never shall forget the gratitude I owl 
>aven for it,' said Osmond ; and hurniing over 
Ihiwbridge, he found, in a little sequestered glade am 
*K trees, :>t the opposite side of the lawn, the Raymoi 
jg'.ther Willi the little French boy, whom FcUsco 
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ijpo contriveJ to get from the caadc, am) hones prcpar* 
ed for the whole parlv. 

' Thank Heaven,' hi the most animated tone, exclaim- 
ed Mrs. Raymond, hnalily advancing from beni^ulh the 
deup shadow of the trees to meet Usmontl the moment 
he appeared, we see you ngiiin in safety : had you fiillen 
a vicn m to your loo great generosity (lor the risk you nm 
on our accnuni has been cKplaincd to us,) never, never 
iVDuld the liberty purchased at so dear a rate h^ive afford- 
ed me happiness.' 

")»mond bowed.. ..to speak at the moment was not in 
■ :eply was he affected hy this grateful ac- 
rdgmeni, the recollection of all he had lately gone 
^h, of all he had been instrumental in preventing, 
huff] stuff!' exclaimed Mr. Raymond, following 
Iteps with his daughter, and in a tone indicative of 
Displeasure ; ' this is no time for compliments.' 
tfe certainly should not linger here,' said Fclisco ; 
Bfacrc is no knowing the moment when some ofthe 
tti may return.' 

Lfld again I say,' cried Mr. Raymnnd, thereby im- 
g they had been arguing the point before, ' the di- 
>adto Naples is the one we must take,' 
'/ God, Sir,* said Felisco, in the most impatient 
Jot, ' have I not already explained to )'ou the reasons 
Eih should deter us from taking that. ...explained to you, 
that to a certainty that is the one in which wc shall be 
pursued by the banditti, the other being so intricate and 
tedious, that they'll never dreani of our having cho- 
sen it !' 

' And pray,' in the haughtiest voice imaginable, * do 
you think I troubled myself to attend to your stupid 
explanations ? Again I say, the straight road to Naples is 
the only one I will take.' 

* Then, hy all the saints in the cakndar, you must find 
» way to it yourself ; for curse me,' cried Felisco, not 
""e exasperated by the supercilious manner in which 
A been treated by him, '' if I hazard my life, to grati- 
br whim in conducting you to it.' 
Tray, pray,' supplicated his lady, ' be persu-.ided to 
;iip a determination so inimical to our sK[et\. C 
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shall die with terror if you persist in it, after the d^ 
I have heard of its being hkely to expose us to.' 

' Do, mj- dear father, do,' entreated his lovely dat 
ter, but in a [rembling voice, and attempting, as she sp 
to clasp his arm, which, however, she was preventtd 
ing, by his rudely, or rather brutally, pushing her 



Osmond, recovering from the emotion which ha^ 
m instant impeded his utterance, could no longer ref 
from intcrfetir.g. 

' Pardon me. Sir,' said he, addressing himself to ■ 
Raymond, but in a tone expressive of the indignatioB 
obstioacy, insolence, and inhumanity had excited, ^ 
ucVnowledging myself amazed at your conduct....ani 
■td that, at a moment like the present, you can yid 

ly other feelings than those of benevolence.* 

'And pray. Sir,' haughtily inquired the other, • 1 
» there in my conduct so amazing i Is it my not attl 
ing to idle arguments on one h:ind, and silly fears oa 
other, that occs&icns ycu such surprise i' ( 

It is your not regarding just arguments and nat 
fears. Sir,' replied Osmond, in a tore not less hau| 
than his own, ' which so astonishes and disgusts me, 
now induces me to tell you, in a more peicmptory i 
ner thim I could have wished to hivve done, that the 
which our deliverer here (pointing to Felisco) wisha 
to pursue, is tlie only one that shall be taken.' 

' Shall !* repeated the other, drawing back, and 
dently swelling with rage and resentment j ' permit j 
"ir, to inform you, this is a kind of language 1 have 
n accustomed to hear.* 

Nor I to use, Sir,' cried Osmond ; ' but never, M 
■convinced, as in the present case, that 1 am light, i 
my language be less decisive,' 

' Oh drop, i'or Heaven's sake, this altercation,' i 
Mrs. Kajmqnd, drawing nearer to him ;' while argt 
in this manner, we may be surprised : and how, | 
ihcn woidd you have to reproach yourself,' she ad^ 
looking camrsdy at him, ' since to you nlone woid^ 

t being so be owing?' i^^^l 

' Prejmrc the horses, Felisco,' said Osinoa(t^^^^| 
tuaore must Rot be wasted.' ^^^^| 



, acl 
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e horses were immediattlr brought forwiird ; and 

Mia» Kaymond being nearer to him at the moment than 
her mother, he first offered her hia hand to assist her in 
mounting. Her accepting it, however, was prevented 
by her father rudely interposing bctwcun them. He 
■CJzed her hand himself....' And we Iihvc already 
occasioned you so much trouble, Sir^* cried he, Osmond 
could not help thinking in a sneering lone, * that any 
services my daughter may require, 1 shall render her 
myself.' 

Osmond, with a slight inclination of his hetid, imme- 
diately drew back, so piqued, so irritated, as to resolve 
from that moment to hold no further converse with this 
migratefut man and his family. 

' 'Tis by means of such characters as his,' laid he, 
roentally, as with a heart swelling with offended pride 
andjust indignation he turned from him, ' that the mind 
by degrees is rendered callous to the pleadings of hu- 
manity, and men acquire a misanthropical turn. I will, 
therefore, ihun, diligently shun, such, whenever ihey 
come across my path, in order to avoid the perversion 
of my feelings, the destruction of all the social charities 
of tny nature, from the exercise of which man derives 
his highest enjoyment.' 

As he stood adjusting the bridle of his horse, he felt 
his arm gently pressed behind ; and tuining round be- 
held Mrs. Ravmond at his elbow. 

' You are offended,' eaid she, ' 1 see you are offended ; 
ifyou continue so, Ishall be quite unhappy. Oh, if you 
could look into my heart* you would there fslie added, 
in the most energetic tone) discover sentiments whicli 
would, I make no doubt, appease your, I acknowledge, 
just resent me nt....you would then find, that ingratitude 
is not the vice of all. Yet let me not say ingratitude.... 
no, no, 'tis hrom pettishness the expressions dropt 
which offended you.' 

Osmond, who knew not what it was in his own bosom 
to involve the innocent with the guilty, perpetuate the 
memory of injuries, or keep alive the flame of rcsent- 

K warmly, though respectfully, pressed her band be- 1 
his, and conjured her (the cloud of passion va~ 
- - J 



XHB DISCARDED SON, 

_ ling from his brow, and hia fine countenance i egais 
ing all its wonted openness) to think no more of v ' ' 
had passed, assuring her lie should give it no place ii 
remembrance. 

' A thousand, thousand thanks,' cried she, in the m<M 
grateful accent, * for this assurance.' 

'I"hen pennitting him to lead her to her horse, he a,^^ 
.sisted her on it ; and the party set oif, Fclisco leadiq 
the wav, and Osmond and Alactalla bringing up lb 
rear. 

The intricacies and difficulties of the way they deem 
ed it expedient to pursue, the expedition they were ans 
ous to moke, and the agitation tiiey were naturally il 
precluded all further conversation for some time. A 
length, after a long silence, Mactalla motioned to hi 
master to slacken his speed a little, and upon his obc] 
ing....' By St. Benedict,' cried he, in a low voice, * bt 
you risked your life, Signor, for a bad man,' pointing, | 
he spoke, to Mr. Raymond, who rode close to hi 
daughter, and apparently regardless of all but her an 
himself. * Would you believe it f .«.that ungrateful v'i 
Iain (forhe deserves no other appellation) wanted Fdil 
to and me not to wait for you, saying he was certain TOI 
could not escape, and at all events, whether you did 
not, it wus not fair that so many persons should endangfl 
their lives for the sake of one.' 

' Gracious Heaven !' exclaimed Osmond, in a tone 
horror, ' is it possible?* 

' Why,Signor, I wouldn'ttry tomakethedevilhinnd 
appear blacker than he really is ; but 1 don't wonder at yod 
almost doubting what I have told you, since to be sui^ 
it seems almost incredible that any man should be vil 
enough to disrcgardthc safety of the person whowasriski 
ing it on their account ; and by the Powers I made n 
bones in ti:lling him so : if ever he got a good dressing 
he got it from Felisco and me. ' 

' And the ladies,' anxiously demanded Oimonil 
' were they equally uninterested about me !' 

' They! Oh, blessings on them, not at all. Ifyoi 
bad bei n the nearest and dearest friend they had in dv 
" :.d, they couldn't have felt more for you thaa ll>«y 
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seemed to do. His lady, though 1 am sure she is afraid 
of him, and no wonder, for I am certain he is a tyrant to 
his heart, made no scruple of reproaching him for hit 
cruelty and ingraticudr, in thinking of serving j'ou in 
such a manner ; and as to his daughter, her pretty eyes 
never shed so many tears before, I dare say ; for at Brstf 
both she and her mother appeared apprehensive of our 
acting as he wished.' 

' Well, for the honour of human nature, I am glad to 
hear they do not resemble him,' said Osmond j ' I will 
hope and believe, in order to prevent my being disgusted 
with it, that but few eould be found who do.' 

* And moreover. Signer,' rejoined Mactalla, ' it waa 
he to a certainty that turned the key in the hall door ; but 
whether owing to accident or deaign, I cannot pretend to 

' Oh, moat assuredly to accident,' returned Osmond, 
with quickness j ' for what motive could he possibly have 
for wishing my destruction I* 

' Why, that's true, Signor ; that's a question I have 
asked myself; and as I cannot answer it in a satisfactory 
manner, I am inclined to think aa you do in this instance. 
Heaven knows it was bad enough his thinking so little of 
you, without doing t.ny thing he thought could injure 
you.' 

To this obser\-ation Osmond only replied by shaking 
his head ; and again they rode on in silence. 

Previous to this information, Osmond had been en- 
deavouring to reason himself out of the prejudice he had 
conceived against Mr. Uaymond, in consequence of his 
haughty and obstinate deportment, by reflecting, that the 
best of men had frequently contradictory qualities in their 
dispositions, and at times acted in so strange and unac- 
countable a manner, as completely to shadow all their 
virtues ; and besides that, great allowances should be 
made for a person situated as he understood him to be 
npl only compelled to quit his native country, but in all 
probability tortured by remorse for the act which had 
obliged him to do so. But now any longer to combat 
inst this, he found to be impossible ; and so strong, 
kcidcd di(l it become, that, but for tbe consideration 
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of his amiable companions, he would have had no hesiia 
tion in resolving from this moment to keep entirely a 
from him. 

From any ostentatious display of gratitude for thr s 
vice he had-rendered him, the risk he had run on his j 
count, he would have shrunk embarrassed and distre 
ed i but some faint appearance of it would have bee 
gratifying to his feehngs, from the proof it would hav 
afforded of his generosity not havir" been exercised fo 
an unworthy character. 

Though his resentment against Mr. Kaymond coul 
not be subdued, it was much allayed wlien he reflects 
on the pain bis conduct towards him evidendy gave b 
wife and daughter ; and on their account, as much i 
possible, he resolved on concealing his feelings : on tt 
latter b, degrees his thoughts solely turned ; and with 
transport impossible to be described, he dwelt on tl 
idea of the deliverance he had afforded her, or rather 
the idea of the sentiments it had perhaps excited in hi 
bosom for him. 

Quickly, however, did the delicious sensations inspi 
ed by the idea of these yield to the recollection of ll 
obstacles which want of fortune threw in the way of 
union with her ; and again he accused himself of sel^ 
nesa, for wishing to inspire her, or deriving plcasti: 
from die thoughts of having done so, with sentiments I 
a tender nature for him... .again resolved to punish hin 
sell for so doing, by having no further eommunicatia 
with her ttian was absolutely necessary. 
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CHAP. VII. 



JUST as day began to dawn, the party cmerg- 
I the condnes of the forest, and crossing n plain, 
.dotted with trees, entered upon a valley of consi- 
extent, bounded by and winding away somctliing 
neandering river, amongst mountains of variotu 
id form J some, from their frightfid chaams and 
' caverns, shagged with thorn, and shaded with 
irkest foliage, appeared only 6t haunts for the 
igwolf, or midnight sons of plunder.... others, with 
aspect, rose from the vale ; here, clad with state- 
there, swelling into grassy hillocVs, or sinlcing 
. o'rrtopt by lowering and piojecling roclts, the 
its of which were beautifully contrasted by the 
verdure of the pines that waved over them, and 
'ery rills that trickled down their sides, as if to 
noss and wild plants with which they were 
mountain torrents were seen rushing down 
lous precipices, now disappearing amidst tangled 
I, then again bursting on the view, in a sheet of 
as if eager to gain the tranquil mazes of the vale 
lath, where aromatic shrubs and flowers intermingled 
ihcir beauties, and giive new sweetness to the breath of 



As the rising sun gradually unfolded this scenery to 
the view of the travellers, the heart of Osmond swelled 
with gratitude to Him who had given him again to hail 
the glories of the opening day in safety, and gaze again, 
without fear or molestation, on the extensive landscape. 
Revived by the balmy freshness of the air, cheered 

— ' latin hymns of unnumbered birds, andattverf 

•traaiiag hia present with his vecenl e>lVki%'UOn., 
fclt.ia if he A.idrecovered all his ■woMeOi *:>»«■' 
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ty ; but, like the Marchesa Morati, thoug!r 
of these, she would still have been aKractivc, t 
sessing were her manners, so dignified her air ail 
portmenc 

Convinced, from the assurances of Felisco, tha 
were in perfect safety in their present situation, ^ 
tercdlnto a cheerful conversation with Osmond, iij 
live at once of a liberal and accomplished mind, I 
which neither her husband nor daughter panicifj 
both sarbehlnd her, and at some distance ; and | 
astonishment of Osmond, as he could not : 
was under any apprehension of unpleasant conseqil 
ensuing from his now being seen, the former stillj 
nued mufAed up in such a manner, that not a featu 
visible. 

That his silence was premeditated, he made no Q 
but that the fair Cordelia's proceeded from aught H 
dread of him, he could not imagine, owing to a| 
or two, which, spite of ihe interposition of her I 
he caught. i 

At the request of Mrs, Raymond, he gave not j 
succinct account of the manner in which he had^ 
into the hands of the banditti, but of the circunid 
to which his visiting Naples were owing. On ha 
eluding.../ Your narrative may with truth,' said sH 
sQ'led one of ihe most disastrous ch4nccs.>..o(H 
which has the singular effect of at once softenii^ 
strengthening the mind, since, while it aiTec 
ings, it inspires fortitude, by proving that there is H) 
ger, no difficulty almost, which resolution and p 
may not overcome.' 

Sh"; then in her turn, informed hijn, that at theJ 
of the wood iij which he ;ind his attendants badj 
refuge from the storm, they had been surprised I 
banditti, she could not htip thmkingowing K 
ery of iheir aeivanta, as, though armed and num 
they made not an effort to defend them, nor bad <| 
them been seized by the troop. 

At length Osmond arose and withdrew, v 
afford Mrs. Kaymond and her fair d 
tuni;y of enjoying a little repose. 
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Lost ill thought, be atrolled further into the wood, 
ri^ut reRecting on the necessity there war* for his en- 
Mvouring to obtain Bome himself. His dislilce to Mr. 
layinond aircngthened, he almost beltcvedf beyond the 
wssibility of being subdued, owing to the unahered coid- 
EfesSt or rather fastidiousness of his manner^ and which he 
Inn again tempted to ascribe solely to au ungracioua tem- 
ter, tqo callaui to feel gratitude, and too proud to ac- 
ncmrledge aa ubligatiun. But with the indignation and 
■KDtment be felt against htm for his conduct was ming- 
H something like pity ; for of how many exquisite en- 
wments must his yielding to such a temper debar him, 
■ thought-.M domestic pleasure, the consolations of 
fteodsbip, the silent satisfaction resulting from the con- 
Bousness of being esleemcd....yes, the man who har- 
Bured such a one could not fail (he inwardly exclaimed} 
JTbeing an enemy to his own happinessi 
F At last, completely overpowered by fatigue, he threw 
■nisclf at the root ofan old tree, which dipt its trembling 
Ed far-extended boughs into a brook that babbled by, and 
mduully sunk into a transient slumber, lulled by die 
kt rustling of the foliage, and the ceaseless hum of 
pnTming insects, not undetightful 

' ■ To him who raiuei throagh ihe woodi t( noou ; 
I Of drawiy ihiphcKt, M he licifeclin'ij, 

Wilhhjl[.«huteyei,btne.ihtbeflo«m((ih>*e 

Of wiliowi grey, dote tiowdiog o'er the brook," 

'_From this he awoke refreshed, and retracing his way 
p the bower, stopt within some yards of it, in consc- 
joenee of seeing Miss Raymond seated near the brow of 
lie hill, beneath the shade of some tall and clustering 
peeSi her hack towards him, and she appeared buried in 
iioucht. 

Wliat would he not have given M the moment to havo 
lieeii able to have looked into her heart, as Ariel was into 
lha( of Belinda's^ 

A fear of appearing intrusive.-, that modesty which is 
paenilly reckoned the companion of genuine love, and 
^ - ' '■ dw»y3 of sensibility... .withheld him from ap> 
~* U but though he wa^ able to resist the t| 
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^^H pulse which would have led him to her sii]e, 

^^V able to prevail on himself to quit a spot where, withou 

^^Lf:urring the imputation of impertinence, he could ind 

^^■himaelf in gazing on her., .but the pleasure he der 

^^HfroRi ibis was not unalloyed, as he silently observed 

^^Band involuntarily reflected on the happiness the man I 

^^Henjoy, who should cqU such a treasure his. He 

^^ fleeted, his thoughts recurring to the apparent s 

of her father, on the probability there was of her 

pcriencing herself the felicity she was so capable of 

stowing, and deserving of possessing.. ..he sighed at 

idea.. ..sighed to think she might be forced into the d 

of age and ugliness... .doomed to become the partnei 

some sordid wretch, intent only on his own gratificad 

An accidental movement of her head discov^ 

him to her, interrupted his reflections; he directly 

proacbed her, and, with a glow upon his cheek, not 

bright at the moment than that which sufl'used hen, 

pressed hia apprehension of having stattled her, as, I 

seeing him, she had hastily risen. 

* No,' she replied, only surprised her, as she did 
expect to see him at the moment. Then added, that 
nhle to rest, owing to the impression recent incidents' 
made upon her mind, she had quitted the ehady C 
in which he had left her, in order to indulge herstilf 1 
the contemplation of the surrounding scenery™.* 

nnhich, I fancy,' continued she, ' you were quite abob 
L«d at the moment 1 discovered you.' 

' 1 was indeed,' said Osmond, raising involuntarilji 
es to hers, ' absorbed at that moment in the cent 

n of one of the loveliest objects in creation.' 

' Indeed !' she replied, with a deeper blush, and a 1) 

Ifjng smile, which impbed her better understanding 

'mportol his words than she appeared willing to led 

cnagine ; ' where there are so many, as in the pn 

nstance, I should think it rather a difficult matter ti 

llJect a particular o 

' By no inefins,' said Osmond ; ' the one I alUidc' 
supi rliitively lovely, that I think it next to lUTpi 
iv one could hesitate in giving it a decided h 

• Well, pi.'1'haps so,' she returned, with e 
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but a carclesSQesa which OsinoniJ could not help thinkiog 
nan; feigned than felt. 

L The conversation now turned upon the enchanting 

fcmpects stretched around them, which brought to hia . 

feiad, Osmond said, the delighiful shades of Acercnza. 

' Ah ! delightful shades indeed,^ echoed Miss Ray* 

Bond, with a sigh. 

' YcB, by me they will ever be regarded as such,' said 

Osmond ; * since It was amongst them 1 first bi^held ' 

He paused, suddenly recoUccied himself, und looked 
onfused. 

Miss Raymond appeared not leas so; and from this 
llrcumstancc Osmond was convinced she perfcctlj' com- 
Bthended what he had been on the point of saying, 
■'lera moment of evidently painful c mburruasment 
aides, she motioned to return to tlic recess, but 
ented by the unexpected approach of her mo- 

lly dear girl,' she exclaimed, in hurried accents, 

jwa have caused me inexpressible terror, by c^uitting 
JBjy side.' 
r ^Itss Raymond expiesaed the greatest regret for hav- 

igdone so, since the occasion of alarm to her ; account- 
3 her aa she had previously done to Osmond, for 

tving quitted their shady covert. 

' I cannot wonder indeed.' replied Mrs. Raymond, 
Pat the impression made upon your imagination by re- 
[tenl scenes. I trust now,' smiling a litde archly, ' you 
ihave had quite enough of the ttrrific,....You must know 
PMr. Munro,' turning and addressing herself to him, 
'^this young lady took it into her head, owing to the pe- 
rusal of romances, to wish to find herself the inhabitant of 
^mc dilapidated mansion, where she would be likely to 
,1mc herself in old corridors, marble halls, and subtera- 
neous pass ages. ...in short, have the sublime sensation of 
'lerrwr every instant awatened in her mind ; and no one 
will deny, I believe, that this wish has been accomplish- 
ed.' 

* Yes, hut my dear mother,' returned Miss Raymond, 
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tures truly horrific and 

a spectre, and met with a mutilated manuscripi^ 

* Well, Madam,' said Osmond, * though I caonol 
pletc them in one way, by raising a spectre, I can i 
iher, by producing such a manuscript as you allud 
:.uddcnly recollecting the one he had picked up 
cusde. 

' Heally ?'8aid Miss Raymond, with quickness 
pray what are its contents t' 

* That, Mudam, I cannot say, as I have not yn 
lime to look over it.' 

Mrs. Raymond enquired how he had met with ' 
on being informed....' Well,' said she, ' I acknon 
iTjy curiosity is so awakened, that, as we are here i 
feet safety, and will not, you know, recommence om 
ney for some hours, I should like, if not disagrees 
you, to heat it.' 

Oamond, bowing, assured her he was happy bi 
expression at having an opportunity of obliginghei 

They seated themselves on the spot Miss Ray 
had just before occupied, and which was exactly t 
one as the poet has described, 



Osmond hastily ran his eye over the mamiscript, ' 
sure himself there was nothing in it improper foi 
ear, and having satisfied himself there was not, an 
pared them for numerous breaks in the narrative, 
sioncd by that cormorant Time, thus began :.... 



CHAP. VIII. 

710 LAURJI MARTIJ^ELLT^ 

* AT the moment in which we were b 
each other adieu, yuu charged me, my de ar X 
write to you, and give you an ace 
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though solitai-y, edifice, in wiiich my ruined fortuiiL-s 
have occasioned me to lake refuge, in order to avoid the 
manifold injuries and indignities which persons of low 
pride and illiberal minds are but too apt to bcnp Upon 
fliose who have unexpectedly fallen from a height that once 
pravoked their envy... .above all, you charged me to give 
mutlic particularsof the event of which you iay you have 
hitherto only been able to glean imperfect information, to 
which its desertion to a few domestics is owiog ; not 
doubting my being able to collect .these for you, in conse- 
quence of being on the spot where that eveii[ happened. 
' Your commands must ever meet with obtdicncc 
^m me ; and in conformity to ihem I now lake up m< 
pen. 

' The castie of Clarizio, whose solemn echoes, after 
tong slumbering, the sighs of my grief have ag.iin awak- 
ened, is at this period just such a retreat as despair 
%ould wish to make choice of.,..a proud record of the 
lute of former times, a melancholy monument of the an- 
ti^ity and greatness of the family to which it beltings. 

It stands upon the banks of a rapid liver, which pro- 
duces a melancholy noise, owing to focks that in many 
[daces cause it to fret and murmur in its cijurse. Oa 
every side aspiring shades surround it, amidst wiiuse 
deep rcccsacs, ravens, and other Ill-omened birds, lodge 
securely. Ruin and desolation every where encompass, 
it: its stately towers are decayed, its battlements are 
broken ; ivy enwreaihs its windows, and the long grass 
raves where once the conquering banner hung : in the 
luniiture, or once gorgeous ornaments, scarce a vestige 
<£ former magnificence remains ; and the few aged do- 
mestics who inhabit it, seem, like the building itself, 
bending beneath tlie influence of that destroying powci 
ihich conquers all. From them I have gathered the 
particularB you desire to be acquainted with. 

' The Marchese Montana was an only child. He 
was naturally of a haughty and vindictive spirit ; and the 
' ';ea, which by proper atteuloo^ migiiL b^A^b 
G 2. 
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been subdued, were encreased and finaUy conErmo 
false indulgence and pernicious flattery. 

He was just emerging into manhood, when a a 
g'iuu3 disorder carried ojT both his parents, and thui 
him uncontrolled niaster of his own aclions. ArdQ 
his passions, he hesitated not to avail himself, to its 
lest extent, of the liberty he had thus prematurely ac( 
cd ...immediately entering upon a course of dissipa 
which he persevered in for years, to the great detrij 
uf his morals, health, and character. At length si 
hegan to prevail : he grew disgusted with all that 
formerly delighted him, and in consequence resolve 
marrying, and withdrawing from the scenes that In 
long witnessed his excesses. 

About the period he tunned this resolution, fami 
gan to blazon forth the charms and aecompHshmeU 
the Count Clarizio's heiress, the young and lovely 
bella ; but at the court of Naples, where they were 
extolled, she had never yet made her appearance ; 
few accidental visitors at the remote castle of her (at 
she was indebted.' 

' One of the breaks,' said Osmond, ' which IprepI 
you for.' 

' The description given by these accidental visitoi 
her charms, so impressed itself upon the imaginatn 
Montana, that he would immediately have made t 
tures for her hand, but for an apprehension of theli 
ing exaggerated. The idea, however, of losing so 1( 
a creatuie, as he was sensible Isabella must be, if i 
ai:cording with the portrait drawn of her, rendered 
miserable, and .it length induced him to deterrain 
sending some one in whom lie could confide to the « 
uf Clari-^tio, for ilic purpose of ascertaining exactly ' 
she was, atKl thus having his suspense and indec 
rcspeciing lier termijiated. 

The person whom, after some deliberatjon. he the 
proper to employ, was a youth of the name of Carle 
ronimi, the descendant of a nobte but unfortunate ' 
in the iate of which some particular circumsi 
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Kto narrate, had eo strongly interested Montana, 
lot altogether destitute of those qualitica which 
constitute the nobility of the heart, that, on its final 
downfal, he took this its sole surviving branch under his 
protection, and educated htm with a care and tenderness 
mat caused it to be reported, and generally believed, that 
be meant to make him his heir. 

The heart of the youthful Carlo dilated with transport 
at the confidence reposed in him by his btnefactor. He 
exulted to think he had an opportunity of obliging him, 
feeling, whenever such a one occurred, the debt of grati- 
tude he owed him less oppressive. 

Attended by one chosen domestic, he act out for the 
taslle of Clarizio, where he purposed introducing hiin- 
Klf, under the pretext of having lost his way. 

He travelled with such expedition, that towards the 
close of day, just as the yellow radiance that had long 
trembled over it was fading away, he entered the forest 
of Clarizio. The tale he had fabricated for the purpose 
of gaining admission to the stately mansion it embower- 
ed, succeeded as he wished. On giving in his name at 
ihe portal, he was invited to enter, and conducted through 
H numerous train of domestics to the ban quetting- room, 
where the Count and Countess sat at supper. Nothing 
Could be more gracious than their reception of him. As 
toon as the ceremonies of introduction were over, and he 
hid tuken a seat beside his noble hostess, he looked for 
Isabella. 'I'hree young ladies occupied places at the ta- 
ble, but all so equally and so exquisitely lovely, that, 
Itruck with surprise and admiration, he could scarce for- 
bear cxcliuming,...' Are there then three Isabellas ?' 

He soon found,howcvev, thai not one of these answer- 
ed to th.1t name, that they were merely visitors at the 
nsilc, and thai Isubtlta herself was then confined by a 
a ilight indisposition to her apartment. Impatience to 
behold her made him forsake fits couch at an early hour 
ihe rasuing morning : he found the Count and Count 
in 8 magnificent saloon, opening to a garden, yet gliti 
ingwith the dews ot tarlv day, and exhibiting at once 
v of spring and luxuriance of summer. 
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But from maaimate objects his attention was spe< 

.. .. - jj . . . . 



P 

^Hly diverted by a young female advancing down 
^Bi towards the saloon: on her his eyes instantly becai 
^P rivetted—.for never had so lovely an object before 
" their gaze. 

* Oh ! if this be Isabella (he inwardly exclaimQ 
blest indeed will Montana be, should he gain her hai 
Oh ! if this be her, 1 must hence without delay^ or 
danger my fidehty to him.' 

She entered, and was presented to him as the daugh 
of his host. He perceived tlie danger of tarrjing ai 
ther hour at Clarizio j yet still he hngered i and 
consciously exposing himself to temptation, beet 
overpowered by it ; the seductive softness of Isabel 
manners completed die conquest of her eyes, and he 
came a traitor to honour^ gratitude, and Montana.... 
scrupling to let the Count and Countess imaginctW 
means of inducing them to favour his addresses to tti 
daughter, that it was indeed the intention of the M 
chese Montana to make him his heir : neither to wi 
to this unsuspicious friend that she by no means justii 
the report given of her charms j notwithstanding whi 
however, it washis intention, if his patron objected l 
to the measure, to endeavour to recommend himaelj 
her favour, his situation in life rendering birth and £ 
tune of more estimation in his eyes than personal acc( 
plishments. 

As he expected, Montana readily and joyfully 
corded him tlie permission he had thus artfully soliciu 
to pay his addresses to the Lady Isabella, accompaai 
with his best wishes for the success of his suit. 

These wishes were speedily accomplished. Car 

>cl scarcely iu the bloom of life, and possessed of 

~^ X heaven or earth could bestow to render him aqu 

.the finest symmetry of form, the most scduci 

icrs, eyes eloquently expressive of ihc movemei 

his soul, therurest and the most dazzling accomplti 

insntB....soon succeeded in inspiring Isabella w; 

wishes responsive to his own. 

Her happiness was too precious to her parents to (M 
'•* them to control her inclination in the present 
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although an immediate, instead of expected, ac- 
ijuisiuvO of fortune, would ha^'e been a very agreeable 
circumsUnce to them ; iheir own, through various cir- 
cumstances, being so much impaired, that at this period, 
tiiey found it nearly inadequate to the maintenance 
of that splendor hereditary pride made them ansioua to 
keep up. 

The nuptials of their daughter agreed on, and to 
which Carlo contrived a pbusible pretext both to him 
and them for not inviting Montana, the most magntfi- 
lent feles took place at the caatle in honour of them. 
Amongst other entertainments given on this occasion 
at Clarizio, was a grand tournament in the Spanish style, 
arranged by Carlo, and contrived by him. in order to 
obtain a better opportunity of displaying his fine figure 
and accomplishments to his mistress tliao he had yet 
obtained. 

This entertainment was held in the great la\vn before 
the castle, and at either side of which elevated balconies 
Vere erected for the ladies. 

A troop of Christian knights first entered the field, 
lieaded by Carlo, and habited alike in coats of purple 
and ycUow silk, with shining helmets, adorned with 
waving plumes of white feathers, gold-cased scymeters 
tuspended from their left sides by a chain of the same 
metal, and on their left arms polished steel targets»»lhe 
device, two hands united, in gold inlaid.... 



THE MOTTO. 

'Tis through our valmtr ivon. 



t followed a troop of Moorish knights, habited 
«^ua.^ of scarlet, richly embroidered with white, and 
Bowers of gold, gorgeous scymeters faUing from their 
I, and their shields of ozier....the device, globe sup- 
I by Atlas. 



Until fatigued I grow. J 
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To these succeeded ttie Saracen chiefs, moun 
their fiery steeds, their cloaks aud Jackets ridily a 
of green and iirunge hue, their scy meters cmbossi 
^Idr and suspended hy ch^ns of precious m 
targets studded with emenUds—.dic t 
with a large dub. 



3 de^^H 



Surrounded by the green. 

Carlo triumphed over every competitor. Th< 
ported laabeUa flung perfumes on him, ns, with 
obeisance, he passed the balcony where she was 
the queen of the day j and the air was rent with 
matioDs, on his again approaching it, to rccciv 
her fair hand the prize allotted to the victor. 

To this day of pleasure succeeded a night of ] 
rather torture, to Carlo. His native honour and f 
sity, revived by the chivalrous exercise in which 
been engaged, he reviewed with horror and dcK 
the treachery of his conduct towards Montana ; 
the paroxism of repentance and remorse it e:tcil 
solved on surrendering Isabella. 

' Oh, Montana,' he wildly exclaimed, as he ; 
this soul-harrowing resolution, ' to what a cruel s 
tive have you reduced me ! Could you not, shou 
not have foreseen, that if the beauty of Isabella ac 
with the portrait drawn of it, the ardent eye of 
could scarcely gaze on her i'. ith impunity ? Too 
siderdte friend, you have undone me, since, if I g 
up, I die.. ..if I persevere in making her mine, 
quish th&t without which life wiU he hateful, 
end, oh Heaven ! in mercy end this ilreadful stru| 
twcen passion and virtue, by taking me to thyself 

To regain the height, however, from which imi 
love had hurried him, was beyond the resolution c 
lo to attempt J and in order to trj' and reconcil 
self to his coiuluct, he had recourse to sophistr 
suading, or rather trying to persuade, himself (I 
ther reason nor conscience are as easily site 
but too frequently wish them 10 be) that ta 
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s basely, more unjuatifiahly vnw, if, after win- 
L i^Dg the heart of Uabellti, he gave her up, than he Sad 
ttvioiisly done towarda his friend. In a wcird, love 
tapheil over every other consideration ( and he be- 
e the husband of Isabella, flattering himsdf that in 
: should quickly lose all tormenting rt-mcm- 
Jiit he soon found that he had inileid but flat- 
Bhimself, when he indulged such a hope....founil that 
K memory held its place, he must be miserabtc.4M 
I found, that guilt never yet laid a foundation fot 
'oess. 
c anguish inflicted by his continual self-reproaches 
I aggravated by the constant diead he was in of his 
iQtery being discovered by Montana, and of conse- 
Btce his being held up to public bcoiti ; for well he 
~r Montana was not a man to be offended with im- 
ly....so well indeed, that but for the restraints he fan- 
's high sense of honour imposed upon him, he would 
>ftom his knowledge of his warm and vindictive 
■, have been without an apprehension of l)i;roming 
Ivictim in every sense of the Word, should his perfidy 
rer betrayed to him.' 
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Cm lit fotbe*r la join ihe gen 

Of Niture ?....Can dtnt paniani vex Ui bmiE, 

While evfry g>le i) peace, lad fvety grate 

U nelody ?.... Hence, from the baunieoui wilki 

or flowering Spring, ye lordid Soni oF Eirlh, 

Hitd lod unftcling of inolher'i wof . 

Or only ttviih id yatitielvti; «wiy t' 

HEBE Osmond was interrupted by a low but 
mnst malignant voice, exclaitning»»' StufF....non3ense>i.. 
...and looking up he beheld Mr. Raymond at the 
is lady, where, from this exclamation, he sup- 
ttd been stationed some time. 
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' After wasting, in the ridiculous maoner you hai 
done,' he proceeded, addressing himself to his wife ai 
d:iughter, ' the moments you should have devoted to r 
pose, I presume, ladits, you will not attempt to anoc 
me again with complaints of being fatigued.' 

Confused and disconcerted beyond expression, Ol 
moiid started up, and returning the manuscript, i 
which such polite animadversions had been made, to 1 
pocket, precipitately withdrew to a distance, lest otht 
wise, if he longer listened to Mr. Raymond, 
should he unable to repress, in the manner he wish 
out of respect to the feelings of his lady and daughtc 
the indignation his conduct inspired him with. 

' But, for his brutality to them, the hour of remon 
will yet, I make no doubt,' he said to himself, ' arrivd 
The blessings heaven bestows upon us are aeldom 
ever underraftd, or disregarded with impunity.' 

As soon as his emotion had a litde subsided, he i 
paired to Felisco, the heat being by this time a go| 
deal abated, to enquire whether he was not thinking i 
getting the horses ready. 

' No,' Felisco replied, ' not for another hour^ 
least j' as it was better to defer the renevral «f their jou 
ney, than, when once recommenced, loiter on the road* 

Again, therefore, Osmond wandered away to indiil| 
his own thoughts. The approaching separation betwei 
him and his fair companions was what now principal 
occupied them ; for once across the Appennines, whic 
now that they were so near Vcnosa, they should short 
be, and he doubted not losing their society. ...(It shoui 
liere be mentioned, that Mrs. Raymond had given hi 
to understand (hey were journeying to Naples, with 1 
intention of staying there some time....) the supercilioi 
conduct of their ungrateful relative precluding a hope t 
a further intimacy being allowed betivecn them, wh 
such sentiments as he entertained for Miss Raymond, I 
could not but acknowledge it was better it should t 
prohibited, since so hopeless of ever being able to aa[Mi 
to her hand. Still, however, the idea of tliis CoulU n 
in any degree, reconcile him to the thoughts of no OK 
I ■eeinjj.-.of no more conversing with her; for, all 
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what the reason approves, the heart does not always sub- 
teribe to. 

i Cnoirinced that the longer he siifTered his thoughts lo 
dwell on her, the more unhappy he shoiiM be, he endca- 
Voured to detach his ideas, by reviewing her father's con- 
(iutt towards him ; the rudeness, the dislike which it ma- 
;^fested....a dislike for which he was wholly at a loss to 
^account, surprised, as much as it disgusted him ; as did 
':iko the prolbund attention with which he frequently saw 
.lam observing him. From his manner (but that he knew 
^vhad never met before) he would have been tempted 
?to imagine that either he had been bo unfortunate as to 
anspire him with injurious suspicions, or else to have 
iJlwrtal I V offended him. 

1 That the mother and daughter would fi;el some little 
tegret at the breaking off of all further correspondence, he 
could not help thinking, and the thought at once pleased 
and pained him, since, while he wished to live in their 
fememlvrance, he shrunk from the idea of being tJie 
tource of any uneasiness to them. 

His reverie was at length interrupted by Mactalla call- 
ing to inform him the horses were ready. He hastened 
lothe spot to which he had been summoned, and to his 
NirpriM found Mr. Raymond mounting his horse, total- 
hregardleas of his daughter. His lady, in no one in- 
I i^ce, had he treated as an object of any importance to 
' him. It mav readily be supposed, Osmond did not neg- 
' fed so favourable an opportunity of paying her attention. 
He assisted her on horseback ; but though an equally fa- 
Tourable one occurred for conversation with her and her 
I mother, Mr. Raymond being, perhaps by his contrivance, 
' Kparated from them by the intervention of Mactalla and 
the French hoy, they rode on for a considerable time in 
illence. At length Mrs. Raymond made an overture to 
break it, but from the languid tone in which she spoke, 
it was evident to him originated more in a fear of giving 
him offence, should she act otherwise, than from real in- 
clination. 
That this languor was principally owing to the effect 
iband'a neglectful, or rather tyrannical conduct had 
I, Osmond could not doubt, and this icU^a 
H 
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.'cd his indignation against him....an indignation |^ 
Blessened by the corresponding melancholy that appea 
■in the manner ot Miss Raymond. He smothered;] 
^bovt'ever, and exerted himself to the utmost to dil^ 
■" them from unpleasant reflections. 

The beauty of the prospects that now came imm 
ately under their observation, the characteristic qua] 
of the Italians, and the perfection they had attaiaei 
the respective arts and sciences, were the subjects 
now chiefiy conversed on. 

'But if Italy was infinitely less delightful than i 

P^ith regard to scenery and climate, still,' continued i 
niond, following up the observations he had ta%6» 
both, ' the reflection of its having formerly been the ■ 
fif the triumphant rulers and conquerors of the world 
whom nations bowed, and ages yet to come will celebf 
could not fail of rendering it interesting.' 

' Assuredly,' said Mrs. Raymond ; ' nor, in a conts 
plative mind, would the seneations it is calculated ti 
cite be lessened, perhaps, by the striking contraat 1 
is between its present and former inhabi tints.' 

' In some instances, perhaps, they may have < ^ 
rated,' returned Osmond ; ' but if inferior to them iii 
rougher arts, they certainly equal them in the softer.' 
' As for instance,' cried Miss Raymond, ' widti 
gard to painting and statuur}', they stand unrivalled ; 
music, their eminence in that delightful science has i 
ty occasioned their country to be stjled the land of^ 
monv.' 

' They are, indeed, justly celebrated for all,' 
Osmond. ' In their paintings, Nature herself seen} 
mingle the colours ; and as to their statues, they my^ 
; , only wanting a second Prometheus to make lltcna ■( 
l^^hinio atkimation,' 

^^HT ' And what does Mr. Munro think of Nattire's 
^^Kproductions here ?' asked Mrs. Raymond. ' In t 
^^^Kvhnt does he think of the beauty of the Italian li 
^^Hnaiural question you must allow for a female :' 
^^HL Osmond bowed and smiled....' 1 have ccrtahkh 
^^^fctpliud, 'thought nature prodigal to 6Uchofd)»J^^ 
^^^uadicb as 1 have yet Hcen. Nevertheless, I a 
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not more prevalenthere thaoin other countries; I 

will oftea be sought in vain thai charming 'I 

tnmbiBsitlon of colouts and delicacy of fiirm . wl)ich ij 

ia eye of man demands, when it contemplates the softer I 

kx; not mine, however, always, I candidly confess, ( 

Inice I think beauty depends infinitely more upon cx- 
kns&'ton, than thla combination of colours ; atltusl, the i 

nest complexion, the most delicate features, tvoutd fail I 

rfmicresting me, if unindicative of mind. When true 
k its tnovementa, then, indeed, nature has complcatcd l 

ler work, and the heart ofman,^ (he glanced perhups ia- 
WtoRtarily ut Miss Kayniond as he sjxtkc) ^ must pay | 

Ibiiagc to it.' ^ 

^ * And vet it has been observed,' said Mrs. Raymond, 
^tbat it is difficult for a woman of great sensibility, to be 
M^ectly handsome, since sensibility, by its delicate mo- 
Uis, ijcceasarily deranges ^e proportions of the face.' 
!■* True ; but how c-.iptivating is the expression which 
(fllbetitutca for insipid regularity !' 
I* I xgrec with you in thinking so,' said Mrs. Bay- 
icmd ; ' the finest face in the world would fail of iote- 
■ting me, if devoid of animation.' 
y* I love those fugitive graces,' as an elegant writer 
ejes them, ' which of one amiable person form twenty.' 

<■ Of the Italian ladies it has been remarked,' resumed 
hUiODd, ' justly, I make no doubt, that from the natu- 
1 mreetness of their manners, and mellifluous tone of 
ince. they could £iil of pleasing, even though not pos- 
lased of any particular personal charms.' 

In this way they continued to converse for some time, 
li, at length, their approach to a steep and rugged decli- 
'a» recalled them to a sense of danger. 

On descending this, they found tliemselves, after pro- 
roceeding some way, through flowering ihicketsand em- 
pweriiigsliades, ooiheedgc ofa narrow river, margined 
none side with low rocks, bespread with moss and bram- 
la» i sod on the other by lofty hills, wholly covered with 
rood. The solemn grandeur of this sylvan scene was 
Mlghtened at the hour by the rich glow the setting sun 
■■ — iKtVcr it, and the gorgeouaness of the evening clouds 
ted through the blue expanse, shifting into shapes 



S8 THE OISCAROEO SOM. 

of visionary beauty, in which it required no great strt 
of imagination to pourtray the antique tower with i ' 
ctoines. said pinnacles adorned, or hills of wide e: 
that rose or sunk as sportful fancy listed. 

The travellers, pursuing the course of the river, 
cceded in a road, bounded at one side by die « 
and the other by tremendous precipices, forming, fi 
their riiggcdness, a striking contrast to the woody 
ou the opposite shore. The savage aspect of these. « 
ever, was for some time prevented having the tfici 
was so well calculated to produce, namely, that of; 
ing melancholy and terror, by the paston " 
heard in every direction, of shepherds collecdl 
iiiming homeward with their flocks, to fold tlM 
night. But as these cheerful, and from the ii 
ihcy gave of not being out of an inhabited tract, 
sounds, died away, and the s^ ft shadows of evening 
gan to give place to the deeper shades of night, appreb 
sion gradually fcHumed its empire over the minds of 

fiarty, and Mr. Raymond bitterly inveighed against 
iaco, for delaying the renewal of their journey so li 
Felisco, however, contented that they should reach 
nosa in Very good time, and that had they recommet 
their journey sooner, they would have found the hoi 
unable to carry them. 

Osmond, for soice time, succeeded tolerably well 
keeping up the spirits of his f:tir companions ; bul 
length, a rising wind, and darkening clouds, giving i 
mation of an approaching storm, they became compl 
ly alarmed- 
Osmond, on their account, now anxiously 
of Felisco, whether, should a tempest overtake 
they couid obtain any shelter from it !....To which Fcli 
"teplicd....' Very indifferent, if any.' Adding, howe' 
"' way of consolation, diat he thought it would b 

er. 
, Jn this opinion Osmond was for son: 
'} concur, from the continual dispersion of ^e 
lauds which had gathered in the horizon, and the < 
g of the wind i but, at length, all hope of its pa 
. the manner he uishcd, was annihilated by a 
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HTOIish of lightning, and a tremendous burst of thun- 
sir, stunning to the sense, as in horrid uproar it was re- 
taied from rock to rock, and down the dells of the 
lottntains, the clouds all the while iSlamiiinied, and 
tlitting fire. This awful spectacle was quickly sue- 
Iteded by a torrent of rain, which presently forming 
sscades, in the hollows of the cliffs, the road became 
early inundated by them in their progress to the river, 
'hich now, with foaming fury, lashing its banks, com* 
leted the horrors of die scene. 

The dreadful situation of die ladies, sinking heneatli 
Error, and the violence of the stunii, niade Osmond 
KaiD call out to Felisco, to entreat him to find some 
heller for them. 

* Do, my good fellow,' cried Mr. Rajmond, in alone 
try diflereoi to that in which lie had heretotbre addreaa- 
d him ; ' do, for 1 protest,' (iieighlening the dislike Us- 
tmnd had conceived to him, by convincing Um his con- 
cm was all of a selUsh nature) ' I fear, if muclt longer 
Xpoaed to the storra, I shall never get over the effects 
t it.' 

* Aye, aye,' exclaimed Felisco, in a reproachful tone, 
'da now that a service is wanted, my good ftliow, and 
ay honest fellow, but to-morrow I warrant it will be, 
rou stupid fellow, and you impertinent icitow.' 

* By blessed St. Benedict, Felisco,' cried Mactalla, 
Unpatiemly, ' but this is no time to be ripping up old 
lores ; the question now is, do you know of any place 
nto which we can thrust our heads !' 

' Why, if lonesome shelter be not objected to, I can 
|£kI you through a cleft in the mountains,' answered 
Felisco, ' to a ruined monastery, at no great distance' 

* Any thing, any thing,' eagerly replied Osmond j 
' lead on, my friend, for the siorm, if possible, ia becom- 
ing arill more violent.' 

* What strange company,' said Mactalla, falling to the 
Mar, ntid riding close to his master, as they followed Fe- 
lisco to the ruin, ^ do misfortunes sometimes introduce a 

o ! ^»hy, Signor, do you know, the buildiog we are 
■- =s fiill oi dead friars and nuns V 
H2 
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' Weil,' observed Osmond, * we cannot be in better^ 
a.t least quitter tompany.' 

' Sum* how such company is not, nor n 
any nie;ns, to my mind ; I don't at all rtlish tukiDg^ r 
luge amidst tbe dead.* 

' W ould that we had nothing to fear in this worl4 
said Osmond, ' but from tlie dead.' 

* Vou ai e cf opinion, then, Signor, that the dead c 

hBcA moltst us.' 

m ' Assuredly I am of opinion that the man whose c 

"science is void of offence towards God and man, ' 

iiulbing to dread from the iiihabitantsof the other worii 

" O, then, if that be the case, I'll pluck upmy coun 
for, thanks to the Powers, my conscience, I believi 
as fair and as clear as most of my neighbours j 
moreover, before 1 left Acerenza, 1 setdcd all i 
with it ; not, indeed, I must do myself the justice to H 
that it was ovcr-burthened at the time, but when a a 
has an opportunity, he may as well rub out scores of ttl 
Icind aa not.' 

A short time brought them to the ruin, wliich tlic \ 
vid ligluDing, that every minute plaved around t 
siill followed by rumbling peals of thunder, permitti 
Idem to see was an immense, but completely dilapidi 
l;.bric. 

On alighting, the ladies, Mr. Raymond, and OsmoE 
look rcltige under a porch, until Mactalla and Feliad 
hud collected some sticks, when the tatter sirikhwj 
light, the niaiurials for which he had fortunately funuBF 
ed himself with at the casdc, they advanced into the n 
icriur iif the building, preceded by their attendants, 1 
e.ich a fljming brand. After making their way « 
.tiffieuity over broken flags, and heaps of rubbish, i' 
JuuihI themHclves in the body of the chapel, am 
long-drawn aisles, and far-extended arcades, overr 
with %veeds, and where their situation was scarcely ll 
cuml'ottless than it had been without, the rout being li^ 
so decayed a state as to admit the rain in many placet.^ 

Nut withstanding this, however, the fearful gloc 
' L' place rundcied the ladies unwilling to a * 
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IRf another, belter calculau-d to alTord tlicm 
„..At length the angry rcmonatrancta of Mr. R»y- 
]d, backed by the gentler reprcseiUalions of ORmond, 
:hc fetat consequences that could scarcely fail of re- 
ing from their continuing in ont so damp and cheer' 
, induced thtm to go hi. Accordingly, penetrating 
>ugh the obscurity of the chapel, they beheld an ele- 
on of several Bteps. which ascending, they found 
mselves in a spacious hail, ending in a narrow pas- 
r, terminated by a small apartment, still in good prc- 
^aiion, and affording besides a place capable of hav- 
fire. 

trlactalla and the French boy were immediately dia- 
cbed for fuel, and Fclisco for some clothes, belong- 
to iheparty, which he had contrived to get into his 
ids at the casUe, and put up for them. As soon as 
se were brought, and the fire kindled. Osmond with- 
W, to give the ladies an opportunity of changing 
ITS i and leaving Mactalla, and the boy, as guards at 
door, repaired with FcUsco to see after the horses, 
I look out for some shelter lor them. 
IVfter a tiresome search, they at last found a place for 
m at the rear of the building. On returning to it, Os- 
nd examined die entrance, and finding a door still at- 
hed to it, with an inside fastening, availed himself of 
I, to close it up, and thus prevent any disagieeable sur- 
se* 

He had the satisfaction of finding his companions as 
nforuble as existing circumstances would permit, the 
t hv this time emitting a blaze that thoroughly lii-hled 
! room, and ^onie old benches having been dlsi:<j\ ered 
a corner, on one of which Mactalla had spread there- 
liuder of the provisions. 

Pot the anxie^ he had manifested about her and her 
tighter, Mrs. Raymond now evinced her gratitude, by 
ying hicn every attention in her power. Nor was she 
gArdUs^ of his humble friends, on their retiring, out of 
odos^ and respect, to the farther end of the room ; she 
luted on tlieir approaching the fire, and particlpatin] 
nfons they had been the means of ]irocuring. 
ftdiflcTcni to hers was the conduct of Mi 
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d ; far ihe exertions which had been made in the pi 
msiance to serve him, he appeared not more grattl 
fill than he had done before. 

The instant Osmond entered the apartment, he ata 
from the fire at which he had been standing, and havlf 
previously taken refreshment, ordered Felisco to s 
out upoQ the floor the remainder of the things betosjpl 
to him and the ladies, upon which, wrapped up in a n 
quelaure he found amongst them, he lay down to repd 
having first, however, taken care to satisfy himseli 
one or other of the party would keep watch. 

Osmond advised the ladies to follow his exampl 
their minds, however, wereioo perturbed to permitthed 
the horrors of this night too strongly resembling chat J 
the night in which they had fallen into the hands of ■ 
banditti, not to make them tremble with apprehensiou fl 
its terminating in a similar manner. Osmond cxm 
himself, and was seconded by Felisco, to banish thia 
prehension, representing the little probability there WB 
bsincUtli lurking about so unfrequented a quarter as fl 
present, and the still less there was of their being puri 
ed by those they had escaped from, in a direction wl 
they must be aware there wasbui little likelihood of hi 
able to trace them. 

'Well, 1 trust, at last,' said Mrs. Raymond.' that wli 
^-ousay maybe the case, for I acknowledge lam not an 
bilious of Aguring away again as a heroine of romuica 

^ 1 now find, indeed,' added her fair daughter, ' thai 
is much pleasanter to read of, than to meet with adn 

* Why, certainly," said Osmond, ' 1 confesa there 1 
a little too much of the terrific in yours to permit l" 
to be agreeable.' 

' Yet now that they are, I trust, over,' rejoined J 
Raymond, in somcthiag like a tone of giiicty, ' 1 Aai 
know that I much regret them, they have furnished i 
witii so complete a talc of wonder for my friends. R 
only objection to nlatitig it wiil arise from my fear of S 
being considered too much in the Munchausca S^lc Wl 
gain implicit credit.' 

* But as a consolsilion, reflect my dear Madam, i 
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Soobied, th« greater is the estimstion In « 
mattDn must be held.' 

she retumeil, * I did not think of that bclb 
1 certainly content mrself with the idea of gi 
irs, if I don't believi-rs.' 
inner, Madatn,' with a bow and a smile, i 
I am certaia you can never 6nd i 

t,' cried she, retumitig his smile, ' wh 
pey of taste.' 
y so,' he replied, 
ittle farther coniersation of a desultory natn 
nund 6nding her bonaspoxa had fallen ;i8lel 
I Osmond, since they could not follow his fl 
were, as he conceived, in no danger of bei l 
Jy surprised, that he should finish the manu- 
curiosity being strongly excited, she said, to 
the repentance of Cnrlo ended. 
X by a bow, signified his readiness to obey her 
id having seen that there was sulficient fuel at 
ep up the fire some time longer, drew forth die 
t, and, with the mother and daughter seated 
u, and Mactalla and Felisco, by the espre 
of the former, at no great distance, and c 
tfie fire, proceeded aa follows.... 



as Isabella was, and greadyas his soul adol 
;re were moments whtn, writhing undet 
knowledge of her had given birtli tt 
)o wished he had never seen her...<a i 
■vhich always ended in wonder and repcntancJ 
iving formed such a one. 
fontana lived, Isabella, he resolved, > 
.the mansion in which shu hud been broug^ 
lution which was productive of additional M 
lim, so importunate was she to be taken I 
sr the decease of her parent3....an event ll"^ 
loon after her nuptials. 

)s compelled to have recourse to various fain 
excuse his not attending to these importutll 
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tics, but in vain he endeavoured to reconcile his lady I 
continue in her present residence- : yet not so much & 
weariness of iis solitude, or [he affecting rcmembi 
it was c^culated to keep alive, did Isabella desire i 
Clarizio, as from nsotives of vanity. She knew sho* 
fair....she loved admiration ; and at Naples she was ci 
vinced her thirst for this would he amply gratified, 
the idolizing Carlo, however, who, on es'ery occasicdl 
regarded her with a lever's eye, these, her real moilvi 
for desiring to visit that celebrated scene of luxury A 
pleasure, remained unknown ; he helievcd her to be a 
[Ktfect in mind aa she was in form.' 

I ' ■* Here follows.' said Osmond, after a pause of soilj 
^l^nutes, during which his eye wandered oveFtbvtq 
nuBcript, ^ a chasm of considerable length ; 
imagine, does not materially intcrrupithe st 
a few words scattered throughout, I fancy it W|| 
filled up with an account of the circumstance tlH 
ed to the Lnowledge of Montana the treachery o£]| 
friend.' 

* Ah ! I apprehended his obtaining that knowle 
cried Miss Raymond....' poor Carlo, 1 tremble for h 

' But ! am sure, my dear girl, you must acktN 
he merits punishment,* observed her mother ; ' <leM 
and ingratitude arc crimes of the blackest dye.' 

* I attempt not to excuse him,' returned Miss Rad 
mond, with an air of confusion ; but we often pity wha 
we cannot Ibrgive.* 

' True,* returned her iwoiher....' but we delay 1 

Osmond bowed, and went on.... 

* But I will be convinced... .thoroughly convinced,' d 
ed Montana, as he traversed, with disordered steps,)' 
solitary chamber, to which he had retreated, on hew * 
of the perfidy of his young and hitherto highly-este 
ed friend, ' that Carto has deceived me, ere I accuse him ' 
of baseness, so revolting to ray nature is the idea of the 
^ologj- 1 should diink it incumbent to make, did 1 Mvill^ ■ 
'"-a without cause. I will visit him .it Clarizia "" '"' 
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,., .-nee of my own senses will I alone acquit or 

ftemn him, Bhould he prove ihe traitor he haa been 

reseated. Why then,' he p:iuBt^d....hi3 dark eyes 

sd gloomily in their orbile, and fill upon a dagger.... 
"by then,' viewing with a ghasdy smile, the shimng 
rument of destruaian, ' thai shall avt:ngc me !' 
ie Dried to hope lie should find Carlo inouccnt i but 
ra be reflected on the tenor of hia conduct since his 
nriagCi die atmnge and confused excuses he had 
ie, for not accepting anyone of the many pressing 
itettons be hsd given him and his Lady to Naples, 
1 the equally ridiculous ones he had offered, for not 
ding him one in return to Clarizio, he teared.... 
atly feared, he aliould find himself disappointed in 

IVith the utmost secrecy, that, if injured, his intended 
igeance might not be frustrated, he set out for his 

The eruBh of worlds could not have astonished Carlo 
if£ than the information of his being at his gale. 
a feelings, ob the occasion, were aggravated by the 
CMint he was forced to impose upon them. 
With counterfeited, he flattered hjmself, well counter- 
ted joy, he hastened to give him welcome, but he was 
istaken. ill at dissembling, and taken beside b}- sur- 
tse* every look, every gesture betrayed the inward 
nUngs of his soul, and left the teen penetrating Mon- 
M, Rlnost the instant he cast his eyes upon him, with- 
it a doubt of his being the villain he bad been repre- 
abed. 

It was night when he reached the Castle of Clarizio, 
id he retired to his magnificent apartment without 
«ing Isabella ; for at the first uitimationof his approach 
rt" husband had conjured her to retire to her'a nor leave 
till she had seen him, ptomismg the moment they 
rain met, to assign his motives for this seemingly 



I he was ai libcr^, he flew to her, and at 
;thened his heart of th; anguish that op- 
mfewcd d>»pafcly t»cr charms had er " "^ 
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^B him to be guilty of, and, in the Dame of love, implt 
^B her lo keep heraelf out of the view of Montana. 
^H Isabella liatenened to him with astonishment, 
^f misiurc of pleasure and pain. Her vanity was grat 
) by the convincing proof his conduct had 

power of her charms ; yet, at the same time, mort 
to think she had been prevented achieving so not 
conquest as Montana would have been, his fortunt 
family being the first in Naples ; and with him there! 
she reflected, she should have enjoyed all those pleat 
she had so strong a propensity for, and for the ptiv* 
of which she no longer considered the love and attenl 
of Carlo a sufficient rccompsnte. 

Carlo saw she was displeased, but owing to an 
vertent expression which escaped her, imputedher 
so solely to the false expectations with which he hiw 
spired her, relative to Montana, of whose intenii< 
marry he could no longer keep her in ignorance. 

The positive promise he required, to seclude h« 
while Montana was their guest, he could not ob 
Nevertheless, from the high opinion he entertainei 
her prudence, and the sincere aflt^ction he imagine 
felt lor him, he had no apprehension of her acting 
trary to his wishes ; and under the pleasing hope e 
storm he dreaded being awrted by her complinnc 

• met Montana the ensuing morning, with something 
his wonted tranquillity. Short-lived was this trani 
lity. At the very moment he was apologizing fa 
non-appearance of Isabella, under the plea of indis] 
tion, a soft strain of music caus<--d Mniit;ina to start 
precipitation from him, and hasten to a distant apann 
With all the wildness and agitation of alarm. Carlo 
lowed, uncertain whether the strain proceeded from 
bella, or one of her attendants. His faculties bi 
Buspendcd by the shock he received, on finding ; 
from ber. 

She introduced herself to Montana with all that' 
ning swfelness, that simple elegance for which shi 
distinguished...in sweetness and elegance, that 
beauty been infinitely less than it was, wouhtT" 
' indered her a most attractive object, 
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For a Diinutc Montana was so overpowered. ...so daz- 
.2led by her charms, which never shone more briliianc 
dan on this morning, so gjeat were the pains her vanity 
^ induced her to cake to set them off, that he was ua- 
Itle 10 speak or move. Then recollecting the necessity 
(lere was for dissimulation at present in every instance 
lith Carlo, in order to prevent any obstacles being thrown 
iilhe way of the revenge he meditated taking, he exert- 
Id himseh to subdue his emotion ; and being an adept in 
ibat poor Carlo failed in, namely, the art of disguising 
mat was passing in his mind, soon succeeded in quiet- 
&ig his apprehensions, and lulling him into a dangerous 

The ungovernable passion he conceived for Isabella, 
\faost the instant he beheld her, made him rejoice at 
Ifftng what he looked upon as a fair pretext for dispatch- 
ig her husband. 

A few days after his arrival at Clarizio, he proposed 
e amusement of the chace in the adjacent foresu' 

' Here follows another break,' said Osmond, ' but of 

1 great length, as the purport of the succeeding lines 
Ince.* 

* Montana contrived to separate his unsuspecting host, 
'«hose Bide he took care to keep, from iiis attendants, 
d on gaining a gloomy part of the forest, remote from 
K in which the chase was pursuing, he complained of 
Mneas, and proposed alighting. Carlo, of course, im- 
itUately dismounted, and hanging the bridles of the 
nes upon a tree, they penetrated still further into the 
torn of the forest. Montana, with well dissembled 
lakness, leaning on the arm of the credulous Carlo. 

Oo a sudden he paused ' You grow worse, I fear,' 

Id Carlo, looking ansioualy in his face, over which the 
eadful passions, then labouring in his soul, had cast a 
Mtly hue, well calculated to inspire a belief of his bc- 

2 indisposed. 

' ( do, replied Montana, speaking with affected diffi- 
' Is this part of the forest totally uninhabited ?' 
* I returned Carlo, in a dejected tone, conceiving 
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^H the cnquii-)' owing to his requiring other assiatanc^ 
^M he h»d the power or rendering him. i 

^M ' Heard you not something this instant!' asked ! 
^M tiina grasping still more firmly the arm on whicji he 
^K cd,,.--' The bugle horn of the hunters perhaps.' 
^P ' No,' answered Carlo ; < it was not the horn ( 
^1 hunters, but the bell of the Chapel of Clarizio youl 
H Btriking.' 

^M ' Thy knell !* vociferated Montana, in a voice of 
^B tier, and at the same instant plunged a dagger ii 
^P lieart. 

^* ' Die, traitor r he exclaimed, as Carlo, on the i 
drawing of his arm, staggered, and fell back. ' Die 
to aggravate the pangs of death, know that she for K 
thou hast incurred this blow shall be mine.,..n:iii]q 
the grave has well hid ihee from her vlew....mina 
with the consciousness of my hand having precipii 
thee into it. O fool, for a weak, fickle woman, id 

Igiich a friend..., to provoke such a foe as I am '..^.. 
to hope, strippliug as thou wert, thou couldst outwil 
or, having done so, elude my vengeance !' i 

' The blow was merited,' said Carlo, In accents aq 
ly intelligible ; but mj^ youth... .the powerful tempU 
shouldhave been considered as extenuations of my q 

My'. Isabella he would have added, but died 

the loved name hovering on his lips. 

At the very moment, as was afterwards ascerta 
that his repentant spirit forsook its tenement of clay, 
bella, as she sat alone, contriving new decorations fo 
charms which had occasioned this dreadful catastrt 
was shocked and alarmed by a deep groan, as of i 
one in mortal agony within her chamber... .a cin 
stance, as she was rather inclined to superstition > 
. led her to imagine s^^me evil was at hand. Her pn 
, timtnt, however, of this by no means prepared hi 
I lihat had happened. 

I After the prejiaration of this execrable deed, Moi 
[' lost no time in rejoining the attendants ; andhavingtU 
I VQunded his arm, and completely discompo~' '"- 
■Sf) order to give colour to llie tale he had I 
pmposeupon them, informed [hum th;i! ' 
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aaddeiily beset by banditti, from whom he' B 
iraculoualy effected his escape, but without bc- 
ta ailbrd any assiauince to his friend. 

succeeded in finding the body of their mur- 
id beloved Lord; his black hair drcncliedj 
nitnly features distorted by deatl). 
lugh Moinana had been able to impose i 
lulity, he had not been ttjually succcsaful in ^^^ 
on that of their Lady, owing to herau[)cmr 
e of his character, and of the reason he had to 
ified with Carlo. Uat though convinced be 
lurdcrer, she vns so equally certain, that to ac- 
wilhout being able to bring forward unqiies- 
iroofs of his guilt, would only be lo involve her- 
ditional trouble, that she prevailed on herself to 
Vilh regard to her real opinion, solemnlv, how- 
he same time determining, if such proofs as the 
et ftll in her way, not to neglect availing herself 

fe'ction f^r her Lord, though not so fervent as it 
been, owing to the levity ofher disposition, was 
incere..»too animated, not to make her bitterly 
[s death, especially when she reflected that she 
accessary to, or rather the occasion of it, by act- 
le had done, in opposition to his wisbcB....the 
him, whose gentleness, whose tenderness, whose 
study lo promote her happiness had given him 
upon her affection : she could not dwell upoa 
rrowing idea without experiencing a degree 
and remorse, that at times almost ttnipted her 
tent hands upon herself. 

La made several attempts to gain admission to , 
Xr, all of which she rtpulsed with horror and 
ie was not, however, cliscouraged by tliis con- 
was persuaded he knew her better than she 
lelf, and doubted not, therefore, hcryet enabling 
Bompliah his prediction to her dying husband. 
day which beheld the remains of the youthful 
Ipvsly Carlo consigned to the tomb, a domestic 
|R dagger in the forest, which not doubting to 
Ithe one wielded against him, he delivered as 
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ia duty bound, to his Lady, hoping it might be Ibe n 
of enabling her lo trace his murderer. 

With shuddering horror, Isabella, as soon as she ? 
left to herself, approached the table, on which, by I 
command, it had been laid, and minutely examiniogfl 
discovering, immediately beneath the handle, a snf 
trest of the Montana family. This confirmation of^ 
horrible siiaplcions for a few minutes threw her i atolj 
iiy. Then dropping on her knees— .' May thwj 
said she, grasping it between her trembling ai 
hands, ' be sheathed in my heart, as it was in^ 
Carlo ! if I exert not myself to bring to punJs 
cruel perpetrator of thy death.* 

The room door was burst open as she ff_ 
started up to chide the abrupt intruder, and beta 
lana. 

'Away, murderer!' she almost unconsciously ( 
claimed, shrieking, and shrinking back, on beholdifl 
him....' away ! let not my eyes be blasted by the sight m 
my husband's destroyer !' 

Montana, however, was not to be awed from h 
presence : the storm which assailed him on forcing hia 
self into it, neither surprised nor alarmed him ; spite) 
it he maintained his ground, and with all the bold efirai^ 
lery of hardened guilt, persisted in denying the crime fl 
which she accused him. 

His solemn protestations, however, of insoce 
shook not her opinion of his guilt ; but though he faild 

Sf changing that opinion, strange, nay, horrible to reUtd 
e succeeded in appeasing the resentment it inspire 
His artful blandishments.. ..bis seductive wiles... .his * 
sinuaiing flattery... .his specious eloquence, at once d 
zling and fascinating, gradually subdued her rage, ', 
leading her to believe it was alone owing to the irresistg 
bility of her charms that he had raised his hand again 
the life of her husband. In short, gratified vanity ("" 
armed just indignation, and Montana was pardoi 
on account of the motives she imputed his guilt to. 

I will not, Laura, needlessly lengthen this namnilj 
Iiy commenting on her conduct....a narrative I i _ 
^^^Bua almost tempted to think it idle for me tocontioilj 
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my uncenainty of its ever reaching jrour 
My heal til is declining fa&t, and if not trana- 
piilted to you before my pilgrimage is en;led, there is 
but little probability that it ever will ; for here no Lind 
friend is at h-jnd to catch my last fall-ring accents, or 
pOTobedieace to my dying wishes-.-but to proceed.... 

Isabella.... the valii and perjured Isabella, became the 
bride of Montana, ere, as he bad predicted, the marble 

^s of Carlo's sepulchre were well closed upon bim. 
c paasibn which had induced him to ask her hand, 
fras, as he had himself foreseen, from his perfect know- 
Rlge of the inconstancy of his own disposition, but of 
thCNTt duration. The contempt in which he held her for 
iie levity of her conduct.... a contempt which precluded 
ia placing the smallest coniidcnce in her, and made hitn 
xmceive bcr unworthy of bearing his name, hastened its 
aiinctJoD ; as did still further, the horror with which at 
iilDes her base ingratitude to the memory of Carlo cans- 
fdhicn to view her, who, though he had off<:nded him, 
)Ad Dot offended, but adored her. 

Weariness was ahordy succeeded by a resolution to rid 
limseir of her, and thus make room for some otlier fe- 
Uale, more deserving of his esteem, and the honour of 
perpetuating his name. Yet fickle as he was, and by this 
jme hardened iu iniquity, this was a resolution he pro- 
bbly never would have formed, but for the dreadful 
ffnaioQ he had conceived of Isabella, in consequence of 
ler acceptance of the hand which she was conscious had 
,becl the blood of her husband, and that liio without any 
latsioQ to plead in extenuation of the crimes he was gull-' 
yof ;for well iVIontana knew he was no longer an object 
»lculated to inspire love, faded and injured as his ap- 
>earance was by the licentious life he had long led. 

After their nuptials, he had taken her to Naples ; they 
loir returned to Clarizio, its solitude favouring the de- 
ligns he meditated against her life. Though unsuspi- 
aooa of these designs, Isabella felt a terror she could 
MM account for, at the thoughts of remaining there any 
dme with him. ...a terror not diminished by the moum- 
4'(i^^^"°"i ^^^ neglect it had experienced from 
C'their departure had occasioned it to wear. 
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The aflecting remembrances her return awakei 
were all that at this period was wanting to complete 
excruciating anguish repentance and regret gave bid 
to ; both of whith Montana, in all their bitterness, if 
made her expcTicnce, ere she had been loi!g his wife. | 

Scarcely had she alighted from the carriage, wU 
reconveyed her to the beloved scenes of her early yoiu' 
the Bceiies (jf all her happiness with Carlo, «re a t" 
sand lender recollections rushing on her soul, &he S 
with an irrepressible cry of despair, to the chi 
where his remains reposed. ' 

Already the gloom of closing daypcrvadedij^ 
ing the remote parts in a fearful obscurity, andjf 
ing the melancholy appearance of such object 
distinguishable. i 

Isabella paused beneath the porch, awed b 
light, and a consciousness of unworthineas, £r| 
ing the holy place. Her eye, however, t 
forivartl to the tomb of her husband. She I 
for at the mstant a beautiful effigy of herself, bendit^ 
a mourning attitude over the recumbent figure, totti 
and fell down. 

I' Oh, Carlo. ...beloved Carlo !' exclaimed the i 
frantic Isabella, rushing forward, and prostff 
If before his tomb, amidst the fragments of M 
Ggy, ' is this.... is this to indicate that thy j 
ill hold no converse with mine in the other woi 
h, if so, revoke the cruel determination ; let the vof 
anguish. ...the sincerity of my repentance, 
.ee to take compassion on me. Intercede for me v 
him, ye whose happy spirits mingle with his ii 
gions of the blesc....mtereede for me with him,' 
by degrees, on her knees towards the monument of & 
parents, where stood their effigies. 

Again she shrlclted and shrunk back ; for a rtiif 
wind rushing furiously through the chapel, at the n 
incut, shook the time-struck edifice, and for a mom 
made her imagine the figures about falling to crush 1 
bencaih ihem for her guilt. 

' Oh, woe is me !' she cried, ' abandoned of all,* i 
nit'mg her fair bosom, she again prostrated heixcU*! 
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■^fcund.....Hcr heart ascended in f[;r\'ent prayer to 
Bin whose ear is ever open to the crj' of wretchedness 
id penitence. The warmth of her devotioQ by degrees 
little calmed the perturbation of her spirit ; she reflect- 
i on die remission of sins, promised to the penitent, and 
l^eam of comfort stole athwart her mind. 

She was suddenly interrupted by a noise j she looked 
,p, and beheld at some distance a faint light, resembling 
IkU which shaded tapers give. By degrees it cleared, 
bd discovered to her view the figure of a man, leaning 
igainst an open door at the side of the chapeL 
. Concluding him an attendant sent by Montana, for 
KJ-, and who, from unwillingness to disturb her devo- 
ioos, had left his taper outside the chapel, and remained 
iilcDt, she immediately arose ; but lest she should be 
BtstttkcD, she enquired whether it was as she supposed i 

He rephed by bending his head, and esteodmg his 
vm towards the door. 

Isabella nodded.....' I understand you,^ she cried ; 

■ lead on, I fohow to my Lord.' 

He obeyed by gliding out before her, and led through 
leveral windings and turnings, to a remote apartment, in 
irhich INlontana satt and at the door of which he vanish- 
id, she kuew not how, from her sight. 

■ On entering, she was alarmed, by Montana fiercely 
demandrng, as he started from a couch on which he was 
Rdlining, what had brought her there i 

.1 His commands, she replied, in an humble and afTright- 
rd ton«, his brutality having intimidated her....a brutali- 
ty occasioned by his rage at having been broken in up'in, 
at the very moment he was deliberating on the sukst 
ID^od to himself of putting her to death. 

* 'Tis false,' lie returned, his eyes gleaming, his lips 
quivering ; ' I sent no message.' 

♦ I understood from one of your attendants you had 
dotie so,' she returned, in still more submissive accents 
tblta she had before spoken in. 

' Let me know which of them,' with encreasing fury, 
he cried, * had the audacity to utter so impertinent a false- 
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None of them,' she replied j ' it waa only from 

gestures of the man I concluded you had sent for n 

' Then now that you know I did not, away ." he Cl 

and let not your vanity again deceive you into a b 

thai I desire your company ; I have already had 

much of it..,.more than 1 ever will again," in an u 

tone, he added, and with a look ofdreadful meaniD( 

The wretched Isabella withdrew from his present 

tears, but tears more of sorrow than indignation. V 

trembling steps she proceeded towards the apartn 

she was wont to occupy ; but ere she reached it, the 

morials she every where beheld of departed happines 

■■,Worked upon her feelings, thut in a paroxism ot angi 

'■she caat herself on the ground. 

As she wept she fancied she heard herself called ( 
raised her head, and beheld, at a distance, the pci 
who had disturbed her in the chapel. 

It instantly struck her that Montana, repenting hin 
the savagenesa of his recent conduct, had sent to reqt 
her to return... .a request which nothing but the awe 
stood in of him, his society, by this time, being quit) 
hateful to her aa hers was to him, cuidd have induced 
to think of obeying. 

In much confusion at being thus surprised, she Stai 
up, and iindiug the supposed messenger did not spe 
desired to know whether he had been sent for her ? 
A bow was again the only way in which he replied 

Nay, my friend,' said she, id a mild accent, ' y 
'must speak, lest otherwise I again mistake your raei 
iog....say, are you sent for me f' 

After the pause of a minute, a low but most emplu 
voice replied....' I am.' 

Isabella directly returned, though with the greatest I 
luctancc, to Montana ; but what was her amazemei 
when on again appearing before him, she heard 
reviled with still greater fury than she had before Ex 
for intruding on him ! 

' Strange,' said Isabella, roused to something Uite 
dignation, by his contemptuous treatmcDt> 
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ibould caJl that intrusion which you have yourself ilesir- 

)di 1 made your messenger assure me this time I was 

tot for, ere I came.' 

]j ' Who is this impertinent. ...this lying messenger of 

Rbom you fipcak V demanded Montana, witlt cncreasiog 

bry, 

' One of your own hirelings, I suppose,' returned Isa- 
(Glla i * and what is more,' added she, with kindling 
ifEs, * one who, like his master, has, I conclude, com- 
nilted some deed that makes him fear to shew his face, 
bbe took care not to let me catch a glimpse of il.' 
{'' Hah, insolence, and to me !' exclaimed Montana. 

' babelia in terror attempted to retreat ; but suddenly 
lasping her arm, he flung her to another part of the 
potn, and immediately locked the door. 
' ' Nay,you shall now sLiy,' cried he, returning to her. 
ifacD, with a malicious grin, (when a man has any mis- 
licf in his head, how readily dues the devil fumieh him 
Stb ao oppoi (unity of committing it !) twisting, as he 
tokc, one hand in her long floating tresses, and scarch- 
ff in his bosom with the other. 

Isabella shrieked and struggled, for the hiU of a dag- 
tr rieamed upon her sight. 

* Monster !' she exclaimed, ' do you mean to murder 

*•' 

* Oo you not wish to be re-united to Carlo!' asked 
tantaoa, with a ghasdy countenance, nnd chattering 
cth. 

' 1 do,' replied Isabella, panting with terror,' buf • 

* And so you shall !' vociferated Montana, drawing 
le dagger still further from his bosom. 

Isabella again shrieked and struggled, but in vain, to 
isengage herself from his grasp. 

* Yotir shrieks.... your struggles are useless,' said 
fontana j ' we are remote from the other inhabitants of 
K castle ; and even if we were not, who is there would 
are to h^ve the temerity to interfere bet^veen us ? My 
>u] has long been weary of you ; and what I dislike I 
ever endure longer than necessity compels me,' 
^"" «ter,' cried Isabella, ' have you no feari^ 

n life, if you deprive me of mine V 
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'None,' replied he, with the exulting smile of 
mon. * The maaner in which I shall account foi 
death will prevent any suspicion of my being ihc 
of it. Carlo left a widow to prosecute me for hi « 
der, yet I suffered no punishment for it. IsabtU 
like him, leaves no tender relative bchinil h( 
into her fate ; what, therefore, should I fear on h 
count !' 

As he spoke he drew the dagger from benra 
garment : for a minute he held it suspended over thi 
of his victim, then struck it to her breast... .she feH 
he instantly hurried to the door, to make good 
treat from the blood-scaincd apartment. As he w 
teniling his hand to open it, a strange mysterious 
ing figure glided between him and it. 

He started back, at once alarmed and dismaj't 
there was nothing in the chamber capable of iwBV 
concealment to any one ; neither any tloor to it ' 
one he had thus been prevented reaching. 

His panic, however, was but momentary; th 
lection of his safety being at stake made hiin sp 
recire^r himself, and rush forward for the purt 
seizing (he intruder, and one way or other sit 
him. Fur as he attempted to seize him, he elud 
grasp, yet to his encrea5it)g amazement, without a] 
ing to move.' 

' Stop, Signor, stop,' here interrupted Mactall 
hurried accent, and with his eyes almost atartin] 
hia head ; ' I thought 1 heard a noise !' 

Osmond instantly started from his seat, and hai 
to the entrance of the chamber, listened a consid 

le, but without hearing ought but the pealing thi 
and the whistling of the wind through the crevice 
long-drawn passages of the building.... 

c af the aighl, ihii roakei ihf imh chatier, lod tbe « 

'Your ear deceived you,* he at length said, addi 
Mactalla, as he resumed his seat, and, at the""™ 
his fair companions, the manuscript. 
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isation more powerful thao terror now took 
lion of Montana ; his feet bi-cnme rooted to the 
.hia eyes rivctted on the myBlcrious atriinger. 
t length his features, which had hith<^rtu been concval- 
, by the intervention of his hand, became visible to 
B, and he beheid those of the murdt red Carlo l.-.-at 
esame time hia coloured vest gave place to a shroud, 
})ich falling from his left breast, disclosed a gaping 

.The blow inflicted on Isabella was not immediately 
teuL The dreadful groan wlilch burst from Monta- 
^^^tbis moment, caused her to unseal her eyes, and 
^Hriield the apparition that had so alarmed him. 
^^Etantly made an effort to rise and approach the 
|Be of her husband, but an unavailing one i ttie hand 
^Eftth was on her, and chained her to the floor. 
Dreadful shrieks, as of one in mortal agony, now re- 
iundcd through the castle ; the alfrighted domestics im- 
lediately collected, an-I guided by these, repaired to 
It apartment where this horrid catastrophe had been 
aed. 

, They found their Lady weltering in her blood on the 
nor, their Lord transfixed and silent, his faculties ap- 
Bcntly benumbed by horror. 

, Isabella lived sufficiently long to relate all that had re- 
rnidy happened, and the circumstances that led to it, as 
&e last sigh hovered on her lips. 

k 'The ways of Providi:nce are just,* said she ; 'let no 
loe arraign them ; neither any to suppose they can ain 
nh impunity. 1 prayed that die dagger which pierced 

t heart of my husbaild might be sheathed m mine, if I 
Ic not vengeance on his murderer, and my guilt in 
Ittalctug the vow I made has been punished by the ac- 
i^plishment of that prayer. 

* Montana thought from the precautions he took to 
avoid detection, his prcient crime would ever remain 
'unknown, and yet scarce has it been committed, ere it 
bas been discovered. 

'n my friendf, had the adornment of my mind oc- 
elli half the time 1 dc\ oied to that of my person, 
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^^r I should not now, in all probability, have beea a 
dropning, like a half-blown flower, untimely blasted 
th(. grave. Pray for my repentant spirit, and rerai 
ber that it is not for myself, but Carlo, I deaire VI 
geance to be inflicted on that unhappy man.* 
Montana seized and ' 

' The blaze is too feeble to permit tne to fead the 
that remains,' said Osmond. ' Mactolla, replenish 
fire.' 

Mactalla drew closer to it, but without making any, 

I fort mdicative of his having heard this order* 
' Osmond repeated it. 



CHAP. X. 

lOtC ibjccl Lhing of fortune 
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MACTALLA replied, the fuel was exhaual 

* Then go out and seek for more,' said his master. 

Mactalla trembled. 

' Felisco will accompany you,' said Osmond, n 
comprehending the cause of his tremor, reluctance 
obey him. 

Felisco, however, shewed no greater iaclioatiwi 
move than he did. 

' What,' demanded Osmond, turning his eyes on h 
' h^ive silly fears also laid hold on you J... .Come.* adi 
he, starting from his seat, ' follow me, and I willt 
care that no ghost or hobgoblin runs away with ettfa 
you whilst looking for wood.' 

He Was prevented however iju it! ing the s^ 
giMitle intimation from Miai Raymond, of her 
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Kfor him to leave them. He dirccUy resented 
ji almost unconsciously, ao violent was the 
totion this incident, trifling as it was, cxciicd. What 
laid he not have given at the monicni, lo have been 
le to satisfy himself as to the real motive of her k- 
ttmce to let him leave her ! 

f should it proceed from anxiety for me !' he said lo 
nself. He checked the presutnpinoua idea... .lie did 
IK, he reproached himself for the exquisite pleasure it 
a given him, couvinced as he vfus of the dreudlul op- 
litioa which any sentiments of a tender nature on her 
n for him would experience from her fiilher, and of 
bie()uence die unhappincss which must result to her 
Ud enienainingsuch. 

'Oh, never, never may her soft bosom,' he sighed to 
pseli, ' know a pang on my account j dear and trans- 
rting as 1 cannot deny to myself would be the convic- 
b of her feeling an interest for me, was I difFeremly 
paled, 'tis what under my present circumstances I 
Bold deem myself a villain lo deal re.. ..yes, aware aa I 
I of the insuperable obstacles fortune has placed be- 
ben OS of its being all one.... 



1*1 rfiould consider mj'self lost to E;ercrosity, did I 

ah her to hEU'bour a warmer sentiment for me than 

pndship.' 

|By this time nothing remained on the hearth but expir- 

kembers, which, as M act alia and Felisco ever and anon 

Wed into u blaze, with the end of their whips, served 

It to render darkness visible. 

.At length the faint hghl that emanated from these died 

im; Isaving the party involved in impeuctrablu gloom. 

,' 1 dare say,' cried Mactjlla, not a little pleased at hnd- 

Shis master had ceased importuning him to go -Ut for 
, and trusting the observation he was about making 
ould prevent his repeating the command, ' that it caii- 
ItPOW be far from day.' 

•^not possible to see the hour,' said his roaatCf, 
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■ bol I am iodined to think '(it not wo \tM M jrM 

giM.' 

Mh« Rajrmond preucd the sprinB of her reitciil 
■truii luilf p^itt (MM;. 

> Whnt'a that i' lukcd MaclMlla, ngtrly t * i 

Komcihinsiitk like m clock.' 

' Miu Rnymond'B wxtch,' rejiUeil hU 
Itnlfput one.' 

* HlnM«<l St. Bcncilici,' in » diitaiUAcd Mcni 

dnimcd Mnctalla, ' whut a time wc haw to rconiv 
diinml place !' 

It hid been prcvlouUy nettled by Oiniond mtd ' 
■lici, thut evcti though i\\e Rinrm ihotild lubaMe' 
ilaytireuk, thi-y kIiouIU not till ihrn ijiiit the riuiiil 
cwiot o( the lubchrirut ol' ihe wuvs ulioiit it. 

* Br »i]rnt,RniiJ lii» muiiter, m uiniicqucnce of Tai 
he lieaf d M the tn'iment the tramplinf; ol honea. 

* What,' rn«d Mntialln, replitmgly, ' k ihconl] 
fort one can have in inch a iituation as litis, that Q 
ling, and thereby knowing one is in Hafe cotnpuiy; 
taken Irom us i" 

' Vc>, cipcciully when you ■eern inclined tu tal 
■enir.' 

' Well,' n!sum(>d Mactalla, after a nhort but Ren| 
lencc, ' lincc thiii 't% the case, Felinco and 1 uill > 
■ikI search for lucl, for nny ihiog is better tliaa red 
quiet in audi a RituatJon.' ] 

' Silence, I tay again,' cried O«mond, ui n ml 
thorilativc tone than he bad ever before aiBumcd M 
him, occaaioned hy his now plainly diatinguiiliH 
tmly the trampling of horncn but the voices of ma 

The reason of ihiit iiijiintlion was ((uitkly undl 
bvthc rcatof the party, uiid their I trror became tn 

Osmond endeavoured to culm the Tears of diet 
although trembling himself with apprrlienkion fe 
owing to Felisco luiving in a whioper informed " 
dii? h»r»enK-o iliry heard, nnd who were evn! 
:hing the ruin, were, he much fcari-d, 4 
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_, r miautca the cluttering of lioraes hoof* a, ... 

Jldg^itl urtA before ihc building. annoimccU them RC 
tl, and ahurdy nfter « treinvntluLis criish, tliat they 
burst ID to it. 
>9inond instantly dr»ppL-d (he trembling hand which 
H Ilaymond no dutilit unconnciously had jiUccd in 
, niid gruiM^il hit) way to ihc door of the apartment. lo 
wlii-lher th^rc Wiw any fiiatening to it. None, how- 
T( luceiiug; Wh hand. In- placed himself against it, and, 
tlow voii;c, called to FeliBi:o und MuctuUa to do ibu 
W. They obeyed, imd Mr. Rayrtiond, whom the 
M occatttiont'd by the buriiiiiig open of the outtr door 
i awakened, und to wbdin Mrs. lliiymnnd, in whia- 
fnj accents, impnrU-d the apprehensions they ivcvu 
Icr, nUo approachtd to lend hia UiiBiiituncc in dcfeod- 
Mt. 

the voices of tlic iulrudcrs were aoon heard in horrid 
|mr echoing through die ruin, nnd their heavy nCt-ps 
I few minutes appronthing the aparinii;nt where the 
irdlcrs were «hiit up. ■ 

li deep groan, followed by « low exclamation from 
m, Rnymonil, now gave Oxmand to undcratand that 
Ita Raymond hitd fumted. The pnln this intimation 
K hjm w-js rendered more acute, by hia being widi- 
pirfxnn r'ndering her ;iny assistuncc, owing to his 
lid of being overheard 

tPthhi:*,' Muddenly exclaimed a voice. At no great 
iJkKa from ilie rhnmber...,n Viiice, which, to hi^ inp»- 
pihio liorfii', Osmond imm'diatcly rccuUucted to lit- 
u ^c ,„.. ,j ,!,(. iiillLins they had escaped Ircm,' I say, 

il.'vt thou think tliis ruin inhaintcd!' 
. -w should I know any tiling of the mat- 

i iivit Tivoli J * tlic devil niriy have taken 
for what I know or care. It appears, 
L was, by the door being fu^tctied on the 
ill vou may recollect the last timewc 
I in J open.' 

1 1 [1 the first speaker, ' that's whW made 
1 1 Ksk you the queati on, which cauacd ■^^ dw 
...n me, Tivoli, j ti» jAwwiy-ywyi^ - 
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but I am inclined to think 'tis not so late as you 
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Miss Raymond pressed the spring of her repeater. 

■uck half past one. 

•What's thatr' asked Macialla, eagerly; 'I I 
'eDmething tick like a clock.' 

* Misa Raymond's watch,' replied his master, • sti^ 
half past one.' 

' Blessed St. Benedict,' in a dissatisfied accent, 
claimed Mactalla, ' what a time we have to i< 
dismal place !' 

It had been previously settled by Osmond and llii 
dies, that even though the storm should subside b 
daybreak, they should not till then quit the ruin, □ 
count of the loneliness of the ways about it. 

■ Be silent, said his master, in consequence of fane; 
he heard at the moment the trampling of horses. 

' What,' cried Macialla, repiningly, ' is the only e 
fort one can have in such a situation as this, that of t! 
ting, and theTeby knowing one is in safe company, I 
taken from usJ' 

especially when you seem inclined to talk I 

Well,' resumed Mactalla, after a short but geRcn 
;e, ' since this is the case, Felisco and I will go 
and search for fuel, for any thing is better than remu 
quiet in such a situation.' 

' Silence, I say again,' cried Osmond, in a moi 
thoritative tone than he bad ever before assumed tcr 
him, occasioned by his now plainly distinguishiii_ 
only the trampling of horses but the voices of men. 
The reason of this injunction was quickly undent 
by the rest of the party, and their terror became uasfl 
able. 

Osmond endeavoured to calm the fears of the li 
although trembling himself with apprehension for ^ 
owing to Felisco having in a whisper inform 
the horsemen they heard, and who were i 
proachingthe ruin, were, he much fea 
freebooters, but too probably those they J 

from. 
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e minutes iliu cluttering of horses hoofs upon 
I area before the building, announced ihctn nt 
imd, HDil shortly after a tremendous crash, iliftt ihcy 
pd burst into It. 

ipsmond instantly dropped the trembling hand nhich 

P^s Raymond no doubt unconsciously had jilnecd in 

ll,and groped his way lo ihc dooi' of the apnrimnit, to 

J), whether there was any fastening lo it. Nunc, how- 

V meeting his hand, hi^ plnccd himself against it, and, 

low voice, called to Felisco and Mactidla to do thv 

e. They obeyed, and Mr. R»yihond, whom the 

n occasioned by the bursting open of the outer door 

S awakened, and to whom Mrs, Raymond, in whia- 

tiag accents, imparted the apprehensions they were 

idcr, also approached to lend his a^istancc in dcfcnd- 

The voices of the intruders were soon heard in horrid 
[Toar echoing through the ruin, and their heavy steps 
iS few minutes approolliing the apartment wheie ttie 
Itrellers were shut up. i 

A de«p groan, followed bv a low exclamation from 
Raymond, now gave Osmond to understand that 
" mond had fainted. The pain this intimation 
was rendered more acute, by his being with- 
rt:tidering her ^ny assistance, owing to his 
eing overheard 
ICC,' suddenly exclaimed a voice, at no great 
from the chamber... .a V|iice, which, to his mcx- 
horror, Osmond imm/diaiely recullcctcd to he 
of the ruffi,ms they had escaped from, ' I say, 
'i, dost thou thuik this ruin inhabited J' 
how should I know any tiling of the mat* 
Linbled out rivoli ; ' the devil mny have taken 
of it for what I know or care. It appears, 
if it was, by the door being fictencd on the 
which you may recollect the last time we 
we found open.' 
epiied the fust speaker, ' that's what made 
and ask you the question, which caused you 
I}........n me, Tivoli, 1 see clearly you'ii 
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' Whilst I teep company with you, you shotdd 
added,' said Tivoli. 

' Ha, ha, not badly retorted, you dog,' 
other i ' I see you can cut with something besides 

I sword ; but lest you should be too vain, let tne teli 
Tivoli, your wit, lite your sword, 
sharpening ; 'tis dull... .dull at limes a 
' Your own,' returned Tivoli, ' granted, but tha^ 
ly when there is not a tool at hand like you to whet i 
' Well said, my boy,' shouted the other, 
'itn prove.' 
' 1 am sorry truth won't allow me to return ihc 
■plimenti'aaid Tivoli. 
' Well, well, no matter.' said the other ; 
prating in this idle manner, had we not bcUcri 
al)outtn try whether the place be inhabited or not) 
lit be, we may chance to light upon something o 
^ble, which, after the cursed drenching we have I 
Mtand much in need of. One would almost be ten 
;to liiinl! the devil owed ws a giudge, from the t. 
[fclornis wc have Intely been overtaken by.* 
' Nay, no one that knows you conid be 1 
think he owes vou a grudge,' cried Tivoli, ' 
' mubt know he has not any where a more faithful ser 

* Yourself excepted,* returned the other, ' for I 

the has quite as much reason to be pleased with 
services as he has with mine : but again 1 say tbisi 
talk i kt's hunt about to irj' whether there he any 
living within tliebuildrig beside ourselves and ther 
' Himt about as much as you please by jourself,' 
Tivoli, in a more surly accent than ever. ' for axfte 
1 bear you company, I am already so fatigued If 
Tate at which we have rod^ ; beside, upon reflecr*^ 
am convinced that the door being closed was ow 
the wind slapping it to, and thus causing the I 
shoot ; for, to my knowledge, the country- people i 
oeighbourhood hold the place in too great dreira 
" pof entering it, at least after sunset ; :ind as to 
'lis entirely out of any beaten tract.' 
q^' assi^Rted the other, ' I supj 
.1 that the 
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times, whIU 



K devil holds his court iii it sometimes, v 
I, considering who its I'ormer inhabitants were, 
be much surprised at their doing.' 
fa with all my heart he had those in his clutches 
[ occasioned our being in it now,' said '1 ivoli. 
captain deserves to be poniarded for not having 
risoners to death at once j if he liad, what a 
me business would have been saved us !' 
, well, take my word for it, he has learned wis- 
oincd the other, ^ and should be excused now, 
ling what you think he ought, since who could 
posed such a trick would have been played him !' 
'not such a numskull as vuu, (o be sure,' cried 
but for my part, 1 never placed any coiifidence 
ix, Felisco i I saw all along he was d....n....bly 
deceitful ; and as to thai velvet-longued dog he 
I friend, by the lord ihcy are birds of a feather.' 
|aa to my not suspecting them,' said (he other, 
which proclaimed him somewhat displeased by 
icrvations, I think it no disparagement whatever 

Igacity not having done so Here's Hivorola, 

Dust allow as keen as a hawk, and yet he liad no 
whatever of them.' 
that I hadn't,' exclaimed a new voice ; ' but 
'leir cunning, J think we shsjl yet be a match 
_ now we've got scent of them. What a hicky 
r enquiring of the shepherds as we came along ! 
rd, I long more to have that traitor, Felisco, by 
than ever 1 did to rob a Cardinal; for it was he, 
ivinced, who contrived iheir escape, and propoa- 
cuttlng across the country, in the manner they 
t. Those who pursued them the straight road 
ady, 1 suppose, relinquished the chace, r-"" -- 
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oubt,' said Tivoli, ' and mad enougli, 1 wai 
had only their pains for their trouble.' ^^^ 

in,' cried Kivorola, ' to entreat the captain ilff^" 

r favour, to let me have the setUing of Felisco 
As soon as I have tired myself torturing him, 

n him alive, as St. Uartholomew was.' ' 

I,' eaid Tivoli, '■ in order not to let his fil^H 
K 2 ^H 
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^^niiictal1» have reason to complain of being tieatrd 'm 
^^■fess handsonic manner, shall broit him on a gridir(H),li 
^^Bt. L.>\Tcncf : as for the lesl of ihe party, we'll j 
^^pqianl thctn on (he spot.' 

' All but the young gir!,' cried Rivorola, in the mi 
horrid accent ; ' for Itt me tell you, comrades, shc^ 
d,...nd deal too pretty to he sent out of the world | 
awhile ; 1 mean to ask the captain, who, by the by, oi 
me some remuneration for past ser\-ices, to let me h 
her ; and in order to pKcveni her creating any dial 
hance among&t us, as 1 know he'll dread, I'll keep i 
confined in a remote part of the castle.' 

' Do,' said Tivoli ; ' and let it be also in a dark roo' 
for curse me, the the sight of j-our cadat-erous phiz n( 
cause her to lay violent hands on herself, rather than i 
main in your power.' 

' Pshaw !' returned Rivorola, as if vexed, ' jesting 
not in season always,' walking away as he spoke, a 
(juickly followed by die other two to the great relief 
the concealed partj'. 

As soon as they were completely out of hearing, ] 
lisco asked Osmond, in a whisper, whether he had 1) 
liced th;it ruffian, Rivcrula, during the time he was at ti 
castle ; 

On being answered in the negative....' He's ihe i 
^^^trocious of the gang,' proceeded Felisco, in the > 
^^b^ key i * but for ooihing so remarkable as for bis e 
^^^nsive cruelty, ir.somuch that he is better ktiDi 
^^Baiongst his comrades by the appellation of the btoo 
^^^ound, dian his own name. You probably thought hi 
jfsting with regard to what he threaitned concerning n 
but I make no doubt, if in his power he'd be as good. 
• s word.' 

' And that villain, Tivoli,' cried Mactallo, in a low, b 
Kerthelcss indignant tone, ' he would keep his withi 
ird to me, I suppose. By the powers, 1 wish I hfldlli 
Kb snug comer, out of the hearing of any one, Mb 
n' one inclined to serve him, and if I wouldn't ni 
|» bones as hot as he wishes to make mine, my c 

'' Mac ; by the lord I'd give him n vi 

a broiling, and that too without being iit iLc tl 
luring him on tt gridiron for that purpose.*^ 
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^RRbare of the travellers eitperienceil but a short 
|^;asioD. They were quickly revived by the return- 
ilgsleps of the ruffians, and their sto|>piDg wliliin a few 

[Vds of the upartmeiil, as if, from their siuddunly ccas- 

iBto Speak, for the purpose of listening. 

1 The heart of Osmond almost ceased lo beat at the mo- 

rni, since, from this circumstance, he entertained scarce 
iovht of their having henrd some noise within it, 
toh had excited their suspicions, and would of consc- 
ience occasion them lo attempt entering it. Not od 
I own account, however, did he exjierience the terror 
iich now shook his frame ; it was chiefly for his com- 
mions he trembled with apprehension. •••for the honcst- 
Utted Fclisco, who. in serving him, had, he feared, in- 
ured a death of torture ....for the fair, the genUe Cor- 
il'ta. 

After a fearful....an agoniziag silence of some mi- 
lbs, his feelings were again somewhat relieved by 
■tLng Rivorola exclaim.... 

'Tis d....nd cold ;'.... and Tivoli, in grumbling accents, 
iquiring "*hy then he remained where he was? 
'Because,' replied Kivorola,' I fancied I heard a noise 
Wabouts.' 

'0»..mn it,' returned Tivoli, * one would fancy yoa 
■Ja legion of ghosts at your heels, for you are always 
Mgining you hear a noise ; to be sure you heard a noise 
Be, but it wus only that occasioned by the wind ,■ curse 
leif it doesn't blow cold enough to turn one to stone.' 
•Would tliat the storm was abated,' said Rii-orola, 
ffcrl am htipatient to be off, I so much dread the fugi- 
pn gelling beyond our reach. Once at Venosa, and 
m Diay bid ihem good-by, since, tJnubtJtss, there they'll 
bIc every precaution to ensure their safety the remain- 
litrer the journey.' 
' ^an- ! I have told you already, and now I tell you 
LO danger of their escaping us, close as 
kept upon their steps, and little liketi- 
c is of their being able to brave this storm, 

lurself,' cried Hivorola, indignantly, ' 
braved it if my horae would.' 
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• Ah ! and as to that,' replied Tivoli, in a savage 
believe I am not the man to flinch from a thing of. 
kind i I'd ride through a whirlwind if my beast w 
but carry me.'' 

' Let's sec whether the sky clears,' said Rivorola, 
again they walked away. 

They soon, however, returned, accompanied by 
ral of their companions, and a{;;ain to the inexpce 
constematkin of the travellers, stopped within afei 
ces of their retreat, as if meditating an attack 
in which his apprehensions of their doing, Osmond 
nearly confirmed by hearing one of them, in a far 
accent, exclaim.... 

' Ha, do you think so ? let's try then, that we n 
out of doubt on the subject.' 

Tivoli'a opposition to this proposal quickly, hoi 

lieved him from his dreadful fears. 

tell you,' said the surly vilkin, ' 'twas nothing 
the wind you heard ; so don't go) to risk your nee 
pokingyour nose into the holes and corners of thisd. 
rumbling old edifice, since we have nothing at bs 
present to enable us to repair it, in case it met wi 

Again the ruffians quitted the vicinity of the d 
ber, but again returned to it, and in this way contil 
for a considerable time, walking to and fro, to thi 
trcnie agitation of the travellers, as from senteitces 
'Occasionally overheard, they were not without appre 
Bions of their yet endeavouring to force their wa 

At length to their unutterable joy, they heard « 
them say....' Come, come, lads, this delay will nercc 
whether it clears or not, we must be offdirectly.* 

Upon which another immediately bal1oed..«' Hi* 
la, as you are next the door, take a peep and see hop 
weather is.* 

After the silence of a minute....' The rain is juA 
>and the sky clears apace,' shouted Rivorola. 
Good news !' exclaimed the others, as if 
'11 to horse directly.' 
igly, in the course of a few 
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Ernvellers liad the satisfaction of hearing them gallop 

' Blessed be St. Benedict, cried Mactalla, with fer- 
' TOur, as he heard them dtparting, ' foi- attending to my 
j^ prayers.* 

" Osmond enjoined him silence a little longer, lc«, hy 
ways they were not aware of, some of the banditti might 
ji unexpectedly return. The idt-a that this might lie the 
Jose induced him to remain at the dnor until the grey 
■Gght of early dny pervaded ihc iipartment,'Bnd Irttiuurcrs 
kmm heard in the adjacent fitlds. He then, quitting the 
FUnple as ant station he had soliingocciipied, and approach- 
Itng the ladies, offered his wai mest congratulations to 
ithem on the happy termination of the pcrHs-ol the night. 

Miss Raymond, tlioiigh by this time perfcctiv reswir- 
1 cd to her senses, still appeared bo fiimt and indisposed, 
' as did also her mother, that Osmond advised their en- 
.deavouring to ohta>n a little repose, ere they thought of 
Itenewing their journey. 

Their following this advice, however, was stronglv op- 
posed fay Mr, Raymond, in consequence of his impa- 
'ttence lo reach Venosa, and his needing no rest himself, 
after the long repose he had enjoyed in the course of the 
night. 

Tbcy appeared, however, so inclined to attend to it, 
''fliat Osmond, knowing they were now in perfect snfcty, 
(dtterminedto pay no attention to Mr. Raymond's wishes 
for immediately departing. 

fn order, however, to avoid a second altercation with 
him. the idea of which, on account of the ladies, being 
highly disagreeable to his feelings, he made the absolute 
necessity there was for allowing the horses some little 
time to feed and refresh themselves, after being shm up 
•o many hours without food, ti>c excuse for not indulg- 
ing him tn the present instance. 

Mr. Raymond continued with his wife and daughter, 
evidently angiy and discontented, at his wishes, relative 
to setting off immediately, not being complied with ^ and 
Oimond. ordering M actatla to remain near the chamber, 
npoceeded himself with Felisco to liberate the horses. 
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y and benevolence, could take pleasure in nets fl 
ncrificcs that doomed any of his creatures to miser 
Eould be gratified by any vows but those which the hei 
lactates. Oh, ye sons ol' the dust, bow many are the d 
'ties ye have brought upon yourselves by your i ' 
n notions.. ..your wilful indulgence of error!' 
^ On the return of Felisco he enquired of him concen 
g this ruiu, and learned that its dilapidaiion and desc 
I were occasioned by a dreadful earthquake mai 

A further inspection of the building was prevented ■ 

Lft dreadful shout from Mactalla, occasioned by a dii 

greeable dream, which made him suddenly start frod 

slumber he h^d fallen into i n a re mote corner of the chapi 

Mr. Raymond, in great consternation, made his a 
pearance, followed by the ladies. Osmond quickly i 
pelled their apprehensions by explaining the cause 
the outcry they had heard, while poor Mactalla begj 
their pardon, and expressed as much contrition for h 
ing disturbed them as if he had purposely done so. 

The party now partook of the retreshment provide 
by Osmond.. ..Mrs. Raymond with grateful acknowle^ 
ments for his politeness and attention. 

Mr. Raymond, however, profited by the Jtindneas 1 
experienced without appearing to notice it ; and still I 
the cncreasing astonishment of Osmond, kept his fa 
BO enveloped, that not a feature was visible. 

Their repast over, the party lost no time in procee 
ing on their journey.... For some time the ladies cou 
not sufficiently divest themselves of apprehension^ 
feel at ei»se j at length their getting into a road border 
with fields rich in the treasures of Autumn, and scRtli 
ed over with peasants, whose assistance, if requisi 
Fellco assured them they need not doubt obtaining, dj,^ 
sipatcd their fears, and icstoring^ them to tranqUilUl 
permitted them to converse as usual. 

After chatting some time about the terrific iocidi 
of the preceding night, she spoke of the manuscript v 
which he had amused them, saying it had furnished ]| 
with such an episode ast**^ wanted for her '" ' 




rUE DISCAHDEU bON. HI 

L ' Well,' said Miss Raymond, with her accustomed iii- 
KBceuce and sweeuiesa, ' i confess notwithst^Dding ihe 
tCraviigance of the story I could noLh>;lp ttirga lit- 
dc interested about Carlo. 
•The umpiaiiou that assailed him was ctrt-.iinly su 
real,' observed Osmond, that one can hardly iVitbcar 
lingling pitj' with their cond«mnadoa of hiiii.' 
'But most assuredljr,' remarked Mrs. R:ijmond, ' he 
rwild have been more deserving of that pity, hiid he 
tade an effort to resist the temptation lie met with. He 
^ voluntarily risks his honour merits but lltde com- 
!Suion for the misery incurred by indiscretion.' 
'Thatot Isabella is certainly entitled hut loliitl--, if any," 
iejoined her lovely daughter. * United as slie was to the 
§eci of her choice, imd convinced, by exjiericnce, of 
>l meriting her affection, there was nothing to excuse, 
rioany manner palliate, her conduct. Let me not,' 
Itled she, with quickness, and deeply blushing, evident- 
( in consequence of catching Osmond intently regard- 
ig her at the moment, ' be supposed to mean that I 
bk it would have admitted of extenuation, had her si- 
Ution been other than it was. Premeditated error, 1 
a well aware, admits not of apology.' , 

' Oh how unnecessary,' burst from the lips of the 
(Umoured Osmond, ' this explanation of your scnti- 
Bents, to one so thoroughly sensible of....so deeply im- 

!Vu«ed with a conviction of. ' 

tie suddeidy recollected himself, and pa used... -paused 

31 ifae most painful confusion, and wilh a cheek mure 

lieply crimsoned at the moment, than was that of ilic 

Wety object of his admiration. 

'l'Qr....for,' added he, making an effort to finish the 

ntence in such a way as should do away the idea of 

^e compliment it conveyed being dictated by aught but 

UniDon politeness, ' it is utterly impossible thai any 

hicnoD who has had the honour of being In Miss Ray- 

[li>oad*s company, could for an instant harbour a. doubt 

Ufher notthuiking correctly on every subject.' 

' She would not do so,' said Mrs. Raymond, hut evi* 
lore for the purpose of diverting the attention of 
from her daughter, who appeared ai the oKi 
il. 
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lent DO If S3 agitated and confused than he was, tUi| 
from any wish to pursue the subject, as her immediate! 
after dropping it. proved, * if she did not condemn til 
fair culprit of whom we have been speaking.' 
L Little further conversation, and that but of a desultdr 
Biture, ensued after this, till their arrival at VenoU 
Miichtoolc place ere the day was far advanced. ' 

■ What the feelings of the party were, on at length find 
ing themselves safely housed in a comfortable inn, tai 
easier be imagined Uian described. 

But though from the selhsb concern he had througli 
out the journey manifested for himself, it was but natl 
ral to suppose those of Mr. Raymond not less lively c 
this occasion than his companions, he gave no uttcraiM 
to them as they did, but in gloomy silence shrunk froij 
the voice of congratulation, and quickly disappeareidj 
leaving his wife and daughter alone with Osmund. 

Mrs. Raymond's sensations at finding herself, all 
those for whom she was more interested than for hersel 
again in a place of safety, for a few minutes overcatt 
her. When a little recovered, and with pious gratitUC 
she had returned thanks to heaven for their deliveraiK 
from the dangers which had lately encompassed ihett 
Sillc repeated her acknowledgments to Osmond for tuj 
services on the late occasion. 

' Be assured,' said she, ' while I retain the life j^ 
have been instrumental in preserving, I shall cherish dj 
most grateful recollection of your conduct.' 

' Oh, Madam, how richly do )-ou reward me for b 

in the most impassioned tone, and raising, and reaped 

fully pressing to his lips the hand she extended to liin i 
she spoke ; ' by, the hope you have given me of retainu 

a place in your remembrance, nothing more was wati 

ing to complete the oblijpiions your condf sccnding k'uft 

«ess has laid me under.' 

Vou acknowledge fancied oliligadons in so haot 
le ;i maoiKT,' itplied Mra. Raymond, smiling, ' tij 

^lijuld like to have an opportunity of laying you U 

itr real ones.' 

I Then die present moment, by giving her librriji 

'-c objected not to his cultivating her further act]) 
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aoce, furnished her with nne for the purpose, Osmond 
was on [lie point of saying, but suddenly checked him- 
self, under the idea of her, perhaps, deeming him pre-, 
sumpluaus....worae, designing and interested, if such a, 
sperch escaped hiin. 

Both bdies were so extremHy fatigued, that as sooa 
8s they had partaken of a refreshment with Osmond, 
tSey retired to repose, rot, however, without Mrs. Ray- 
mond desiring him to hold himself in readiness to joinj 
them at supper. ^ 

He iininediattly followed their example, norawolcci 
till the evening was somewhat advanced, when finding i 
they were not yet risen, he procured an attendant to 
shew him tiie town. . 

He continued his ramble till the hour at which he un- , 
d«rstood fiuppcr was ordered. On re-entering the inun 
he ascended to the apartment which the ladies occupied;; 
but was prevented opening the door by the intervention, 
of a waiter, who had run up after him. 

* Your supper, Signor,' said he, but with a respectful ■ 
bow, is prepared in another room.' 

' What, have the ladies then changed their apartment J* 

asked Osmond. i 

' O no, Signor, they are at supper in that, but the 

gendemnn with them gave orders that your's should be 

prepared for you in another room.' 

' O, very well,' replied Osmond, wtth forced calm- 
ness, but a countenance suffused with the crimson glow 
of indignation, ' shew me to it.' 
The man obeyed^ 

Osmond seated himself at table, where supper was al- 
ready laid, but which pride in viiin stimulated him to 
make an effort to touch. In vain too did it stimulatt; 
him to try and retain that appearance of composure it 
had in the first instance induced him to covmterfeit. The 
feelings by which his mitid was at present agitated were 
loo violent, too agonizing, to allow of their either being 
long dissembled or controlled ; and finding the impossi- 
bility of their being so, he suddenly started from the ta- 
Jgte, ftnd desired to be shewn to his chamber, and, in order 
"" tid having any witness of his prcaeat emQ^^\.Q'£^ Vm 



THE DISCARDED SOV. 



^^BVhni xo he informed he should not require his aitentt E 
^^|r nniil morning. 

^^^ms soon 39 he had, in the solitude of his chamber^ 
^^HMued. by the exertion of his reason, the irritation ol 
^^ffii mind, auS&cienily to permit him to refiect again wiij 
some degree of coolness, the fatal consequences thad 
might ensile from resenting the contumelious, the injiH 
rioLis treatment he had just experienced, in the manttn 
his proudly tndigniint spirit prompted, became too dm 
vious not to induce him to determine on evincing hiJ 
deep sense of its ingratitude and b;i sen ess, in no oiherB 
way than hy immedialely detaching himself from the«(>X 
cicty of Mr. Raymond. " 

' Was I to a^ociate with liim afterwhat has passed, t 
should indeed,' he exclaimed, ' prove to him that I me'l 
ritcd it..»should provoke what nothing could enable mel 
to support... .my own contempt. 

' In wliat,' he continued, as with disordered steps he 
paced Ills chamber, ' can that which has marked his cna> 
duct towards me originate? for the deliberate insult he 
has offered me, there must be some cause. Surely h« 
cannot enturtain a suspicion of my being other than I 
liave represented myself. 

' Ah !' cried he, after a thouglitful pause of some mi- 
nutes, as the idea suddenly started in his mind, ' I noflf 

see to what his conduct towards me was owing Yea.™ 

yes ; various circumstances now recur to my recolte'o 
tion, to convince me that 'tis on his daughter's accounl 
to prevent any risk of his expectations concerning he 
being disappointed, that he has. trenied me in such a 
manner, doubtless concluding I should have no hesitatioi 
in attempting to take advantage of any favourable aen^ 
mcnl in her bosom for me. Ah, in thinking so, ha« 
much does he wrong me !....how little does he know mCj 
when he imagines I would be capable of purchasing tM 
own gratification at the expence of her welfare I 

' The supposition, however, I acknowledge not^n ui^ 

natural one....one too, which, if much oftener in her b( 

ciety, future circumstances might perhaps justify ; did 

^i nk otherwise, I should arrogate too much to mystflfu 

^^■trength of mind, a forbearance, a command over imfi 
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self, I feel I do not possess ; yes, I i'ecl conviDCed, it, 
much longer exposed to the power of her charms, the 
passion with which my bosom palpitates for her could 
not be concealed.... feel thai the secret of my heart would 
be betrayed, and that I should but too probably seek to 
inspire her with corresponding sentiments. 

' l.etthe consideration, therefore, of this, of the mlse. 
ry, the remorse I should feel for acting in such a man- 
ocr, conscious as 1 am, from the disposition of her f^ 
iher, of the iinhappiness an attachment to lue must be 
jiroductive of to her, reconcile me to the thoughu of 
seeing her no more....of to-morrow's sun lighting mc in 
bU probability for ever from her.* 

Both pride and prudence determined him on quitting 
Venosa at an early hour the ensuing day, lest otherwise 
he might be suspected of wishing to intrude himself on 
the further notice of Mr, Raymond and his family, and 
thus incur the imputation of a meanness he would have 
abhorred himself for; or by chancing to see the fair Cor-' 
delia, betray perhaps his feelings at the thoughts of their 
approaching separation. 

That none of the party would be at a loss to conjec- 
ture the reason of his departing so abruptly, he flattered 
himself^ At least, the motlier and daughter would do jus- 
tice, he hoped, to his motives for doing bo, since, if they 
did, he trusted they would grant him a portion of their 
«steem. 

But in vain he strove to subdue the anguish which the 
idea of no more seeing the latter inspired. Time alone, 
he at length felt convinced, could enable him to do this. 

Eiehausted bv the violence of his emotions, yet still 
from the perturbation of his mind unable to think of rest, 
he threw open a lattice, and in the conte mplation of the ma' 
jestic mountains he had to cress the ensuing day, sought, 
lo lose the reflections that now harrasscd him ; but the sub-, 
lime prospect they afforded had not the desired efl'ect,, 
nor widi the involuntary admiration it excited did plea- 
sure mingle, as would have been the case had he still re- 
tained a hope of traversingthem in company with Miss 
~ lond, of being allowed to guide her wauderiiig eyesi 
L 2 
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n their varied beauties.>..explore with her their rotnan* 



At last he threw himself on the bet), but fleep onlj 
weighed down his eyelids, to give him up to more tor 
meniing fancies than those by which he had been hamas 
cd while awake. Amongst other terrifying dreams, hi 
suddenly imagined himself, he knew not by what means 
neither why or wherefore, transported to one of the O 
tensive forests of Africa, swarming with beasts of prey 
whose dreadful cries appalled his senses ; and that whii 
gazing about him, to sec whether there was a pttssibiltl] 
«f extricating himself from its horrid confines, Miss Hay^ 
montl, pale and fainting with terror, appeared before him 
whom hs instantly flew to succour, and espying an open.. 
jng amongst. the trees, hurried her forward, but had noi 
proceeded far, when a rusding in the underwood behinit 
cansing him to look back, he beheld a tremendous tiget 
creeping after (hem, evidently watching for an opportuni- 
ty of seizing them unawares ; upon which, snatching \ip 
his lovely companion, he forced his way through all the 
opposing difficulties, till he came to a small glade, sQ 
beautifully sequestered, and remote from the spot ia 
which he had been alarmed for her safety, that he thou^ 
he might venture to pause with her ; but had scarcely 
resteil her on a bank, when the formidable enemy he haj 
borne her from,- sprung from a neighbouring thicket, and' 
with wide- extended jaws and out-stretched talons, seisv 
I '1 upon her, and-carned her off, regardless of his frantic 
clTorts to save her....e{rort8 rendered still more violent by 
ihe tender, the agonizing tone in which she called upon 
him to save her. 

From this dream he started, ton much affected by it to ' 
he able to sleep again; the look with which MissRay-.i 
mond had regarded him, the plaintive nccent in which> 
she had addressed him in it, were impressed on bis rms*^ 
giiiation....' O, if in reality X caught Such a look,' he iavo- 
Uintariiy exclaimed, * heard such an nccent, whercw-. 
where would my resolution be ! like the baseless fabric ofi- 
« vision. I fear I should find it vanish, without leaving %, 
^xeck behind. • , 
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Uia present fceiinga still more furciblv cnnviticiiigliim 

of the necessity lliere was for adhering to his dctcraiiiia- 

' "on tif avoiding her in future, lie aroftc ere the sun had 

iideils appearance, and immediately rang for Mactalla. 

Instead of Mactalla, however, a man belonging to the 
house answered the hell. 

Osmond desired his servant to be directly sent to 
dim. 

' He is gone out, Signor,' s^d the waiter, bowing. 

' Gone out !' repeated Osmond, somewhat surprised j 

thither pray, and when V 

' I can*t say where, but he left this two hours ago on 
liorseback, and desired, should you require him before 
he returned, you might be informed he would not be 
Ibng absent.' 

I 'Strange where .can he be gone to,' said Osmond. 
' Have his companions accompanied him !' 

The man replied in the negative, adding, neither of 
them were yet up, and desired to know whether it was 
his pleasure they should be called I 

' No,' Osmond returned, for as he coidd not think 
of departing till the return of his servant, there was no 
occasion for their being disturbed. 

He dismissed the man, but had scarcely done so, 
"Whea the idea striking him that he should appear ex- 
tremely deficient in gratitude and politeness, if in some 
waw or other he did not take leave of Mrs. Raymond, 
heresolved on writing to her, nnd accordingly hurried 
from his chamber the moment he was dressed, in order 
to procure materials for the purpose. 

He Was ushered into another apartment, containing 
what he required, but scarcely had he been left to him- 
Gelf, and taken up a pen, ere the half closed door of the 
room was thrown open. He involuntarily looked up, 
and beheld Miss Raymond retreating from it. 

He direttly started up, unable to deny himself the 
pleasure of once more gazing on her ; and flying after 
W, eonjured her not to let him be pained by supposing 
his being in the apartment had deterred her from enter- 
Ci«*addlng, with a look, but a» unconscious one, 
~ reproach, he trusted she would not object to 
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doing so when he informed her he was on the pi^ 
quitting it. 

' Nay, 1 assure you,' said she, returning, but in I 

confusion, and evidently greatly agitated, ' it wa 

I manner in which I saw you employed, and my not 

ing my mother here, as I expected :*....03mond ■ 

for the first time, perceived the apartment he was u 

the one they had occupied the preceding day....' 

^^ alone caused me to retire ; but pray let me not pa 

^H your writing, or I shall again withdraw.' 

^B ' Afew minutes will suffice. Madam,' replied Osa 

^™ with a deep and involuntary sigh, a look of melaoi 

that proved it to have emanated from hia heart, * n 

ish my letter ; 'tis meant to be a brief one ; but if 1« 

would still, I fear, but poorly speak the feelings a 

writer. ....The generous, the liberal heart of your ml 

will, however, I trust, do these more justice than' 

himself capable of doing them.' 

»' My mother!' repeated Mi^s Raymond, with ql 
ness, and turning her fine eyes full upon him; ' h« 
any thing to say to your letter V 
' 'Tis addressed to her. She would justly have bi 
ed me with the epithet of ungrateful, at least 1 sh 
have considered myself so, had I departed withou 
pressing my high sense of the obligations her condesc 
ing goodness has laid me under.' 

' Departed !' said Miss Raymond ; ' then I presui 
she added, with a varying cheek, which gave rise to 
picions and emotions in the mind of Osmond, tha 
once transported and tortured him ; since, with all hi] 
nerosity, he could not avoid being at the idea of her cl 
laining a more than common esteem for him. ...wit 
his passion, avoid being pained at the thoughts of hci 
ing involved in an attachment, which, from its hope) 
ness, for hopelessas have been already mentioned, he 
convinced one between them must prove, could not 
of being attcndi.'d with miserj' to her, ' you have g 
up your intention of going to Naples, at least for (he 
sent V 

' By no means, Madam ; 'tis my intention t 
^B thither immediatelv.' ~ 
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S:ed !' in an accent expressive of surprise ; * ihm 
write to but 1 scr....I see how it is,' with 

uickness and sucldt^nly ataiting from a thoughtful atli- 
iide, * we have hitherto proved such troubltiwimc com* 
Roions, that," half bowing, and affecting to smile, ' you 
tuiy seize the first opportunity that has occurred for 
Kaching yoiu'self from us.' 

'Gond heavens!' exclaimed Osmond, with vehe- 
atnce, snd eyes and hands involuntarily uplifted, ' what 
supposition !»"0, M.-idam! I (U1....I will believe,' af- 
W a iransient pause, occasioned by the violence of his 
nutions, the anguish of his wounded feelings, * that 
IC gentleness of your niUure would not havo permitted 
DU to have given utterance to such a one, had you sur- 
liicd the pain it would have inflicted on mc' 

* You... .you dome but jucticein imagining so,' cried 
lisB Raymond, in a tremulous accent, and with a look 
ihich evinced his agitation being neither unobserved or 
nfelt by her; and a countenance exprea&ive of such sweety 
ich sorrowful repentance, forthe distress she bad given, 
i would have disarmed rage itself. ' 1 itust I am not 
ipable of voUiniarily giving pain to any one, much less a 
eraon whose life was rislted for the preservation of niB 
od my family.' 

'O.touch not on that subject again,' interrupted Osmond, 
assionaiely : ' In risking my life for the preservation of 
Durs, 1 only risked what, had you been lost, would have 
Ben Insupportable to me, and therefore merit no ac- 
Dowledgment : only say the supposition you have just 
iTen utterance to is not one you really entertain, and I 
m satisfied.' 

' Then be satisfied, for I acknowledge that it is not.... 
lore,' she proceeded, deeply blushing, which-proved her 
eart alone dictating to her at the moment....' I acfcnow- 
idge that it was ungenerous, ungrateful in me, to en- 
eavour to make you believe I ascribed your determina- 
<m of detaching yourself fiom our society to a motive, 
ibich I was conscious it did not proceed from. ...yes, I 
nust have been stupid, indeed, if 1 had not at once sur- 
mised it owing to... .to.'.... She paused, as if overpowered 
y confusion, and turned, with quicVnesa, Sxom \\\e ^ta 
/ OamoDd....' My mother,* she continued^ a^vcT <oc si- 
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•lence of a minute, but still averting her looks from 1 
* can better explain, can better apolngize than 1 can, 
*»Ji3r what,' hesitating, ^ has, I am certain, been ihe CM 
ef it...>l therefore wish, on that account you would 
her ere you depart.' 

* Believe mc. Madam,' returned Osmond, in the j 
repeciful yet impassioned tone, ' in any other i 
your wishes would be as laws to me, but to linger I 
mei'ely for the purpose of letting Mrs. RaymoM 
pained by apologizing for conduct'. ..(Osmond perl 
iy comprehended Miss Raymond's idluding to her iat 
ia what she had just said,)....* which she could not] 
vent, is what I cannot possibly think of.' 

"'■ Weil, Sir,' aaid Miss Raymond, agaiii speaking 
lectedly, and making a movement towards the door 
thrill say no more on the subject, only this, that 1 h 
my mother's sentiments on it so well, 1 am convii 
her regret for the past will be Bggravated by not hal 
had a personal opportunity of apologizing for it. 

* Then she knows not what is passing here,' excku| 
Osmond, laying his hnnd involunrarilv on his brcnst,! 
the secret of his heart, through the agitation of his i 
ings, bursting from his lips ; '' oi- instead of regrett 
she should rejoice at what has happened, since a mM 
of restoring me to prudence, to recollection, of bsil 
ing me a society I could no longer indulge mysdl 
with impunity. Need I explain the purport of tl 
words f....O no, surely no .'....you cannot be so unc 
scious of your own perfections as to be at a loss to 
derstand me.' 

' I sec. Sir,' said Miss Raymond, as if she had 
heard this speech, ' I have interrupted you i besidi 
wish to enquire when we shall set off. I will now the 
fore bid you adieu.' 

She uttered these woi-ds with so distant an air, and in 
accents so equally cold and repelling, that Osmond OOll'i 
eluded he had ofl'ended her. The surmise wounded 1j 
to the soul, and instandy led him to believe he had q 
plctely deceived himself, with regard to theide»i|' 
Lut a few tninutea before her extreme agitation,. htt 
lying colour, her half-averted eye, had induct bid 
y^eld to. 
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fflbdy and dejectedly he hastened hcforc hei- to ^i^^4 
I dourj but at Uic very moincni he Luid hi« hand upon 
I lack, he involunturily turtied towards her, un- 
c lo endure the thoughts of letting her leave him in 
iplcaaure— "Itave him too perhaps under the ideuofhla 
Sga seifish, dcbigiiing, presumptuous chaiacter. 
* 1 perceive, Mudani, cried he, tn tlic most di'precat- 
5 accent, ' 1 have been so iinfortunale aa lo offend you, 
ukl you lock into my heart, you would Ik convinced 
W uni mem ion ally .» .then see, that with my admiration, 
tadoTMon oi you, one presumptuous thought never 
in^ed ; that for an instaut 1 forgot not huw lott to 
diDg, to generositv, 1 should he, to wish to excite ia 
DT bosom a corresponding sentiment ; that a hint of I 
Me I entertain for you ne%-er would have escaped my ; 
«, but for the violent agitation of my feelings. Let . 
is assurance, therefore, appease the resentment their | 
ulosure has excited.. -let it do more ; let it indue* 

m to....to ' his voice faltered through emotiiin, ' 

nduce you to soften the excruciating pang of this mo- 
est, by saying you forgive me.' 



CHAP. xr. 



Filti every lenie, and pinit in ev. 

Boaki«re bul roioil dulnrti, »i 
And tld icnid the locid bind h< 
lonely and in»iienii*c. From h 
Hi' unfioiih'd period ftllii whi 
Oniwetling Ihough[, hii wafird. 




And lOTC-dejected oT«.' 

' FORGIVE ;yt.u !' .epealcd Miss Hm'm<m% ' 
iiipliEilicwIly, and pausing! 'Oh, Mr. Munro.'-she 
^iind again averted her face from him. 
hood, scarcely conscious of what he was about, bo 
"^ ' ijiutcd by the sight of \\« B,^\!fi\iao. wsA 
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toinotion...>an agication, an emotion that revived in 
^rce ihe idea he had 'been on the point ol' abandoning 
illusive, advanced a little way from the di 

' 1....1 meant to have said, Mr. Mi 
s Raymond, quickly recovering herself a little, 
V trying to speak with something like gaiety....' that 1 
not quite so easily otTended as you imagine, or rat 
that I must be conscious of there being an intention 
offend ere J can feel so. As a proof that I acquit 
of all such intention, in short, that you were entirely 
taken in imputing anger to me, permit me now to 

you my beat wishes for ' again her voice faltered 

little, ' ygur health and liappiness.' 

She attempted to pass him as she spoke, but the fe 
higa ot Osmond had too completely got the ascendanc 
over him at tlie moment, to permit him to allow of bg 
retiring without hearing him express the gratitude mi 
which this goodness, this gentleness insptrad him. Ai 
cordingly he gendy seized her hand, as she moved H 
wards the door. He lifted it to his quivering lips, b 
laid it for an instant to his throbbiog heart, he I(^cled tl 
for the firat, aod the last time, he believed, between hia 
he rested his cheek, pale and chilled by despair, for a aiQ 
mcnt on it. 

At length....' Words arc inadequate,' he said, but 1l 
broken accents, ' to express what 1 feel for yonr co ' 
scending goodness. My wishes, my prayers for 
felicity, can best, can only demonstrate the gratitu 
has inspired...,.0 may they prove more auccesslul 
those I have uttsred for my own now appear likely to 
May fortune, may fate, in every instance prove as " 
to you as nature has been: may your destiny,' he 
tinucd, with encreasing energy, and dropping involui 
rily on one knee, ' be as gentle as your n:iture. Ab 
hU, may tliis dear, this inestimable hand,' again his 
touched it, ' never belong lo any one who does not 
roughly merit the happiness It will confer upon him 
me but be assured it is the rich treasure of such a bi 
and' the pangs of hopeless love will be lessened.' 

Miss Raymond started, and made anodicr h 
Iffort, and of consequence an unsuccessful 
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.|glgc her hand. This effort was quickly followed by ai 
, (ear, which dropping on the hand of Osmond, caused 
*[liim in his turn to start, and eagerly elevate his <^yca to 
htr face. 

} She tumetl it with quickness from him, but notwith- 
''UUnding which he perceived that it was pale and cover- 
' ltd with tears. 

' I This was not a sight to calm his emotion ; kissing 
'.away the tear which had just fallen on his hand, hcpress- 
|td hers still more fervently to his heart, and again bow- 
I ed his head on it. 

iThe door was suddenly thrown open as he did sn. 
He started, and looking up, beheld Mrs. Raymond. 
The sensations of this moment nearly overcame him. 
He knew not how he recovered his feet, he knew not 
I bow Miss Raymond vanished from the room, he knew 
not how he regained his own j he was conscious of no- 
rfling for some minutes, but that he must appear in the 
I eyes of Mrs. Raymond, surprised as he had been by her 
luthe feet of her daughter, a mean, despicable, design- 
ling character ; as such, no doubt, be represented by her 
[to the lovely Cordelia, to the utter destruction, in all 
\ probabilit}-, of that esteem which, without incurring the 
imputation of selfishness, he thought he might wish her 
to cherish for him. 
I * But I jiierit....! merit,' in bitterness of soul he cried, 
f and passionately striking his throbbing forehead, * the 
I wretchedness, the idea of their degrading opinion makes 
me suffer.... merit it, for having acted so contvury to the 
dictates of reason, of prudence, of generosity, as I have 
done in the recent instance. Instead of any longer cen; 
suriiig, how warmly will Mrs. Raymond now probably 
applaud the repelling conduct of her husband towards 
me, t)ow that she has such reason to believe the suspi- 
.cions that occasioned it well founded.' 

An hour passed away in the bitterest self-reproaches. 
The noise of a carriage then drew him to ainttice, which 
commanded a view of the street, and he beheld the Hay- 
monds steppmg into a chaise, which immediately drove 
.dfcg^ attended. 
I^HBhey are gone then,' said he, ' gone for ever from 
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my View.. ..gone, without leaving me .the consolat 
thiQlcing 1 shall retain that place in their remembranfl 
wished for. 

' O, fool 1' again striking his forehead, as the idea S! 
denly occurred, ' not to endeavour to justify niyseU 
the opinion of Mrs. Raymond, whilst I had an oppoi 
niti'.' i 

The injustice he had been guilty of towards hims^ 
ID not endeavouring to see hcr....worse, the improprict_ 
the cruelty he had been guilty of, with regard to Misa 
Raymond, in not trying to exculpate her, in the eyes of 
her mother, of the imprudence which the recent scene 
might naturally occasion her to be suspected of, now 
struck him too forcibly not to renew, or rather aggravate 
his anguish. At length, unable longer to submit quietly 
to his torturing reflections, he again rang, to enquire for 
^actalia, and hearing he was not yet come back, wrote 
a few hasty lines to be given to him in case he returned, 
which he was now almost beginning to think was not hii 
intention, desiring him to lose no time in following him 
to Naples ; and quitting his chamber, mounted tlie horse 
which he had ordered to be prepared for him, and ao 
companied by Felisco, whose surprise at the conduct ol 
Mactalla seemed quite as great as his, set forward on hit 
journey, attended also by the French boy. 

In iinother frame of mind, the sublime scenery which 
met his view as he ascended the Appennines, would 
have excited the liveliest iransports in his soul ; but no* 
he gazed on all without emotion....so true is it, that lo bi 

table to enjoy the beauties of Nature, the mind mm 
St case. Like Hamlet, it went so heavily with his d' 
Mtion at the moment, that he might have said... 

' Thit goodly frame the nnh, t 

appcir noibing to pie but t foul *i 

The tearsjaf the lovely Cordelia, her agitation ii_ 
recent scene, dwelt nn his imagination, and liwak^ 
ideas that at once tortured and delighted him~t.Yei' 
could not forbear thinking, from the emotion 6hc 3 
evinced, that he had inspired her with a warmer ■ 
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"I nent than esteem. As he thought so,...thnug1il on tlie 

1 probability there was of her being yet compelled to give 
W hand where she could not altogi-lhtr bestnw her 
heart.. ..on the possibilii)' thi-re v-aa of his meeting ano- 
iitr woman inclined to grant him her's, without his 
wishing to accept it, the Poet*s observation recurred to 
Im recollection, ihat..» 
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His meditations were suddenly interrupted by Felisco's 
tiding up to inform him Maetatla was approaching. He 
immediately stopped, and turning, beheld him pushing 
forward with all his might. 

• Upon my word,' Osmond exclaimed, on his coming 
within hearing, 'this is i-ather an unexpected sight, as 1 
iat almost inclined to imagine, Mr. Mactalla, thut you 
had taken yourself entirely off.' 

• By the Powers and so I feared you would, Slgnor,' 
ai^ Mactalla, stopping within a yard or two of him, ' and 
therefore I risked my neck by the haste I made to over- 
take you, not^vithslanding which I was almost beginning 
tatbnilc I should not have succeeded in doing so.' 

• And pray may I enquire,' resumed his master, ' wh«t 
took you from Venosa :' 

•You shall hear Signer; and when you do, I trust 
you'll excuse my having quitted it without your leave, 
ind also allow that I have done the business on whicli I 
went cleanly and cleverly, and for once prove that eaten 
■ is not always forgotten.' 
~ tat business ?' demanded his master, 
ly surely, Signer, it can't have sYi\i^ voot -wkfttftKir^ 
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'the promise I made in the midst of our recent dangd 
po make a handsome acknowledgment to St. Benedict, 
nor his kindness and protection, if we got safely througli 
hem.' 
Osmond nodded....* I remember,* said he. J 

* Well, then, Signer, convinced that 1 should ncilfl| 
prosper if I did nut keep that promise, and moreovd 
fearing such a good opportunity as offered at Venosa n 
fulfilling it might not occur again, I rose betimes tfaia 
morning, for the purpose of visiting his convent, and, as 
I liave already said> had the satisfaction of getting the 
business that took me there settled in the manner I wish- 
ed... .My offering to him was most graciously accepted ta 
his name by one of the holy fathers, and who inretumaa- 
aured me f might pursue the remainder of m)' journey to 
Naples without any apprehension, as I had, by my coi^ 
duct on this occasion, fully secured to myself the proteC»' 
tion of the Saint. One thing indeed liked to have mamj 
all; I forgot at first to mention how many beside inyseB 
were indebted to him ; an additional offering, howevdl 
en their account, quickly set matters to right again, B 
appeasing the anger the holy father felt at my negligenefl 

Osmond could not forbear smiling at the simplt^fl 
which this anecdote argued Mactalla possessed of. IS 
smile, however, was unaccompanied by any indicatiejl 
of that contempt which such simplicity might have ij 
cited in a more fastidious and less benevolent mt]^| 
He who performed what he conceived to be a duty, M^| 
in his opinion) an object of respect and admiratioH 
however superfluous or ridiculous that duty might ifl 
pear in the eyes of sound reason. % 

' Accept my thanks, my good friend,' said he, with ■ 
gracious smile, ' for your kind remembrance of meoH 
the late occasion. Your tribute of gratitude to St. t^^ 
nedict, on my account, has laid me under obhgadi^| 
which I shall take the earliest opportunity of evtnc^H 
my sense of.' ^^ 

* What basket ts that you have got dangling on your 
Rrm V asked Felisco, pointing to one on the Ivn arm of 
Mactalla. 

* Basket ! by the Powers but I'd like u 



we forgo^ 
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'tis a basket of provisions which a pious lady, who 
chnnced to hear my account of my laic adventures, gave 
me to drop with an old hermit, as I passed over these 
mountains } and who, by what I gathered from the 
ihepherds, of whom I enquired concerning him as 1 came 
ilongt has his hut perched some where in this quarter.' 

' He has,' said Fdisco ; ' if you elevate your eyes, 
you may see it on that high mountain that rises above 
ibe wooded ones to the left.' 

' By the Powers and so I do,' cried Mactalla, joyful- 
ly J ' what an admirer of fine prospects the old gentie- 
nan must be, to build his nest so high. Come, Felisco, 
uyou know all the inns and outs of these mouniaiBS, 
be so good as to guide me to it, for I faithfully promised 
the latly (who by the bye made me a handsome present 
for the trouble I undenook on her account) lo give the 
basket with my own hands into his ; besides, I would 
not for the world lose the opportunity of obtaining the 
ibeuedictionof so holy a man.' 

Felisco consented, and Osmond having a wish to see 
a place of the kind, and conceiving besides, as they had 
l^ this time come a good way, that the horses required a 
Unle rest, alighted to join the party... .Accordingly, ihc 
borsea being secured, and the French boy le/t to watch 
them, they began to ascend to the hermitage. 

The way to it was by zig-zag paths, many of them cut 
flito steps, and almost all either shaded with trees and 
bushes, forming in many places delightful bowers, or 
fenced in with shrubby clifis, bespread with beautiful 
Gcheus, wild ihyme, and flowers... . 

• Amongtl which the bee ilray'd diligcnr. 
And with the exlrtcled bilm otftignai woodbiiie, 
Fiird hii liule ibigh,' 

Through a small wilderness, they arrived at the little 
lawn on which the hermitage was erected. 'Twas front- 
ed by perpendicular rocks of immense height, some 
naked and discoloured by time, others embossed with 
luxuriant mosses, and tufted with wild planis andshr...is. 
Tlie mountain in tlie rear was broken into a variety of 

tic forms, wild, savage, patliless, and from its pea* 

- M 3 
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int precipices, and terrific height, evidently inaccessij 
to all but the light foot of the fearless chamois. Fm 
of pine, larch, and chesnut, doathed its steep sides, 
parently coeval with itself. 

* The vivid flowers that enamelled the verdant aurf 
of the lawn, the richly glowingand aromatic shrubs t 
skirted the rocks that enclosed it, formed a smiling t 
(TBEt to the rude and gloomy scene beyond. 

On one side the hermitage was a small garden, < 
taining a few vegetables and fruit trees ; on the a ^ 
bubbling up amongst some white stones, a natural foi 
lain, supplied by the clear springs of the heights abo 

The hermit was then out ^ and Mactalla deposit! 
the basket in the hut, repaired with Felisco to loolt : 
him in the woods. 

Osmond preferred remaining behind, to contempt 
without interruption the surrounding scenery, or nni 
probably indulge the reflections ii was calculated to 
spire. 

From a pensive reverie he was suddenly roused bj 
rustling noise in the inner chamber of the hermitage 
the outer dour of which he was leaning at the moral 
for the rttum of its owner, to examine it minutely, 
turned his eyes towards this, and to his utter surprise! 
held Mrs. Raymond advancing from it. 

' Gracious heaven !' involuntarily, and in extremei 
tation, he exclaimed, ' is it possible. ...do I really bet 
Mrs. Raymond !' 

' Why, is there any thing so very astonishing in i 
ing a woman gratifying her curiosity i' returned A 
Raymond. ' We stopt about an hour ago at a little 
bcrge in the neighbourhood, for the purpose of bai 
die horses, and hav ing previously heard a great i 
of this hermitage, 1 resolved to avail myself of i 
opportunity that had thus occurred for visiting iL... Ai 
tic laiiguedby the time I reached it, I sat down to.J 
myself, while my guides went in search of ■ 
herd's hut, to try and procure me some refreshment^ 

* O, now....now,' thought Osmond, ' have I iffiBli 
oppoicunity of endeavouring to exculpate myselfui' 
<iJ)tniot]....iMore. endeavouring to exculpate her ]o4 
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daughter, if, indeed, so wronged as to be suspected of 
imprudence by her.' 

Still, notwithstanding the idea that another of the kind 
nuglit not again occur, he could not for some minutes 
lUDimon sufficient courage to enter upon the explanation 
he wished to make. At length, but in the most timid 
accent, he ventured to entreat her attemion for a few 
moments... .but was for an instant after unable to articu- 
late another word, owing to the confusion into which 
her, he conceived, severe look, but which in reality was 
only a scrutinizing onei threw him. 

' It IS essential to my future tranquillity, Madam,' on 
a little recovering from this, he said, ' that you sliould 
comply with my request." 

' Well, Sir,' on his again pausing, said Mrs. Raymond, 
seating herself, as she spoke, on a sod seat outside the 
hut, ' what have you to say to me V 

' Oh, Madam, more than I fear my feelings will al- 
low mc to give utterance to....yes, notwithstanding my 
anxiety to retain a place in your remembrance.. ..that 
place which you so lately honoured ine with a hope of 
possessing....! knew not that I should be able to make 
■n effort for the purpose, at least at the present moment, 
so depressed, so humbled, so completely overthrown, I 
may say, is my mind by recent occurrences ; but on ac- 
count of... of Miss Raymond,' he added, falteringly, 

and in a still lower voice, ' 'tis due to her, to you.,..I feel 
it to be due to both, to declare, in order to prewnt that 
sweet, that delightful harmony and confidence subsisting 
between you being interrupted, that solely to my lemeri- 
^, my indiscretion, my imprudence, the scene you wit- 
nessed at Venosa was owing. I opposed, I impeded, I 
jM-evented Miss Raymond's withdrawing, yet not from 
any presumptuous hope or thought....no, i protest, by all 
my hopes of happiness hereafter, I call upon heaven to 
attest the truth ofthe declaration, but solely to despair.... 
to the agonizing persuasion of no more having an oppor- 
tunity of gazing on her, whom of all beings my eyes most 
delighted to dwell on..... Yes, Madam,' he continued, but 

'~* eyes inclining towards the ground, and a rising 
li Upon bis cheek, bright as die maidua blu&K «A 
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youthful beauty, ' I caa no loager conceal that I «lor^ 
your lovely daughter. The Jrantnesa with which t 
avow my passion, will, I hope, be a means of inducinM 
you to forego any injurious opinion you may have coawl 
ceiveii of me, in consequence of the scene I have just al-^ 
luded to ; since surely it must strike you, that if artful, ^ 
if designing, I would not reveal a truth, calculated, I 
must be conscious, by putting you on your guard against 
me, to deprive me of all opportunities of accomphshiug 

He then, but still in the most deprecating tone, conjur- 
ed her to lighten the anguish of his present feelings, by 
permitting him to hope he had not irreparably injured 
himself in her esteem, or laid the foundation of any ua- 
happiness between her and her daughter. 

To this entreaty Mrs. Raymond made no reply. Os- 
mond, after awaiting one in silence some minutes, ven- 
tured to steal another look at her, and saw, or fancied he 
saw, a gloomy though tfulncss on her brow, which con- 
firmed all the fears her silence had inspired. 

* Ah, Madam,' he said, under the painful impression 
of these faars,* I see 1 am doomed to become the victim 
of appearances ; since you judge me by these, I cannot 
wonder at your withholding From me the assurance I 
have entreated. Time, however, may yet convince you 
1 was not altogether as undeserving of it as I am sensible 
you now iraagine. Yes, my henceforth shunning the 
sight of your lovely daughter, will yet, I trust, prove to 
you I was sincere, when 1 said that I never for an in* 
stant forgot the obstacles fortune had placed between us, ■ 
the baseness I should be guilty of in attempting to involve J 
her in my precarious fate. Oh, Madam,* he addetl,] 
with encreasing emotion, * were you acquainted with m' 
family history, the agonizing observations I had an eu 
ly opportunity of making on the misery incurred b 
drawing a beloved object into an imprudent engagemcnt|i 
you wouId....yes, I am certain you would acquit me ( 
all intention of having done so myself. But your atteoc 
ants approach,' observing two strangers advancing) 
* Farewell, Madam,' in a broken voice, he added, this 

oluDtary recurrence of hia thoughts to home„.>Uiait 
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home so dear to his regard, so interesting to his fceliogs, 
fio truly venerated, round which the warmest atfeccions 
of his heart still hovered, having revived a thousand 
tender recollections, which completely overcame him.... 
* farewell,* retreating as he spoke. . 

• Stop, Mr. Mimro, stop,* cried Mrs. Raymond, has- 
tily rising, and laying her hand on his arm ; ' be not so 
precipitate, she added, a stnile brightening her fine fe>t- 
tures. 

' Goad heaven, is it possible!.... can it be,' ivith »11 the 
wildness of surprise exclutmed Osmond, ^ that the mo- 
ther, like the daughter, is an angel of forgiveness !' 

Mrs. Raymond pointed to a wild sequestered path at 

the back of thcjiermitage He directly led her to it, 

the men he had just seen being now at hand. On ad- 
vancing some way in it, sh^paused, and.... 

' What I realty am,* cried she, in an empliatic accent, 
and raising her hand, impressively, ' you do not yet know, 
nor can possibly conjecture ; but the period is at hand in 
which you'll be enlightened on the subject i besides the 
tale of wonder, which our recent adventures have fur- 
nished me with for my friends in general, I have one for 
your private ear in particular, which I am inclined to 
think will astonish you quite as much, if not more, than 
that will them. ...a tale, which though not exactly calcu- 
lated to.... 



■ FrM« thy yooog blooit, 
Mikf thy iwa eyci lUil from iheir ipl' 
Thy knoiled .nd combined locki lo ] 

Like ijuilli upaa the fretful potcupiai 



nevertheless contains sufficient of the marvellous to as- 
tonish you. Ask me no questions now,' added she, with 
quickness, seeing the lips of Osmond sever ; ' your cu- 
nosity cannot he gratified till I arrive in Naples, nor then, 
except in every instance you attend to the instructions I 
shall now give you. 

' After what occurred last night, I cannot think of ask- 
ing you to attach yourself to our society for the present ; 
i^Ktake heed not to lose sight of the carriage in which 
ravel ; at least, be particularly careful to kec^ It la 
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view on its approach lo Naples, A house h already pre" 
pared for us there, but we shall sleep the first night of ouf 
arrival at an hotel ; and wherevei' we lodge for that nigh^ 
I wish you also to take up your quarters, that I may th 
next morning have an opportunity of con versing with yoi 
And now that you may have something to remind yo 
uf what I have been saying, talc e this,' drawing a rin 
from her finger, and offering it to him. 

' Remind me. Madam !' repealed Osmond, with en 
phasis. ' Good hc;aven !' colouring violentiv, and drav 
ing back, ' surely you cannot think it possible I requii 
any thing for that purpose.' 

'VVcli, since you will not accept it on that account, 8' 
ccpt it for another,' said Mrs. Ruymond, smiling ; ' a 
jcept it for the purposeof reminding you of my friendshT 
of my having more than a common esteem for you ' 

' Oh, Madam !' in accents which spoke the fulness O 
his heart, ' your conduct on the present occasion rendt 
any further proof of that unnecessary,' 

' Well, I will urge the matter no further,' said Mrs. 
Raymond, with seeming carelessness ; ' indeed I know 
not that I am perfectly justified in parting with this, sincv 
it was a present from Cordelia.' 

' Cordelia !' echoed Osmond, with emotion so viol< 
as to shake his frame, and involuntarily catching t 
hand which held the proffered gift. 
' Yes, a present from my daughter.* 
'Ah, Madam!' cried Osmond, and gently disengag-' 
iug the inestimable ring from her hand, he pressed it to' 
his lips ; ' but what am I to think....what am I to infei^i 
from this ?' he suddenly exclaimed, as if starting from m' 
dream, and again looking not only with earnestness, buC' 
a degree of wildness at Mrs. Raymond. 

* You are to infer,' replied she, again laying her hand 
his arm, and looking with mingled complacency and t 
demess in his face, 'that virtue, sooner or later, will, c 
in this life, meet a reward ; that let cynics say what d 
will to the contrary, real happiness may be experieni 
here by those who steadily pursue the road of reditu 
in short, that innocence and goodness, like patience 
mthistry, are blessings that assuredly lay the founiiatit 
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for others. But endeavour lo compose yourseif.^.my 
daughter accompanied me to the hermitage, and not be- 
ing so fatigued as 1 was by the aaccut lo it, went with its 
holy tntn;tie to view a curious grotto, slittle wnyotf ; I ex- 
pect her back by this time, and know slic will be uneasy 
should she not find me where we parted. 1 must, there- 
fore, leavt; you now, but if you choose, you may by and 
bye follow me.' 

Then Lissiog her hand to him, she hurried back to the 
hermitage. 

For some minutes a&cr sht left him Osmond was in* 
dined to believe himself under the influence of a dream, 
so strange, so tncrediUe did what had recently occurred 
^pear to him....3o strange, so incredible, that he should 
meditate as her looks, her words, above all, the circum- 
stances of the ring tended Co persuade him she did, fa- 
vouring his passion for her daughter....a daughter for 
whom she bud such just reason to expect a spendid alli- 
ance. 

The only way in which he could account for such an 
intention, was by concluding she possessed an indcpcnd- 
ast fortune, and saw no other means of preventing the 
lovely girl becoming the victim of a stem and inexorable 
Other's ambition, than by consigning her to his arms.... 
' Yes.~.yea, it must be so,' he mentally exclaimed, ' it 
must be to a conviction of this nature.. ..a conviction but 
100 probably derived from painful self- experience of the 
inability of wealth and splendour alone to confer happi- 
ness on the feeling heart, that her intention of rendering 
me the most blesl^.-most enviable of men is owing.... 
And will Cordelia. ...the lovely, the divine Cordelia her- 
self. ..will she, whom nature and education have so emi- 
nently qualified to shine in the most distinguished cir- 
cles....will she acquiesce in this intention I will she be 
recoociltd to her moderate views respecting her ?....0 
yes, my heart assures me she will ; the proofs of reci- 
procal tenderness, which her agitation, her emotion in 
our recent interview betrayed... .those delightful proofs 
which prudence no longer interdicts my dwelling on, 
'ince TOC beyond a doubt, she will. Besides, I atn 
""iced Mrs. Raymond would not have the criieXtj ^» 
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iDBpire hopes, at least- of such a nature she has givo 
birih to in my bosom, without beholding a certainty a 
their being realized, since she must be aware tljat then 
ii a wide difference between the feelings excited by tbi 
vanishing of the happiness we never expected to possesi 
and that we had every hope of calling ours.' 

Having a little subdued his agitation, he retraced hi 
way back to the hermitage, and found the amiable ma 
ther and lovely daughter sitting beneath the shadow of i 
cliff, with the lefreshments the attendants had succei 
ed in procuring, spread upon the-turf before them, s 
at a little distance conversing with them the hermit, 
old man of eighty ; but notwithstanding his advancei 
age, still retaining a tiiige on his cheek, and an animatia 
in his eyes, that proved his faculties were unimpairei 
and that he possessed health and tranquillity. 

But interesting as such an object would have bee 
at aBOther period to Osmond, he had now for som 
minutes only eyes for Miss Raymond, owing to hj 
anxiety to learn whether she had yet received any ind 
mation of her mother's surmised intentions, and l\ty 
she felt on the subject, both which he flattered htms« 
he should be able to discover by her countenance ; n( 
was he mistaken. ...the manding blush that suffused it I 
his approach, the blended conlusion and pleasure wil 
which she half met, half avoided, his ardent gaze, coi 
vinced him, that she was not only acquainted « ' ' 
rejoiced at ihem. 

At the motion of her mother he took a scat bestd 
her, and by those delicate, those nameless attentionif 
which ihc enamoured heart can alone dictate, gave her 
silently to understand wh.it was then passing in his. 

At length Mrs. Raymond, wishing to give her dau^ 
ter an apportunity of endeavouring to overcome the etn 
tion she was evidently in, sought to divert his aUcnih 
by directing it to the hermit. 

The vcneraLlc man, alter conversing some Time "wiO 

them, ^vas called away for some minutes by the return of 

Mactalla, who, besides the present, was charged with a 

^eessage to him. 

^Thts IS solitude indeed,' said Mrs, ItaymODc), i 



moDc), on hlM 
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withdrawing out of hearing ; ' hut n solitude not apjialljng 
to the senses... .True,' continued she, with quiclinesa, an-' 
ticipating the observations she saw Osmond on the point 
fii making, ' we now see it under the most favourable cir- 
tances, illumed with sunshine, and adorned wiih 
;ch and variegated beauties of Autumn. But when 
Drmsarise,andfouiand6erceall winter drives along 
'troubled air, when the foliage of the forest lies in rudt 
heaps upon the earth, and the brows of the mountains, in* 
steadof being veiled, as now, in light clouds, arc covered 
with snow, I can easily picture to myself what a savage 
scene it must present to the view. How deplorable the 
situation of its inhabitant must then he !' 

* But though this were not the case, it chills one to 
think of a human creature being so secluded from his 
Species. I can scnrcely think that any thing shor^ of the 
total overthrow of his hopes and happiness can induce 
any one voluntarily to abjure society.' 

' A social and benevolent spirit naturally thinks so,' 
said Osmond ; ' but, alas ! there are too many proofs of 
the reverse to admit a doubt on the subject being the 
case. Superstition and false notions of religion have often 
the same effect upon the mind, that a long series of suffer- 
ing sometimes has, namely, that of creating gloom and 
misanthropy, and destroying all those social principli"i 
implanted in our nature, for the promotion of our ewA 
happiness and that of our species, and those correspond* 
ing sympathies, from the exercise and experience of 
III which man derives his highest felicity. 
ii| ' But doubtless sorrow sometimes gives a tenant to the 
trj hermitage.... a devotee to the monaaiic cell.'' rejoined 

I Mrs. Raymond. 
' Assuredly,' returned Osmond. ' I .im well aware 
there are sorrowa which must render a continuance in 
busy life insupportable to the feeling heart. When the 
gates of death are closed upon his prospects, then, then, 
.ti indeed, I do not wonder at a man's shrinking into soli- 
t^ tude.» 

But though we maynotbe able lo persuade ourselvesthat' 

^ rmit's life is a pleasant one,* slid Mrs. Raymond, 

mg the conversation the surrounding bcegcxv aa-NC 

n. N 
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rise to, ' one cannot avoid thiuldng the shepherd' 
must be a delightful one in these charming regioi 
hundred times 1 journied along, and caught a glin 
llie delicious solitudes they inhabit, the luxuriant p 
nn which they feed tbeirflocks, the peace and ttanqi' 
that appear to preside over their pine-shadowed ai 
manttcally situated dwellings ; and contrasted these 
the anxieties and dissentions that prevail but too mij 
the crowded haunts of men, I could not forbear thii] 
that here, at least, as Shakesiieare says, it were.... 
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put that beautiful speech should think such a life a si 
a lovely one, is not surprising,' said Osmond, ■ Ii 
natural for the unfortunate Henry, encompassed ] 
was by danger, and harrassed and perplexed in i 
direction to think, .„ 

< Tlie biwtharn both g»c ■ iweetcr (hide 
To ihepherdi looking on their lilly ibeep. 
Than doth a rich embioider'd canopy, 
Tokiogilh*! fear iheit lubjccti treacbety'.., 



' The ihrpherd'i homely curdi. 
Hit cold thin drink out of hii leather bottle, 
HiiWDnCedilcep under ■ freih tree't thadi 
All which lecure and iweeilc he cnjoyii 
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At length the hermit reappeared, and after u little fur- 
ther conversation with him, in the course of which Os- 
mond, but in the most delicate manner, endcaroiircd fti 
discover whether it was misfortune had driven him to 
seek ' this solitude forlorn,' and was informed, that his 
taking up his abode in it was solely the rtsult of inclina- 
tion, the party took leave of him. 

How so old a man could possibly scramble up and 
ilown Buch mounta'ms, to procure for himself tlie neces- 
saries of life, was a matter of aatooishment to Osmond 
and his fair companions. In their way from his abode, 
however, they learned from Fdiaco, that this was a fa- 
tigue he had long been exempt from, by the humanity, oi 
lather piety of die people in the neighbourhood, who for 
their charitable contributions, conceived themselves well 
repaid by his pfayers, so gieat was his reputation for 
lanctity. 

' Aye, so they say,' rejoined Mactalla ; ' the lady who 
sent him the basket gave me to understand they mean to 
make a Saint of him as soon as he dies t and so they may 
if (hey please....but neither new nor old Saint will ever 
rival good St. Benedict in my regard.* 

in their descent Mrs. Raymond entrusted to Osmond 
the care of her daughter, and thus afforded him an op- 
portunity of giving utterance, in some degree, to the 
transports of his heart.* 

* O, my Cordelia,' he sofdy, and psrhaps involuntari- 
ly whispered to her. as with cautious tenderness he guid- 
ed her down the declivity, ' how richly does this mo- 
ment, which gives to me the liberty of styling you so, 
compensate me for all I have btely sufTered 1 O, thus, 
ibusv ^nd fur an instant he strained her to his throbbing 
heart,' thus may we journey on ward. ...thus may I be 
permitted to assist and support you through any difiicuU 
itjBay occur ; say but that you participate in my 
"**■'''"",' eag;er)T endeavouriug lo catch a p*— ■ 
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im her hatf-averted eyes, ' and vtho in this world 
happier than [ shall.' ' 

■ 1....I ever,' but not without a little hesitation at 
_ blush, replied hia lovely mistress, ' participate 
happiness of my friends.' 
Osmond rapturously kissed her hand....' Words a 
ulcquate to express the feelings this goodness inspire 
Id he, ' but my actions will yet, I trust, demonstn 
the effect it has upon me.* 

The prospects that in various directions met the vii 
of the party, caused ihem frequendy to pause in tl^ 
descents ...Here they beheld magnificent cascades, foal 
ing down stupendous precipices. ...there, rich vineyar 
and fertile plains, diversified with clumps of trees, tinte 
with the golden hues of Autumn, and half shrouding tl 
cotL-iges of those whose flocks were scattered over ihci 
The froth and green tincture of the falling waters, 
astonishing echoes of the rocks, amongst which i1 
dashed, the striking contrast produced by the fertility 
the pbins, and the barrenness of the steeps that overhii 
them, the immense ridges of mountains that extend 
on every side, and the deep gloom of their vast forei 
altogether produced a scene of the most romantic a 
impressive kind, such as completely satisfied taste a 
fancy. 

The pleasing sensations which it Inspired were p. 
sently damped, however, by a message which awah 
the ladies, at the spot where the French boy was statit 
ed with the hoi-ses. 

Incensed at what he conceived their long abseni 
Mr. Raymond dispatched a messenger, to inform 
of the displeasure it had excited and desired they i 
not lose a moment in rejoining him. 

The cheek of Osmund kindled at the terms id whi 
his wish for their return was expressed. He restraiM 
the indignation, however, it gave rise to inhis mind,« 
respectfully kissing the haud of each, took leave ol th« 
for the present. 

He continued on the spot where they had panedi 

ly quitted the auberge, iheii*vaulted on his' 

lowed quickly after their carriage. 
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How changed did now the face of nature appear to 
turn ! From the revolution his feelings had undergone, 
every thing agaia looked gay and smiling around him ; 
and restored, if not to calmness, at least to happiness, he 
wasnowable todoainplejustice to the picturcwjue scene- 
ry through whith he travelled. 

The remainder of the journey passed without any oc- 
currence worth mentioning (t was lute when the par- 
ty entered Naples, and so dark, that Osmond had some 
difficulty in keepingup with the carriage ofhis fair friends. 

They alighted at one of the princijiol hotels, and as 
■ODD as they were accommodated, he di:sirt:d to be shewn 
(o an aparlmcDt. He was obeyed, and immediately af- 
ter supper, retired to repose. 

L.ong as it was since he had had an opportunity of en- . 
joying Bi!y, still his anticipations of the events of the en- 
Biung day kept him awake, for a considerable time after 
he had laid his head on the pillow. 

At length Somnus hwl hts leaden sceptre onhis eyelids, 
Bor removed ic until the morning was far advaaced. 

On rising he rang for Mact<(llK, and anxious to know 
whether Mrs. Raymond had been enquiring for him, de- 
manded, the instant he made his appeara'.)i:e, with a pal- | 
pitating heart, but seetninc carelessness, whether any one 
fiad been asking for him i 

* O, no, not a soul, Signor,' replied Mactalla ; ' indeed, 
as his Grace the Duke D'Amalfi does not yet know of 
your arrival, I don't know who should, seeing that yo' 
■re quite a stranger here.' 

* True.' replied Osmond ; ' but... .but,' in some con 
Sitaion, ' what I meant was, whether Mrs. Uaymond had 
been making any enquiry for me this morning f 

* She ! O no, not she !....shc didn't open her lips about 
you.' 

' Vou saw her then,' said Osmond, with quickness; 

■ at least I think 1 am to infer so from your answer.' 
' O yes, I saw her at least an hour and a hall ago.* 
' An hour and a half ago !' repejted Osmond, in ihe 

most impatient accent, and totally forgetting himsef. 

Knot caU me f 
ail yoa Lo-for what then ?„.,! am sure ygu wanted 
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a gooil sleep, after all the fatigue you have lately under' 
gone : besides, even if I bad called you, I am sure yow 
would not have had an opportunity of speaking to heci 
she WHS in such a hurrj- going, or rather Mr. Raymond 
was in auch a hurry taking her away.* 

' Taking her away !' repeated Osmond, starting backand 
surveying Mactalla with a wild sture.— ' and.,..and Mja 
Raymond,' he faltered out with all the agitation of aT 
' did he take her away also i' 

' That he did,' said Mactalla, * bag and baggagCuhi 
took thein all clean off.' 

' But ....probably his address is known by the people o 
the house,' cried Osmond, a little recovering himself 
from the idea of this being the case. 

'No.' 

' Why, how do you know whether it is or i 
a passionate tune, he demanded. 

• Because I enquired,' answ'ered Mactalla. 
' And how...which way,' with encreasing vehemeace, 

he asked,.' did they go V 

' They went in a coach,' returned Mactalla, with thl 
greatest coolness, ' and turned to the left.' 

' You saw them going then i' 

' Yes.' 

' And why not pursue them... .how were you employe) 
that you did not do so :' 

* Why, Signor, I was in a little room that fronts tb 
street, getting the Jewish ornament, which, against m] 
inclination, 1 had so long worn upon my ciiin, taken ol 
by a French barber I chanced to light upon ; but even 
though I hadn't been thus engag'd, I don't know that 1 
should have pursued them, seeing I didn't know of any 
rentipn I had to do so.* 

' O, you hnve undone me ...you have undone me hy 
not following them!' exclaimed Osmond, passionatelyj 
and striking his forehead. ' My dream of happiness il 
over,' he cried, pacing the room ....yes.... yen,' to him^lf, 
* this is the work of Mr. Haymond. He, doubtless, bf 
some means or other, suspected the intentions of his wUc 
wap ectiug me, and has carried her off in this maimer, 
r to prevent the fulfilment of them : but I will : 
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quietly rest under such a disappointinent; I should merit 
the loss of the felicity thus snatched from me, if I did aot 
make an effort to recover it. Fray,' again addreaaing* 
Mactath, ' did you overhear no direction given to the 
'Coachman V 

* Why, I thought, Signor, that I heard that sinner, Mr. 
Hayinontt....for, by the lord, if his countenance, which, 
Qottvithstanding all his care to conceal, 1 caught u glimpse 
of onfie or twice, don't behc him, he is one....3ay some- 
thing about the Largo Castillo.' 

' Kun this instant then,' said Osmond, * and procure 
QIC a guide thither.' 

' Lord, Signor,' cried Mactulla, whose astonishment 
Stthcw'ldnessofhis gestures was unspeiikahle, andwhich, 
as he at present had no suspicion of the strong attach- 
ment between him and Miss Raymond, he was almost 
Inclined to impute to a brain diBordered by fatigue and 
bng anxiety, ' had you not better breakfast before you 
, set out on your rambles ': besides, there's his Grace the 
J Dulce D'Amalfi....to be sure he expects the first thing 
I you'll do upon your arrival here is to pay him a visit.' 
^ ' I am not in a state of mind to pay him one now,' an- 
j swered Osmond ; ' but to-morrow, perhaps,' he added, 
. after a Hitte hesitation, owing to the irreparable injury he 
suddenly reflected he might'do himself with this noble- 
i maa, if he acted in any manner calculated to give him 
offence, as he could not but acknowledge his not hasten- 
ing to pay his respects lo him was, and, besides, the Jn- 
' gratitude such conduct would manifest tow.irds his ami- 
able and valued friends at Acerenza, ' I hope to be suSi- 
cicntly recovered to do so. In the course of the day, 
however, you shall go to his palace wilh a letter from 
m, to acquaint him of my arriviil, and enquire when it 
will be agreeable to h.^vc me pay my respects to him, for 
men in his public situation are not always at leisure or 
^posed lo receive visitors.' 

'That,! wi|l, Signor,' said Mactalla, joyfully, reco- 
, vering from the consternation which the idea of Off 
mond s not meaning to go near the Duke D'Amalfi, 

Khv looked upon as their sheet ui^Ma^Nfl'" 
'owu him in^. 
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^^k ' Very well....and now,' in a hurried acceot, 
^^^w prucurc me the gutdi: I require' 
^^B Mactalla 6ncling h in vaia to rcmoDStrate agunst 1 
^^^■keasure, withdrew to obey him. 
^^^F * ^es,' continued Osmond, on Mactalla's retiring, * 
^^^^ake every exertion to discover Mrs. Raymond ; i 
^^ftlf fortunate enough to succeed, wUI take care not to I 
^^n ifightoF her again, except assured the intentions she t 
tcrcd me with hopes of entertaining are altered. 

' Well, Signor,' cried Mactalla, reluming in a i 
minutes, accompanied by a well-dressed lad, * I hi 
brought you such a person as you want : this young I 
Paulo Zerbi, says he kniiws every inch of Naples ; i 
to be sure Yis not wonderful he should, seeing he \ 
bom and brt-d here, since I myself, who was never b 
before, know a good deal of it ; as for instance, I kn 
that here are squares, streets, lanes, and alleya....li 

there are churches, convents, chapels, and * 

* Fools !' mterrupted Osmond, passionately, his i 
iPatiencc to commence his search being unt^peakab 
• do you mean,' he added, with a look, and in an aco 
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Very unusual with him, ' to drive me entirely cnad, 1 
delaying me in this manner ?....come along, b*»y,' ' 
to the guide, ' lead the way to the Largo Castilio. 

The lad, without moving, looked at Mactalla, as if 
reqiured some further directions from him. 

'I'hc fact was, Mactalla, in their way to the apart 
having dropped something like a hint of the apprehend 
derangement of his master, owing to his solicitude 
have him particularly attended to in his ramble, the 1 
conceived It requisite to know from him whether O 
he should now obey the order he had received. 

Mactalla, alarmed by this conduct, lest it should c 
8iisf)iciaQ in the mind of Osmond of what he had sal 

deavoured, by significant looks, to make him undi 

lod he should go. 

Ere, however, he could make him Mimprehtnd h 
meaning, Osmond, litde brooking such delay, seized 'i 
hiin suddenly by the shoulder, and shaking lum rattier 
"—^•^ enqiMWd, in sa angry tone, wbelUer he w*| 



HPHpb, Signer,' replied (he latl, in submissive accents, 
^fWfcfowitig. 

' T ncn again I say, lead ihe way directly to the Largo 
Castjitio.' 

SHill, however, Zerbi hesitated, and continued looking 
■t SVIacialla, which Mactalla perceiving, and catching 
d^ penetrating eyes of Osmond nn him at the n 



THE DISCARDED SON. 



/ ' By the Powers then one would suppose you were !' 
Tie cried j ' and whnt is more, not only deaf but incapa- 
ble of moving,' giving him at the same moment a more 
expressive look than he had before done. 

The lad no longer at a loss to guess his meaning, again 
bowed to Osmond, and immediately led the way to the 
Miutre he was so anxious to visit. 



square 



CUAP. XII. 

Love >1Ieri oot lax lu hit hard decrwi, 
Noi ihough beiieith ih' TirJCian clime we {tceir, 
Or the mild bliitolifinpetde tkiei (orego, 
And in mid Winter ireid i-ilAeaian mow , 
Love cQngueci all.' 

OSMOND followed in silence, and so absorb- 
ed in thought, that he neither heard nor saw any thing, 
a/id started, as if from a dream, on the lad's suddenly 
■topping and informing him he was then in the Largo 
Caatilio. 

* Indeed I' cried Osmond, looking around him for a 
few minutes, with a vacant eye ; then recovering Mm- 
■elf a little, ' You know by whom these houses are occu- 
i^cd, I presume, my friend r* 

I. ' Yes, Signor, except a few that are let to English fa- 
milies.' 

' English families !' repeated Osmond, with anima- 
tion. * Run, my good lad, and enquire at their respec- 
tive mansions for a gentleman of the name of Raymond.' 

* L ord, Signor,* cried Zerbi, hesitating, and rubbing, 
^"^ sad,' won't my knocking at the difktent doore 

|ther queer V 
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^^K' ' No matter,' returned Osmond ; ' I'D be 
^^^pw, to prevent any thing diaagreeabli 
^^^■bm your obeying my orders.' 
^^^P • O, very well, Signor ; if you'll take tbe bit 
^^B^ng upon yourself, I am satisfied to do as yoa' 
^^^fe Accordingly he proceeded to make the en, 
^^Hstd been desired, but to no purpose. Mr. Ib_ 
^^Rwas not the inhabitant of any one of the house* »t 
he knocked. 

As he approached the last one....' Should diaapi 
mcnt await me here too,' cried Osmond mentally... 
heart almost died within him at the idea. 

Again he was destined to experience it ; but he 
this time so lost in the surprise, the delight, the tut 
tuous emotions excited by hearing Lord O'Sinister 
the occupier of this mansion, that he scarcely felt it. 
To have met with even a common acquaintmce 
place like the present, where he neither knew, nor 
known by any one, would have been a truly welci 
circumstance ; no wonder then, that to meet thus ui 
pectedly a person whom he looked upon as a real fru 
scarcely less interested in his welfare than his own fai 
ly, should be a source of the liveliest pleasure to him. 

' Good heavens !' he exclaimed to himself, ' how 
lightful, how fortunate his being here at such a peril 
How welcome will his society be to me, after being 
long estronged from the societ)' of all I could cons 
native friends ; and how serviceable may his notice pi 
to me ; the Duke D'Amalfi will be convinced by it 
his relations have not introduced an improper chara 
to him ; and Mr. Raymond, should I be so fortunntt 
to discover his residence, that 1 am not other than i ~ 
represented myself.' 

For some minutes he stood irresolute whether or 
he should immediately pay his compliments to his 1 
ahip. At length the agitation in which he found hii 
and the idea that a letter might by this time perhauA 
arrived for him at the hotel, from Mrs. Raymona,- 
ducird him to decide on deferring a visit to bi m to 
^^^ Other opportunity, 
^^^L The moment he rc'cntered the hotel, he 
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ppdier there was any message or letter for blm, 
lis extreme morliGcation was answered in the ne- 

His chagrin, however, did hoc render him for- 
f the attention due to the Duke D'Amalfi. He 

respectful note to his Excellcticy, to acquaint 
his arrival in Naples, and request him to fix the 
which he would choose to see him. 
)is a most gracious answer was returned, in which 
le, after expressing the pleasure it gave him to 

his safe arrival, apologized for not being able 
im for a day or two, owing to a national business 

great importance, in which he was, juEt at this 
;, engaged. 

}nd, from the agitated state of his mind at pre* 
d the wish he had to pursue, without interrup- 
i search after the Raymonds, was infinitely more 
at this, than if he had been invited to an Immc* 
inference with his Excellency. 
Aimes he was inclined to hope his inquiries after 
lilv would speedily prove successful ; then again, 
c reflected on the wary and suspicious man Mr. 
ad appeared to be, he almost despaired of sue 

d he have flattered himself with a hope of their re- 
[ any length of time in Naples, this was an appre- 

he probably would not have yielded to ; but ap- 
as from his conduct Mr. Raymond appeared to 
le intentions of his lady respecting him, he could 
tuade himself that they would not speedily change 
larters. 

Mrs. Raymond would ever voluntarily have left 
cl in such a manner, he had not the smallest idea. 
ifidencB in her sincerity was too great to permit 
harbour one of the kind....his opinion of her 
ity too exalted, to allow him to imagine she had 
With his feelings, by inspiring hopes she knew ta 
cious, and must be convinced could not be disap- 
, without inflicting the severest anguish. 
paia which he felt assured she experienced at be- 
icdcomingto the explanntion she had prom is- 
mappiiies:^ he felt equally convinced V\tx ' 
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probably he would have visiled more, but Tor 
)»« suddenly recollecting he should derive no benefit 
fraia meeting Mr. Raymond, except he heard hts name 
mcDtioned, his features being still uiterlj^ unknown to him. 

The ensuing morning, agreeable to the resolve of the 
preceding day, he repaired to pay his respects to his no- 
ble and highly -esteemed friend, Lord 0*Sinister, but 
was disappointed of the pleasure of seeing him, by bis 
Lordship having just gone out to ride, nor could the 
KTvant say when he would be back ; his return being 
Uticertain, Osmond, instead of wailing, begged to leave 
a note. Accordingly he was shewn into a library, where 
he wrote a few lines, merely stating the accident:d man- 
ner in which he had discovered bis Lordship's being iu 
Naples, and the anxJetj- he felt to pay his compliments 
to him in person. 

On his return to the hotel, the restlessness which 
anxiety and incertitude made him experience, united to 
Ilia determination of not losing any time in the prosecu- 
tion of his search after the Raymonds which, if still ia 
Naples, he thought he should be most likely to succeed 
in, by visiting the different public edifices, caused him to 
senti for the guide of the preceding day. 

Od his entering his apartment, Osmond demanded 
whether he could devote the whole of tiie day to him, as 
Jie wished in the course of it to go over Naples, and take 
: A view of all its public buildings. 

, The lad, without replying, first viewed Osmond with 
B stare of astonishment, and then turning to IMactalla, 
ngarded him with a similar one. 
.. * Why what the devil is the matter with you ?' asked 

gactalla, again fearing if he did not interpose the hint 
had given him respecting his master might be betray- 
ed. ' If the Signor had desired you to shew him to the 
iolernal regions, you could not look more surprised.' 

' And no wonder, I am sure you'll allow,' said Zcrbi. 
' Yes, I am certain you must confess it was enough to 
make me stare, to hear the Signor say, he intended going 
over (he city, and viewing all its public buildings in the. 
course of one day, when i inform you, that tlie monaste- 
ries and cotivents only of both sexes Itere ate ova Kmti- 

VOL. II. O 
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I dred and forty-nine ; besides which, there are thij 

I ibur houses for poor boys, girls, and women ; alsoclei 

T' hospitals, five seminaries lor ecclesiastics, four princi 

I'chiirchcB, thirty-two parish churches, seventy ot 

I churches and chapels, and upwards of one hundred i 

[. thirty oratories, or chapels of religious fralernitie! *' 

' Blessed St. Benedict ! but there are more than" 

good of thera, I warrant.' said IVIaclalla, still n 

vinced, from this circumstance of his master being i 

lie deranged, as he could not for a moment imagii 

person of his education ignorant on the subjcc 

Osmond could not forbear blushing at the abseno 
mind which the inadvertent manner he had just Bpojj 
in evinced. 

' I merely meant, my good lad,' said he. again addn 
ing Zerbi, ' that I wished to see the moat celebrated p 
of the cit)', and the buildings generally first visited 
strangers.' 

' O, now I understand you, Signor,' returned Za 
no longer hesitating to lead the way. 

The cathedral dedicated to St. Januarius, and in wl 
the head and blood of that Saint, the latter in two cry 
vials, arc kept, was the first place Osmond was taken 
and, notwithstanding the abstracted state of his mintl,^ 
viewed it with some attention, and altogether considc 
it a very fine old structure. 

The Jesuits' church too, and which he i 
decorated as it was in everj- part with the most costI)i; 
naments, also laid claim to his admiration ; nor did 
of the holy Apostles, esteemed the richest in painl" 
and other embellishments, excite a less lively s 

Thecelebratcd convent too of St. Clare, supposed I 
the largest in the world, containing no fewer than! 
hundred and fifty nuns, exclusive of servants of atf 
nominations, he considered well worthy of regard, 
as he viewed its magnificent church, could not fo^ 
wishing to have had a peep into its interior. 

But what particularly pleased him was the siiU 
views most at the religious edifices commanded... 
with the vast extent and amazing grandeur of iC 
I ping'iifirenee of those buildings perfectly accff" 
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||9Rong3t Other plucet, as in hU opinion belter worth 
t»liig ihan uny other, /crbi took Osmond to the Grotto 
lei Cane. Here, however, Osmond staid but a few 
ninutes : tht^ cruel experiments praetised on the most 
faithful of the hrute creation, drove him with horror and 
disgust from the spot, astonished how any person could 
allow their curiosity to be gratified at the expence of their 
bumanity> 

In their way back to the hotel, delightful music from 
m open church invited him to enter ; he I'ound it crowd- 
ed, und enquiring the cause, learned it was the festival of 
Ac Saint to whom it was dedicated. 

The sacerdotal splendour here exhibited to his view 
W3i truly dazzling to his senses ; his attention, however, 
*ras quickly diverted from this by the noise and confii- 
liop, occasioned by the number of people who were per- 
petually crowding in and crowding out. 

More confused than gratified by the scene, Osmond 
soon endeavoured to make his escape ; but in vain he 
itrove to regain the entrance. At length he succeeded 
in getting to a side aisle, whereagain he began to breathe 
^ely. He proceeded down this till his progress was im- 
peded by a bar, which raising, he found himself, on ad- 
vancing a few steps farther, in an inclosure, containing a 
small altar, before which he was somewhat startled, on 
perceiving a gentleman extended, apparently in a deep 
iwoon, and which, from his hand being pressed against 
SiiB left side Osmond concluded to be owing to some 
iiurt he had received there. 

* Poor gentleman,' said he, stopping, and turning to- 
irards Zcrbi, who, notwithstanding the crowd and bus- 
fc they had just been in, had contrived to keep close to 
[um, ' what a melancholy situation ! I wish we could 
Slid some door here that we might carry him out.' 

'Carry him out!' repeated Zerbl, with a stare of as- 
tonishment. 

' Yes,* replied Osmond, but without attending to this 
lOOk ; ' the air wonldbeof use tohim.' 

Of use to him, Signor !' again repeated Zerbi, and 
'f passible sttll more strangely at hii 
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^^m ' Doubtless, ' i-eturned Osmond, and stepping forw 

^^^.lie pRssed Iiis arm under his neck, for the purpose 

^^H rendering him some assistance. Scarcely hnd he d 

^^B to, however, when he feh himself almost dragged to 

^^B ground, by the violent pull Zerbi gave to ihe skirt ot 

^^B <oat, nnd who at the same moment exclaimed.... 

^^H ' Signor, Signer, are you really mad!' (of his b< 

^^K BO indeed he had now no longer a doubt) ' or dc 

^^H mean to commit sacrilege by robbing the dead i* 

^^H Osmond, in unutterable astonishment, stared fii 

^^F'Zerbi nnd then at the body before him. Ere he re 

ered sufficiently from this to give utterance to the cu 

ally so strange a circumstance excited, a monk approf 

ed, and being informed by Zerbi of what had just pas 

immediately conceived the mistake Osmond had mi 

his appearance announcing him a foreigner, and in i 

sequence explained to him, that it was customar 

Naples to bring every person to churcii in full dress, i 

after their death, for the purpose of having the ser 

read over them, which ceremony being performed, 

corpse was carried home, and having no further occa( 

for its fine clothes, was then stripped to the shirt 

buried privately. 

Osmond, though through politeness he forbore ip- 
so, could not help thinking it ludicrous in the e; 
dressing out the dead in such a manner ; their gen 
costume being embroidered clothes, laced hat, long 
fles, hair finely powdered, a blooming nosegay in 
^^—. hand, ant! the ot!ier pressed in a graceful manner agi 
^Hl (he side -, but by no means disapproved of the cus 
^^Vthat he also understood prevailed here of carrying d 
^^P^ncovercd to the grave, fsince, as an elegant and i^ 
^^ mated, writer has observed) he conceived it a curf 
calculated to annihilate the puerile dread of corpses,' 
at the same time present atj instructive and strU 
image of the vanity of human life. 

He thanked the monk for his politeness, and was 
further indebted to him, by being let out by him at a] 

^_ Tlie pleasure which this his hr&t tour through N)^ 
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woiiM have afforded him, would have been great, but for ■ 
his having sought in vain throughout it Tor those he v 
80 anxious to discover. With encreiised heaviness of ' 
bearthe returned to the hotel, almost convinced he shoi 
see them no more. He could alone keep himself from 
absolute despitir, by determining to write to the Count, 
to implore him to endeavour to obtain from his aunt the 
address of Mr. Raymond, with which he had no doubt 
of her being acquainted. 

At the door of the hotel he found Mactalla, apparently 
watching for his return, and to his surprise with a sor- 

' What's the matter J' lie hastily, and in some agita- 
tion inquired, on gaining his apartment ; ' has any thing 
unpleasant occurred during my absence, Mactalla ^...for 
you seem quite cast down.' 

' By the Powers and a good right I have to be so,' 
■aid Mactalla, '■ for we are going to lose Feliaco.' 

' Yee, Signor,' said Felisco, who had also followed 
his steps, and now with a low bow advanced -into the 
room ; ' and moreover, I am on the poitit of being n 
dered the happiest of men.' 

'Indeed!' cried Osmond, 'then I assure you, my 
good friend, I rejoice to hear so, fur the obligations you 
have laid me under have rendered me bijjhly interested 
about you.' 

* I thank you, Signor, for your goodness,* said Felisco, 
with another bow ; ' and now permit me to say, that if 
you have any curiosity to learn the circumstances which 
occasioned my joining the villains we so fortunately e 
Cttped from, 1 shall be happy to gratify you.' 

' If agreeable to you to relate them, I shall be happy 
10 listen to you.' 

' Love, Signor,' (began Felisco) ' love was the occa- 
Bioaaf my imprudence. AyouugPaysaDne,ihe daughter 
of a farmer, in whose service I engaged, in consequence 
of being obiigedtoforsaketbeueighbourhoodof my na- 
tive village, soon made a conquest of my silly heart ; but 
as I imagined her father would never consent to her be- 
ting herself on such a poor wight as I was, I did all 
power to smother the passion with ViUk\\ ^aa VaA 
O 2 
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Inspired me, and for that purpose strove, as much 
"ossiLle, to shun her, but to no purpose ; wherevci 
rent, she waa always, like my shadow, close at my b' 
went to the field to sow grain, Bona was sure 1 
e beftire me ; if I went to examine the fiances, I 
to meet with Bona ; whtn I went to reap the 
rest, Bona would start out upon me, like a bird from 
nidst ul the standing corn ; and never did I visit 
market town, without finding her there, dressed out' 
her holiday finery, and looking as beautiful as an aag 
Nay, I assure you, Signor,' observing Osmond smile< 
these words, ' I don't exaggerate in saying so, whici 
imagine you'll allow, when 1 inform you, she has a 
round fat face, as red as a full-blown rose, and about 
size of a middling cheese, and that her person is stout 
proportion ; then she is as blithe as a bird, and as strong 
as a young horse ;- can continue dancing longer than a 
persoH bitten by the tarantula, and manage a load many 
men would complain of. Often and often did she lightat 
my labour, by carrying large sacks of com to the gran; 
ry for me.' 

'What a happy man,' interrupted Osmond, ' lo 
able to look forward to having such a divinity in y« 
aims ! upon my word Mr. Felisco, you are an envlabl 
fellow.' ^ 

J* Ay, ao I should have said too,' cried Mactalla, ' li 
be said less of Miss Bona's fat face. 
' ' Well, every one to his taste,' said Felisco, but W 
father an air of chagrin ; ' if every one had the same,* 
what would there be but continual squabbles in I 
world.' 

'Justly observed, indeed,' cried Osmond; 'and 

fuow, if you please, my good fiiend,goon withyouri 
' ' Well, Signor, one day, it had like to have prov( 
fetal day to me, 1 went to market with some com, I 
there, as usual I found her before me, fiaunling in n 
ribbons, as gay and as proud as a horse on the Coi 
looking altogether ao charming indeed, that I could 
forbear, contrary to my usual custom, ogling her a lit 
persuaded her father would ne\'er consent to 
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^^■k Strada (11 Toledo, I found myself suddenly claspc 

^^H the arms of a young man, the same I almost instant 

^^Herccivcd whom I thought I had killed. I leave yc 

^^^Bjudge, Sigiior, what my astonishment at the momet 

^^Kuat have been ; as also my joy, particularly when ii 

^^Hrmed by him that my sweet Bona had alo escape 

^^^pflth, and was perfectly recovered, and loved me < 

^^B«il, if not better, for the proof, though so cruel a or 

I had given of my passion for her. He moreover tc 

me that the scene which so worked upon my feelings 

the market-place, was entirely a contrivance of her's, 

■Jacover whether I really loved her or not, which t 

as doubtful of, owing to the rtserve with which I tr« 

I her i and that her father finding nothing else wou 

ioder her happy, and pleased besides with my condu 

Fhilst in his servise, had consented to our being unita 

\ we ever met again. So to-morrow I propose settii) 

Bt for their village, and as 1 said at the commencemc 

tf my stoiy, am thus on the point of becoming the hq 

piestof men; for though bo imprudent as to associt 

for a time with a band of villains, yet as they never cou 

prevail on me to perpetrate any heinous oifence, I flati 

self Vis a circumstance which will not make again 

with the old farmer, especially when the motives tl 

to it are taken into consideration. 

f My own prospects have rot rendered me unmindft 

Kwhat I owe to the com munity ; I have already lodga 

yFormation against the banditti, so that in a short tia 

E^rueC the public will be freed fiom their depredation^ 

He then concluded, by informing Osmond that as tht 

lage he was going to was in the road to Acerenza, tij 

Riuld, if he pleased, take the French boy along with hina 

So it was setded was to return thither. 

Osmond gladly embraced such an opportunity t< 

him back, and availed himself of the same to write 1 

the Count. 

Hewarmly congratulated Felisco on the happy t 
nation of his troubles, and pressed a sum of money i 
him, as a proof of the sincerity of his gratitude for t 
aerviees ha had received from him Not beiD'"" 
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\ however, to prcvailonhjm, 10 accept this, hehad Zeriji 
1 jgun summoned, and was conducted by him to a shop, 
■\ where he purchased a handsome piece of silk for a wed- 
^\ ding gown for the fair Bona, and a plain but neat suit of 
"^ clothes for her husband elect, presents which he could 
Wt decline, ' 

Evening was approaching, and Osmond was on the 
point of going out upon another ramble, when a note was 
presented to him from Lord O'Sinistcr, requesting to see 
him immediately. 

That he did not delay obeying the summons of his 
Doblc friend, may readily be believed. He repaired to 
him with a determination of reposing unlimited confi- 
dence in him respecting the Kaymonds, conceiving hn 
assistance might do much towards enabling him to dis- 
corer them. 

He found him !n a magnificent drawing-room, but to 
Iris gT'eat surprise.. ..a surprise not to be wondered at, con- 
~' ig what he had heard in the morning, reclined up- 
luch, in a loose dress, and with his legs rolled up 
lel. 
mutual interrogations had taken place, and his 
Lordship had informed Osmond, whom he received with 
every demonstration of p.casure, that ill health was the 
cause of his present visit to Naples, but in which he was 
naaccompanied by his family, and gladdened his heart 
by telling him that he had heard from Heathwood but a 
few days previous to his departure Irom England, and 
that all were then well there, he proceeded to entjuire why 
he did not wait too see him in the morning, adding, he 
knew nothing of his having called till after dinner, or he 
should certainly have sent to request his company tq it. 
Osmond unhesitatingly informed him. 
' Out riding !* repeated his Lordship, angrily ' good 
heavens, how stupid of any of my people to say such a 
diing! I was in bed at the time you called, and assure 
you I shall consider myself well off, if able to bear even 
the motion of a carriage in the course of a month, 
verelf have 1 suffered by this attack of the gouu' 
"" icn extending his hand to a belt that hung ne 
of the couch, he tang it violently. 
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} * Wlio was it answered Mr. Munro !• in a tone of hi| 

naplcasure, he demanded ol the servant who obeyed h 

IMRimans. 

. ' I don't know who your Lordship means,' replied t 

' I mean the gentleman who left the note which 1 1 
T-d at dinntr.' 

O, the gentleman who called while your Lordsfa 
outriding,' as if suddenly recollecting the circi 
ice. ' It wiw 1, my Lord.' 

You infernal blockhead !' cried his Lordship, r 
ig himself from his reeumlient posture, fury sparkll 
his eyes, ' what do you mean by saying I was 
when you know I was in bed at the time Mr. Ml 
called, and that I have not been able to get into a co 
much less on horseback, since my arrival at Naple 
Tou know there !s no one in this house rides out at p 
sent but Jenking.' 

' True, true, my Lord, stammered out the man, 
affrighted tone, and great confusion, ' but I....1..... 

of your stupid explanations, Sir,' vocifenH 
his Lordship. ' I have nothing more to say to you iT 
this.. ..if you do not, of your own accord, know what 
awer to give my friends, enquire, for I am not to run 
Bsk of having them offended through the blunders of 
people. Retire, and remember I siiuU not give yoi 
second admonition on the subject.' 

As soon as he had withdrawn, and his Lordship, » 
his wonted politeness, had apologized to Osmond 
the vent he had given to his passion before him, he 
sired to know to what circumstance his being in Naj 
was owing, having left England on so different a del 
adding, in the whole course of his life he 1 
lever been so surprised as by finding him here. 
Osmond as briefly as possible narrated all that 1 

him since his embarkation from England. 
His Lordship listened with the most profound atl 
tion to his narrative, and also, to judge from his sudd 
starts, and the various changes his cootenance uni 
went, with the most lively emotion. 

Instead, however, of expressing the sympathy wB 
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' from these circumstances Osmond was led to believe 

iit had escited in his mind, it was scarcely conclud- 
ed, ere he burst into an immoderate and apparently 
tmcoutrolablc fit oflaughter, to the unutterable confusion 
as well as surprise of Osmond, who saw nothing in what 
ihc had been relating calculated to create mirth. 
' My dear young friend,' said the wily Peer, as soon 
IS he had a litde recovered himself, perceiving, by the 
^'''i flushing cheek, and kindling eye of Osmond, the reaenl- 
I ment his unseasonable and apparently uncontrotablc 
_ ; mirth had excited....' I ask ten thousand pardons for the 
■ latitude I have given to my feelings in the present in- 
° stance; but uponmy honour, iflwastohavediedfor it, I 
could not help laughing at your story, it so strongly re- 
minded me of Don Quixote's, on his coming out of the 
Cave of Montcsinos j shipwrecks, caverns, old castles, 
^'1 banditti, and distressed damsels, after encountering all 
' these, you may well publish your travels, by the title of 
The Wondernil Adventures of Osmond Mimro. Those 
of the Abyssinian Traveller, and the great Munchausen 
Hmself, will appear as nothing hereafter, should you fa« 
vourthe public with your'a.' 

* Why surely, mv Lord,' cried Osmond, colouring 
BliU more violently, and in a voice trembling through ex- 
cen of agitation, ' you ' 

* Cannot doubt your veracity,' interrupting him with 
a smiling aspect ; ' no, my dear lad, I know you too well 
to believe you capable of romancing ; besides, even 
though I was not as perfectly acquainted with you as 1 
am, still would I not discredit what you have told me, 
since I am well aware more events happen in this life 
than are dreamt of in our philosophy. But be assured, 
notwithstanding what has Just passed, I am infinitely 
more pained than amused by your narrative.. ..pained to 
think that with your excellent understanding, you should 
have suifered yourself to be imposed upon by a set of art- 
ful adventurers.' 

* Atlventurcrs, my Lord* !' echoed Osmond with a looli 
which seemed to say h» did not perfectly utiderstand 
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^^H * I don't pretend to say your Count Placentia is one, 
^^B dien he is no better than a ridiculous fool, who has 
^^H spired you with hopes of the most futile, the most cbii 
^^M rical nature ; but 1 again asscit, your Raymonds 
^^B People of real consequence don't so easilv fall into 
^^B hands of banditti as they ted you to imagioe. 
^^B- word, I have not a doubt on my mind of their being 
^^r intimately acquainted with the honourable genth 
from whom you were suffered to esc ape.. ..suffered, I 
for take my word your movements are better known 1 

t you were aware of i or of their having associated i 
you, under the hope of being introduced here in su< 
maoncr as should prevent any suspicion of what d 
were in reality being entertained ; neither of their har 
gone ofF with the silence and secrecy they did, owiiij^ 
their finding at length, through your own confessioim 
you say you were very candid with them, that this 
hope which could not be realized through your me! 
consequence of your being a stranger here.' 

* Good heavens, my Lord !' exclaimed Osmond^' 
astonishment, ' what a supposition, after telling yoal 
our being pursued by the banditti, of their having " 



' You wonder I could entertiiin such a i 
me, my dear Osmond, your being pursued by the i 
ditti was a mere stratagem, to prevent your suspei! 
them to be other than they represented themselvfll 
consciousness of guilt frequently inducing peo[^ 
have recourse to even superfluous i 
against detection ; and as to their having been at i 
renza, did you ever see them at the C;isile of Accra 
or hear aught of them there, but from a domestic, i 
IcBB in league with them, to impose upon vou and otk 
In short, I am bo thoroughly persuaded of thei 
what I have styled them, that not all your eloqueitco 
be able to make me forego this opinion ; ndtlier ah 
be »ble to divpst myself of uneasiness on your acctrA 
except you promise to think no more of them.... solemn! 
promise, should chance agaimthrow tlicm in your wa] 
to avoid them as you would pUigue, pestilence, and ft 
mine.' 
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' Impossible, my Lord,' aaid Osmond, with warmth ; 
*■ never will 1 malie a promise I do not menn tu fulfil. 
In the place of flying, 'tis my fixed determination to 
persevere in seeking them, wherever 1 think there ia th» 
least likelihood of meeting with them.. ..my fixed deter- 

IroLnation never to relinquish llie sentiments with which 
flieyhave inspired me,except convinced, by the testimo- 
ny of my own senses, they arc not merited. When you 
I reflect my Lord,' endeavouring to apeak with more calm- 
( Dcss, * on the danger the banditti must have been con- 
i wious they should incur by letting me effect my escape, 
1 think you must be inclined to allow their conniving at 
r it a very improbable circumstance, and consequently 
J that your present suspicions are erroneous.' 
] ' By no means,' replied his Lordship, ' for I am per- 

Jtaaded the banditti are nst confined to one haunt. In a 
word, ifistead of being induced by reflection to give up 
what you are pleased to style my erroneous suspicions, 
i am the more confirmed in them by it,' 

' Then we had better drop the subject, my Lord.' 
Mid Osmond, again with warmth, ' since one on which 
Acre is a difference of opioion cannot be dismissed too 
Kion.* 

' Assuredly,' assented his Lordship, ' except, as ia 
^ present case, it be essential to the welfare of any 
puuculaf person to have it further discussed. My 
dear Osmond,' he continued, in one ofhis most insi- 
duous tones, and with a corresponding look, laying his 
hand too on his arm as he spoke, and gently pressing it, 
'you look displeased, you look offended ; but surely, my 
dear fellow, you should not be angry with a man for 
speaking his real sentiments, nor piqued with him for 
giving advice, when conscious, as I flatter myself in the 
present instance you must be, tliat his motive for doing 
to is friendship. If I had not the since rest, the most 
heartfelt regard for you, believe me I never would have 
intruded mine on you, for I am by no means of a dispo- 
sition to trouble myself with what does not immediately 
concern me, 

* Friendship,'addcdhe, after a short pause, 'has some 
3 fulfil i amongst these,' withdrawing his 
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id, with something like a sigh from tlie arm of 
.nd, a» he sjioke, * none I now perceive is more d 
issiDgthan that of offering atlvicc* 
' Oh, my Lord,' ctitd Osmond, completely impoa 
n in this instance, as he hud been in many others^ 
le plausibility of the Peer, and ashamed of the pe 
ice be now conceived he had betrayed, * do not wrg 
1 aa to imagine I can feel otherwise tl 
ileful for your advice, appreciating, as I do, ihe i 
ive from which it springs.... 1 only lament, that in i 
should deem it necessary ; but ere a sh 
Tiod eUpses, I will hnpe that I shall have the powci 
inviacing your Lordship that the opinion which I 
caaioned it is unfounded, by having an opportua 
introduciug )'ou to the acquaintance of Mrs. Rayraoi 
id her lovely daughter. Oh, my Lord, had you S4 
conversed with ihem as 1 have done, your it 

rmises respecting them would »' 

* Have been exactly what they now are,' returned 

.ordship, with the utmost coolness, ' that is, if 1 1 

t with them in the way you did, and had been tr« 

by them in the manner you were j for believe i: 

■ dear Osmond, something more than a silvery tw 
'jntching looks, or liberal sentiments, are requisite to p 
iVeni suspicious circumstances from creating douht 3 
'^Btrust in the mind of a man who has mixed much, 
life, and had experimeDial knowledge of the vaticu&i 

«epiioiis daily, hourly practised in it The Camilla 

Xe Sage, and the Milwood of Lillo, are, take my wi 
for it, much more common characters, tiian a person i 
tiacknled in the ways of the world may be inclined 
imagine. The fair ladies in question are, i 

ily mistaken, which he who draws his infereo 

actions seldom is, exacdy of their desctlptj 

iad you bad a rich casket of jewels, or a wealthy u 

this quarter, they would not I dare say, have agunii 

■ir feelings by taking themselves off in the n 

they did.' 

■ Gracious heaven !' exclaimed Osmond, starting tn 
agitaticiQ which shook Ms frame, and again fliti'---' 

ich crimson, ' what a horrible nsserlia 
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piMve this subject, mj' Lord,' he ad Jed, after a transient 
' p^use, enJeavauring to collet liiinscif, and ruturnhig 
[ to die couch, from which «»coiiaciously he had started. 
I * With all my heurt,^ s»itl his Lordship, uodding ; ' and 

fCI, my dear lid,' motioning Osmond to resume his ecut, 

^ I am appn^hensive the one 1 am about intruducitig will 

not Drove more agrecolilc' 
' Tib impossible it can provi; leas so, my Lord,' rc- 

twoed Osmond, calmly, and aomewhnt coolly ; for 
^ though perauaiied Lord O'Smistcr h.»d spoken as he bad 
, done froni the best motives, yet could lie not help feeling 

bodl iDdigiiant and rcsenttiil, at hearing those, so dtsr to 

bb regard, so truly believed by him to be ahead)' iltserv- 

ing of being 

• Eniky'd ind iiinted,' 

traduced in such a manner. 

* Well then,' proceeded his Lordship, ' not to keep 
^u i» suspense, know that I should consider myself un- 
worthy of the appellation of your friend.. ..the friend of 
}OUr family, ifldelayed apprizing you of the destruc- 
tioR that to a certainty awaits you if you contintie in 
Nspl«s. Nay, hear in e out without interruption,* ob< 
Mrviag Osmond again idl emotion, and on the point of 
faking; * your doiug so will not deprive you of the 
power of still acting as you please.' 

Osmond bowed respectfully, and the subde Peer thus 
went on.... 

' The hopes which you indulge respecting the Duke 
D'Amalfi, are, trust me, like an tdibce'raised on sand, 
without a foundation. I know him well, for this has 
BOl been my first visit to Naples, and know him to be, 
iq every E.;iise of the word, a complete counier....a man 
who will never think of patronizing a person who has 
Btit, in some way or other, the power of rendering him a 
sen-ice. He is not, I assure you, by any means, one of 
those characters tliut find a pleasure in sheltering modest 
merit, and drawing it from obscurity. To use die words 
of a dramatic writer....' If you can do him here, he will 
IQ rficre,' but not else. I leave you, therefore, to 
whether without c\'cn that claim upoti b\s y^^*-"^' 
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tion, which being a fellow-mibject would give yoi 
have the li^ast chance of succeeding with him.* 

* O, my Lord,' crii;d Osmond, in an accent 
pruvcd it was with dilEcuhy he had htranl his Lo 
thus fnr, ' I cannot beheve thai the Count Placetit 
Marchess Morati, would expose me to such a hui 
ing disu|ipointment as your Lordship intimates 
likely, or rather certain of experiencing from the 
D'Am.lI(i. Ncilhtr can I believe that his Kxo 
would, voluntarily, incur the resentment of relati 
so truly, as well as deservedly, esteems, by ma 
promUe to them he never meant to fulfil. He p 
his word to them to provide for me, and never wl 
linquish the hopes his assurance to do so has in 
till I have unquestionable proofs of their being dl 
ones,' 

* Ere you obtain these, it may be too late foi 
said his Lordship, in an impressive lone, ' to remi 
evils which waiting for their realization can scare 

of drawing on you The Duke D'Amalfi will noti 

Jy terminate your suspense, lest if he did. his insi 
i-especting you should Ijc suspected ; and when h 
trust me he will not want a pretext for disappointit 
expectations, such as shall prevent liis being invol 
your account with the Acerenza family ; for ni 
him, versed in the arts of courts, are never at a 
extricate themselves from any difficulty. If yoi 
as much of the deceptions of life as I do, belie 
my dear OsifionO, you would not be so incredu 
the present instance as you are.' 

' May I ever continue a stranger to what is cal 
to introduce suspicion and distrust into the min 
Osmond, with warmth and energy ; ' for I would 
sometimes be deceived, than live in perpetual apj 
sions of being so ; since if confidence between « 
man he destroyed, there can be no happiness in I 

' Ah, this is quite the enthusiastic rant of a rt 
mind,' cried his Lordship, with a smile and a; 
* take my word for it, my jouug friend, as you ) 
in life, experience will convince you that U W>k 
yenient and serviceable to have a thora;^ 
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its manifold artificeA. But to return to tlie point 
from which wc have somewhat strayed.... if jou have ihu 
Hast regard for your welfare, the interest ol your family, 
your present peace, your future happiness, quit, I co&- 
jure you, and that without delay, this dangerous region 
of luxury .....The lucrative and comfortable situation in 
Jamaica, which I offered to you, is still open for your 
Mceptance. Take my advice,' continued his Lordshij), 
with cncreasing vehemence, convinced, by perceiving no 
change in the eountetiancc of Osmond, that Delacour 
lud not enlightened him with regard to his character, 
and ihat he might therefore venture to press the mutter, 
' and do not refuse it again.' 

' Believe me, my Lord,' returned Osmond, ' I feel the 
most lively gratitude for the anxiety you manifest for my 
welfare, but in the present instance 1 must decline avail- 
ing myself of it ; for as I have not a doubt of the patron- 
age of the Dulce D'Amalfi, my mind is already made up 
U to my future plans.' 

• If you have made it up to remaining here,' said his 

B" 'lip, in DO very complacent accent, ' you have 
it up to acting the part of a fool, r.b you will yet 
your cost, should you persist in your present rc- 
n. Again I IcU you, thui to hope for any thing- 
liat proud deceitful couitier, is to hope lor what 
_ vcr happen.' 

' Pardon me, my Lord, for saying I cannot in this in- 
atance agree in opinion witli you.' 

'Then you will not go to Jamaica ?' demanded his 
!Lordship, sitting upright on the couch, and fastening hia 
keenly penetrating and kindling eyes upon the couute' 
nance of Osmond. 
Osmond bowed. 

* Very well, Sir.. ..very well,' but in a voice which pro- 
claimed him dreadfully agitated, ' I see plainly howltia ; 
yea, 'tis evident you have imposed a fabricated tale on 
BK ; that in some way or other you have involved your- 
self with these vile women, of whom you have been 

;, and that 'tis on their account you scorn my ad- 

fea, I am convinced 'tis not your c-&i^ec\a.Ovcn« 

Hhe Duke D'Amaifi, but your catangViacw. -wvS* 
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them, that induces you to determine on remaiuog, _ 
Nay,' added he, perceiving the lips of Osmond ae 
' nothing you can sa^ can persunde me to the contraij 
no, by heaven !' raising hia voice, ' nothing but yout 
lowing my advice can or shall make me tliink you il 
tent !' 

'Then I must still appear guilty in your Lordi _ 
eyos,' said Osmond, with forced calmtiess, and a 
bowing. 



i^ 
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Oh, wrcEchtd mm 1 v-hoie too, loo buiy ih 
tide (wiftti than the nllappini' heaveni ro 
Vi<l>.n««rn.1 hurry l( the .oul: 
liytbeic'B a lime when e'en the [oUing year 
leemi to Xand kMI ; dead oIdk are in Ihe od 
mee not a breiih ditturbt ihe drowiy wi. 

ul niao the very moniier of the world, 



Il ne'er *l rcil.,..ihe loul [or ever wikei,' £ 

; WHAT !' demanded his Lordship, in j 
more furious tone, ' are you aheady so hardened tj 
nuity, as to be indifferent to the good opinion of a p| 
you have so m^rny reasons to esteem !....the good opj 
of hitn who has t)een not only your patron, but the p 
of your family l....\vhosehand preserved your father 
Mnking—.who^e purse gave you the means of ac 
ing the advantages you possess !' " 

• I am indifferent to the good opinion of no mai 
Lord,' returned Osmond, with manly firmness; j 
to the consciousness of deserving it, do I value j 
nour.iblc reputation ; but lo avoid one painful impul 
I can:io: think of incurring others still more paini 
to the obligations which your Lordship has conj 
upon cne and my family, be assured it was not ned 
lorcmindmeof them, since they lie registered hcil 
ing his bund upon his, at the moment, proudly-s^ 
heart ; ' but great as they arc, they cannot render n 
getful of (hose I owe to others. Was J auiei' ' 
esce in the opinion you havg formed of tiM^ 
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ive been so fortunate as to acquire in this ccuntry, I 
ahouUl conceive myself a monster of ingratitude.' 

• A truce with your sentimental speeches, Sir,' said 
his Lordship ; ' here they cannot answer the purpose for 
which they are framed, namely, that of deceiving ; and 
I teQ me, I again demand, are you positively determined 
on not going to Jamaciu i' 
[ Again a bow was the oniy reply he received from Os- 

'Have done with your grimaces. Sir,' said he, still 
more imperiously.i "■ coxcomical airs ntither suit your si- 
Giation in life, nor profession,' 

' Then, since your Lordship wishes me to apeak out,' 
telumed Osmond, still endeavouring to curb the feelings 
that mantled his face with crimson, ' I am positively de- 
termined not to go thither.' 

' Then I am equally determined you shall,' rejoined 
ilia Lordship. ' Yes, by heaven ! you either follow my 
advice in this instance, or forfeit my friendship for ever. 
Never will I continue it to a person who wilfully courts 
destruction, as will be the case should you persist in re- 
maining here. The interest I h.ive taken in your family 
aEairs, the part I h3\c had in your education, authorizea 
loe to interfere in your conduct; prepare, therefore, 
without further hesitation, for your departure hence.* 

' Excuse me, my Lord,' said Osmond ; ' I cannot 
think of preparing for what I do not intend should take 
place' 

' But I say. Sir,' striking the arm of the couch with 
Violence, ' I say. Sir, there is a likelihood of your depar- 
tnre hence taking place i ways are to be found of over- 
coming obstinacy.' 

' With your permission, my Lord,' cried Osmond, ' I 
win now retire ; for I see my protracting my visit can 
answer no other end, than that of adding to the agita- 
it pains me to see you in, in your present state of 
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rely you cannot suppose me so estremely viiriablaS 

ry disposition.' 
^ ' Then I must tell you, Sir,' said his Lordship, witlj 
^unlcnance distorted with fun', ' you are an ungratq' 
^oung villain !....a hypocrite !....an impostor !. 
kgrace to the profession you have embraced !....a reprc 
to me for having thrown away my kindness.' 

' My Lord,^ said Osmond proudly, ' my heatt i 
quits me of having meriied such language.' 

' Then, by Heaven ! when your conduct to me i 
plained, which, dt:pend upon it, it shall, 'tis all that « 
acquit you. Not merit it!' he exclaimed, with, if poa 
ble greater fury ; ' there ia nothing vile which you I 
not merit from me,' starting from the couch, on wW 
I he had hitherto been reclining, with the agility of an o| 
a dancer, and traversing the room with quick and dii 
mered steps, to the utter amazement of Osmund, w 
nrom the state in which he described himself, aa v 
Xis appearance, had not an idea of his being able 
move without assistance, ' nothing degrading,' he p 
beeded, as if transported out of himself by passil 
p which you do not merit at my hands, for the injury y 
^vedone me.' 

' Injur\-, my Lord !' cried Osmond. 
' Yes, Sir, the irrcp;ivdble injui^' jou have done mi 
W^ robbing me.' 

' Hobhmg you, my Lord !' cried Osmond, again cchi 
ig his words. ' Of what, my Lord i' he dcmande 
I the peremptory and steady voice of courage and c 
(cious innocence. 

' Of what !' repeated the Peer ; ' why of....of....m; 

y tranquillity !' he added, as if suddenly recollect! 

:, and with a smile of the most '. 



Jay tratiquilliiy !' 
Iitmaeir, and in a ti 



' Then i will now take my leave, my Lord,' movl 
towards the door, ' in order to afford your Lordshil 
~ peedy opportunity of recovering what I have been i 
Bifoituirate as to deprive you of.* 
' 'Stop, Sir !* said hisLordshipiStampingi the flannelsfl 
'-*- Is legs ti'^re enveloped, dropped, at the moiiWH 
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about his heels, and [o tKc, if possible, cncreasing asto- 
nishmem of Osmond, discovered them cased up Id 
boots. 

The looks of Osmond first made him sensilile of what 
had happened. For an instant he appeared confused j 
then, as if to prove the correctness of what he had aaid, 
relative to a person brought up in the great world never 
being at a loss to relieve themselves from an embarrass- 
ment, he asserted, as with evidently feigned dithcuhy he 
returned to the couch, that he had been ordered by his 
physkians to wear boots, as a means of keeping dowa 
ihc BWelUog in bis legs, and that he had not a doubt but 
that the exertions into which he had been hurried by 
tiie passion his f Osmond's) obstinacy, had thrown him 
into, would be attended with injurious consequences to 
him. 

Osmond, with an involuntary smile of scornful incre- 
dulity, for that his Lordship was, at the present period, 
no more an invalid than himself, he was now thoruughly 
convinced, from what had just passed, though why, or 
wherefore he should feign indisposition to hmi, was ut- 
terly above his comprehension, instead of appearing to 
notice this observation, drew still nearer to the door, but 
was again commanded to stop by his Lordship. 

' Stop, Sir,' said he again ; ' I cannot permit vou to 
Tithdraw, till I have told you, that less of the coxcomb 
in your appearance would suit better with your pro- 
feasion and prospects in life, 

* The coxcomb, my Lord !' cried Osmond, returning 
his malicious glance with an involuntary indignant and 
enquiring one. 

* Yes, Sir, the coxcomb ; else you would not wear that 
dittering gewgaw on your finger,' glancing at the right 
hand of Osmond, on which sparkled the valued gift of 
Mrs. Raymond. 

* I have already told you, my Lord, how I came by 
ihia ring; as a pledge of friendship, I conceive myself 
fully warranted to wear it.* 

* Doubtless,* rejoined his Lordship, ' as you do, to do 
I^Uever else you like Will you have the goodoi 
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:1 the pecuniiiry obligations he and bis family were t{ 
ler tti his Lordship. 

Good heavens !' he mentally exclaimed, * to 
(Jen 1 evoluUuns are we liable in this lite !,..,aur t: 
our feelings, our sentiments, as well as our situation 
But a few hours ago, and how exalted was my opioi 
cf Lord O'Sinister .' now how ignoble do I think hii 
mean, tyrannical, dissimulative, presuming upon n 
name of benefactor, to dictate and govern ! 

That it was entirely out of malice his Lordship h 

kept back his ring from him, he persuaded himself j ■ 

could not, however, bring himself to believe that 

;ant to retain it ; but this belief did not prevent W 

im determining to setid for it the ensuing momin 

[j^ould he not have received it before then. 

The expression of his countenance, and the agitatil 

his manner, on his return to the hotel, did not by a 

cans, tend to dissipate the idea with which his va 

'as at present impressed concerning him ; for as he b 

lamed from the servant who brought the notefrom 1.0 

^'Sinister to Osmond, that his Lordship was a partictj 

■end of his master, he could not possibly imagine ll 

ly thing disagreeable had occurred in the interview fa 

■een them, and of consequence attributed the wildne 

d disorder of Osmond's looks to mental derangemei 

This being the last night he and Felisco had to pi 

igether, they sat up to a late hour. Ere he went 

sd, Mactalla thought it but prudent to lake a pe^ 

is master, so great was the perturbation of spirits uod 

rhich he had retired to repose. Accordingly he Bof) 

entered his chamber, and setting down his light ne 

the entrance, advanced with cautious steps to the bc 

and gently parting the side -curtains, had the satisfactU 

'finding him in a sound sleep. 

' Ha, ha !' he cried to himself, on perceiving t 

^blessed St. Benedict has heard my pmyers. This g 

t will do wonders ; 'twill restore him to his right sH 

i blessings on his heart and handsome face, what 

pity that he should lose them for a woman !' for owtogt 

SQmc h'mts received from Felisco, who had had great) 
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opportunities than lie of observing Miss Rnymond and 
Osmond, he no longer ascribetl the suppoit-cl mulady of 
his master solely to fatigue. Then withdrawing his head| 
he was on the point of closing the curtains, when 0*l 
mond, under the influence of ailieain, which represented 
Lord O'Sinister in die act of giving orders to some ruC* 
fians to seize and force him on board a vessel bound to' 
Jamaica, started up, and catching him by the collar, ex- 
claimed—.' No villain, no, you sliall not overcome me !' 

Alactalla, supposing the fit now strong upon him, ex- 
erted allhisBtrengih to disengage himself from his grasp, 
but in vain i linding which, he roared out for help, ana 
soon succeeded in drawing a number of people to the 
room. The tumult they occasioned quickly brought Os-' 
mond to himself, and, utterly abashed, he shrunk beneath-' 
the bed-clothes ; while Mactalla, half-beside himself with 
terror and grief answered their interrogations as to the 
cause of his outcries, by exclaiming.'...' He is mad !...,he 
is mad !> 

Osmond, though almost provoked beyond forbearance 
by this assertion, aware, as he was, of the irreparable in- 
jury it was calculated to do him, was yet too apprehen> 
nlve that to enter into any argument ou the subject at 
present would only be to con6rm it, not to restrain his 
feelings, and content himself with merely requeuing 
to be lelt again to his repose, which a disagreeable dream^ 
lie added, had alone interrupted. 

This request, after some hesitation, and a minute ex- 
amination of his chamber, to see there was nothing in it 
with which he could injure himself, was at length com- 
plied with : sleep, however visited him no more that 
ni^t. 

The first thing he did, ou rising the next morning, was 
to summon his valet to hia presence. 

AUrmcd by the recollection of what he bad said con- 
cerning him the preceding night, Mactalla appeared bo- 
fore him with downcast eyes and an emtjarraased air..... 
Etc Osmond entered into any remonstrance with him on 
tl)^ mischief such a report as he had set afloat respecting 

^W33 calculated to do, he demanded hia grounds for 

bod on being informed could not avoVd ■iOs.^u'wV.i^ 
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ing to himself, that the wJldncss and abstraction of his 
manner, since his arrival at Naples, was quite sufGctent 
to induce a belief of his lieing a little deranged. For 
this he now accounted, in such a manner as dissipated 
every idea of its heing owing to aught but uneasintss df 
mind, and succeeded in convincing Mactalla, that.... 



The morning having nearly elapsed without any mes- 
sage from Lord O'Sinister, as Osmond fully expected, 
he, at length, wrote the following note to his Lordship, 
and dispatched it by Mactalla:.... 



To tht Right Htnourabte Lord Viscount CSinistcr, 
W ' Mv Lord, 



* ' My extreme anxiety to recover the valued 

gift of friendship which I left in your possession Idst^ 
night, must plead my apology for again intruding upon' 
your Lordship ; should it, hy any accident have been' 
mislaid, I must entreat your Lordship tu have the good- 
ness to direct a search for it. 

* I have the honour to be, 

b' My Lord, 
' Your Lordship's obedient servant, 
■Osmond Muhro.* 



To this laconic billet Mactalla brought back an equaW: 
ly laconic one in reply, penned by the confidant and con- 
Jcderate of his Lordship, Mr. Jenkins. It ran thus;. 



'Mr. Munro, 

' My Lord desires me to say, he is i 

yamuzed at your persisting in the insolent asscnii 

S'u made l;ut night. He bids me further tell yr. 

glKt shauld )ou have the ti.nieiityto repeat it, he W 
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without further hesitation, have I'ecourac to Itgal meS' 
•ures to silence you on it. 

' I am, Sir, 
• Yoilr's, 
'J. JtBKINS.' 



While this note was penning, Moclalla was conversing 
With the servant who had been the bearer of his Lord- 
ship's first one to Osmond^ and wim, by some means or 
other, having contrived lo overhear the conversation that 
took place between them in their recent interview, now 
repeated the same to Mactalla, to his utter rage and a- 
maze ment, insomuch that it was with difficuhy he was 
prevented making his wav to his Lordship, for the pur- 
pose of reproaching him for his ungenerous conduct to- 
wards his master, and enforcing the restoration of the 
ring. 

Osmond was so irritated by the perusal of Mr. Jen« 
kiii*s insolent production, as to snatch up his hat, with 
an intention of directly hastening to Lord O'Sinister's, 
but on the threshold of the door reflection inte^-posetl to 
arrest liis steps ; and the additional mortifications which 
the considerationof a minute sufficed to convince him he 
should draw upon himself by seeking another interview 
with the Peer, induced him to abandon the idea alto- 
gether. 

But never had he found a conquest over himself so 
dilHcult as in the prasent instance, so insulted, so ag- 
grieved did he consider himself. 

As soon as reason had regained her empire over him, 
pride stimulated him to make such exertions as should, 
keep from the knowledge of hia servant, of whose know- 
ing aught of what had recently occurred he had no idea, ' 
the feelings then passing in his mind ; and still furthers 
was he prompted to endeavour to regain an appearance- 
of composure, by the momentary expectation he was 
now in of being summoned to the Duke D'Amalfi. In- 

itcad, however, of this being the case, he received an- 
r note from his Excellency, apologizing for being 
ir the necessity of again putting off scevu^Viia W 1 
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iew dayp, owing 10 his being obliged to wait upon the 
Mng, then at Cassi:ria ; but enireating him, in the in» 
Ictim, if needing any immediale service at his handu 
not to be hnckward aclinowledging the same. 

Osmond returned a polite and grateful answer to this 
billet, in which, after thanking his Excellency for hia 
rondcBcending goodness, he assured hiro, that embolden- 
ed by it, he should have had no hesitation in availing 
himself of it, had he any occasion. 

Osmond spent part of thl§ evening in again remblina 
about the city, and visiting some of the public rootnaj 
which in Naples are reckoned peculiarly agreeable, an-* 
^wcTing the same purposes as the English cofFee-housea* 
with this difference, that they have a double advaotagi 
with regard to society ; ladies of the first fashion, at, 
well as gentlemen, resorting to them, and passing theil 
lime in agreeable conversation. - 

Three days passed without .^ny occurrence worth rei 
lating, during which Osmond was in momentary expco 
tation of again hearing from the Duke. On the mom 
jng ofthelourth the following letter was delivered ( 
him :.... 



^ To Mr. Munra. 

^ 'Sir, 

'Notwithstanding the resentment your con- 
duct has inspired me with, the friendship I feel for_ 
father actuates me to make another effort to save you 
from destruction, by candidly informing you, h storm 
you little dream of, is ready to burst on j-ou, should you 
persist in your resolution of continuing here ; but that 
this will be the case, I cannot believe... .no, ere this, " 
both hope and imagine rcflbction, which I know oftei 
achieves what persuasion cannot, has made you sensibll 
of the error youhave commilled in opposing my wishes^. 
an error, however, which I shall forgive, should I fini 
you repentant. 

' Your destiny is placed, I may say, in your owi 

should it, therefore, prove tmfortuaate, you wil 

one to blame but yourself. 
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* I shall txpect an immediate answer ; for your own 
sake I trust it may be sach a one as shall restore you to 
the friendship ol" 

■ O'SlNISTER." 



Without hesitation, though not without indignation, 
Osmond returned the following answer to his Lordship : 



• My Lord, 

' Were I to grant to threats what I have re- 
fused to solicitation, I should incur, what, since my 
commencement hi life, tt has been my study to avoid»» 
my owTi contempt ! 

' Reflection, so far from coni-incing me I committed 
an error in resisting your Lordship's wishes for my de- 

tarture hence, has tended to conifincc mc that 1 should 
ave been guilty of an unpardonable one, had I acquies- 
ced in them. 

' If, therefore, nothing but acting contrary to my own 
jense of right can avert the storm you speak of, it must 
liurst i for never will I purchase temporary safety by the 
voluntary forfeiture of self-esteem. 1 may be oppress- 
ed, but never can I feel humbled, while I can lay my 
hind upon my heart, and say I merit not oppression. 
' I remain, my Lord, 

' Your Lordship's 

' Obedient servant, 

' Osmond Munro.' 



j Had a doubt lingered on the mind of Osmond of 
I Lord O'Sinister'shaving some secret motive for wish- 
I ing to drive him from Naples, this letter would have re- 
' moved it ; but what this motive could possibly be, he 
I was StiU at as great a toss as ever to conjecture- 
Finding, the more he reflected on his conduct, the 
more agitated he became, he endeavoured, a^ mvniv «e. 
possible, to divert his thoughts fromdwtWin^oiart. 

Q 2 , 



THE DISCARDED SON. 

He had dined, and was trying lo amuse them by resu 
ing, when three ruffianly looking men, followed 
Mactalla, pale with aiFright, ahruptly entered his apart 
ment, nnd striding up to the table, at which he wai 
sitting, the foremost, in no very complacent accent, i 
quired whether his name was not Miinro i 

' For if it be,* he continued, ' we have an order t 
^^J^e you to the dungeons of die palace.'* 
^Hk * The dungeons of the palace !' repeated Osmond, inj 
BpitOTieof surprise, and laying down his book j ' and pra 
^^ on what account r' 

' O, that you'll hear when you get there ! all we hen 
to do is to lodge you there in safetj', which to a certainl 
we shall, if your name be Munro.' 

' It 13,' said Osmond, impressively. 

' No such thing-...no such thing,' cried Mactalla, 
coming forward j ' by the Powers if you lay a finger on ■ 
him,' glancing at the ruflians with a countenance as crim- 
soned with passion as but a minute before it had been 
lilanched by terror, ' you'll repent it the longest day you 
have to live ; for this is not Mr. Munro, this is Count 

' Count Placentia !' repeated one of the fellows, sncer- 
ingly. ■ Why, didn't he tell us himself this instant that 
his name was Munro !' 

■ Don't believe a word of it,' cried Mactalla j ' this is 
a common trick with him, when he wants to have a litde 
fim.' 

' A little fun !..,.By the lord then he'll find he'll have 
no fun for saying so now,' rejoined the riithan, ' since his 
having done so will lo a cerjainty lay him in one of the 

I cold damp dungeons of the palace, except some one bet- 
ter known than J our worship can testily his being Count 
jnaceiuiii.' 
[-'* My name, I repeat,' said Osmond, impressively, *is 
■lunro.* 
V' No luch thing.... no such thing.' again ^■ocifenKed'^ 1 
■tactalla, almost out of breath with fear and flgitatioll^*l 

• Tt» incicot ptiicc of ihf lOTercigni. n«r the Ctpuia (lie, fi m 

occapied by tuurii ofliw, »nd iti ceMirtatelrintforiDtdia 
/or miltticion, »nd pritoDcrg of aU AeitTi^tioM. 
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and endeavouring, as he spoke, to catch the eyes c^ his 
master, in order to give him what he intended should be 
a significant wink. 

' Why, what atuffia this !' with aferocioua aspect, and 
in a surly tone, exclaimed another of the ruffians : ' do 
you think we shall believe you before the gentleman him- 
self !.... no, no, the Signor has acknowledged himself to 
be the man we want, so to prison he must go.' 

So saying, he and one of his companions laid hold of 
Osmond, as if intending to drag him along. 

' My friends,' cried Osmond, with calmness, and dis- 
ttging himself (rom their grasp, ' there is no occasion 
violence. It is my intention to accompany you 

' Accompany them quietly!' repeated Mactalla, 
^Iiast,- ' accompany such a set of cut-throiff looking 
dogs, without knowing why or i^herefore ! no, no, you 
mUEtnot think of such athing ; let tnc call up the people 
of the touse, and I'll answer for it we'll soon put them to 
flight.* 

' No,' said Osmond, ' I insist upon your not attempt- 
ing athing of the kind,' f convinced, in his own mind, of 
this being the storm with which Lord O'Sinister had 
threatened him, and unwilling on many accounts to give 
the least publicity to the affair.) ' I insist on your not , 
mentioning what baa happened. Remain here quietly ^ 
this evening, and to-morrow let me see you.' 

* Come, come, Signor,' cried one of the ruffians impa- 
tiently, * we can tarry no longer;' and again he stretched' 
out his arm, as if intending to seize Osmond's. 

' I am ready to attend you,' replied Osmond, eluding 
his grasp. 

They descended the stairs in silence, and without en- 
cotintcring any one. One of the men led the way, and 
Osmond walked between the other two, followed by 
Mactalla, who could not be prevented attending his 
steps, to see where they would take him ; lamenting all 
the way their ever having quitted the Castle of Aceren- 
die good Marchess Moraii, the kind Count Placen- 
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' O if they knew what was passing here,' crieiJ he, ' 
be sure tliey wouldn't order out the travelling equipagi 
immediately ; but no matter... .no matter, by blessed Si) 
Benedict, if things dos't soon take a turn, they shai 
shortly hear from nae.' 

' On arriving at the prison, Osmond was delivere 
over to the keeper. Mactalla was following him into it; 
when the fellow, in a fierce voice, demanding what h 
wanted, occasioned him to pauae. 

' Nothing in the world,' said Mactalla, in a gent] 
voice, trusting complaisance might have a mollifying d 
feet ; ' but only, like a dutiful servant, to be allowed tl 
attend upon my good master here.' 

' Your master must do without attendance now,%Briei 
the keeper, in a still more surly tone : and rudely puJiio] 
him into |he street, he sbpped the ponderous door il 
his face. 

Osmond was immediately after conducted to a dua< 
gcon, which, judging from the number of steps he dfr 
acended to it, he concluded to be sunk far below the su 
face of the earth. As soon as he had entered it, tl 
man who conducted him made a movement towards tJ 
door with the lamp, as if intending to leave him to i 
the horrors of darkness. 

' May I not have a light?' asked Osmond, in an ag 
tated voice. 

' Why as you are not a malefactor, you may be indulge 
cd with one,' grumbled out the man, ' and with a ' 
truss of straw, provided you can pay for it.' 

Osmond drew out his purse ; the man set down thi 
lamp, and withdrew. In a few minutes he returned 
ivith the straw, which he spread upon a long Lroad bcochj 
in a comer of the dungeon. While thus employed, 0» 
mond, although he had scarce a duubt upon his mind oj 
having been arrested at the suit of Lord O'Sinister, fo 
the debt of three hundred pounds which he had contract 
ed to his Lordship in England, was induced, by a hop 
of being able to learn something of the further intention 
of his Lordship, to enquire whether he knew the 
Mi his imprisDoment i 
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' Why yes,* returned the man, ' 'tis owing to a eoun- 
tr^an of your own, a noblemao I think they style him.' 

' Can you inform me whether he has given any par- 
licuUr instructions respecting me !' asked Osmond. 

' I can give you no information on the aulyecl,* re- 
plied the man, surlily, ' because 'tis not my business to 
tattle. His lawyer, 1 dare say, will be with you to-mor- 
WW, and then perhaps he'll gratify your curiosity.* 

He then, having reccired the money he demanded for 
what he termed his civility, withdrew for the night, care- 
ifully barricading the door after him. 
' On being Irft to himself, Osmond took up the lamp, 
loexamine the dreary chamber, of which he had so un- 
expectedly become the inmate. He found it damp and 
miserable in the extreme ; nor could he, though he cle- 
vsted the lamp high above his head, discover either 
grating or aperture, through which the light of day could 
^n admission to it. 

' In vain,' sighed he, despondently, as he replaced the 
lamp on the rugged floor, ' in vain does the sun arise for 
the inhabitants of these wretched cells ; in vain for them 
the bieath of heaven diffuse health and sweetness round ; 
no cheering beam, no renovating gale find entrance here [ 
and to aggravate the horror of the circumstance, 'tia 
man, cruel and unfeeling man, that excludes tht precious 
blessings.. ..he who for his kindred being, at least, shoidd 
feel some touch of pity.' 

That Lord O'Sinister would have acted as in the pre- 
sent insiance.wotdd have had the inhumanity, the ilhber- 
■lity to arrest him lor a debt, which it might fairly be 
■aid he had forced upon him, Osmond's conduct, in 
talcing no precaution for his safety, notwithstanding the 
threatening letter of his Lordship, fully proved his hav- 
ing no apprehension. 

That he had given instructions to have his confine- 
ment rendered as grievous as possible to him, under the 
idea, that in proportion to its horrors would be his eager- 
ness to accede to any terms tiiat should release him from 
Lt, Osmond entertained no doubt. 

he will find himself mistaken,' cried he, with an 
[ASuIe, anda chesk glowing at the ^Wvi^X%tA%Ck 
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^^puiticipatfd tritimpl), as with agitated steps he paced 

^H^jell ; * naistaken, in imagining coercive measures wd 

^Bj^ver brad me to his purpose ; that for personal freed 

^Fl would ever submit to mental bondage.... submit 

slave rather than a prisoner !....no, equal to his 

shall he find my courage ; his shafts may pierce, hi 

shall not subdue my spirit.' 

But transient was the satisfaction, the pleasure wl 
Osmond derived from the thoughts of disappointing 
malice, of resisting the tyranny of his persecutor; shi 
he find him inexorable, determined to refuse him hF 
berty, except he acquiesced in his wishes, what thei 
suddenly reflected, would become of him ! 

* But no, no, 'tis impossible I should And him noj 
cried, and starting, recovering a little from the shudde 
and sickening emotion this agonizing idea had fj 
fcirth to ; ' impossible, except he is utterly devoid of 
ceritj'i for he cannot regard the father and aacrifici 
son ; when he 6nds that I am not to be prevailed O 
do what he requires, he will doubtless set me free. 

' But, good Heavens! what may' not occur in the : 
vim,' thought Osmond, striking his forehead, almost 
traded at the idea, ' while he is endeavouring to acc 
plish his views : the Duke D'Amalfi may send for 
Mrs. Raymond may contrive to give me some intimi 
of her abodr, and with both perhaps I may be ruined 
ever, by not being alile to wait upon them immetl 

'y- 

' Suppose I write to the tyrant,' cried he, after ma 
a few minutes, ' a calm and expostulatory letter, n 
senting tlie uselessncss of detaining me here, as my i 
lution is not to be shaken, and calling upon him, b] 
regard he entertains for my father, to restore me to 
liberty which can alone enable me to discharge my ] 
niary obligations to him ; but no,' he suddenly and 
aionately exclaimed, ' no. ...perish the idea of 
plicatinghim whom I despise, of asking afaveur 
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him, who can no longer inspire me with gratitutle. 
tiently aoti quietly I will, I am determined, 
decision. 

;ietitly and quietly he could not think of the 
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sequences this decision must lead to, should it be unra- 

Vibrating between hope and apprehensior', now flatter- 
ing himself Lord O'Sinister would speedily open his pri- 
!on gates, now despairingof their ever being unbarred, 
Eiccpt he complied with the wishes of his Lordship, 
which he solemnly vowed never to do ; now dwelling with 
Jut agonizing fondness on the idea of his native home, 
ibe beloved connexions he feared he was for ever sepa- 
Sled from, which the heart of feeling never tails of ex- 
jKriencing for the home and the friends it despairs of 
tgain beholding ; now on that of the fair Cordelia, who, 
like a bright vision, had suddenly burst upon his sight, 
Bkd as suddenly disappeared. ...he passed the greatest part 
!if the night in pacing his dungeon, till quite exhausted 
jy the agitation of his mind, he threw himself upon his 
araw, but had not rested many minutes on it, when 
sounds of distress, perhaps imaginary ones, for at the 
fBotuent he wus inn state of mind perfectly calculated to 

Sive birth to such, caused him to start up, and again pace 
le cell with impatient steps. He heard, or fancied he 
Heard, which had quite the same effect upon him, the 
dankiiig of chains, the groan of captivity, the long-dra»m 
ud piercing shriek of despair. 
' Oh God !' he cried, with uplifted hands, while the 

Sgs of shuddering humanity, of agonized sensibility, 
ewedhis forehead with a cold perspiration,' if destin- 
ed lo remain in this situation, shut up my senses, that I 
nay not hear the cry of distress I cannot alleviate, that 
n I may be spared the misery of linowing there are 
Others as wretched as myself.' 

He again courted sleep, and at leng^ it weighed down 
bis eyelids i but frightful and uiiconirccted dreams pre- 
KoUd its affording him refreshment. On awaking, he 
ms surprised, by finding Mactalla beside him werping, 
It Iteholdiug htm in so deplorable a situation. 

The poor fellow, whom Inquietude and concern about 
his master had prevented closing his eyes all night, and 
1 the firet glimpse of day had found at the prison- 
'ud fought a hard battle to get admittance lo hini, 
Ecoaxed, as he called,..Jjut to usehU o■«■^'«c«4*^ 
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knit^tas well have whistled ; then he scoldecL..,but 
on^ got him some hard knocks from the guards 
last he hit the right nail on the head, as he chose 
press it ; lor enquiring for tlie keeper, he took him 
and putting into his hand a putse, not badly filled, i 
diately obtained from hini the indulgence he requi 

Osmond, as he arose from his hard couch, tht 
him lor the anxiety he manifested about him. 

* Thank me !....thank me !' cried Mactalla, ; 
to suppress the tears that again started to his eyes, 
only doing my duty ; but did you sleep V he conti 
ID an anxious tone, and looking alternately at the ! 
and the heavy eyes of his master ; ' no, not a w] 
dare say ; how should you indeed in such a placi 
the barbarians ! to thrust any Christian into such a 
so damp, and so black, and so fthhy. Ah, this is a 
way they treat prisoners in poor ould Ireland ; then 
let them walk about, as a body may say, at their lib 
but-...but don't you think one can get some redrei 
this had usage V 

' I don't know ; I believe so,' replied Osmond, &i 
ly conscious of what he was saying, so disturbed,! 
wildered was he by liis situation. 

' To be sure they can,' said Mactalla, receiving 
himself the answer he wished for. ' I mean to ct 
rectly upon the Duke D'Amalfi, who I know very 
having often seen him at Acerenza, and been i — 
there by him. ...and a condescending agreeable 
man he is, as any in this kingdom or the next to it, 
explain the whole ajfair in a handsome gentleina 
manner to him ; upon which I have no doubt he 
standy say to me«..Mr. Mactalla, be so good 
take this purse, 4mh my kind compliments lo 
master, and teli him to pay his debt to that big rogu 
count^man of his.' 

' How,' cried Osmond, starting, and in an acce 
pressive of aMonishment, ' do you then know the 
of my confinement ?' 

' Do I I.... do you diink I could have rested w; 
learning itf.... no, no; something struck me that i{ 
owing til th»t blackguard of a Lord in die Largq 



lUB DISCARDEO 80V. 19J 



tUe a Lord !.,..by the Powers I*ci be ashamed te 
m called a Lord, after hearing of such conduct in one ; 
to to put myself out of all doubt on the matter, away I 
josted from the prison last night to his house, and sure 
inough found 1 was not mistaken.' 

' And pray,' demanded Osmond, in a collected tone, 
ind with a keenly scrutinizing glance, ' what cause had 
rou for luspectbg Lord O'Sinister of enmity towards 
me I* 

MactaUa looked a little confused at this question, 
rhidi Osmond perceiving, he pressed it still more home 
jpon him ; and at length, received an explicit answer. 

* Well,* rejoined Osmond, I must insist on your not 
commenting to any one on his Lordship's conduct to- 
vards me.* 

* To be sure,' returned Mactalla j ' as long as you have 
your hand in the lion's mouth, one must be quiet and 
easy ; but as soon as it is drawn out, why then I hope 
one may have the pleasure of speaking their mind freely. 
But this is losing time ; I'll fly to the Duke D'Amalfi di- 
rectly, boiTOw the money we want, pay off this disgrace 
to our country, get a receipt in full of all demands, and 
theaby the Powers you must give him a good big thmsh- 
iag, and I'll stand by to see that no one mterrupis you.' 

' Hold !' exclaimed Osmond, catching him by the arm, 
as he was hastening from the dungeon ; * at your peril I 
diarge you not to go to the Duke D*Amidfi ; 1 would 
nther perish in this dungeon than be guilty of the indeli' 
cacy of soliciting luch afavour from him as you allude to.* 

* Then pray,' said Mactalla, with evidently forced 
calmness, and looking earnestly in his face, ' how do you 
propoBc settling this affair '.' 

This was a question which Osmond was not prepared 
to ariiawer....a question which he had not yet ventured to 
put to himself, and which now gave rise to emotions that 
caused him to turn with quickness from Mactalla, and 
again pace the cell with agitated steps. 

' I say. Signer,' resumed Mactalla, following him,' if 
you disdain owing an obligation to his Excellency, how, 
' t name of Heaven, do you expect to get out of thiv 
-,U, R 



ft 



THE DtSCAttDED SOK. 

ighiful place, or be revenged upon thst old blackgua 
It put jou into it?' 
No ni3ttt!r....no matter,' cried Osmond, impatient 

id still endeavouring to avoid his eyes, by again luniii 
iro him i ' this is liis hour,' added he, scarcely conscioi 
what he was saying, ' mine is yet to come.' 
That's as much as to say,' cried Mactalla, ' that c 
ly inew, and dogs will have their day : by St. Bened 
t you couldn't have said any thing more to the purpoi 
It, Signer, let me implore you.. ......' 

of the keeper, to announce La 
'Sinister's lawyer, interrupted him, and this gendein 
ireseing a wish to tte left alone with Osmond, he w 
:dered to retire, which he accordingly did, but witl 
t!tTy bad gr^<^Ci ^^d not without a suspicious glance a 
roftsslonal man. 

Well, young man,* began the lawyer, as soon a 
lund himself alone with Osmond, ' I am 
the command of Lord O'Sinisler, to inform you, l| 
itwithstanding the ingratitude, insolence, and basen 
if your conduct towards him, he is willing, out of CQ 
lassion to you, and regard to jour father, to forgive 



rjMst, and restore you to freedom, provided j 
I to quit Naples immediately, and accept the advai 
■jseous situation he has procured you in Jamaica.' 
T ' Never,' cried Osmond, resolutely, and indignan 
\S never ; the liberty of which his Lordship has depril 
lot half so estimable in my eyes, as that of wb 
liiie Geeks to rob me....theltbeity of acting agreeably to 
L^ictates of nr.y reason.' 

' Your reason !' repeated the lawyer, with a supei 
|ous smile ; ' take my advice, and let prudence dictate 
wpu in the present instance.' I 

F ' You already know my detemii nation. Sir,' said 1 
VDioiid, haughtily ; ' it were superfiuous, therefore, to 
[leat it.' 

' Then pray may I enquire how you hope to be li 
fated .' for Lord O'Sinister desired me to tell you b 
wsitively determined on keeping 3 ou in ptiaon 
unply with his wishes, tUl you have " 
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rfxind to him for ihree hundred pounds, bearing 
interest.' 

* Fairly and candidly, replied Osmond, ' then, I in- 
form you, that I behold no prospect whatever of being 
able to liquidate my debt to bis Lordship hut by instaU 
ments, nor any chance of this prospect being realized, 
but by my immediate restoration to liberty. I have beca 
recommended to the patronage of one of the most dis- 
tinguished characters here, as his Lordship knows ; but 
can ilerii'e no advantage from this circumstance, if he 
keeps me in confinement.' 

* Well, I shall faithfully report what you have said to 
his Lordship, but apprise you in time, that I have not 
the least idea of his liberating you, on any other condi- 
tvoo than your consenting to quit Naples immediately.' 

* You will oblige me, Sir,' said Osmond, as if he had 
not heard this latter observation, by letting me know his 
decision as soon as possible,' 

The other, after a few more cfFurts to obt.iin from him 
the acquiescence his client so much required, promised 
be would, and took his leave. 

The keeper, shortly after, entered with chocolate, for 
Osmond's breakfast. Osmond, surprised at his not be- 
ing accompanied by Mactalla, enquired for him, and 
learnt that he had fled from the prison, as if bitten by a 
tarantula, just before the lawyer's departure. 

' In the course of my life,' said the keeper, ' I never 
aaw a man perform greater antics. In spite of all I could 
do to prevent him, he would every now and then puthia 
ear to the keyhole, to listen to your conversation with the 
lawyer ; then he'd skip about, clap his hands, return to 
the door, and play a thousand other pranks, till at last.... 
*I have it,' cried he, striking his forehead, and ofFhe flew.' 

Osmond was prevented reflecting on the strange con- 
duct of his valet, by the number of lawyers that succes* 
Hirely visited him, to offer their services, in endeavour- 
mg to arrange the affair that caused his imprisonment.... 
getvices which he peremptorily rejected, from a tho- 
rough conviction of their proving of no avail ; and, at 
" ih, teased and wearied by their intrusion, gave ordert 
lOther should not be admitted to hlin. 
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'Scarcely had he issued these orders, vIiCD, totj 
_ at surprise, the Duke D'ADgoumoise, a French cmI' 
grant noblemao, with whom lie had formed an acquain 
;incc al oneof the public rooms, was introduced. 

ilered with a countenance overshadowed wid 
loom (and in the most lively terms, expressed the r 

It he fell at seeing Osmond in such a deplorable s* 
litioti....a regret, he protested, heightened almost bejd 
tnduiance by his Inability to rescue him from it. 

Oaniond, penctraied and aAected by such kindness Ij 
a stranger, could scarcely give utterance to th« feehaJ 
it excited^.. feelings which rendered him quite forgetfi 
at the moment, of his having given himself some linl 
claim to the attention and regard of his Grace, by hai 
ing obliged him a few evenings back, with rather a c 
siderablc sum of money, in consequence of his dr<^pm 
a hint, inadvertently ti appeared, of his being extremctf 
embarrassed and distressed, owing to his not receiviq 
4 remittance he had for some time been expecting fta 
I France. 

As soon as his emotion had subsided, he begged 
know by what means his Grace had discovered his bei^' 
in confinement.' 

The Duke looked a little confused at this questti, 
but quickly recovering himself, said he had seen him ^ 
lering the prison i ' into which,* added he, ' 
have had no hesitation in instantly following yoi 
purpose of enquiring whether I could have been of ■ 
service to you, but tor the lateness of the hour. Frttx , 
ship has now brought me hither ; if, therefore, I can h 
of any use to you, point out the way, I implore you, i 
my zeal in your cause shall prove the alacrity and n' 
BUre with which 1 undertake it.' 
, Osmond thanked him most sincerely for his readiiM 
,fo serve him ; hut in the present instance, said he n 
ieared it would not be in his power. He then, api 
hen^tve if silent concerning the cause of his imprisi 
ment. his Grace, whose esteem he was anxious to n 
from the high opinion he had conceived of him, i 
Impute il to some dishonourable transaction, revel 
the occasionof itjbut withan injunction to secrecy; 
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igh he could DO longer consider Lord O'Sinbter m 
'Kh fiieud, he could not forget lh.it he had been, as he 
imagined, the friend of his family, and on that account 
was unwilling to expose him to censure. 

' Ungenerous and ilhheral indeed,' exclaimed the 
Duke, on Osmond's concluding his unvarnished talc, a» 
if fired with indignation at the injurious treatment he 
I had experienced....' By Heavens, tliis tynuit Lord de- 
serves to be caUed to a severe account for his conduct ta 
you.' 

' And doubtless he wilt,' rejoined Osmond ; ' the 
lieart, my dear Duke, seldom lets a cruel or ignoble ac- 
tion pass with impunity.' 

* Perhaps not,' returned his Grace ; ' but I mual con- 
fess the punishment it may inflict would be quite too 
sloir and secret to satisfy my vengeance, ivere 1 injured [ 
bat should his Lordship shew a still stronger disposition 
than he has already done, to remain inexorable, shall I 
W«l on him in your behalf i' 

■ I scarcely think,* said Osmund, with a heavy sigh, 
* I shall be able to prevail on myself to make an over- 
ture to him ; but should 1, i shall moit undoubtedly be 
bappy to avail myself of your Grace's kind offer.' 

He ihen invited his Grace tg partake ol his breakfast, 
which had hitherto remained untoucbed ; aixi Vhile 
t«lting it, mentioned the number of lalryeis liiXi had 
called upon him^ 

The Duke laughed at the reciul ' Excuse my 

mirth,' said he, ' but the astonishment you expc^s^d at 
the number of lawyers that offered their services to you 
occasioned it, by bringing to my mind an anecdote of 
Pope Innocent the Eleventh, and the Marquis Carpio. 
The htlcr being desired by the former to furnish him 
witli thirty thousand herd of swine, informed him that 
he could not possibly spare his swine ; but if his Holiness 
required thirty thousand lawyers, such a number was 
very much at his service. Howevtr, coatioued his 
Grace,' notwithstanding theirnumbers, they all contrive 
to get a living, the dispusitiou of the Neapolitans being 
Jiltor ally fiery and litigious, iaso much tliat there are very 
^MHfttcrsoDS of distinction who have aoi a c&vji^^ A^^ii>X- 
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^^Hng : for when 3 NeapoHinn cavalier has nothing cbc ti 
^Hud, he very gravely shuts himself up in his closet, atn 
^^MQint>lrs over his papers, to see whether ho cannot nai 
^^11 lawsuit, and consequently plague any of hia neigh 
hours.' 

* How greatly does this propensity to litigation pro* 
them altered since the time of Statiua,* observed Oi 
tnond, ' at least if they then merited his eulogium a 
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Tbii only, to be life ji 



I 



THE keeper entered abruptly, and to the a 
lonishment of Osmond, informed him he was free. ~ 
mond demanded of him to whom he was indebted iofl 
his discharge ! 

1 time to waste in telling you particular!, 

replied he, m a surly accent ; * to know you have got S 

Ight satisfy you, 1 think.' 

Osmond asked no further tiuestions, nor delayed i 
itiiniing to the hotel, accompanied by his friend, l' 
fhike D'Angoumoise ; but by no means as happy a 

xpccted restoration to liberty, as might have beel 
elpected. The idea of its being owing to the iHtei' 
if Mactalla with die Duke D'Amalfi, cniir* 
damped the pleasure it was calculated to aft'ord hio 
In this idea he was confirmed the moment he cast fa 
es upon bis valet, whom he found ii 
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' So, Sir,' said he, ' 1 perceive you have thought pr«r 
per to tlisregard my orders.* 

* Well, I confess 1 have, Signor,' returned Mactalla i 
*■ but I am sure when you give youraclf lime to reflect, 
you must acknowledge it would have been surprising if 
I had not... .surprising, if I had let you remain iu a damp 
dungeon, when I knew I could get you out of it ; and, 
moreover, that the Marchesa Morati and Count Pia- 
centia, who gave you, in a manner, as one may say, into 
my care, would never forgive me, if I had acted other- 
wise.' 

' A pretty light,' cried Osmond, who, notwidistand* 
iog his vexation, was scarcely able to suppress a smite 
n this latter assertion, ' you must have made me appear 
^^p his Excellency.' 

* IS handsome a light as you could desire, Sigiior..<. 

his Excellency intimately, as I believe I have al- 

mentioned, so 1 went to him. 1 told him plump 

had come out of my own head, (which, to be sure, 

'|»o lie,) to borrow three hundred pounds for you ; as 

[h my forgetting your portmanteau at Venosa, in 

vas the principal part of your cash, you were put 

great inconvenience for that sum, your pride be- 

greai to allow you to borrow of any one, which I 

g, I had made bold to wait upon his Excellency, 

[ of him, taking it for granted he would be happy 

an opportunity of conferring a favour on a per- 

whom his friends and relations at Acerenza were 

such great obligations ; Count Placentia being 

Ctttainly indebted to you for the preservation of his life 
and the right use of his senses....' Aye, aye, so he is," 
cried the good Duke ; * and there is nothing, on that ac- 
count, which I would not do to serve the Chevalier, your 
master ; so take this purse U him,' presenting me one, 
in the most h.mdsome and gendemanly manner possible, 
' and give him my compliments, and I will have the plea- 
sure of calling on him in the course of the day.'. 

' That 1 will, ;m please your Excellency,' said I ; and 
1 flew to seek a lawyer, to settle the rest of the bu- 
. By the Powers, no one can be at a loss to find 
Te....the instant it was known I wanted oue,\!avj 
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^^ft came flocking about me like a swarm of bees; and 
^^m it to me,' cries one of them, meaning the purse, wbi< 
^^V kept in my hand, and ' give it to me,' cries anoth< 
^^t ^ Softly, softly, gentlemen,' says, I, ' I'll give my mi 
^^F to neither one nor other of you ; but if any one of yo» 
^^1 will follow me into the prison, to settle a little busines: 
^B' I have to transact there, I will give him....\vhat 1 thinli 
^t proper.' 

Though this statement did not, by any means, tei 
reconcile Osmond to the conduct of Mactalla, sttU 
could not bring himself to express any further disapj 

(batioD of it, owing, as he clearly saw it was, to the sii 
nty of his regard lor him. He determined, however, to 
acquit himself, without delay, of meanness and deception 
'in the eyes of the Duke D'Amalfi, by coming to a candid 
and immediate explanation with his Excellency, on 
subject. 
' ' Well,' said the French Duke, ' 'tis unnecessary, 1 ] 
flume, my dear friend, to say that I most sincerely rejc 
at your restoration to liberty... .rejoice at your havinj 
'Bpecdy an opportunity of chastising the person who ' 
brived you cf it... .You doubtless,' he added, as if 
looked upon his doing so as a thing of course, ' meal 
demand satisfaction of Lord O'Sinister for his cood 
to you ?' , 

I Osmond looked with astonishment for a few taim 
at his Grace, without speaking. 
' ' Certainly not the kind of satisfaction which yj 
Grace, I fancy, means,' he then replied : ' even thoi^ 
bad received from his Lordship what 1 was conscit 
(lis ^rorld would consider sufficient provocation to jui 
1^ my requiring such from him, still would my prin 
pics, ihe profession I have embraced j the disparity of i 
ages, and many other powerful considerations, wii* " 
me from such a measure. As I have already saidj 
leave it to Lord O'Sinister's own reflections, to revea 
the injurious treatment I have experienced from hlok' 
• And is it possible,' demanded Ins Grace, lieading I 
dark and penetrating eyes upon Osmond, ' that you 
think of sitting down patiently under the Wl 
^ivc met with from him " ' 
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md bowed. 
" The Duke ahrugged his shoulders and smiled sarcai* 
tically....' Well, my young friend,' tried he, shaking his 
bead, ' 1 may envy your forbearance, bul, I candidly 
coatess, I do not admire it. l"he coolness of philosophy 
is unnatural in the season of youth ; but you, doubtless, 
are the best judge of your own actions. I shall now,' he 
added, smiling still more superciliously, ' take ray leave, 
as you may perhaps have some preparations to make for 
the illusUT'OUs visitor you are expecting.' 

So saying, he withdrew with a sliding bow from the 
nrnm. 

Never had Osmond felt himself so hurt....so irritated. 
It at the moment, insomuch ihai had his Cirace remained 
mother minute, he probably would have convinced him 
he did not possess that kind of coolness which he had so 
snccringly attributed to him. In a short time, however, 
he recollected himself sufficiently to rejoice that the 
French Duke, by his precipitate departure, had prevent- 
ed any thing of an uiipleasing nature occurring between 
them...' As no doubt,' said he to himself, * reflection will 
convince him that, without acting contrary to the charac- 
ter which, from the line of life 1 have embraced, it be> 
boves me to support, 1 could not act otherwise than 1 in- 
tend with regard to Lord O'Sinister.* 

A long and early visit from the Duke D'Amalfi gave 
a turn to his thoughts.. ..Though advanced in life, his Ex- 
cellency stilt retained a countenance full of spirit and vi- 
vacity ; his conversation, too, was highly animated ; hia 
manners and address insinuating in the extreme : altoge- 
ther he was one of those kind ot characters that instandy 
attract attention, and almost as immediately conciliate 
respect and esteem. The prepossession which Osmond 
had conceived in his favour, from the description he had 
received of him from his friends at Acercnza, was con- 
finned the moment he beheld him ; but had the reversB 
been the case, he would have been deficient indeed in 
KRsibitity, as nothing could be more gracious ....more 
condescending than his Excellency's conduct to him. 
He spoke of the services he had rendered the Acerenza 
family as if done to himself, and protested noihio^coxiA 
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iSbrd him greater happiness than to evince his gratefl 
e of these, by taking him by the hand on every o 

Persuaded, from some inadvertent expressions 
Uactalla'a that Osmond wa^ unpleasantly situated W 
JBgard to money matters, his Excellency resolved noi,-- 
idelay putting into his hands ihe whole of the sum he tHJ 
received for his use Jrom Count Placemia, and for 
cJtpreaa purpose of doing which was his present visit 
His Lordsliip's injunction to silence on the subject 
ing too strict to allow him to think of violaiing it, 
gave Osmond to understand that the sum with whici 
thus surprised him, was the produce of a kind of s 
cure situation, which he had had vacant for some I 
in his gift, but considered as his, from the momtti' 
[ )iad been recommended to his patronLige by Count P 
Bcntia, and the nature of which, he added, he would i 
n to him in the course of afew days, when he sho 
. It leisure to see and entertain liim at his palace^ ' 
Osmond was not without a strong suspicion thata 
e was not exactly as his Excellency had represenu 
: was withheld, by a fear of giving offence, from 
[ vulging it ; that he entertained such a one, however, 
tcounte nance plainly intimated to his Kxcellencv.....AJ 
r he had expressed the high sense he entenaiaed of 1 
>.goodness and condescension, he entered into an expla 
J tion relative to Mactalla, which afforded no little amvil 
t went to the Duke, and hy being placed to the right i 
' count, rendered him still more pleased with his pralem 
Osmond, after discharging the pecuniary obligai 
which his attendant had been the means of laying )) 
under to his Excellenc)', found himself still masta 
nine hundred pounds, the principal part of which n 
< he resolved on remitting the next day to his father, 1 
I want of cash might not be any hindrance to his irah 
I diately coming over, with his family, to Italy, vtH 
Osmond now considered himself settled for life. 

He was about proceeding the next morning to a b 

er'a, for the purpose of procuring an order on Eng 

for his father, when the French Duke abruptly entt 

I his apartment.../ My dear friend,* cried he, with- 
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usual insinuating smile, ns soon as Mactalla, who was 
nttcndtng on hia master, had withdrawn, ' 1 tear greatly 
thxt the business which has brought me hither will make 
you douht the sincerity of my regiird....nay, f am con- 
vinced it will, if you are one of ihusc who think a man 
ahould prtftrr the safety to the reputation of his friend.' 

Osmond started ' ITie reputation !' he repealed with 

emotion....' I really cannot comprehend your Grace's 
meaning.... be so obliging as to explain it.' 

The Duke bowed. 

S' The indignation which I experience whenever I hear 
of a base or ungenerous deed,' cried he, *■ the abhorrence 
in which I hold any thing like oppression or cruelly, 
I, mode me anxious for you to call Lord O'Sinister to ac- 
„ count for his conduct to you. Yourdeclining to dothis 
rendered me dissatisfied, as doubtless you perceived. 
Thai your motives for your forbearance towards him 
were truly praiseworihy, reflection tended to convince 
me ; still, however, I could nut be reconciled to it, not 
only because I felt your injuries as if ihey were my own, 
but because I was inclined to think the world would not 

Sjprovc of it : but notwithstanding ihia dissatisfaction, I 
Btermincd never again lo obtrude the subject on you.... 
a determination in which I should have persevered, but 
for the occurrence of last night. Chance threw me into 
a party of which his Lordship was one. Neither the 
ipeciousness of his manners, nor the high estimation in 
which he appeared lobe held by the rest of the company, 
had any influence over the unfavourable sentiments with 
which his behaviour to you had inspired me for him. I 
viewed him with a chilling aspect, and studiously avoid- 
ed entering into conversation with him. In the course 
of the evening, the Duke D'Amalfi happened to becomo 
the subject of discourse.. ..Like other great men, he has 
enemies as well as friends. Prejudiced in his favour by 
his condiKl towards you, I ranked myself on the si'le of 
the latter, and warmly opposed some bitter sarcasms 
thrown out against him, advancing, as a proof of hia me- 
riting the reputation he possesses for liberality of senli- 
■ generosity of feeling, his behaviour to you. 
~^' upon this, immediately took nat \x^. 
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^^B He (3i<l not deny, he said, its being a proof of his b 

^^B generous ; but he assurifdly should its being a proof a 

^^K niB possessing eitlier prudence or discernment, since, il 

^^P wise, he certainly would not have bestowed a favour til 

^" assured it was merited ; nor, if discerning, have fail 

of seeing that, in the present instance, this was not 

case. My retort to this observation was acrimot ' 

in the extreme....! avowed myself your friend, sa 

sisied on his Lordship's silence respecting you, exc 

he spoke of you in the terms you deserved. He m 

ciously protested he should do so in no other ; and in 

Ider to acquit himself, he said, of the cruelty and in] 
tice of which I accused him, proceeded to assign at 
reasons for his conduct to you, as certainly, to those « 
believed him. must have justitied it. I, however, v 
Dot of the number j I spoke of the manner in which y 
bad passed over the wrongs received at his hands, i 
proof of the nobleness of your mind. He laughed sw 
ngly at the assertion, and openly declared it was i 
from principle, but But 1 will not my dear fria 
shock you by repeating the degrading expression he ml 
use of i suffice it to mention, he said that it was the « 
of spirit, which you manifested on every occasion, 
bad given him such a prejudice against you. ...a vrOB 
which you had given the most unequivocal demou 
tion, by resisting all his solicitations to you, though bi 
ed by those of your friends, to enter the army, in wbj 
he could have provided most amply for yoii...>N8y, h 
me out,* continued the Duke, observing the quiver 
lips of Osmond open....* Me bade me tell you, that so: 
m>m thinking more highly of you, for your forbears 
towards him, he despised you for it ; and should c 
continue to do so, by ascribing it to the most degradi 
[motives. In short, my dear friend, except you notice 
I Ae usual way his conduct to you, it will be utterly impi 
■ able for you to remain in Naples, as nothing else c 
I prove the vile. -ippellation,witli which he has branded y( 
P'lufounded.* 

' Enough, enough,' cried Osmond, in an agitation 
rhicii no language could do justice....^ Were I to lU 
bite aliout doing what is necessary to remove (rofU I 
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t the stigma which he has ctist upon it, I should I 

e CO lie under it the remainder of my life. Th« 1 

cart canDoi be read ; I cimnot wonder, therefore, tliat 
)rbcarance beyond a certain point should be misinter- 
reted. Lord O'Sinialcr, by putting it out of my power 

> recover roy reputation in any other manner, forces mc 

> raise my hand against hun....let the issue of the affmr, 
lerefore, be what it may, I trust I shall be acquitted in 
te sight of Heaven and the world.* 

' Doubt it not,' cried the Duke hastily : submiaaion to 
Tongs ia not required even by religion, much leas by 
xdety. The man who does not feel what is due to his \ 

tiaracter, and act accordingly, must be an ohjeci of gc- 
eral disesteem and contempt. It stands therefore to j 

eason, that resentment, which can alone actuate him to it 

o ihis, is an useful principle in human natuie, implant- [ 

d for the wisest purposes, to guard private rights, and 
estrain the malevolence of the violent ; nnd that, ilicre- j 

ore......"' 

' My dear Duke,' interrupted Osmond, with a forc- 
id smile, * argument ia unnecessary in this instance. 1 
live decided how to act, and only want to know whe- 
her you will be my friend on this occasion ?' 

* Assuredly,' replied the Duke....' could you suppose 
Jtherwise ? f presume,' and Osmond thought he spoke 
with eagerness, * 'tis your wish that I should wait upon 
Lord O'Sinistcr immediately ?' 

Osmond bowed....' 1 fly tlien,' said his Grace ; and 
tissiog his hand to Osmond, be darted from the room, 
ieaving; him a prey to the most painful and opposite fee!- , 

inga and reflections. 

Notwithstanding the provocation he had received from 
Lord O'Sinister, and his possessing a naturally a warm 
md impetuous spirit, keenly susceptible of wrong, and 
iroudly indignant at it, he could not forbear shuddering 
It the thoughts of raising his hand against him, whom 
le believed to have been the henefiictor of his family..,. 
Ihe die, however, was cast.. ..to retract the dcternrma- 
ion he had avowed to the French Duke, was not to be 
)^i of; he therefor: sirove to think with cahnneBa 
(appeared to be inevitable. 
. II. S 
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ibassndor to Lord O'Sirister speedily rd 
tl....' Well, my friend,' said he, the moineT 
the apartment,' I have setded all matters wiih his. 
ihip. This evening, about'seven oVbck, h 
jou the meeting I demanded of him for yd 
the fields which akirt the west end of the lity, i 
from this. Lest, however, you should be ted 
to Imagine roe fond of sanguinary measures, Iq 
you I endeavoured to compromise the affair 
vou, by proposing to him his publicly retracting^ 
he had said to your disadvantage, and making anl 
logy for the same; but against such a 
silively protested. In the first place, he said he j 
would retract an assertion which he knew to be juat ] 
in the next, declared that you had set afloat reportaj 
cerning hiro, which had inspired him with such a.l 
for vengeance, that escept you gave hiin an oppc 
ty of gratifying it, by meeting him like a man of ij 
it was his fixed determination to post you throuf 
Naples for a poltroon.' 

' Say no more, 1 beseech you, on the subject 
Osmond, in a hurried and agitated accent, * lest ; 
get in my bosom a spirit as i||aligQant....as savage a 
He then experasing a wish to be left for a little jj 
to himself, the French Duke took his leave till eva 
As soon as he departed, Osmond repaired to a bai 
where he procured an order on a house in Londi 
Bcven hundred pounds, which he enclosed in a led 
his sister, to be forwarded if he fell in the approaj 
rencontre, and which contained a circumstantial aq 
of all that had befallen him since his 
He also wrote to Count Placentia and the Duke D'/ 
fi, to thank them for the kindness he hadesperieM 
iheir hands, and iissure them, to his last momed 
cherished the most grateful remembrance of it....^ 
letters, afttr touching on their contents, he dellvci 
ihe French Duke on hh retuin in the evening w 
entreaty for iheir being forwarded, should he fall, a 
BS possible after his decease. He aUo, in case tbiqj 

filace put into his hands a hundred pounds, i 
or Maclall'ii, and another for the expem "" 
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'All matters being finally arrangeil, and the Duke 
i^Ving solemnly plighted his word that he would, in eve- 
ry insnnce, obey the instructions he had received from 
him, should there be occasion, which however, he fer- 
vently hoped there might not, they set out for the plact; 
Qrappointmeot in a carriage, which they diNmisscd with^ 
in a few varcls of it. 

Thcv found Lord O'Sinister and his second already on 
the ground. Osmond retired to a distance, hut the 
French Duke approached them, and, by his giaiures, it 
&eeaied ta Osmond as if he was again endeavouring to 
have the business settled in an amicable manner. I'hat, if 
Uc had made such an effort, he had failed in it,however, 
was soon obvious to Osmond, by seeing him and the 
Other second busily employed in loading pistols, with a 
brace of which the Duke shortly joined him, sHyingi... 
*The man is a savage ; he will nut hearken to any terms 
ufaccommodation.' 

Aa Osmond took the pistol from the Duke, a deep 
sigh escaped him.... not on his own account, however, waj 
il breathed, but on thai of the sufferings his family would 
experience ahould he fall.. ..the loss they would sustain. 
^Duld he now be tprn from them ...now, that he had 
every prospect of being able to assist them essentially. 
His reflections on the subject were iatetrupted by the 
Duke exclaiming....' My dear friend, what are yoit 
about i Lord O'Sinister has taken aim at you....wh^ don't 
you advance your pistol.' 

Osmond raised it, but ere he had well drawn the trig- 
ger, be received a ball in his right arm, which obliged 
Bim to drop his weapon, and at the same instant, to his 
uniltterable astonishment, as well as horror, (since he 
was not conscious of having taken any certain atm at 
hitn.) he beheld Lord O'Sinister fall ! 

' Be off,' cried the French Duke hastily j ' for his 
Lordship is shot.' 

Osmond, however, remained motionless, wildly star- 
ing at his fallen opponent....' My dear friend, proceeded 
die Duke impatiently, ' you can do no good by lingering 

Hon the contrary, you are preventing that prompt 
nee being rendered to his Lordship whkh (\«i \ft- 
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^^K quires, f«r till I see you off, I cannot think of approac 
^^B ing him ; fly, and depend on my instantly joining his v_ 
^^H cond, to see every thing that is requisite done for him,' < 
^V ' Whither shall I fly V asked Osmond. 

' Do you perceive yonder lonely building ?' cried t 

Dtike, ^<^inting to a distant one, 

' I do,' said Osmond. 

^^ ' Cross those fields in front of us,' resumed the Dub 

^^^ ' and yon ^vill find yourself at it ; remain there till y^ 

^^B«ee me, which Avill be as soon as I hear the sureeon's r 

^^V^rt of his Lordship's case ; should it be a favour^ 

^^*-bne, you may return to your lodgings, but if the re^'eni 

you must make your escape with all possible expediticj 

as his Lortlship has many powerful friends in Napk 

who, no doubt, will exert themselves to avenge fa 

^'death....But see, my friend,' casting his eyes upon tl 

m of Osmond, which was bleeding fast, ' you have i 

suffered yourself, in this unfortunate rencontre !,i 

mit me to make use of this handkerchief ;* and dra^ 

g one from the pocket of Osmond, he bound it n 

Kb wound, and then again conjured him to fly. 

Osmond turned into the path he had been directed 4 
Jgis Grace to take, and advanced forward, but With 
kII knowing what he did. On reaching the build 
; he was to take shelter, he found it to be a U 
Et^ 'nam. The door heitig parity open, he enferea, i 
having satisfied himself that no one was in the place, i 
dosed it, and proceeded to a large heap of straw whw 
he perceivedin a comer, and upon which he threw hitf 

■self, utterly eithausted by emotion and loss of blood j a 
|Uppy would he have felt at the moment, had he 
insured he never should have risen from it—.GO wretchj 
did he feci on Lord O'Sinister's account, of whose f 
ing mortally wounded he had scarcely a doubt, i 
manner in which he fell. The idea of his hav 
Tolc^ his fate, in no degree abated the hor 
which it inspirctl Osmond ; he felt that if i ' 
respecting him were true, he never more f 
happiness: how to act.... whither to beta! 
ahould they prove so, he knew not, from ll 
"""lite of his mind. 



TBK DISCABDEO SON. ^09 

Q hour elapsed without any thing occurring to Inter- 
Tupt hi3 agonizing reflections ; the door was then sud- 
denly pushed open, and by the taint light it admitted, 
Osmond beheld tliree men entering the barn, with some- 
thing stretched across their arms. A few minutes suf- 
ficed to convince him that they were banditti, and that 
what they carried was a murdered body. 

' Is there any snug hole,* demanded one of them, in a 
true ruffianly accent, ' into which we could thrust this 
old fellow r' 

' Oh, let tlie priest do that for him,' said a second s 
* there is a heap of something yonder... .straw, I sup- 
pose ; let U3 tumble him on thai, and be off for the corpse 
of his master, for ahould it be discovered yet awhile, an 
alarm will be given that may prevent our escape.' 

' True,' cried the third, " no time should be loat in 
securing it i" and hastening to the corner in which Os- 
mond lay, and which, fortunately for him, was by this 
time involved in almost total darkness, they threw the 
body close by him, and departed- 
Osmond's first impulse was immediately to fly the 
place i hut a moment's reflection checked bis obeying 
this, by representing to him the likelihood there was of 
the light without betraying him to the lutS.ma. He had 
scarcely made up his mind to quietly remaining where 
lie was, ere they returned with anodier body, whicli they 
threw, with as little ceremony as they had done the pre- 
ceding one, upon the straw, and then again withdrew. 
As soon as they retired, Osmond, anxious to ascertata 
ihe direction they took, raised his head from the straw, 
for the purpose of listening; but from which he was 
quickly diverted by a faint moan. He started, uncer- 
tain whether or not his ear had deceived him..,.lc was 
repeated, and he no longer doubted its proceeding from 
one of the bodies that had been flung beside him.,,. .All 
the horrors of his own situation were now aggravated, 
by the idea of its preventing him from rendering any as- 
sistance to the poor sufferer at hand. While deliberat- 
ing on the measures he ahould pursue, the risk he should 
run of missing the Duke D'Angoumoise, and falling in- 
^J^ixc power of the banditti, by venturin;; cit tin his a.^- 
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^^Lcount, the pushing open of the door again caused him t 
^^nhrtnk into the straw, and hold in his breatli. 
^^^ For a few minutes a rustling noise, as of some ( 
^^^yopiny about, was all he heard; he then heard son 
one say, in a low muttering tone....' I certainly saw hi) 
enter this place....yes, yes, I am positive I am not mil 
taken ; here, therefore, will I remain till I have sufficiel 
light to look about n 

This determination was not the most agreeable one i 

the world to Osmond; but in a minute after, the unci 

siness it gave rise to was dissipated by the exclamatioi 

of....' Blessed St. Benedict!' convincing him it wa 

Mactalla who had last entered ; he accordingly pro 

nounced his name, and, in return, heard his own shoute 

forth, in the most joyful accent. He immediately extr' 

C cated himself from the straw, and advancing towardstl 

^^Uoor, was followed thither by Mactalla, whom caution 

HE'iDg to speak in n lower key, he acquainted with the ae 

^B ddent that had just occurred, and expressed a wish f! 

him to go out, in quest of assistance for the unfortunilt 

stranger. 

' What, and leave you here to be butchered by t 
i-uffia'is :' demanded Mactalla. 

' 1 don't imagine there is any danger of their return 
ing,' replied Osmond; ' at all events, I am unwilling tl 
quit this at present, lest my doing so should cause me H 
miss the Duke D'Angoumoise, whom I expect hei 
every moment.' 

' i'lie Duke D'Angoumoise !' repeated Mactalla, in 
voice expressive of much astonishment, * did he prom' 
tojoinyouhere, Signor?' 

' He did, else should I not expect him.' 
Then take my word for it. Signer, 'tis a promise 
<.dlKs not mean to keep.' 

* What makes you think so V asked Osmond. 
» I'll tell you another time, Signor,' returned TiTiiniW 
, * for here I do not think it very safe for 
much conversation.' 

Osmond imputing to conjecture what he had said 
lative to the Duke, felt still unwilling to quit the bam 
faut finding him resolved on not leaving it without him^ 
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»t lengtli quiUed it, and stnick into the road leading 
from Naples. They had not proceeded far, when they 
espied a liRht, glimmering through a grove which skirt- 
EQone side of the way, and towards which they instantly 
fastened ....Osmond, with a liearl fluttering with joy at 
:be idea of being able to procure assistance for the 
MOUBded stranger. After advancing some yards, they 
found themselves before a small low building, almost 
ihrouded in trees, and from a lattice of which still beam- ■ 
;d the light thai had attracted them to it : but scarcely 
lad they come within sight of it, when an unpleasant 
idea came across the mind of Osmond, that caused him 
X> pause. ...It might be, he suddenly reflected, the hiding- 
jacc of the banditti he had seen in the barn. Mactalla, 
loo, as if struck b)- the same idea, also stopped, and 
:atching his master by the skirt of the coat, as if appre- 
hensive of his proceeding, exclaimed in his ear....' Soft- 
iy, softly r-Signor i by St. Benedict, we may have only 
quitted the den, to run into the jaws of the lion himself 
here.' 

' No,' said Osmond, after a short interval of silence, 
during which be looked about him attentively....' No, 
dierc is nothing in the appearance of this place indicative 
of its being the haunt of persons of the descriptjon you 
lUude to i it looks more like the neat and peaceful abode 
rf some industrious peasant. I will venture, therefore, 
» knock at it.... In the cause of a distressed fellow-crea- 
hire, he must be selfish indeed who would not run a lit- 
de liak.' 

fire, however, he applied his hand to the door, he 
Sioughl it adviseable to listen a few minutes at it. iVIac- 
EdUf rot satisfied ivith listening, put his eye to the key- 
lole, and in the instant after, called out in a gentle tone ; 
Pray, open the door if you please.' 

* tio you see anv one V asked Osmond anxiously. 

• By the Powers, I do !....one of the prettiest litde 
Ttatures I ever clapped my eyes on,' replied Mactalla, 
jalf Mising his head....' Look through the key-hole your- 
(dJf, Si^or, to be convinced I only speak truth.' 

Oamond stooped, and beheld through the aperture m 
^jBa/gt and a young girl, seated at a table, in a small, 
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apartnaent, their looks directed towards the door, 
they had heard something, and were rather alarmd 
which their being, Osmand was soon convinced by" 
ing the girl exclaim in a terrified accent....' Grandft 
did you not hear somebody ^peak i I am sure I did 

' No, child,' replied the old roan, ' it was onl] 
wind, aa ii rushed through the crevices of the door, 
heard.' 

' By the Powers !* cried Mactalla, who had a| 
his ear so close to the door as to be able to distin 
perfectly what was passing within, •■ but you are i 
ken, and your granddaughter is right.' 

The old man, in a trembling voice, now dcma 
who was there ?.... Osmond, in a tone well calculat 
still alarm, replied.. ■■' Two travellers who have lost 
way.* 

' And who are in momentary expectation of I 
overtaken by a gang of robbers,' rejoined Mac 
' who have just dispatched two other travellers] 
now lie bleeding in tlie barn above.' 

' Alack-a-day ! in my bam.' cried the old man, 
emotion, but without opening the door. 

' Uy St. Benedict, I don't know whether it is yi 
er not,' answered Mactalla; ' but the sooner you 
the door, the sooner you'll know." 

The door was now cautiously unbarred, and Osn 
at the sight of whost; coimtenance the terror of th< 
man appeared to vanish, and his impatient valet, 
admitted. 

He briefly related to him the purpose for which 
had intruded on him, and entreated, if he had the p 
not to delay sending assistance to the unfortunate i 
gers in the barn. 

' Alack-a-day !' cried the old man, shaking his 
' I have not the power of rendering them any assist 
I have no body here with me but my granddaue 
but if you chuse, she'll shew you to a house not n 
where you'll be able to procure what you requit*.' 

' If you please then,' returned Osmond, ' wc'H « 
her services.' 

The fair Bianca, whose pretty face the gallanit; 
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Da had suffused with blushes, accordingly led the 
trough a spacious avenue cut through the grove, 
. bordered with lemon and orange trees, whose de- 
htfut exhalations revived the languid senses of Os- 
tad, to a magnificent villa. As concisely as possi' 
, she explained to the porter who admitted them in* 
the hall, the business which had brought then) thi> 
T, which he had no sooner heard, than he summoned 
'cral of the other domestics, for the purpose ol getting 
ne of them to hasten to the barn. Amongst these, 
actallawaa agreeably surprised by discovering an old 
^uaintance, an attendant of the Duke D'Amalfi in hia 
t visit to Acerenza, and by whom he was at the same 
itant recognized. Their mutual recognition was the 
;an3 of discovering to Osmond that the house he was 
m in belonged to the Duke, which Mactalla had no 
mer heard, than he exclaimed aloud in the must joy- 
accent,,,.' We are in luck, we are in luck ! got into 
i right bos after all ." and hastened to inform the ser- 
its that his master was the particular friend nnd fa- 
jrite of thein, and that, accordingly, the greater at- 
ition they paid him, the more thev would oblige the 
*r. Upon hearing which, the steward, a respectable 
crly man, was called, who, on leaniing the intimacy 
t subsisted between Osmond and his lord, immcdi- 
ly ushered him into an elegant apartment, whrre re- 
thments were presently laid before him, whilst seve- 
servants were dispatched with hghts and cordials to 
bam, and orders to bringback the unfortunate stran- 
», whether dead or alive. The steward perceiving 
moud look pale and exhausted, proposed his remain- 
for the night at the villa. ...a proposal which met with 
lady acquiescence, as till Osmond had heard from the 
ke D'Angomnoise, he could not think of venturing 
k to Nicies. On the steward's retiring to give di- 
tions for an apartment to be prepared for him, Os- 
iwl turned with impatience towards Mactalla, who had 
owed and continued in the room with him, and de- 
rd to know by what means he had been able to trace 
IK) the bam, and the reason he had for supposing the 
hA*Angoumoise would not fulfil his promise of rti 
^H^tther I 
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' You shall hear, Slgndr,' answered Mactalla, 
)oncr had I cast my eyea upon the countenance of 

iDukc D'Aogoumoise, who, by the bye, is ' 

■• ' My friend,' said Osmond, hastily interrupting 
■and in a commanding tone, perceiving by the turn 
" s features that he wns about uttering some free rem 
I upon his Grace. 

Mactalla bowed....' Well, Signor, as I was about 
ler had I looked in his face this mon 
I when he Ciilled upon you, than my mind misgave 
liKjmething was wrong ; so when I quilted the rooi 

D«topped at the door ' 

' Guilty of the meanness of listening !' cried Osmi 
with a frowning aspect. 

Mactalla shook his head, and thus proceeded....' M 
lignor, what I heard then made me return to the at 
[ station when the Duke came back from Lord O'Sinii 
I Rnd thus I leamt that you were to meet his Lord 
f this evening, which, to be sure, I can't say I was 1 
I sorry to hear, as I expected nothing less than that 
\ would give him the dressing he so richly merited, foi 
\ conduct to you ; so, making certain of this, I deterni 
[ on seeing a little of the fun, and accordingly repain 
I the place of appointment, where I hid me behind a hi 
) snd it was a mercy my laughing did not betray me. 
I • Gracious Heaven." exclaimed Osmond, with m 
I led horror and disgust,' is it possible that you t 
\ laugh at the melancholy catastrophe you witni 
there f» 

* Why, do you really believe, Signor, that you wo 
•d Lord O'Siniater ?' 

' Do I helicTe it V demanded Osmond, ' How i 
doubt it, after what I saw f * 

* Why, to be sure, his Lordship did sham a 
man neady. He put me in mind of a set of 
players in the couiwy of Cork, to whom my grandG 
lent an old bam to play in, and who accordingly let 
for nothing. They promised the people, if they ca 
see them, they'd kill themselves to give them satisfiicl 
and to be sure, to all appearance they kept their ' 

L for they had long knives, which they thrust into 
k sides ; and we were all going away periisct^ aaitl 
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when Tom Murphy, a >oung friend of mine^ whispend 
in my ear that he saw one of the dead men rise up and 
wallc away, as if nothing at all was the matler with him. 
I could not believe him ; go p^Tceiving the foot of one of 
the dead ladies thrust beyond ihc curtain, 1 turned back 
to convince myself all was right, and gave it a gentle 
pinch, when, by the Powers, out she roared, and jumping 
up, walked quietly off, just as my Lord O'Sinister did 
when your back was tumed....up he got, as nimble as a 
bee, met the French Duke more than half way, shook 
him heartily by the hand, and (hen walked olF with him 
and his second ; upon which, here's a humbug ! said I to 
myself, and posted after you directly, to let you know the 
trick that had been played you ; butjust as I saw you en- 
ter the barn, it came into my head, that they might be 
again plotting something against you, so I turned back ia 
hopes of overtaking them and hearing what they were 
mying ; but not being able to discover them in any di- 
tection, 1 returned to you.' 

' Good Heavens ! what a tale have you told me !' cried 
Osmond....' How great would be my indignation did I 
credit it ! but that I cannot do. Your senses must in- 
deed) my good friend, have deceived you, for that such 
avillanous transaction would be connived at by the Duke 
D'Angoumoise, who is.—' 
' A big blackguard !' interrupted Mactalla, calmly. 

• Silence,' exclaimed Osmond passionately ; ' I insist 
upon your not presuming to mention his Grace again in 
a disrespectful manner. 1 look upon him at present as 
gne of my most sincere friends, acd until I have reason 
to thitik the contrary, will uphold his character even at 
ibe risk of my life. You must repair to-morrow morn- 
ing to Naples, at as early an hour as possible, when I 
trust you'll receive a favourable account of Lord O'Sin- 
ister's health.' 

• Don't doubt it,' replied MariElla. 

The steward now re-entered the apartment ; he in- 
fisnned Osmond that the two unftjrtunate strangers had 
been brought to the villa. The sei-\-am was quite dead, 
1^ i but the surgeou^^^o hadbeeii-callcd iii w the jts- 
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Be had been put to bed, he added, and every tiling del 
t was requisite for him. 

is inlormatioD afforded Osmond very great p 

The steward's attention was now called to l 

tounded arm, from which his own and Mactaila's b 

i diverted, bv the conversation that had just past 

Mtween them... .The surgeon was brought in to dressi 

The ball had lodged in a fleshy part of the arm, so 

lias easily extracted. While the wound was dressii 

HMactalla did nothing but rage at the vile trick which { 

persisted in saying had been played upon his master. 

'Those were desperate ruffians whom you were so« 

fortunate as to fall in with, Signor,' said the surgec 

ivhile employed about the arm of Osmond, taking it f 

inled, as did the steward, that he had been woundl 

f those who attacked the other travellers. 

' Desperate !' repeated Mactalla, ' aye, that you OH 

Ktay with a witness ....who could have thought that a La 

■ pnd a Duke would have been guilty of such villany ?' 

' A Lord and a Duke!' cried the surgeon, with a wi 

(stare of astonishment, ' capable of waylaying and mtl 

I ttering people !' 

* Yes,' returned Mactalla ; ' but, by the Powers, Um 
all pay for their tricks.* 

' Really, my friend, you have strongly excited my o 
iosity,' said the surgeon....' will you be so good a 
ivc mc the particulars of the affair i* 
' Oh, willingly,' cried Mactalla. ' You must know 
rawing a liltlc nearer to him,* that there is now in Nk 
s an old thief called Lord O'Sinister, and a sly r _ 
I Frenchman, called the Duke D'AngoumoiseMi 

ese ' 

i) -Here he caught a glance, so expressive of anger H 
scntment, from his master, as to put a stop to all bi 
gier communication on the subject, lo the great diaa 
lointment ofjthc surgeon, as his looks testiBed. Tl 
loment he had retired with tlie steward....* Gracin 
jcaven !' exclaimed Osmond, in the moat impatient ij 
bit addressing Mactalla, ' knowing as you do, the ff 
kamcnt in which I at present stand with regard to Loj 
PSinisier, how could you be za ioiprBdent na to give 
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hintofwhat has happened, lo ihesurgeon? Imaypro- 
bably be deprived of my liberiy in consequence of jour 
having done so ; since, no doubt, if his Lordship be de- 
clared in a dangerous way, an immediate search will be 
made after me.' 

Here Mactalla turned aside, eyidenrly to suppress a 
bugh, which so exasperated Osmond, that with difficulty 
he forbore ordering him from the room. 

The steward soon returned, and Osmond shortly af- 
ter was conducted to the chamber prepared for him ; but 
Aough fatigued both in body and mind, the occurrences 
of the day had made too deep, too dreadful an impres- 
«OQ upon him, to permit of hia sleeping for a considera- 
lile time. In consequence of hia restless night, his slum- 
bera were protracted to a late Iiour in the morning. On 
awaking he found Mactalla by the bedside. He arose" 
immediately, and as he was dressing, enquired whether 
I'he was yet thinking of going to Xaples ? 

'Thinking!' repeated Mactalla, ' I have been theVc 
^ady, and am just come back.' 

* Weil, well,' cried Osmond, faltering through emo- 
tioo and looking anxiously In his face....' What news of 
Lord O'Sinister V 

* Ah ! he's in a bad way,' answered Mactalla. 

* Gracious Heaven !' exclaimed Osmond, in a tone of 
Higuish, and clasping his hands together ; * and the Duke 
P'Angoumoise....' 

* Oh ! by the Powers, 'tis all over with him.' 

* He has fled, I presume,' cried Osmond, looking still 
more earnestly in the countenance of Mactalla. 

* Faith, you have hit the right nail on the head,' re- 
plied the other coolly. 

* What will become of him I' exclaimed Osmond, al- 
most distracted about him. 

* He'll go to the devil,' returned Mactalla, with the 
SBiiK coolness with which he had just before spoken, 

* Good God !' cried Osmond, casting hia eyes towards 
heaveo, ' why did I accept his offers of service f why 
did I employ him in such a business i' 

K why did you indeed J' said Mactalla.-.' Such 
words I made use of to the b ankers.... Oei\ri'-,- 
II. T 
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Lmen, says I, why did he employ such a felloiv : 
It^idii't he entrust me whh his money, instead of put^ 

1 It into ihe hands of a foreigner.... a ' ^ 

I ' What bankers !....what money do you mean V ci * 
L Osmond, wildly staring at Mactalla. 
I. ■ Itead this,' said Mactalla, very composedly tattii 
Uetter from his waistcoat pocKel, and iireacniiDg i 
P'tiim, ' it will inform you better ri^an 1 can.' 
V , 'A letter,' exclaimed Usmond, as with a tremt 
['hand he took itfrum him ; 'where did you get it i* 
Li 'I got it at the Duke D'Angoumoise's lodgings.^ 
I lisd the complaisance to leave it there for you.' 
I Osmond, with eDcreasing emotion, broke the seal, 
r read as follows. 



Sir, 

• That on first hearing of my 
your rage and indignation will be beyond boundi 
make no doubt ; but equally am I convinced, that as i 
as reason resumes her usual empire over you, and 
are again enabled to reflect with coolness, the anger 
resentment with which it inspires you, will, in a 
measure, be overcome by the consideration of the u 
lesson it affords you. 

' As, without experience, 'tis scarcely possible to 
through life with safety, so the sooner a man acqi 
what is 30 requisite to guide him through its shoals 
quicksands, the better ; and the more highly he ] 
for it the greater is the likelihood of its making a 
impression on him. 

instead, therefore, of regretting your acquaint! 
with me, and the dross it has been the means of den 
ing you of, you should rather rejoice aithe circumsta 
from the knowledge you have acquired by it. Tbea 
trust with which it will doubtless inspire >ou of mantf 
in general, the diffidence of your own judgment, (n 
presumptuous opinion of which is the great baa 
youth,) will, in all pi-oLahilJty, save you from still g 
er depredations. 

' ^ut to prove to you that I am not so callous andil 
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nled as, ai first hearing of my conducr yon may be 
fed to imagine, I solemnly assure you, that though from 
having, been the victim of deception myself in ma- 
ny instances, I think It but fair to retRliate upon man- 
kind in general, the nunaerous wrongs I have received 
at their hands, by taking advantage of ihcm whenever I 
can—. I should liave spared you, (so much did your can- 
dour and sensibility please me,) but for imperious ne- 
cessity. As some atonement for abusing the confidence 
you reposed in nic, permit me to inform you, that you 
itecd bo under no uneasiness with regnrd to Lord O Si- 
nister.. ..the pistol 1 delivered into your hands was not 
loaded. His motive for wishing you to believe him 
mortally wounded, is to induce you to quit Naples, 
, which he has some powerful reasons, best known to him- 
Dclf, for wishing you to leave,. His acquaintance and 
«me commenced some years back, and was renewed on 
lour unexpectedly meeting a few days since..»After what 
I have said, it can scarcely be necessary to add, that it 
was at his instigation I threw myself in your way, for 
the purpose of endeavouring to involve you in some dlf- 
.Sculty, which should oblige you to comply with his 
^^iBhc8....vi sited you in prison, and oftenvanJs prevailed 
''upon you to meet him in a hoalilc manner, 

* I shall intrude no further on your time, than merely 
'u say, that should circumstances ever permit, I ehall, 
most assuredly, return you the money I have now de- 
'^ved you of, and that, but for your own credulity, you 
"never would have sustained such a loss. In future, ad- 
'mit no stranger to your confidence.. ..to look with an eye 
of suspicion on all. ...to beheve that every man you meet 
is a villain, watching, like a lyger with extended talofts, 
for a favourable opportunity of springing on his prey, is 
the- only way of travelling with safety through this bad 
world i do this, and you may defy the very devil himself, 
which is Lord O'Sinister. Accept the assurance of my 
high consideration ; and amongst your friends, be as- 
sured you have MOt one who more truly eatimatea youv 
vorth than 

The Doke D'ANGouuonE.* 
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What a character!' exclaimed Osmond, letting 
[letter drop from his hand. 

He's a complete, big villain,' cried Mactalla, sloi^ 
to pick it up. ' 

A villam, indeed!' ocboed Osmond, as he 
lout the room, in an agitation impossible to be d 

That he is,' rejoined the other, * to run away w 
the htindied pounds you intended for me ^vhen ] 
died.' 

' Don't mention that, 'tis nothing to the reat,* eri 
Osmond, indignantly waving his hand. 

' No, to be sure, I know 'tis nothing campared to eil 

indred pounds,* replied Mactnlla : then alter a pauUf 

Bnt I am not in the least surprised at what has happfl 

for I saw by Monsieur's phiz that he was a sly d( 

id always disliked him as much as I do the rest of' 

freoch fellows. By St. Benedict, when I was at Pal 

was often tempted to give some of them a good kU 

ig....l'here you'd see a fellow bowing and scraping 

md grinning full in your face, as if he was y 

hnmble servant j and the next instant catch t 

'inking at another, as much as to say he had humb 

" you. The Marchesa Morati had a fellow of t 

lind, and one day he took it into his head to make ga 

he thought, behind my back ; but it happei 

be before my face... .a few gentle kicks however, mi 

'. Friseur change his tone, and gallop olT faster til 

came.' 

Pray,' demanded Osmond, suddenly and angrS 
what induced you to sport with my feelings, by teUil 
ic Lord O'Sinisier was in a bad way V 
AIncialia looked earnestly at him for a moment.. 
rrely meant, Signor,' replied he, '■ that he was iD ■ 
■ with regard to his sotd.' 
And the bankers,* added Osmond. 
Why, that on hearing (he Duke D'AngoumtMSe 
(Quitted his lodgings, I repaired to them, in hopes of i 
ing your money i but it was loo late ) he had rctlint 
the order you received from them on England, and 
hard cash in exchange for it.' 



^Kourhi 
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Vhat deliberate villanv !' cried Osmoud, with up- 
lifted hands. 

' Ves, yes, deliljcrate enough,' said MactalUi* he waa 
sure of tiis game, to did every thing quietly and cooly>». 
I wUb to the Lord I had been at his ellww, when he wa» 
sliding into his pocket the hundred poundti I was to have 
got after your dcatli.' 

* Psha!' returned Osmond, impatiently, ' let me hear 
no more of that; in some way or other, I shall endea- 
vour to reward you for your services. ' 

' O ! if it comes to th.it, hang the dirty money, say I.... 
by the Powers, Ned Mactalla values money as liiUe as 
anj lord in the kingdom.' 

The steward now ma<Ic his appearance to enquire after 
Osmond's health, and whether he was yet disposed for 
breakfast?.. -Osmond, lor form's sake, relying to this 
(]Uestion in the affirmative, (the French Dulte's letter 
having deprived him at the moment of all appetite,} was 
ushered to an elegant saloon, where the morning repast 
was prepared for him, and at which the steward would 
attend. Disturbed and perplexed, so that to make an ef- 
fort to enter into conversation was painful in the extreme, 
Osmond would gladly have dispensed with his attend- 
ance ; but finding he could not prevent this without giv- 
ing offence, he forced himself to enter into discourse with 
faim, in the course of whicli he learnt, that besides the 
present villa, the Duke D'Amalli had sevt-ial others, still , 
roore splendid and beautiful, to which, whenever state 
affairs would allow of his leaving the mctropoliB, he wa» ' 
wont to repair wltli select parties^ Soon after breakfast i 
Ae steward withdrew, having previously, however, re- 
quested Osmond not to think yet awhile of returning to 
Naples.... a request which Osmond had no hesitadon in 
promising lo comply with, as, in the present state of his i 
mind, the idea of entering into any thing like a busy scene | 
was insupportable to himi Left to himself, his thoughts 
immediately reverted to the conduct of Lord O'Sinister 
and the French Duke : for that of the former he could as- 
sign no cause whatever ; it appeared to him as inexplicable 
ligtljl i fill the latter, the letter which had disclosed it had 
^■wexplained the motives to which itwi^ 1:.^'%^...,^^^- 
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<**RinuWr, whi-ne cnmliitl ih<- r una i deration of ^| 
;{Bll«ii;s lie liilirvrd liis family uwcd him, r 
iintfilliiiif to (-■xiicHc 10 jiublic censure. 

Hit [Dcditntion* were broken in upon bf th*! 
riimtn^ lo ilrrti )ii« arm. ...He ■poke favourabt 
mIki i>\ (he wound* of (he atrangrr. On hli reu 
mond wu» nt>out rrpiirinK (n u beautiful gnn. 
which tbr tatiion oncned, when Mactalla sbruptlyl 
ihe u|iui(iiiri]i, ami Kinpi liim. 

' By St. Ucni-dici, Signur,' cried he, a\mot 
lircaiN, * bu( ilie oltl genllcinun, who*e life you b 
tnttnitnentiil in navlng, hnii become (in Kj^ie ofcl 
itjr in tlie hoim-) a walking ghovt. On rcRatnlH 
'collcclinn, und li'mrning the ntcun« by whicn he ■ 
linntgiivbiibcr, I wa« railed, at bin pnrticularn 
the |-ur[»nc (if IcKJng liJm know to wh om he < 
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a obeyed. Od tlictr rcacluDg the gaUtir he 

Ifftbdnw, and Osmond ndvuncing down it, i'oundthe 
tmuiger on ■ cooch at the further end. He seemed to 
M upwards oftiixiy, and whut with the paleness and Un- 
jiior which his wounds had occasioned, the grey locks 
Ibot thinly shaded his forehciid, -.md a look of deep me- 
ancholy, which seemed to suy it was something more 
ihJan the handof time that had planted wrinkles there, 
rad bent his noble form, appeared altogether one of the 
most Intel esiing objects he had ever seen. 

On Osmond's drawing near him, he attempted to rise 
hot waa prevented by Osmond's hurrj-ing forward, and 
gently laying hold of his arm.....' My p^escr^■cr!' he then 
BXclatRvcd in a broken voice, and fastening his eyes with 
R lund of wild earnestness upon his countenance.... 
* My.»«..' his bosom hiraved with convulsive sobs, and 
kutily Rvcrting his head, he burst into tears. 

I 

^^B( if bit tanowlal 

^^^■^id crack 'd thriitiiiflionife, lod buriliwiy.' 

ESe,»nd 
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MY dear Sir,' said Osmond, in a aoothing ' 
and ttcallug himself beside him, not a little shock- 
ed at hin emotion, ' ]iray endeavour to compose your- 
self ; rceolkct the weak stiiie you nrc at present in, and 
4lo not give way to feelings thm cannot fail of injuring 
•you. Allow inclo assist you to your chamber, and I 
Irlll nroatn there at long as you picHsc.* 

'Oh, from ihec....fromlheellii!i consideration forme!' 
,l:.ncd inviilid, smiting his bosom, elevating 
I Is hcAvcn : then, after u pause, turning 
iijum Osmond, ' be not uneasy,' Vi^^&c&\ 
tcclings will not injure mc^&w ^«v »tt"&\* 
'"' '8 of er,ititutlc....gTal'ttu4«: fox ^Vw-^'a' 
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ttstaWe wretch !' he exclaimed, as he reperused this h 
ler,' thyaeiviceianotleas odious than thy conduct. Thai 
wouldst, if thou couldst, corrupt as well as deceive i bu 
never, I tritst, will that suspicion thou counsellest nie U 
harbour, find ndmiaaion (o my breast— -tliat suspicion 
which i& the certain precursor ol' guilt ; for he who iriMf 
gines every man his enemy, will naturally become till 
enemy of every man.* 

His passion by degrees subsiding, during the first p* 
roxvsm of which, he had meditated pursuing the Dukt 
D'Aogoumoise, and bringing him lo the punishment he 
merited, he finally decided, after a Httle deliberation, oM 
relinquishing this intention, and leaving him to the aveDg< 
ing hand of Heaven : reflection convincing him, that hi 
rould not divulge his baseness without implicating Lord 
O'Sinister, whose conduct the consideration of the oblP 
gations he believed his family owed him, rendered hii 
iinAvilling to expose to public censure. 

His meditations were broken in upon by the surgeoK 
coining lo dress his arm.... He spoke favourably of it. at 
also of the wounds of the stranger. On hii retiring, 0»» 
mond was about repairing to a beautiful garden, inttj, 
which the saloon opened, when Mactalla abruptly entered 
the apartment, and stopt him> 

'By St. Benedict, Signor,' cried he, almost out of 
breath, ■ but the old gentleman, whose life you have bectf 
instrumental in saving, has become (in spite of every hoJ 
ily in the house) a walking ghost. On regaining his re- 
■collection, and learning the means by which he had beea 
I iroughfc hither, I was called, at his particular request, fa 
die purpose of letting him know to whom he was ittdebl 
cd, which I hud no sooner done, than up he would get 

* t'ood Heavens" exclaimed Osmond, ' surely he hw 
heen informed, that to see me, it was not requisite fa 
him to rise.' 

' So he was, Signor ; but he would not be persuaded 
the contrary, and is now in a gallery adjoining his ch; 
Iwr ; nor will he be laid again (that is, in bed, i me 
" he has seen you.' 

Conduct me instantly to him,' said Osmond, • 
less may prove faial iD hioa.' 
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a obeyed. On their reaching the K^Uetr he 
Shlrew, and Osmond advancing down it, found Uie 
loger on a couch at the further end. He Eecmed to 
upwards of sixty, and what with the paleness and lan- 
or which bis wounds had occasioned, the grey locks 
X thinly shaded his forehead, and a look of deep me- 
choly, which seemed to say it was something more 
ID the hand of time that had planted wrinkles there, 
i bent his noble form, appeared altogether one of the 
)st intsi esting objects he had ever seen. 
On Osmond's drawing near him, he attempted (o rise 
twas prevented by Osmond's hurrying forward, and 
ntly laying hold of his arm.....' My preserver !' he then 
claimed in a broken voice, and fastening his eyes with 
kind of wild earnestness upon his countenance.... 
\ly.*.»..t' his bosom heaved with convulsive sobs, and 
aOly averting his head, he burst into tears. 
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^^^^kn inch deep lighi hciv'd frcm bii woeful heart, 
^^H^ cr«k'd the itiinai of tifc) tnd bunt away,' 

m 

j^^ * MY dear Sir,' said Osmond, in a soothing 
Ifetak, and seating himself beside him, not a little shock- 
I at his emotion, * pray endeavour to compose your- 
;lf ; recollect the weak state you are at present in, and 
3 not give way to feehngs that cannot fail of injuring 
>tl. Allow me to assist you to your chamber, and I 
ill remain there as long as you please.' 
'Oh, from lhee....from thee this consideration for me!' 
■i«d ihe agitated invalid, smiting bis bosom, elevating 
Is eyes towards heiiven : then, after a pause, turning 

Eupon Osmond, ' be not uneasy,' he added ; 
It feelings will not injure me, for they are the 
ffspring of gratitude... .gratitude foi^ \i\\'*s.^\iN!\ 
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M-ead his countenance, his eyes closed, and he faJntetl U 

s of Osmond. 

^ Shocked beyond exprcEsion, Osmond gently laid hiiQ 

1 the couch, and hastened to procure assistance fo^ 

. He was carried to hisbed, and immediately iindreaiT 

i; but a length of time elapsed ere he shewed any sym" 

of returning animatifin. On reviving it was e^ 

Lo all that his senses were deranged. Osmond ri 

faucsted the surgeon might directly be sent for, andthtid 

*ithdrew from the chamber to the garden, in hopes ^ 

'ould remove the langour and depression he expJ 

" tienced. 

The villa was seated on a lofty promontor}', enifaosoflfc 
ed in woods, and commanding an extensive view of dl 
bay and the adjacent country. In another frame I 
Tiind, and Osmond would have bten transported eVd 
p enthusiasm by the richly diversified prospects it o 
joked i but now hie eye roved almost unconscio 
fttr the picturesque scenery, so much were his thougt 
mgrossed by recent occurrences.... the cruel enmity i 
"(ord O'Sinister, the perfidy of the Frenchmat _ 

range conduct of the old gentleman. Thai the senH 
if the latter had been disordered from the very c 
cement of their conversation, or else that he had,ti| 
e look or expression, awakened some agonizing it 
lembrances in his bosom, he could rtot help imagimdj 
H struck him, from his broken senteneea, that fie i 
e obdurate parent, who too late hud become contl^ 
r his cruelty to his offspring.. .too late perceived..- 



It Krit, biilcT ere long, back oa it 



■ Tbit levenge, though i 

^ His reflections were interrupted by the surgeon, ■ 
B soon as he had visited the unfortunate stranger, < 
inform him what he thought of his patient. He^ 
lunced him at present in a high fever, evidently b 
D by violent agitation, the least renewal of which 6 
lot fail, he asserted of proving fatal to him. 
j This information made Osmond bitterly deplore l 
g; suffered himself to be prevailed ( 
Higwith him- In the midst of his regrets on the stS 
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ject, he was joiued by the steward, who came to tell him 
that the old gentleman was again calling for him, and 
insisting on another interview. 

' Then to put an end to all further importunity on that 
head,' said Osmond, ' I will immediately quit the villa, 
since after hearing the surgeon's report of his case, I 
should conceive myself accessary to his' death, if I at 
present complied with his wishes.' 

Ue then, in case the unhiippy invalid should need pe- 
cuniary assistance on recovering, gave his written ad- 
dress to the steward, with an injunction to deliver it to 
him as soon as he got better. He also having thanked 
the good man for the kind attention which he had expe- 
rienced at his hands, and which he assured him he should 
mention to his Lord, the Duke D'Amalfi, in the terms 
it merited, requested him to have the goodness to send 
Mactalla lo him. 

He immediately withdrew for the purpose, but return- 
ed in a few minutes.....' Yuur servant is not at present 
within, Signor,' said he,' but I have dispatched a mes- 
senger for him.' 

'What can possibly have taken him hence i' asked 
Osmond. 

' What, I make no doubt, will excuse his absence to 
you, Sigoor....love !' cried the steward, smiling; 'the 
pretty granddaughter of old Guiseppe, the shepherd, 
who directed you hither last night, has quite smitten 
him, and he has hied him to her cottagi;, to tell her, I 
suppose, of her conquest.' 

' Foolish fellow,' said Osmond ; ' he should consider, 
ere he suffers himself to fall in love, or make love, 
whether his situation will admit of his marrying, 

whether ' 

Certain recollections stopped all further censure on 
poor Mactalia, and crimsoned his cheeks with blushes, 
tor ant mad veiling on what he had himself been guilty 
of....' Ah,' thought he, as he turned aside to conceal 
from the steward the confusion which the refiection gave 
rise 10, ' how apt are we all to forget our own errors ; 
•f/fyW carefully should we review our own conduct, ere 
^■bttrmii ourselves to censure that of othevs.' 



I 



S2S THE DISCA&DED SOX. 

Mactilla quickly appeared, and vfM ordered bj 
master to procure him either a carriageor horses ' 
diately to return to Naples, an order which he re 
with » deep sigh. In the course of half an hour he 
turned to say that a chaise was at the door, and a *" 
for himself. 

' Then get yourself ready to depart direcdy.' 

* Ready, Slgnor !' Mactaila repeated, in an accent 
prcssive of surprise ; ' I am ready now.' 

' Why surely you cannot think of riding with 
^Dt and a slipper on/ said Osmond, pointing, tt 
spoke, to the legs of Mactaila. 

' I have got a wound,' returned Mactaila, s>^ 
^ievousty as he stooped down to examine them, 
that's the reason, I suppose, wh^ 1 forgot the 
boot i but I'll get it on in a minute,* and he was hu 
log from the room, when Osmond concluding the i 
he spoke of wa's in his leg, caught him hy the arm. 

' No, no, my friend,* cried he, ' God forbid thi 
could be capable of consciously letting any one 
themselves to pain on my account ; you shall dismtsa 
liorse, and ride in the carriage with me to Naples.' 

Mactaila cast a look full of gratitude on his ma 
liis eyes swam in tears, and for an instant he appe 
unable to speak ; then heaving a deep sigh....' I fa 
.Signor,' said he, ' I may venture on horseback, for 
>wound is here,' laying his hand on his heart, 

' Oh, now I understand you,' returned Ostnt 
laughing i ' yes, yes. since your wound is thcr«, 
may, as you say, venture on horseback, so hasten to 
,on your boot ; and here,' drawing forth his purse, * ( 
,tlii3 money, and distribute it, at your own discrvt 
amongst the servants.' 

r Mactaila retired, but in a few minutes retiim< 
say he was ready to depart. Osmond was attend 
i&e carriage by the steward, whom he again thanked 
the civility and kindness he had experienced from " 
and reminded of the paper he had entrusted to hia 
for the unhappy stranger. 

As soon as he found himself again in possession O 
Ipartments at the hotel, he sat down to tranicribc- 
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1 Duke's Irllcr, for the purpnae of sending a copv 
of it to Lord O'Sinislcr, the idea of letting his Lonlship 
■uppoac he had completely inipostd upon him heing in- 
supportable. Besides, he flattered himself revealing to 
lum his knowledge of his villany would be a means of 
preventing any further repetition of it, by inducing him 
to believe that henceforward he should And him on his 
guard. 

The next day he received a summons to the Duke 
Xy A.malti, with whom he had a long interview, and was 
fully iDEtructed in the duties of the situation his Excel- 
lency had appointed him to. He acquainted his Excel* 
lenc)- with his having been indebted to the hoHpitality of 
bis domeuics, but carefully avoided all such particulars 
of hi» recent adventure as could create a suspicion of the 
loss he had sustained, or the baseness of Lord O'Sinis- 
lcr. The first he was unwilling to let hia Excellency 
know, lest he should conceive the divutgement ovving to 
interested motives, nud the second for reasons already 
nentioned. 

From this period he became a Frequent visitor at the 
Amalfi palace, and thus had opportunities of acquiring 
mtay elegant and agreeable acquaintances j he had be- 
sides quite 33 much leisure as he could desire* in consc- 
4]uence of his situation being almost a sinecure, for the 
pursuit of the studies he dehghted in, and excursions to 
all the celebrated places al)out Naples, so gratifying to a 
person of classic taste and vivid imagination. In short, 
at this period his fortunes again began to assume a smil- 
ing aspect, and but for certain recollections and conside- 
ntione, he might have been pronounced in a happy, and 
of course an enviable situation. He could not foi-get the 
fair Cordelia, and he feared he should no more behold 
her, at least till too late for the kind intentions of Jier 
mother resnecting them to be realized. 

Three weeks passed pleasantly away without any thing 
occurring worthy ofnolice, during which he sent several 
limes to enquire after the health of the wounded stran- 
ger, wlio^ he- at length had the satisfaction of hearing pro- 
' ■ ttQfdaJ>8-''i'^W still ,ifl so weak a3tatc.a^,to 
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be interdicted seeing any one, but those wl 
upon him was absolutely requisite. 

While Osmond was thua agreeably spending hii 
Mactalla was not idle. He formed many acquaint 
nmongst the great men of great men, in the nurobl 
which was Mr. Jenltine, the confidant and prime ij 
in all matters of vlllany of Lord O'Sinistcr. ThisI 
ourable gentleman had latterly become extremely jol 
of a needy adventurer, styling himself a German Cj 
though his ignorance sind audacih* evidently bea 
him of low origin, whom Lord O'Sinisler, since H| 
rival at Naples, had taken into his confidence, si 
course pay, to the great diminution of his, Mr. JenH 
emoluments. After devising manyscheraes to rtiiil 
with his employer, but not one of which succeeded 
at length hit upon one, which could not but answ^ 
thought ; this was to betray to Mactalla a plot which! 
had concerted against Osmond, and thus cause itsi 
tration, in such a manner as should lead the pet 
believe it entirely owing to the mismanagement o| 
German, and accordin^y induce him to dismistl 
fiOm his eervice. I 

In pursuance of this resolution, he informed Ma( 
that Lord O'Siniiter, finding he could not banisit 
mond from Naples, of his motives for desiring ^ 
which he pleaded igiiorance, had come to a deten^ 
tici) of attempting his life, by means of the Ge| 
Count, who, in order to obtain an opportunity of ft 
it in such a way as should prevent his being involve 
any disagreeable consequences, had been instrucc| 
seek him out, for the purpose of fastening a quarni 
him. |l 

_ ' Having in vain, however, for some time past sfl 
him at the different public places he was known u 
quent,' pursued Jenkins, ' it has at length been sc 
that the Count, as he styles himself, (though 1 am 
vinced h« has no more right to call himself so than i 
j'ou Of I have) should write to him immediately, a 
ing him of having mentioned his name in a disrcB|li 
wannrTi of wliiclilii»lRvJi>g <loiwaiKft 
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> swear, and demanding satisfactioa for ihe 
Neither denial nor remonstrance on the subject 
are to be attended to ; a duel they are determined to pro- 
voice -, and the Count's second is to play your master ihu 
same iricfc with regard to the pistols, which the French 
Duke did.' 

' Is the person of my master,' asked Mactalla, whose 
counu-nance underwent various contortions, while lUte.n* 
ing to Jenkins, ' known to the German Count, or the fel- 
low he has got to bear evidence for him V 

* No,* replied Jenkins, ' 'tis utterly unknown to them j 
tbe Count was attended to the different places in which 
besought him by Lord O'Sinister in disguise.' 

* His Lordship, 1 suppose, thought you too conscien- 
tious to employ you in this pretty business,' said Mactal- 
lJ^ io rsther an ironical tone, and viewing Mr. Jenkins. 

* I only know,' returned Jenkins, ' that like many other 
people in die world, he thinks more highly of new favou- 
lites than he does of old ones. The German is every 
lliing with him now ; but 1 am mistaken if I have not 
done the rascal's business for him. ...yes, I am convinc- 
ed the failure of the acheon^ now in ag;itatioiv against 
ytxoT muster will occasion his dismission, as my Lord 
wiU (loubdcss attribute it to his bungling ; but rcraem> 
ber. my dear friend, in putting your master up to their 
viUany, you take care not to involve me in any scrape.' 

Mactalla nodded significantly, and then desired to 
Intow at what time the letter he had spoken of might be 
expected ! 

' In the course of the ensuing nioruing,' Jenkins repli- 
ed. 

Mactalla again nodded, and they soon after separated, 
but not without Jenkins requesting to be timely apprised 
of his master's plans with respect to the German, that he 
might have the satisfaction of witnessing his disappoint- 
ment and disgrace. 

The rage and indignation of Mactalla at the nefarious 
plot contrived against his mastei- were so great, that on 
parting with Mr. Jenkins, he felt strongly tempted torc- 
layx to a magistrate, disclose the whole aSkii to liiin, 
jSUave Lord O'Siniq 
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S intendeil murderers. When he came to refld 
ver, on the consummate art of which his Lortlsl 
i piisses^ed, the weight which his rank and fort 
K>u1d give to whatever he said, and (he little prohabiH 
'' 15 of Jenkins being prevailed on to hear evidei 

bainst him, hf abandoned this intention, as otie mt 
^ely to injure than lo sen e his master. Yet to let \ 

jrdship and his hirelings escape punishment 
« thought of. After much deliberation on the aubjei 
' rngih,hiiviiig fully persuaded himself that he nevi 
vork upon his master to do u'hat he wished on ll 
K&ent occasion, formed the rcsohition of taking ihe a 
bir entirely into his own hands, and of course conceidii 
ftfrom him.™' I will, 1 will,' he cried, capering about i 
ie idea struck him ; ' I'll manage it entirely myself, fl 
i by half too quiet for such big rogues ; I'll try if. 
re them of playing any more tricks upon t 



\ He accordingly, in pursuance of this resolution, kt{ 
'loot-out for the expected letter, which at an earfy Ik 
Ac ensuing morning he received from the hands o 
clly wilhdrcw whh it lo his own chai 
Br, where having perused it, he replied to it in d 
"me of his master, appoinliog the Count, who in ll 
let merely expressed a wish for a private confercoi 
^h Osmond, to call upon him at one o'clock, an bof 
Jlwhich he knew his master would be engaged with ll 
Duke D'Amalf). 

s soon as Osmund had set out for his EsceDcncy^ 
If actalla attired himself in a suit of his clothes, and ll 

I the drawiiig-ioom, to await the coiaiDgl 

^expected visitor. The interval of expectaiiouw 

iefiy employed by him in contemplating his figure 

fte glass, and admiring the fashionable air his tasaua 

rioaths had given him....' By St. Benedict,' fried he, i 

lie gazed upon himself, ' but it's a true saying ihut fi 

feathers make fine birds ; if 1 hadn't known who my I 

r was, I should certainly have passed for a gcntlen 

ejes now.' 
Xhe Coiuu was punclual to his appointment ; l»e « 
a by a lad whom Mactoll 
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mVngagCd, and properly instructed foi* the occasion. 
Alter die usual salutations were over....' I have waited 
upon you, Sir,' said the Count, in a gruff tone, and willt 
a frowning aspect, ' about a very unpleasant business.' 

* I am sorry to hear that,' replied Mactalla coolly. 

* Yes, Sir, upon an affair,' and the German tried to 
look important, * which I am afraid will not end but with 
the sacrifice of one.... it may be both ourlives.' 

* Then we are likely to have tight work of it,' observ- 
ed Mactalla. 

* Come, come, Sir, this light manner of speaking is 
uabccoming the alTair in hand, and can answer no other 
eadthan to render still more severe the chastisement yuu 
have provoked from me.' 

' For what, will you be kind enough to tell me f ' said 
Sfactalla. 

' For what '.' repealed the German ; ' do you then pre- 
tend to be ignorant of the injury you have done me, by 
publicly traducing mj character, Sir V 

* And pray who may have told you I did that :' asked 
Mactalla, with a smile, and the most perfect coolness. 

* Who ! I have my witness at hand. Sir,' and as be 
spoke he hastily advanced to the door, and gave adnita* 
sion to a fellow who had accompanied him to the hotcL... 
' This, Sir,' cried he, pointing to the ruffian, as he ad- 
vanced into the room, for such both the business he had 
toiuc upon, and his appearance, proclaimed him to be, 
' is the gentleman, 3 gentleman I must premise to you of 
the strictest honour and veracity, who heard you the 
odier evening, in a public room, call me a gambler and a 
iwindlcr.' 

' Well, if he had,' said Mactalla, ' I dare say be'd 
have heard what he couldn't have given the lie to.' 

' What, this to my face !' thundered out tlie German ; 
' but you shall pay dearly for thus aggravating the insult 
TOU have offered me ; yes, yes, you shall know that the 
Count Schwarten Gluckstade Languesala is not a person 
to be offended with impunity ; it you don't agree to give 
me the satisfaction a gentleman has a right to insist upon, 

■h an occasion, I'll post you for a coward, and ii^ 
icual chastisfment upon vou, wherever and wKec 
I U 3 
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Lever I meet you ; yes, I'll teach you what it ia,' {>acil 
Mhe room as he apoke, in a seeming rage, ' to offem' 

f 'man of honour.... I'll * 

' Softly, softly,' inierrupted Mactaila, • what stgoifi 

putting yourself into such a passion l can't you tafc« pi 

bitern by me, man ! Don't you see bow easy laml WkN 

r 1 am angry, I always make it a point to keepol 

Paetfcool, that I may be able to do what I wish i 

-pleasure to myself and friends. From when you h 

eaid 1 suppose I am (o understand that you wish lin 

opportunity of driving a bullet through my body i 

' Just ao, Sir....ju3t so,' replied ihe German. 

' And why not say so in a quiet civil way ?' a 

■>l3ctalla ; ' one word would just have done as well 

H hundred.' 

' Sir, wrongs like mine are enough to make any n 
Bpeak.' 
1 ' Aye, and fight too, it should seem,' rejoined M 
I ' talla....' And so Mr. what's your name,' turning twi 
■■Count's accomplice, 'you positively say you heardi 
■ the Other night, abusing your good friend here, CoaM 
< C«tmt....oh ! by the Powers, his godfathers and ( 
f- mothers gave hiin too many names for me to ri 
f them.' 

' I'll swear it,' returned the rudian. 
* Oh, you need not give yourself the trouble,' oi 
ViMactaUa, coolly ; ' your word will be believed as reai' 
8 your oath at any lime, 1 am sure.' 

"" ;8, Sir,' vociferated the German, ' as sure as y 

tiamc isMunro, he heard you traduce my characterf 

re trilling, but say at once, will you give mel 

I iftatisf action I requu-e for the injury ? < 

Onlv point out a snug private place to meet ynil 1 

haid Mactaila, and I am your man.' 

The CcuQl turned to his companion, and after a H. 

^'consultation, a lonely field, at a little distance frvml 

nty, was the place appointed for Mactaila to meet I 

In, in the course of an hour. < 

' And as to seconds,' continued the Count, * we n 

well dispense with the attendance of all k 

Fllcraan,' gliincing at his friend. 
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^^MactuUn nodded, as if perfectly satiaficd witli ibia ar- 
t-flngement; and ihe Count having previously charged 
him CO be punctual, withdrew with his companion. 

The instant they were gone, Mactalla took off his mas- 
ter's clothes, and enveloped himself in a great-coat, be- 
neath which he concealed a large oak stick he had pur- 
chased for (he occasion. \Viih the lad then already 
RieDtioned, driving before him a mule furnished with two 
largt; panniers, he proceeded to the place of appointment. 
Within a few yards of it he caused the lad to retire with 
the mule hebind a large clump of trees, and unaccompa- 
nied advanced towards the Count, who with his second 
bad preceded him to the ground. 

He very quietly suffered all the usual preperaiions 
for a duel to be made ; but on the pretended secoiid 
presenting him with a pistol, he in return laid him pros- 
irate at his feet, with a blow of his cudgel, and then 
rushing upon the Count, seized Kim by the collar, and 
clashed the other pistol from his grasp. 

* What's this f or....what»s this for V roared out the 
"atruggling Count, in a terrified accent, and with the 

ghastliness of cowardice and conscious guilt. 

' Merely to shew you,' returned Mactalia, ' how the 
boys in the county of Cork treat such big blackguards 
as you are.' 

So saying, he fell upon the German just as if it was a 
aaclc of com he had to thrash, between every stroke he 
laid upon him exclaiming,...' This is the way, this is the 
way,' to the umitierable amusement of Mr. Jenkins, who 
having called upon him at the hotel, and heard what was 
about taking place, had followed his steps, for the purpose 
of witnessing the disgrace and disappointment of his ri- 
val with Lord O'Sinister. 

The unfortunate German danced, capered, roared, 
supplicated, and finally protested he would have justice. 

• Be easy man, he easy,' cried Mactalia, ' aint I ad- 
^^tering justice as fast as 1 can i you would have 

Rjne an injury, and I in return am inflicting a little 
n^ chastisement upon you, and if this is not justice. 



e companion, who lind merely rei 
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^^H|ow acroBs the Bhoulders, quickly recovered his log 

^^fhiit perceiving Jenkins, and concluding he was come 

^^Hbe assistance uf Mactalla, he took to his heels. 

^^K^ MactalU at length pretty well satisfied with the flagi 

^^lation he had bestowed on the Count, threw him on ti 

ground, and pulling some cords from his pocket, 

t)'ing his hands and legs. While doing this....* Ay 

aye, Mr. Count,' he cried, ' by the Powers, but I thii 

you'll be more careful for the future how you get you 

self into the hands of my countrymen ; you'll not be i 

a hurry again, I think, to hire yourself to blow out tl 

brains of an innocent man. By St. Benedict, I'd g'v 

all I am likely to be worth these ten years, to have t 

opportunity of giving just such another dressing to d 

old rascal who employed you ; but his turn will coa 

yet... .sometime or other he'll meet with his deserts.' 

Haviog finished binding the Count, he called to d 
lad to lead forward, the muLe, which being done, he sei 
cd Count Sch we rtan Gluckstade Langueaala in one 
be panniers, to the great delight of Mr. Jenkins, w] 
lapping him on the shoulder, exclaimed in an cxului 
One....' By the Powers, as you say yourself, my d« 
priend, hut you have done the business.' 

' Neatly, I think,* cried Mactalla, smiling and ruj 
ig his hands, ' neatly j but it's not quite finished yel 

* No ! why what remains to be donp ',' 
L * Why, to balance the Count with as great a scoundl 
llhimself,' and as he spoke he closed with Mr. Jenkid 
Ppped up his heels in a moment, and producing son 

Jwrecord, began binding him as he had done the Couni 
t* -Are you mad, are you mad V roared out Jenkins. 

* No, neither so mad nor so stupid, as not to knoi 
It you placed the part of second tu that abominah" 

old villain, your master, when he attempted the life 
mine, and that with all your heart you would have e 
lered into this second plot against him, had you been r 
quired. Knowing this, you may therefore bless yot 
stars that I let you off so easily ; if you have any regw 
for your back, I advise you to let me know in nme, af 
roguish schemes that may be formed against binru* 
t TIjKil, in spite of all his entreaties, and struggles, l 
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^aced bim in the other pannier, and ordered the lad to 
drive forward the mule. 

Thus did Mactalla enter Naples, and proceed to the 
house of Lord O'Sinister, in the Largo Castilio. He 
knocked at the door in the true style of a precursor of a 
carriage, in consequence of which the porter fully ex- 
pected an equipage was approaching; but not perceiv- 
ing one, he, after stAing a few luiDutts in silence at Mac» 
taUa, enquired, in rather an angry tune, what had mads 
him knock in such a manner i 

' Are you blind,' asked Mactalla, ' that you don't see 
your master's friends i' 
'* Where i' demanded the porter, as did also several 
I Btbcr servants, who were lounging about the hall. 

' Why, yonder,' replied Mactalla, pointing to the 
mule, ^ in that neW'fiishioned carriage.' 

The hursts of laughter which issued from the servants, 
Mthe sight he thus presented to their view....a sight ren- , 
der^d doubly delectable by the hatred they bore Mr. 
Jeakins and the Count, quickly drew the rest of the do* 
mesiics'to the door, who sharing in their mirth, the vp- 
roar became so great as to attract Lord O'Sinister to a 
balcony , to leam the occasion of it. Mactalla no sooner 
espied his Lordship, than rctrcaiing a lilde way from the 
door, so as to command a good view of him, he took off 
his hat and made him a profound reverence; after which 
he smiled significantly in his face, and pointed with his 
thum^ over his shoulder to the mule. Tht-n turning 
round, with Uie assistance of the boy, he took off the 
panniers, and, to use his own words, quietly and c<folly 
emptied their contents upon the flags; after which he 
ag^in saluted his Lordship, with the same air of ironical 
respect he had before done, and retired, followed by the 
shouts and acclamations of the servants, and, we may 
also believe, the anathemas of his Lordship. 

On his return to die hotel, he found his master arrived 
before him, and heard that he had been enquiring ibr 
him....' I can't help it,' cried he, in reply to the waiter, 
who informed bim he did not appear pleased at finding 
■ ' J abaent j ' a man can't be here, and everj' where, at 
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, * What's the matier V aiked Oamood, wb 
Jlcard these words, us he enlei ed the room. 

* Matter !....matter enough hiive I had upon my h 
this lilt^ssed day, ur 1 wonder at it,' returned he.. J 
ihc Piiwcrs, but that Count what-do-you-call-hioi. 

It strong feltow»..ir he had Ijccn bom iti Englan 
Irclanil, where hi-'d have g'^t a little courage from thi 
ample of others, 1 shouldn't have found it quite bo 
» matti^r to trounce him as I did j hut as it was, I tl 
] have trimmed his jacket neatly for him. ...Ha ha, 
Scowcrten Backslide Long'as-a-s9llct....that you ai 
'long as twenty of them, you'll not be in a hurry a 
I think, to undertake such a barbarous bueiuess.' 

* What do you mean i' demanded Osmond with qt 
oess, and turning round to survey him. 

* Oh ! nothing mare than that... that old sinner h 
square yonder hasn't left off his tricks yet.' 

* Explain yourself,' said Osmond, i.-\ idently agita 
' That I will,' replied Mactalla. He according^ 

lated to Osmond all that had lately occurred. 

Unspeakable was the amazement and indignatia 
Osmond, at the particulars he communicated to 
The silence which he had hitherto maintained wil 
gard to Lord O'Sinister's conduct towards him, lie < 
no longer think, of preserving ; it seemed to him thi 
safety demanded his being explicit on the subject, 
accordingly resolved on acquainting the Duke H'A 
with the whole of it, and requesting his inteifei 
vith his Lordship. 

l^is Excellency had just set off for a villa some 1 
distant from Naples, with a large party of frienda 
thither Osmond deieimined to follow him immcdil 
as indeed he had been invited to do. A chaise v 
cordingly sent for, and in the course of an hour aft 
return from the field of battle, both Mr. Mactalli 
his master were on their way to the residence of htl 
cellcncy. This villa, like the one at which they hi 
ccived succour for the wounded stranger, was rich i 
tival and artificial beauties ; the house itself, buU) 
aa airy lighutess suit^ile u^ the climate, was a i 
*" " - •■ .... n. jj^ ^j. ,„j,j|jig I 
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JUHL-ou either side with antique statues, led lo 
t^vettibte, auppoitcrt by severut btuutiful Corinthian 
llnrs, and opening into a spacious saloon enlightened by 
dome of richly-stained glass, and decorated with all 
i»t painting and sculpture could do for its embellish- 
lent. When the doors leading from this to the aitting- 
loms, and again the outer ones that opened from these 
lartments into diflerent parts of the grounds, were 
irown open, a scene of grandeur, beauty, and variety, 
as presented to the view, that defied description. 

A classic taste was every where apparent in the dispo- 
tionof the grounds: a pleasing solemnity prevailed in 
ont of the edifice ; the lawn on which it stood was sha- 
3wed with noble cedars ; and over a winding stream ad- 
■ining this, and half shrouded from view by clustering 
tickets, a rude bridge was thrown, bespread with moae 
id ivy I and ending in the arched entrance of aiime- 
ruclt temple, the ruins of wbicii, scattered amidst the 
:ep masses of shade that covered the steep banks at this 
de, gave a picturesque effect to the whole. At the 
ax of the house, spacious walks extended, margined 
tth parterres of the choicest flowers, and divided by 
roves of orange trees, and thickets of myrtle and roses ; 
Din hence was caught a distant view of the glittering 
nres of Naples, backed by ranges of mountains graduat- 

feding into the air, and o'ertoped by Mount Vesuvi- 
Lf casting up fire and smoke, and veiling at intervals the 
■ight azure of the cloudless skies, while through the 
xuriant foliage of the elevated woods, the eye looked 
»wn upon the blue waters of the bay, enlivened by the 
{be sails of innumerable vessels, and on its matchless 
lores. 

At this delightful retreat, at which Osmond arrived 
ist as its beau tica were beginning to be veiled by the 
titclcs of twilight, he found a large party assembled, and 
iisy in preparing for a masquerade, that was to be given 
Wt ni^t. As soon as he had paid his compliments to 
te Duke, who professed himself very agreeably surprised 
y his having so speedily followed him from Naples, Oa- 
dnot having said any thing when they parted, calcu- 
B'make his Excellency imagine such was his ir" 
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I lioni he retired to change his dress, Qiid equip hinta^ 
I -the approaching entertaiDOient, which he did by men 
k ■sRuming a mask and domino ; but neither the novcl^ 
L the scene, (it being the first time he had ever been t 
L CDtcnainoient of the kind,) the magnificence that et^ 
f where met his view, the harmonious strains that flo) 

lugh the apartments, nor the gaiety of the < 
I diat filled them, could divert the uneasiness that pn^ 
I ffd upon him, or for an instant dissipate the corroding re>:1 
I Sections the unaccountable conduct of Lord O'Sinisler 
^hnd excited. At lengih, fatigued with a scene, in the 
[pleasures of which he could not participate, he withdrew 
Lto the garden, which was partially illuminated. The 
K, lighted alleys, which were nearly as crowded as the room, , 
\ he soon forsook for a distaat walk bordered with beauofiltj 
L groves, and where no other light prevailed than the 
j ahadowy light shed by the moon, now slowly rising aT 
I the wooded hills, nor any sound saye the soft sighia 
[ .the zephyrs, and the murmuring of waters. 

To the imposing tranquillity of this scene, the imta 

l.of smond's feelings gradually yielded. In a not unp 

I «aut reverie, he wandered on till he came to the term 

1 of the walk, which gradually expanded, and en 

tin a large grass plat, of oval form, in the centre of w| 

iWasa light circular temple of white marble, at eachi 

«of which played a beautiful fountain. Osmond set 

4limaelf in the temple, and gazed around him with 

Jiveliest admiration. The grass plat w.is margined l 

e most delicious shi-ubs, and round the gpacioua i 

^ ihat encompassed it the groves compleatly swept, ' 

uuicttig in the rear, formed deep shades, now partiallj) 

vered by the moon ; but what particularly attracted' 

regard was, the beauty of the statues that decorated 

fifountains. After silting some time to enjoy the pnifo 

s that reigned in this part of the gardeni and 

Itleli^htful freshness of the air, rendered co<A by tbq 

g waters, he arose for die purpose of examil 

thetn. As he walked round one of the faunt>im« 

Buddenly became motionless wiih admiration, atj 

■ight of a figtire seated on the edge of the white nu 

^aspn, the hcud averted, and represenimg a rcmnlc tg 
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Me of the most profound melancholy... .The soft- 
■'aeSB'of the drapery, the exciuisitcmanner in which the 
symmetry of the form was revealed through it, and the 
striking pensiveness of the attitude, filled Osmond wilb 
no less wonder than admiration. While gazing, as if 
spell-bound, on this matchless spscimcn of art, he fan- 
cied he heard a deep sigh ; he listened attentively, but 
the sound not being repeated, concluded his ear had de- 
ceived him. At last his eye wandered in a different di- 
recUon : quickly, however, it reverted to (he object that 
had so fascinated it... He started, as it did, for the atti- 
tude appeared changed....' But, no, no,' he cried, after 
gazing for an instant with a kind of fearful v/ontler on 
the figure....' no, it cannot be.... my senses, bewildered 
by the various objects that have lately met my view, de- 
ceive me.. ..yet no,' he csclaimed, ' for the head now 
evidendy muves.' 

He made an effort to seize the figure, as he saw it 
lising from the fountain ; but with a piercing shriek it 
duded his grasp, and flew towards the walks up which 
'he had come.... He impulsively pursued. The agitation 
iafp which the incident had thrown him, made him feel 
ttis mask suffocating ; he tore it off, and flung it away. 
■ In a few minutes he came up with the flying fugitive.... 
'he gently seized her robe, and besought her not be 
alarmed. 

' Oh, Heavens !' she instantly exclaimed, jn an under- 
^ne^ and the next moment dropt, apparently fainting, in 

* Good God, of what has my temerity been the cause !' 
cried Osmond. 

He look..d wildly round him for assistance, but per- 
ceived no one at hand to adkninister any ; and after a 
litde hesitation, res lived on bearing bis fair burthen to 
the temple wliich he had just occupied. On depositing 
Iter there, he tonk off her mjak, in order to let her have 
flie full benefit of the air, and eagerly casting liis eyes on 
her features, beheld those of his lovely Cordelia. 

The rapture of this moment seemed to compensate to 
'VM^^r all the pain he had suffered on her account. JJ^^^B 
^^^Bd her to his bosom... .he ptutmuacitd \u.t ^Wln^^^^^l 



THE DISCAADBD SON. 

me sorest, gentlest accent... .he kissed, unconscious^ 
perhaps, as well as involuntarily, her cheek, pale and ct * 
nt the instant, as the marble ot which, but a few mtnutl 
before he had imagintrd her composed. At length shU 
began to shew signs of returning animation....* Whei ' 
■jipiin 1 i' she exclaimed, in a tremulous tone, as, her eyt 
t^t^ning, she looked wildly about her. 

' Safe,s fe, my beloved. ...my Cordelia !' cried th« c. 
IfBptured Osmond, with irrepressible emotion. 

* Ah ! now I recollect all,' she replied, lifting her eyef 1 
his face as she raised her head from his shoulder.-, j 
SGood Heaven, how little did I imagine I should have 
' let you here !' 
' And as little,' replied Osmond, ' did I imagine such 

lilwppiness in store for me. Oh! my may I,' he 

V>^ed, in a somewhat timid accent, • may I again ven- 

_ , my Cordelia, what have I not suffered since 

Wc parted ! but of this,' and he gently took her hand, 

fcXyou must be a judge, when I tell you I despaired of 

wer meeting you again,' 

'Per.. ..perhaps,' in a low and hesitating accent, re- 
turned Miss Raymond, making an effort, but a vain one, 
to withdraw her hand from his, ' it would have been bet- 
ter for both if we never had.' 

Osmond started ....the chitlneas of death seemed to 
fasten on his heart...." Better !' he repeated with difficul- 
ty....' better that we had never met again ! Oh, Miss Ray- 
• niond !...,But I will not reproach you...the inequality of 
our fortunes forbids such a measure.' 

' As would justice..., as would humanity ! did ^ 
know the motive which actuated me to say ao.....YeBj^ 
repeat, since destined to part for ever, it would KtH 

I been belter if we had never met again.' 
fc*Topart for ever!' repeated Osmond, clasping ij 
Binds. 
W Miss Raymond for an instant raised her's 
peaveii, with a despairing look, and then pressed tfael 
jfia her bosom. 
* That this should be the case,' she cried, * that a Ii 
teg separation between us is ine^ itable, you wiU g 
der, when 1 tell you that 1 am ' 



XU£ DISCARDED SON. 342 



^^^b, fl^)eak !* cried Osmond....' la pity, in compas- 
tSon^ Eutd he ilropi kueding at her feet OQ finding her 
pause, ' declure why wc must part....ignoraQce on such a 
8ul>J£r.t is not endurable.' 

* Thai I um,' rtsuracd Miss Raymond, alter pausing 
a frw minutes, durmg which her face was covered with 

her linndkerchief, ' the... But see,' she added, with a 

£aint scream, starting up and stretching her arms over 
Ae shoulders of Osmond, as he still continued kneeling 
before her....' see my mother !' 

Ostnontlat these words hastily arose, and half turning, 
beheld a lady ascending the steps, in whose features, on 
advancing, he recognized those of Mrs. Kayn^ond. She 
suddenly stopt, and after surveying him and her daugh- 
ter alternately for n minute, with the most scrutinizing 
earnestness, exclaimed, in an accent expressive of asto- 
Dtshment as well as agitation.. .' Good Heaven ! Mr. 
Munro here !' 

Miss Raymond, in trembling accents, accounted to her 
far being in the temple, attributing her having quitted 
the house to her having been overcome by tlie heat and 
Bobe. 

' Have you explained to Mr. Munro,' demanded 
Mrs. Raymond, with evident emotion, ' the ' 

Miss Raymond's eyes fell beneath the enquiring glance 
of her mother.... ' 1 intended to have done ao,' she said ; 
V but. * 

* Retire then, my love,' returned her mother, ' and I 
will take the painful task upon myself.' 

Miss Raymond bowed in sign of acquiescence, and 
Advanced to the steps. Osmond involuntarily started 
forward to hand her down ihem....' Are all my dreams 
of happiness then come to this ?' he cried, in a tone of 
bitterness, as he presented his hand, or rather gently 
took her's....' After being allowed to entertain such 
hopes....to indulge in such expectations, must I for ever 
be compelled to give you up '.' 

Miss Raymond sighed....she hesitated.... she paused 
on the last step. 

fto know the pain is mutual, which the disappoint- 
f the expectations you allude tooccasiott^^oiw^- 
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J )'ou any conaqlation, receive riiat consolatioD noil 
e said, in a low and trembling voice....' receive it wi 
py best wishes for your returning happiness.... M ay .•■•■r 
I ' Mr. Munro,' said Mrs. Raymond, coming forwar 
Ind with an impatience in her looks, which proved Iv 
Rnxioua to prevent any further conversation between hil 
nd her daughter, ' I request your immediate attentin 
' Osmond started. ...sighed. ...pressed, for an instant, H 
remhiing hand of the lovely Cordelia to his sinkii 
ind tlien reluctantly, most reluctantly, resignit 

ccnded the steps to Mrs. Raymond A silen 

R few minutes ensued.— Mrs. Raymond then begai^ 
" lost painful, as I have just said, is the task I h» 
upon myself; equal to the happiness I should ha 
fcrived from realizing the hopes I gave birth to m yo 
lOsom, is the anguish 1 feel at being compelled to i 
ilroy them.' 
'Compelled!' repeated Osmond, involuntarily, 
' with reproachful bitterness....' Ah, Madam ! acknoi 
ledge that when you inspired them, you were not so sc 
sible of your daughter's value as you are now.' 

' Your surmise is most unjust,' returned Mrs. Ra 

mond with quickness * 1 solemnly protest, in the aig 

of Heaven, that the change in my intentions respects 
you, is occasioned neither by pecuniary nor ambitio 

niotives, but entirely by your having ' 

. ' What!' exclaimed Osmond, grasping her hn 
Icarcely conscious of what he was about, his very sc 
"ippearing to hover on his lips....' Oh, Madam, in me. 
' rolong not the tortures ol suspence.' 

' Raised your hand against the life of her father!' s 

hlrs. Raymond, finishing the sentence which a 

||Bd interrupted. 

' Raised my hand against the life of her father !..«! 

e of Mr. Raymond '.' repeated Osmond, aghasti a 

■opplng the hand which he had seized....' Great Gq 

Tvho has accused me of such a crime ? Tell mc, tell n 

IVIadam,* in vehement accents he continued, the pad 

nesB of horror giving way to the glow of rage and int" 

nation. * who the vile calumniator is, that I may fa 

confess he has given utterance to a falschood.*^ 
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! would to Heaven you could convince me thai 

4k accusation was n falsehood... .would lo Heaven you 
could convince me that your hand was never raised 
against Lord O'Sinister.' 

' Lord O'Sinisier !' repeated Osmond, staring wUdly 
at iter....* Lord O'Sinister !' he again uttered, with al- 
nost breathless emotion....' But.. ..but,' and he trembled 
through a prophetic fear, ' Lord O'Sinister and Mr. 
Raymond are not one.* 
' Alas ! too truly.' 

Again horror struck, Osmond recoiled a few paces.... 
* Gracious heaven !* he inwardly exclaimed, as he lean- 
ed bis trembling frame against a pillar, ' what a disco- 
very ! His Lordship's motives for wishing to force me 
from Naples are now explained. 13ut for imposing up- 
on me in the manner he has dooe....for shrouding him- 
self from my knowledge under a fictitious name, what 
can have been the cause i Oh how more successful 
would he have checked my growing partiality for his 
daughter, by at once dicovering himself to me, than by 
the measures he adopted for the purpose ; had he at 
once revealed to me who the fair object of my admira- 
tion was, honour and gratitude would ha^'e united to op- 
pose my rising passion.' 

That Mrs. Raymond, or as she should henceforth be 
be called. Lady O'Sinister, had received an erroneous 
statement of all that had passed between him and his 
Lordship, her words implied. As Osmond reflected on 
this* a faint hope spruag in his mind, that perhaps, if 
undeceived on the subject, she might again be induced 
to give countenance to his wishes respecting her daugh- 
ter>.-thQsc wishes which she had so contributed to 
strengthen ; at all events, he deemed it due to his cha- 
racter, toendeavour to clear it from the aspersions which, 
he made no doubt, had been thrown upon it. He accord- 
in^y, having endeavoured to collect his tlioughts, so 
ag to be enabled to speak with some degree of comiKi- 
surCf again approached her ; scarcely, however, had he 
commenced his intended vindication, ere she interrupt- 

unnccessary for you, believe me.' al* «\e.&^ 
VV2 
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^B* to enter into any vindication of your conduct j my es 

teem, my regard for you remain underainished Yo 

loolc astonished at this asacrtion, wondering, no doub 
at my inteniiona concerning you bt:ing changed, sind 
my opinion of you continue the same ; but to accoui) 
for their being 5,0, know that the public in general areal 
fully persuaded of your having attemjHed the life of he 
father, that for me to sanction your union with m 
daughter, would be to draw upon myself a lasting op 

* And who, who,' demanded Osmond, indignanti] 
' is the person who has impressed such a belief on ifl 
public mind ?' 

' A person,' relumed her Ladyship, emphatically 
' whose rank, fortune, and specious manners, gv 
weiglit to whatever he asserts. Enquire no furtm 
but allow me to employ the few minutes we can reinai 
together, in explaining to you the situation 111 which:^ 
stand with my Lord, arid the motivta which actuate 
me to think of acting contrary to his inclination, in th 
disposal of his daughter.' 

Osmond bowed, to evince his being all attention, ani 
her Ladyship thus proceeded. 

' Lord O'Sinister and I have long been on such termi 
as would, some years back, have induced me to consei 
to, or rather propose a separation, but t^iat I was aware 
could not separate myself from him without separatia 
myself also from my daughter j rather, therefore, thil 
forego her society, abandon the sacred duties of a iin 
ihcr, and expose her to the pernicious influence of Batter 
and corrupt society, I determined 00 continuing at whs 
I could not help considering my proper pos^ Innumij 
lable were the mortifications which this determinatia 
drew upon me ; but for all I have been move than coffl 
pens atcd ...Fir Et, by the consciousness of having doQ 
my duty, and secondly, by tlie affection, tenderness, aa 
virtues of my Cordelia..>.virtues of which, from the fin 
dawn of reason, she gave the fairest promise. CoDvine 
ed by sad e^tperience, that the most splendid is not alwa^ 
tie happiest station, I have cl*ay3 been more ao" 

t'ttiy daughter's union with a man of principle ti 
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ith your connexions, your character, your pur- 
l^teid principles, 1 have bug been iniimately ac- 
nted.>..what I thought of these, my sanctioning the 
iality between you and her must better testlty thaii 
da. 1 quickly perceived, and resolved on cncourag- 
it, having in my own hands the power of launching 
ioiolife, in a manner suitable to her birth ; and feel- 
convinced that she could not make a choice more cal- 
itcdlo ensure her happiness, 1 looked forward to the 
,od of your union with impatience, as to a period in 
ch she would be snatched from the caprices of a ty- 
nical father, and I restored to domeetic feligity....tO 
those social delights to which I had long been astran- 
in the house of my husband : in short, I indulged in 
lousaud exquisite anticipations, which arc now all, 
1 ! like the airy fabric of a vision, dissolved, without 
?ing a wreck behind.' 

Oh, Madam,' in a voice scarce audible, crietl Os- 
ad, * in pity spare me !....Dwcll not, dwell not, I con- 
B you, on the felicity that has been thus tornfrom my 
ap-' 

■Pardon me,' said Lady O'Sinistcr, in a voice al- 
st as broken as his own, and laying a trembling hand 
)n his arm,,..' To be brief.,. -my Lord conceived a 
picion of my designs respecting you... .this suspicion 
3 sufficient to induce him to contrive a pretext for re- 
iving me and Miss Aihelstone immediately from the 
vi. We left it under the idea of returning to it in the 
irae of an hour; hut instead of allowing this, he took 
to ahouse which had, previously to his coming to Na- 
s, been engaged forhim, where he had recourse to pre- 
itions that rendered it utterly impossible to have any 
iMniinication with you. The restriction on his daugh- 
»a liberty and mine continued till after your unfonu- 
te rencontre with him.' 

' Oh, Madam,' exclaimed Osmond, ' I cannot avoid 
inking that affair has either been grossly mlsrepresent- 
, or ctueUv exaggerated to you. The most insulting 
tifices ' 

K perfectly aware of all,' interrupted Lady O'Si- 
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against you j but my believing you innocent is 
have already said, sufficient, except the world 
in that opinion. Were I, in consequence of acd 
you in my own mind, to bestow my daughter oim 
am convinced I should forfeit that esteem which 
hitherto retained, though not without many pain 
crifices, my Lord, to tr)' and lighten the enormin 
own conduct, having made it a point to villify tiu 
proceeding which compelled me to be rigidly a 
apcct in all my actions. Hitherto, in conaeqij^ 
this circumspection, his slanders have gained na| 
But the world is prone to ill- nature ; *tis erer G| 
rob you of the applause it bestows. Besides, it] 
from appearances, and 1 therefore make no doubUj 
in the slightest instance I deviated from propriety, 
more gave my daughter to the man who is generj 
lieved 10 have raised his hand against the life of i 
ther, 1 should unhesitatingly be accused of havin) 
ed the part of a hypocrite to this period, and 1 
ever after an object of calumny. That the censure 
we are conscious of not deserving, we should disi 
you may perhaps say ; but when you reflect on ' 
miliations to which the female who slights the 
opinion is exposed, I am persuaded you'll concui 
me in thinking that she cannot be too tenacious Q 



CHAP. XVI. 

* < Hc«t ihe ncwi 

Utait-iiTuck, witb chilling gripe of tatri 
Tbtt ill bi) leoiH baundi' 



A DEEP sigh was Osmond's rcspo 

this observation of Lady O'Sinisler. After a 

pause.../ To what is inevitable,' resumed her Lad 

* your good sense will, I trust, sood recoacile ' 

I aiuteadeavourto forget........* ' 
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^B Madam,' hastily interrupted Osmond, am 

with something of reproachful bitterness ' 
, * recollectwhat the poeisays.... 

• or ill afBictioni iiught ■ lover yet. 
Til lure tbe hiideil uienee to fcirg«i.' 
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But to indulge recollections that can only agnize, is 
cness,' returned her Ladyship....' Remember, that 
lose to whom much has been Riven, much will be 
cted....from superior sense aind a cultivated mind, 
E than common exertions will be looked for. Come,' 
•A she, tenderly preBsing his arm, and looking anxi- 
|r in his face, ' let me not part from you under the 
ienhig idea of your yielding to this disappointment.... 
nise me to exert yourself.' 

rime, Madam,' said Oiimond, respectfully pressing 
iand she rested on his arm, and half averting his 
to avoid her's ' time may enable mc to o\-ercome 

win it inflicts j but '[is only time that can ' 

Oh, would to God,' cried Lady O'Sinister with evi- 
Ijr irrepressible emotion, and clasping his hands be- 
ll her's....' would to God my Lord could be pre- 
d on to render you that justice he owes you.,., could 
tduced to make you the only adequate atonement in 
lower, for the injuries he has done you, by bestow- 
119 daughter on you.' 

smond sighed and shook his head despondently, for 
ell was he convinced, might he 







Andbidthamii 
Ai well u» qii» 
Why he hith oi. 
Al well forbid 1 
To wag (heir big 
When ihey are fr 
Aiwell do any 1 


■flood bale hit uiuil height.... 
lonwilh the wolf, 
dr the ewe bleat rorlheU»bf 
le mounlain pinea 

elifd w^^hlhegu•t.ofheIyell.. 
it,g^.o.th.rd.■ 



?ie to induce his Lordship to act in this manner, 
b Lordship's persecuting enmity towards me,' 
ed, ■ forbids my indulging any expectation of the 
H^Oh! Madam, for this enmitj'.... for his wishi 
t> conceal himself from my knowledge, 
any reason ?' 
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* To say I could not, would be to utter a falsehood,' 
KtprDed her Ladiship,' but motives of the niiiat deli- 

ure enjoin me silence on the subject. Time may 

mveil much to your knowledge ; hut Ic-t the discuveria 

F^u may yet make be what they ma} , I trust ihey % 

Pnever banish from your recollection whose fatherj 

[vhose husband Lord O'Siniater k.' 

■ Good Gud r exclaimed Usmoud, in the m08t ^ 

I Jimt agitation, ' what mystery is couciied beneath i 

I words .'.... Explain, explain. Madam, 1 conjure you,j 

I'impott ot them ! You have put me on the rack by v' 

' e said.....TeU me, has Lord O'Sinister done j 

y greater wrong than I am aware of !' 

Lady O'Sinister appeared alarmed and confused i| 

ll'Ais question....' I repeat,' returned she, ' what Ih ~ 

*^istsaid, that relative to every part of his conduQtfl 

ready known to you, my lips are sealed. I I 

rounded and outraged my feehngs, by the explicit n 

n which I have already spoken of him ; nothing-l 

ri^aolute necessity could have induced me to violate^ 

tlfws of delicacy and decorum, by mentioning hiiq 

Vich terras. To prevent, however, any unnecessary fl 

easiness, permit me to assure you, that whatever ^ 

the nameless wrongs he meditated, they have been q 

ilered abortive, by that good Providence which | 

watches over the children of the virtuous man.' 

* HaT exclaimed Osmond, racoiltDg a few pace!'!!, 
diese words, his eyes kindling, his cheeks flushiDg^M 
crimson, his breathing short, and interrupted by em"" 
tion....' The children, said you ?....! now begin to dev 
lope the mystery.-. my sister !'.,.. He paused. ...paused M 
reflect on the various circumstances, which, as they g 
dually occurred to his recollection, confirmed his 
rare of his sister's destruction having been attcmpl 
by Lord O'Sinister. The sudden manner in whicE 
had made an offer of his patronage to his father... 
immediately sending him from his family.. ..the «i(ii 

I audden way in which Elizabeth, after long elogizine; 
[ tiOrdfthip, had ceased speaking of him... .the bn^enbr 
, the hatred, the contempt in which Delacour held htli 
tht vile character which hia Lady gave him, all w1 
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C Osmond, convinced him tliat he was not mia- 
fcen in this supposition....' Yes, yes, the veil is now com- 
etely rent away,' he cried, ' and he stands confessed a 
onster of depravity.... yes, I now perceive that the ge- 
erosity which called forth such warm, such heartfelt ac- 
nCTwledgments, was assumed for the purpose of betray- 
ig innocence.,.. that he only affected henevolence, to ob- 
am an opportunity of inflicting wounds, which human 
oty could not have heated ; but he shall not go unpu- 
nnied. It was not his fault that my sister escaped hlB 
nares, and by Heai'en he shall experience the punish- 
nent he merits, for ever having sought to involve her in 
hetn. His real character shall no longer remain un- 
tnown ; to the infamy, the scorn he merits, he shall im- 
tRdiately be exposed ; and oh, may every pang he has 
nvta to the bosoms of those I love be doubled in his 
ttni J in the horrors of remorse may his nights be spent 
.-his days in vain efforts to elude them ; may ' 

* Go on,' interrupted Lady O'Sinister, in a tone of the 
nost reproachful bitterness ; ' call down still deeper ma- 
Mictions on his head ; to complete his punishment, 
nay that he may go childless to his grave." 

Osmond started, arid instantly recollected himself. 
„* Ah, Madam,' he exclaimed, * surely the severity 
tf^at speech was not merited. ...surely some little al- 
owances should be made for feelings like mine !....yet 
[acknowledge. ...candidly acknowledge m)-se!f in error, 
or having suffered them to transport me so far in your 
iresenc*. 

' Be assured I neither wonder at, nor resent their hav- 
Dg done so,' replied her Ladyship ; ' but though I ac- 
knowledge this, I cannot forbear conjuring you to mo- 
lerate their violence.... My Lord has not escaped pu- 
tuhment, believe me, and that too of a severe nature, for 
Jw injury he meditated against your sister, and I so un- 
ortuiiMtely, by means of an unguarded exprt- ssjon, have 
ieorayctl to you ; let the knowledge of this, therefore, ap- 



^CltBG your resentmcr 



a its dictates would be 



^bet ray to your father what he ut preset is happily ig- 
^H&^f, and thus, in ull probaliility, draw greater evils 
^HKur fiunily, than any they have yeX e-c^tjtvcn.'ie.ft.. 
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■ X>et me conjure you, therefore to, think no more of ^ 
mjou have so uucxpectedly discovered.' i 

■ ' I will not promise what is impossible,' answered, 
ftvond, after a silence of some minutes, during whicl 
ftjippeared buried in reflection. ' My senses must b< 
Ijdctely steeped in forgetfulness, ere I can cease t 
Fof what I have heard ; but I will promise to leave i 
Ithchandof Heaven, to avenge the wrongs of the iujui 
L * Enough,' said Lady O'Sinister ; * that promise e 
I xletely satisfies me : and now, my dear~..dear ya 
[friend, we must part ; a long interval may elapse erf 
Kineet again ; but trust me, neither time nor distiuice 
l^Iessen the regard I entertain for you.. ..nothing but j 
BderelictioD from the virtues which made me adopt 
I idea of giving you the treasure of my life can dimii 
I it. To hear of your happiness, to be instrumental e 
I will add to mine.. ..Of the liberal patron you have fi 
tin the Dute P'Amalfi, I am not ignorant ; but ehl 

ou in process of time find a continuance in this coi^ 
mplcasant.... should you, in short, require another frii 
I trust, instead of stacking a new ooe, you will applj 
fyour old one.' 

' Oh, Madam,* cried the greatly agitated Osmond 
ost convulsively grasping the hand which, as ah( 
red the last words, she extended to him, ' this is 
kindness.. ..since doomed to lose the pleasure resu) 
am your society, aggravate not the pangs of that da 
my giving me still greater reason to regard you.' 

Adieu, then,' returned her Ladyship and for aj 
t she pressed with fervour his band between b 
pmay ficaven bless and forever prosper you; ii| 
,' shall I cease considering vou as my soa....Dq 
,' she repealed, but in an uiidir and broken v ' 
?Bhall I cease lamenting your not being so in reality 
ifrhen again bidding him adieu, she broke from him 
|)recipitately retired. 

Osmond, with despairing eyes, pursued her rer.e^ 

Kfteps ; when she was no lunger visible, lie threw d 

pelf, in an agony too gr; a tar description, upon the 

|fhere they hafl parted..,.' Thus thus, tliea' be »'i 

rexclaimed, ' end all my fond, my flattering hopes! 
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vliy>.<-vrhy was I permitted to indulge in auch, since dca- < 
lined to have them disappointed !' 

He now raved with all the violence of resentment 
against the cruel and unprincipled author of his unliappi- 
oess ; then again softened into tenderness at the recollec- 
tion of Lady O'Sinister's kindness. Her conduct now 
appeared to him in a more noWe light than it had ever 
(tone before ; since, irom the explanation that had just 
taken place, he was convinced she had been actuated to 
give him her daughter.. ..the treasye of her life, as she 
•mphaticatly stj-led her, chiefly by 'wish to make atone- 
tnent to him for the injuries his family had experience*! 
from her Lord. When he thought of those injuries.... 
when he thought of Lord O'Sinister's having meditated 
the destruction of his sister, he spumed at himself for 
regretting the idea of not being allied to him : but the 
feelings which occasioned this indignation against him- 
»clf, were but transient ; love, almighty love, qaicldy re- 
sumed his empire over him, and every nerve throbbed 
with anguish at the thoughts of being for ever separated 
from Cordelia. In the bitterness of disappointment he 
was at first tempted to accuse Lady O'Sinister of sacri- 
flciog too much to the public opinion i but a little reflec- 
tioD convinced him a woman of delicacy could not have 
acted on the present occasion in any other manner than 
she did. 

From the temple he repaired to the spot where he 
had so unexpectedly beheld the lovely girl. He threw 
himself on the sod which her feet had so recenUy press- 
ed, he bent over the waters which had reflected her 
image, and with which he had every reason to believe 
her tears had mingled. ...Yes, her sighs, her attitude, her 
with- drawing from the gay and brilliant assembly in the 
house, all convinced him that sorrow was seated at her 
, heart, aa did equally her exclamation, her fainting, at dis- 
covering him, that he was the cause of that sorrow. 

He continued wandering about the gardens till the 
dawn of morning, when perceiving he could no longer 
escape observation in them, he retreated to the house, 
and desired to he shewn to a chamber.. ..This being 
done, Mactalla, but without being called foi,\«%& %«:«l 

Vol. II. X 
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Ito him. Absorbed in the most saddening reflecti 
Osmond for some time heeded not the strange grtmi 
and broben exclamations of his valet. At length he 
roused to something like attention, by Mactiilla's sav 
as he took his coai from him....' How unfortunate, I 
r unfortunate !' and tutning hastily to him, dcmac 
[' what J 

loihing,' replied Mactalla, as he folded up 
L coat, and laid it upon a chair, ' but that you should fa 
I love with the daughtw of the devil.' 
[ . * How !' exclaimed Osmond, starting, and surve] 
[ bim with a kind of wild earnestness. 

' Aye, its loo true,' relumed Mactalla. ' I have fo 
f It all out.' 

' Found what out ;' nsked Osmond, with the uto 
I impatience ; ' don't let me be tortured now with on 
I. your round-about stories.' 

|> ' *Oh faith I wiah the story I have to tell you wai 

I tweet as it is shDrt.,..A9 I was amusing myself on 

I lawn with looking at the company coming and going, i 

l< ditncing about in groups, like fairies by moonlight, % 

should 1 see but your beautiful mistress, and her ha 

some mother, coming towards a carriage, with that' 

fox, Mr. Raymond, as I thought him....Oh ho, sayi 

to myself, on seeing them, here will be good news 

, roy master ; so I turned to a servant of the Duke's % 

Was with me, and asked him where that gentleman, a 

"Enff at Mr. Raymond, lived ?.... What, Lord O'Sinisi 

laid he ....Lord O'Siiiister, repealed 1 ; pho, pho, no, 

f l<ord O'Sinister, but that gentleman ....and I again lo 

KCd at ihe supposed Mr, Raymond ....Why, man, I 

" ou, said he, that the gentleman you are looking i 

rfird O'Sinister, an English Nobleman, who has a * 

Jjoining my Lord's, with whom he has lately bcoj 

Byetj' iniitnate.' 

* Intimate !' echoed Osmond, involuntarily, and « 
p presagcfiil idea, that if this were true, he ftbould: 
feiich longer enjoy the friendship of his Kxeellettcy. . 
' Yis,' replied Mactalla, '1 enciuircd intoalltbct 
Hilars, and so found tliat it was true enough.* 
» 1 hope,' said Osmond, ' you made no ol:>servstion 
dvc to his Lordship.' 
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* Me !' returned Mactalla, somewhat confused, ' no 
, noeaworddid I say about him.' 

* Not one word V asked Osmond, in an incredulous 

* No, by the Powers, not one, but that he was an old 
rogue, and that it was a thous.md pit'ws be didn't break 
h» neck clambering over the Appenmnes.' 

* Ah, I thought something of the kind,' cried Osmond, 
shaking his head ; * in future I must request, nay insist, 
on your silence with regard to him.' 

He then extorted a promise to this eifect from Mac- 
talla, dismissed him. and threw himself half undressed 
Upon the couch, which he quitted in the course of a 
few hours, without having once closed his eyes, and with 
both an aching head and heart, and also a resolution 
not to touch on the subject which he had left Naples 
for the purpose of consulting with the Duke on, since 
he had discovered Lord O'Sinister to be the fatlier of his 
Cordelia. 

While dressing, Mactalla made his ajipearance, and 
brottght him a message from his Excellency, request- 
ing his company to breakfast, tete-a-tete with him in his 
librarj'. 

Osmond hastened thither, and was received by his 
noble patron with his usual condescension ; the attend- 
ants were dismissed, and they sat down to breakfast 
alone. 

After a little desultory conversation, principally rela- 
tive to the entertainment of the preceding night, the 
Duke Buddenlv turning a scrutinizing glance upon Os- 
mond, said,...' You don't look well, my young friend, 
ihia morning i I'm much inclined to imagine this cli- 
mate does not agree wiih you.' 

Osmond sighed heavily....' Would that I had not 
more reason to complain of other matters,' cried he, in- 
voluntarily, ' than 1 have of it.' 

■' Indeed ! and pray may I, without the charge of im- 
pertinence, enquire what it is you have to complain oi ?' 
Osmond recollt cted himstif, and blushed deeply at his 
Juk^ertance-..' Nothing worth your Excellency's Ik 
^^HstO,' returned he. 
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ileace of somt; minutes followed these wotds, du>- 
iflg which the Duke appeared both thoughtful and em- 
t)arrassL'd....At length, again turning his c:yes on Os< 
mond....' My young friend,' said he with a forced smile, 
•t sni afraid you will think straugely of mc, when I tell 
" m that I should not have been sorry to have heard you 

iknowledge I was not mistaken.' 

Osmcnd etaited and stared, as well indeed he might, 
withiittonishrafut. 

' 'I'hc truth is,' proceeded his Excellency, after ano. 
iher pause, ' my having taken a foreigner under my pro- 
lection, and given him a situation which many tiativei | 
«f the kingdom solicited in vain, has caused such gene- ' 
ral xliscoiiient, thnt [....I,' hesitating greatly, and rather 
shunning the penetrating eyes of Osmond, ' find niys^, 
in a most awkward predicament, insomuch that I shoid^ 
not have been sorry to have found you disinclined B 
continue here.* 

' Then fce satisfied, my Lord,' said Osmond, risin 
involuntarily from 4he table, hia face suffused with dl 
glow of indignation, * for I am disinclined to contini] 
lierc-to continue where treachery pursues mewhcrevi 
I go.' 

' Treacher)- .'' repeated the Duke, also quitting (he tl 
ble ; ' pray explain yourself; for I.... I really am at a« 
a loss,' but again hesitating, so as to convince OsmoO 
he was insincere in the assertion, * to comprehend yo( 
meaning.' 

' Excuse me, my Lord,* said Osmond, again reco 
lecting himself, and in a respectful but decided tOiM^ 
' neither explanation nor recrimination would, I am coih 
fident, be availing here ; nor shall 1 longer obtrude aatf. 
your Excellency's time, than to entreat that from thki 
instant you would consider yourself extricated from tl 
unpleasant predicament in which you stand on my «_ 
count, as the situation you were so graciously pleased if 
bestow on me Is again at your Excellency's disposal.* ' 

* Nay,' cried the Duke, evidently hurt, ' you wron 
me, if you suppose, by what I said, that I meunt yo 
-hould resign it immediately.' 

» If your Excellency thought I would not,' replied 0# 
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IDOnd, warmly, ' you muat bave had a very ignoble opi- 
nioo of mc' 

' WcH,' said the Dulce, ' I must insist on your accept- 
ing such an equivalent for it as shall enable you to settle 
yout^dfwtth comfort in your own country.' 

' Pardon me, my Lord,' returned Osmond, haughuly 
and firmly,' I will neither wound my own feelings, nor 
~rr your Excellency to run the risk of having your's 
ided, by again receiving any additional obligation 
you i all I require from your Excellency is corn- 
justice.. •.that you will allow it to be generally un- 
~ lod, that your gift to me was not revoked on- ac- 
of any unworthiness on my part.' 
ipend upon it,' returned the Duke, equivocally, ' I 
it say any thing to injure you ; your conduct to the 
;nza family, were I even inclined to do so, would 
•.at me.' 
y conduct whilst I enjoyed the patronage of your 
[ency, would equally do so, I should hope,' return- 
imond, with en creasing warmth, 
le Duke's bnows contracted, his sallow cheek became 
lid i he drew back a few paces, and n^easured Os- 
mond with a scornful eye....' Young mau,' he then haugh- 
tily said, ' recollect yourself.' 

Osmund turned in indignant silence from him, and 
paced the room for a few minutes, ere he would trust 
flimself to speak again; then pausing.,..' I sec. I see,* 
cried he, in a tone of mingled dejection and bitterness, 
* in this business the cloven foot that has so long pursu- 
ed roe. That your Excellency has a noble heart, I be- 
lieve,' added he ; ' provoke not, therefore, that remorse 
which the noble heart never fails of experiencing for in- 
juring the imioceni, by suffering yourself to be prevailed 
oa to villify my character.' 

* Come, come, Sir,' hastily said his Excellency, ' be 
jl rational, and instead of admonishing, suffer yourself to 
be admonished j 1 ask no explanation of your ambigi^ 
1 sua sayings, but merely advise you, instead of any longef 
' wastiiig your time in idle pursuits in Naples, to return 
fkttMtout delay to your native country, in which I agaio 
■■fe,U>provide you with theueiiaG of BettlincYOu.t'^U> 
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Worlds should Dot lempt me to accept that oflier | 
iugh I decline, I entreat your Excellency to bcUcTl 
truly grateful for it,' 

Well, Sir, I am aorry to find your pride so excessii 
lould it lower, you will find me still ready to perib 
rhai I have offered.' 

That I should ever again trouble your Excclleo 
•cems most unlikely, as it is my intenliua to follow yi 
advice, by immediately setting off for England.' 

' J rejoice to hear so,' returned the Duke, ia an 

that permitted Osmond to have no doubt of his ni 

ingnow spoken with sincerity : ' Come, disdain not go| 

lURsel i be a ftiend to yourself, by suffering me to prd 

jne to you.' 

I have already taken the liberty of meniioDing V 

r Excellency can do 90,' replied Osmond > * let 

ly character be aspersed, when I am no longer at h: 

vindicate it, and you will indeed gire yoiu-self a cli 

the title of one.' 

, He then begged permission totakean immediate leai 

Lof his Excellency, which, after a little hesitatiot^ w 

granled him. ' 

Thi: chaise which had brought him frotrt Naples w 

still in waiting at the villa ; and in a few minutes aft 

he had bid adieu to the Duke, he was on his way bae 

'' ir the purpose of making immediate preparations for '^ 

rparture for England. 

During his short journey yarioua were the changes 

lind underwent, and violent the struggles he expcriei 

That it was some vile allegation of Lord O'Sid 

which had occasioned the Duke to withdraw ) 

itronage from him, he had not the smallest doubt, 

It the preceding morning hia Excellency had cxpre 

a hope of his having relinquished all thoughts of' 

irning to England ; and in die height of the reaentlUI 

id indignation which this cruel treachery, dlis unpi 

voked enmity of bis Lordship's inspired him with,' 

was almost tempted to hasten back, and in the prcKl 

of die DuVe confront him with hts villany. NotH 

feat cj>ii side ratio:) for the feehngs of Lady O'Kaitl 

id h^r lovely aud beloved d;iughtcr, withhtldhia6< 
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being under a necessit}' of mnking immediate arrange- 
mcots for my departure from NapleB.' 

' From Naples !....aDd pruy may I enquire whllhcs 
you are going i' 

' To England.* 

* To England !....good Heaven, how fortunate !' ex- 
claimed Signor Barbarinu, in a tone of cxtacy. 

■ * Fortunate !' repeated Osmund, involuntarily, and 
vithaloolc ofastoniahment. 

* Yes i for I am about departing for 'hat kingdom my- 
ulfj and came hither as much for the purpose of trying 
to prevail on you to accompany me thither, as for that of 
thanking you for your kindntss and attention to me> 
Will you permit mc to travtl with you l' 

' Most willingly, my dear Sir.' 

* I am going thither,' resumed the old gentleman, • in 
quest of what 1 have long been a stranger lo.. ..happiness ; 
'tis there only I can recovtr it.... there only I can make 
expiation for my manifold sins and offi^nces T 

Osmond looked at him with encreased astonishment, 
and nothing but politeness and, the consideration that hd 
could not ask his confidence without granting him his in 
return, which many reasons militated against his doing, 
prevented his giving utterance lo the curiosity which his 
mysterious language excited. 

' All my arrangements are already made,' proceeded 
Signor Barbarino, ' so that whenever you choose lo de- 
part, I am ready lo attend you.' 

Osmond replied it was his intention to set out the en- 
SuiTig day, if lie, Signor Barbarino, had no objection. 

' On the contrary',' he answered, to the great satlsfac- 
rion of Osmond, who was anxious in ihe extreme to 
quit Naples, lest a longer continuance in it ahould ex- 
pose him lo some new insult from Lord O'Sinister, that 
would compel him to pass those bounds he had prescrib- 
ed to himself with regard to his Lordship, out of re- 
spect to the feelings of his lady and daughter. 

Their plans finally adjusted, and his promise given 
that he would return to dine with Signor Barbarino, he 

■rew from his apartment to his own, forihe pur- 
rf commencing preparations for his iit^\XMi«-,'MA 
J 
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flf]^riaing MactiiUa, while he had the power of roakin_ 
a choice, of the probabihiy there was of his not beia^ 
able to retain him ia his service aftt;r his arrival in Eng^fl 
Innd. 

' Well, that shan't prevent my going with you tl 
said MactaJla, as soon as he had a liule recuvcted tllj 
surprise which the unexpected information of Osrnoi 
had occasiuDcd him. ' No, no, by the Powers, 
Wouldn't give up the chance of remaining in your 8ei» | 
vice, for any offer that could be made me here.' | 

* I can only say in return,' said Osmond, ' that I trti^ B 
fortune will yet smile sufficiently to enable me to rewi 
in the manner I wish, your faithful attachment.' 

' Tut, tut, Signor, don't spealc of rewarding a maB fil 
doing what is agreeable to himself. I like and love y 
and that is the reasou I stay with you.'....Then after I 
short pause, ' to be sure there is one thing I should likT 
lo have done before 1 leave Italy.^ 

What may that be ?' asked Osmond. 
».* Why, Signor, to get a few lines written, to have 
* iced at the head of my father's grave, for the purjwsc 
jf letting people know who he was. There he lies in 
the church-yard of Acereoza, without any one knowing 
any thing of the matter ; which, seeing he was a brave 
soldier, fought many severe battles, and received mnu- 
jDerable wounds, I think rather a hard case.* 

You want an epitaph for him,' said Osmond, smUii)g j 

the pride his valet betrayed in wishing lo perpctuM^'^ 
name of his father. ' 

'The very thing,' replied Mactalla joyfully; * if | 
could but get somebody to write one, there is a i 
man belonging to Acercnza now in Naples, who I ki» 
I could depend on for getting it engraved on the tomd 
Atone.' 

' Well, suppose I was to invoke a muse on this o 
eion,' asked Osmond, ' what should I say of the v' 
of your father V 

' The virtues,' repeated Mactalla, as if a little puzzlaj 
by the question, and rubbing his head, thuughtfuiln 
•why I can't pretend to aay, Signor, that he wn TO 
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Rpnn- yet very quiet -, iKe truth ia, indeed, he was a 
of a drinker and a lighter.* 

* Well, but dubtless he Vas steady in his attachments, 
ionstsnt to his wife, and ' 

* Ah, the ici,B, Signor,' interrupted Mactalla, shiiking 
lis head, ' we say on that subject, 1 believe, the better, 
(t least, if the word of my mother was to be taken.* 

* Weil, returned Osmond, again smiling, ' braverj', 
ike charity, covirs a multitude of faulu , so your father 
ihall be handed down to posterity as a good man.' 

He accordingly sat down, to a writing table, and in a 
few mmutes wrote the promised epitaph, to the unspeak- 
able delight of Mactalla. 

Osmond had no farewell visits to pay in Naples ; as 
sooD, therefore, as the necessary arrangements for his 
departure were made, he repaired to his new friend, and 
passed the remainder of the day with him, and the next 
morning, as agreed ufion, embarked with him, their bag- 
gage and valets, on board a vessel in the Bay of Naples. 

Their voyage we shall pass over in silence, nothing oc- 
curring in the course of it worth mentioning, and content 
ourselves with saying, they arrived in safety at Fal- 
mouth. 

Osmond landed without knowing towhotpart of the 
kingdom Signor Barbarino was bound, nor did he learn, 
till he was about setting off for Scotland, when the old 
gentleman acquainted hiin he was also going thither, and 
iplo his immediate neighbourhood, and therefore begged 
he might be allowed to pursue the remainder of his jour- 
ney with him. 

In this request Osmond readily acquiesced ; he had 
gradually indeed conceived such a prepossession in fa- 
vour of the old gentleman, who, though often despond- 
ing, and always mysterious, was nevertheless a pleasing 
companion, that he could not think of bidding him adieu 
without regret | neither in the course of their journey 
could ho altogether suppress the curiosity he felt to know 
to whom he was going in his neighbourhood ; his en- 
y on this subject, however, was evaded in a manner 
tprevcnted his renewing it. MS 

T small town about three miles from H.e.ttte««A^ 
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hmond took leave of htm, but with a promise of seei 
'd again the ensuing day, till, when he avowed an i 
tion of remaining where Aey had alivhted. H( 
]so Oaniond was induced by his uncenariity caned 
bg the present situation of his family, to leave Maci 
Tor the present....a circumstance which was cxtie 
igreeable to Signor Barbarino, as he had taken a 
nnicular fancy to the merry valet of his young fr . 
jneomuch thai at all times he preferred his attendanci 
rtiat of his own servant, probably owing to the grutifii 
^on he afforded his curiosity relative to Oamond, abt 
■rhom and his family he sought opportunities of—^ 
fguestions. 

carriage not being immediately to be procured, CI 
inond proceeded to tlie habitation of his father on fa 
As he drew near the beloved spot, endeared to bis afl 
lions by being at once the residence of those mo« dt 
to his regard, and the scene of his purest felicity.w.H 
only felicity he had ever yet experienced without aUa 
hia heart swelled with a thousand delicious sensations, 
a thousand delightful anticipations ; and in spite of. I 
the vexation he had lately experienced, the disappcni 
ment of his fondest hopes, the wounds inflicted la 
heart by treachery, he would have felt happy at the l 
ment, but for the uncertainty above alluded to....the cq 
jectural fears which a review of Lord O'Sinister' -™ 
duct caused him to be agitated by. 

It was now the latter end of February, but as yet t 
hrownness of Winter had in no place given way to 
verdure of Spring, and the dreariness of the faded 1b 
scape was encreased by the wintry music of a cold I 
Tusding wind, and the gloom of closing day, for it I. 
late when Osmond set out for Heathwood, But whi 
he caught a glimpse of his native home, fear and roeT 
choly were alike dissipated. He bounded forward, 
on a sudden stopped, horror-struck at beholding 
house shut up, without ihu smallest indication of its 
ing inhabited. 

*Oh God!' he exclaimed, in agony, ' what »n .^ 

jwyis sight ia this ! Has death been busy here— .hav« 

lumcd only to mourn over the ashes of my pJircBI 
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' He hastened to the gntc ; he knocked and ealkd aloud ; 
bst the mournful echo of his own voice was the onl^ 
wand thnt met his ear, save tlie melancholy lowing of 
ihe cattle scattered o'er the !ca. He tried, but io vain, to 
discover a glimpse of light through the shutters, or a tint 
ofamoke from the chimoies. At length, determined on 
UCCTtaining the fact, whether or not the house was en- 
I drely descried, he climbed over the gate, and made his 
I way through the shrubberj*. As he feared, however, he 
, btmd the rear shut up like the front, and was of con- 
sequence fully convinced that it was totally uniaha- 
tkited, as also that it had been so for a long tinrje ; the 
dock spreading its broad leaves over the very threshold 
I <rf the doors, and the court, and winding avenues through 
Ute shrubbery, on the neatness of which he knew his fa- 
thw used to pride himself, being completely overgrown 
T>th weeds. That some dreadful cveiit hud occasioned 
Ao desertion of this beloved spot, he had not the smal- 
lest doubt, as for an instant he could not suppose, that 
Itad thefamily been only gone on a visit, or party of plea- 
•ure, they would not have left some persou to take care 
of it. 

■ Grief and disappointment for a few mlnutca complete- 
ly subdued the unhappy youth ; he retiinT.'d to the front 
of the house, and leiining his face against the door, which 
but a few minutes before he had hoped the hand of his 
&thcr would have opened to him, shed a torrent of hittci' 
tcarst Then repassing the gate, he bent his steps to the 
nearAt cottage, for the purpose of enquiring into the fate 
of bis family, .^vhich he doubted not being knoimto dU 
M the neighbourhood. 

t' Thhcottage happened to be Farmer Watkins'a, whom 
Osmond well remembered having often, when a boy, 
itnuaed himself, in concert with otiier lads of his a^c, at 
U» expense, liis precise manners, and affrctation of sanc- 
tity, rti.deriii(; hifti the butt of the village. 

Tbe caaemtut^; were not yet ilosed and through them 
Osmond cspitd the farmer, stated by himself before ti 
blazing fire, which sent forth a cheerful light, that caua- 

B mansion to form a striking cootra tt iQiff 
cary one he had just quilted. ^^^ 

.11. ■ Y 
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Osmoiid tapped at the door, and was desired to 

He accordingly raised the latch and cotertd. T] 

, suppcsing it to be one of hrs rustic nrighbou] 

pbo had culled un him, turned indolently on hiti choi 

i at sight of a very eltgant young man, instinctive 

U'ted from it. Osmond as instinctively took ufT hisls 

i approached him with an extended hand : for thoDj 

t had never liked Watkins, yet in the present state 

■s feelings, his being an old acquaintance was suSciei 

I to make him experience a sensation of joy at bcholdl 

* I perceive,* cried he, with a forced smile, seeii 
Vatkins surveying him with a vacant stare, * that yo 
"d not recollect me.' 

' I profess,' answered Watkios, ' if thou knoweu HI 
Aou hast the advantage of me, for I remember tb 

* What, not the eon of your neighbour, Oftmoi 
Hunro t* 

* Osmond Munro !' repeated Watkins; ' veiily 
Ever should have recognized thee, if thou hadst D 
rodaimed thyself, for thou art encreased much m $ 

: 1 last sa^v thee ; thou left this a boy, and hi 
peturned a man.* 

' Which, considering I hare been some years abse 
o be wondered at : but doubtless, my friend, y 
_ e me some information respecting my familv 
Tis unnecesanry, 1 am sure, to tell you how grcatq) 
Lve been shocked and alarmed at finding their Iw 
■lut up. 

' Than thou hast not lately heard from them i* 
! * No, for some time past I have led rather an uniel 

[ • True, I recollect since thou quittedst this, thou hi 
feen a great traveller j been to foreign paru, and ^" 
»any rare sights.' 

' Maf!) but, m^ friend, I am on the rack tolnH 

niclliingof my famdy,' 
' Well, I wilt aaiiafy thy curiosity.' 
' Curiosity !' repealed Osmond, involuntatay^nct; 
faiFuHy ; ' my ansitty you mean.' - .i 
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nodded....^ Thy father i3....'»..»nUc pauset^^^^ 



jicd earnestly at Osmond. 
;fld r said Osmond, in a faltering voice, horror- 
bjf this pause, which he impated to compassion for 
lings. 

>, thou art mistaken, replied Watkins, shaking hia 
ad smiling maliciously, as Osmond, on afterwards 
ig his look at the moment to mind, recollected, ' ■"" 
lead, but in the house of bondage.' 
prison!' eiiclaimed Osmond; ' great Heaven, 

r not paying what he justly oweth.' 
id who.. ..who,' demanded Osmond, in a tone of 
leM, and with a look of anguish, ' who is the ner- 
:reditorthai hts dona this ?....for merciless muaths 

could deprive of hii liberty a man whose princi- 
kc my father's must be too well known, to permit 
rt to be entertained of his paying what he owed, if 

1 the power,' 

ly father,' resumed Watkins, ' contracted a large 
IS thou doubtless knowest since part of ihe borrow- 
□ey was, I understand, sent to supply thy necessl- 
thcUniv-rsit)-, whither thou wast SO foolishly sent.' 
<ur opinion on the subject is unasked," interrupted 
nd, haughtily j * if you have any intelligence to 
unicate respecting my father, and choose to impart 
ould thank you to be as brief as possible.' 
tkins again nodded, and with a ghaaily smile oi' 
: thus proceeded....' To that worthy noblcmaj 
O'Sinister, thy father, as 1 was ubout imparting, 
rontracled a large debt,' *.' 

nond started....' My fears were then prophetic !*' 
ntariiy exclaimed, distractedly striking his fc' 
' but go on.. ..go on,' he added, waving his ham' 
ins to proceed, 
le bond which the worthy Peer received from 

for the money he lent him, he gave as a re 
>g and faithful services to a domestic of his. 

in want of a little ready cash, sold the said 

Kupon which I called upon thy father for 
€ the same ; and he not di6<:tv%T^n^\«^ 
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Ldcmaad, t put him Into the house of boi 
r Verily he shall stav, until he has p^d me the 
['^nhitig.' 

' No doubt,' ctied Osmond, with a smile of bi 
since of course he whose vile agent you are, 
biscructed you to prosecute him with the utmost 

* I Icnoir not what thou meanest,' returned Watl 
mgrily. 

leiin,' replied Osmond, 'that a villain has plat 
ffie destruction of an innocent man, and engaged yi 
sist him in the business.' 

* Ah, I perceive,' cried Watkins, spitefully, ' tho« 
alnest something of the old leaven, lor thou wert abi 
I saucy and presumptuous boy ; but verily no woi 

Wior thy father was ever too sparing of the rod to i 
B^ut if ihou waxeth wroth, thou must quit my haUta 
trhere the voice of clamour is a stranger. I invited 
K^iot to enter it, therefore I do no wrong in bidding 
Bjo quit it.' 

' Fear not,' said Osmond, surveying him with fo» 
cnipoaure, ' ihat I shall make my visit loo long ; 1 ki 
nyself too well, not to be afraid of continutug iq 
ger in your company.' 

' What, thou threatenest then,' returned Watk 
mging colour; ' if thou doat not take thyself off dir 
r, thou wilt compel me to cry aloud.' 

' Thy crying aloud would avail thee but liltle, if I 

lecided on obeying the present impulse i but I sh< 

IView myself witti scorn, if I stooped to chastise su( 

■ 'Siiacreant as ihou art j 'lis he who has set thee 01 

\:^is, and not thou, his poor abject tool, that I shall 

jAe out for vengeance,' 

He then rushed from the cottage. The day was 
s time almost closed in j but ntither the deep shfl 
F approaching night, the loud howling of the wi 
Jiith had encreased to a storm, nor yet the rain that 
fcmpanicd it, were regarded by the unhappy Osraoj 
: dreadful situation of his family occupied CI1 
night, engrossed every sense. He became almoBi; 
leaded as he reflected tin this, unable as ho waa 
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IPV any motJe by which it might be alleviated ; for oi 
fne t^al profits accruing from ihe situation he had hdd 
under the Dulte D'Amalli, but a few guineas, in coqsc- 
quenceof the great expence iacurred by travelling, now 
remaioed, and he knew not a being to whom he could 
look for sympathy, much less assistance on the present 
occasion. In the midst of the agonizing reUcctions te 
which it gave rise, he suddenly recollected his not hav- 
ing enquired the prison of his father. To return, how- 
ever, to the insolent and malicious Watkins, waa not t9 
be thought of. From the middle of the heath, there- 
fore, into which he had unconsciously wandered, he wae 
casting his eyes around in quest of another cottage, at 
which he might mate ihe enquiry, when ihey accidcotal- 
hr fell upon a man in the garb of a labourer, a few paceg 
n-om him, and who for some time had, though unpcr- 
Ceived, been attentively regarding him. Ere Osmond 
had time to decide whether he would address him or 
not, the man drew near, and with a low but rustic bow, 
said.... 

^ No offence, I hope, Sir, but you seem, begging your 

rirdon for saying so, to be in a kind of quanilary, so if 
can be of any service to you, command me.' 

* Thank you, my friend,' replied Osmond; ' if you 
»te an inhabitant of this place, you can perhaps inform 
me where Mr. Munro is to be found ." 

' Captain Munro ! bless hia heart, that 1 can ; but,' as 
if suddenly recollecting himself, ' you must first, if you 
please, be kind enough to tell me your business with him.* 

* t am his son,' rLturned Osmond. 

* What, master Osmond !' almost shouted the other ; 
'* daog it, who could have thought of this V 

•Methinks,' hastily exclaimed Osmond, 'your voice 
is familiar to me.' 

* Ah, you have heard it often enough to remember it ; 
nany a trick has Tom Stubbs helped you to play.* 

' My honest friend,' cried Osmond, extending his 
band, and with something of a joyous sensation, for he 
l^ad not only seen, but heard sufficient from his father, 
g^&» honest rustic, to make him tiiink highly ofVattk., 
^Hftyoiur pardon for not soonei i»o''i\tCmv^*}W^t^'>33. 



970 



IHB DISCABDBD SOH. 



die shoclc I have received since my return hither, 
C my excuse for not having done so. I expect 
ive been received by my family, instead of which..« 
* I know, 1 know,' interrupted Stubbs, almost soby 
' You said,' rtjoining Osmond, ' you could inforD^ 
where to find my father.' , 

' Yea, I can give ynu all the particulars you wart 
r alioul him ; but this is no place to tell the story 
wind blows cold, and the raiu is coming on fastei^ 
jfiister ; and be sides.,.. besides,' added the honest fan 
roderiy laying his hand upon the arm of Osmond, ' 
E wet already.' 

' No matter,' relurnetl Osmond, ' I wish aottolt 
I VDoment in seeing my father.' 

I ' * 'Tis quite too late to see him to-night,' said Stu 
l*antl too dark, and too dismal, I am sure, to go to 

tistanee ; so you roust come hoame with me, to my 
ige ; I cannot, 'tis true, give you a fine bed, but HI 
i'Vou a clean one, and what is more, a hearty welcoi 
I yes, bv goles, if 1 had jewels and gold to set before 
L you'd be as welcome to them as to my bacon and ei 
I so come along, come along, Mr Osmond, and I pray 
( do not let your spirits sink ; for according to the old 
leu things are at the worst, they'll mend.'....! 
\ father is an honest and good man, and God has ' 
I Buch in his spedal keeping.' 

The indignation with which the insolence of Wat 
inspired him, had dried up the tears that burst from 
mond, at beholding the desertion of his native ho 
• hut at The kindness of Farmer Stubbs his dry and b 
■ jng.tye ag:iin became dtluged ; and forgetting thai 
I riniriiness of the hour would conccnl hia emotion, he 
Jlily passed his hand over his face. 

* Since! he could notobluin an interview with his fg 
i.ight, he reudily accepted an invitation, that pta 
oajforJ' him ibe meUnchoty pleiisurc of convei 
|)ibunt !iim. 

ler Stubbs found Ills good dame busy in prepi 
■■npper n^ainst his return. He quickly nnnouacel' 

I her, and fis quickly ma'le hini ' 
IlKint ior n dfy o-:c. He then put him in 
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Est, which he was wont to occupy himself in 
corner, threw some additional logs upon the 
id ealled to his dame to produce a bottk of her el- 
n^, fur tho excellence of which she vraa fiimci} 
^otthe nelghbourhooch Not fiuding this (-" 
er, obeyed with the promptness he cxpectedi 
bom the talile, surprised as well as angry, for 
, he had always considered as good-natured t 
able as himself, and, beckoning her into another 
enquired the reason of her not having done what 
ired i 
hy, Thomas,' replied she, ' you know there waa 

tie of the wine remaining ' 

ang it,' exclaimed the farmer, retreating a few pa- 
)m her, and surveying her with a look of mingled 
and ridicule, ' an thou growing a miser in thy old 

oa, Thomas, noa; God forbid ; but yesterday, 
I went to poor Madam Munro,wiih'the two wood- 
you shot, she looked so sadly, that I took it inl» 
:ad she had not comfortable things to take ; so tikis 

ng meeting Jem Macallister going to D , I 

ht him home with me, and sent her all the wine ' 

ft, with my duly.' 

id you V said the farmer, in an altered accent, 

approaching his dame ; ' then thou 

and dang me but thou shalt get a new hat at Eas' 

prove that 1 think thee so. But,' thoughtfully, 
m awkward tiling, to he sure, to mention a thing,, 
ica not produce it, 'specially when one can't tell ' 
1 why i for I wouldn't, lor the price of a i 
, have the poor youth kno\^ that his parents w( 
Jen for any thing to such poor folks as we* Ht 
e's grieved, and sick enough at heart already, 
Qowing that. Ah, dame, hadst thou seen hi 

in the middle of ihc bleak heath....! verily thoi 
as some poor crazed being, going to make a' 
himself.' Then, after a short pause. ...' Wei 
lie helped ; since we can't have wine, why wc inj_ 

It with ale ; ao let's have a hummingjug in.] 
^plenty of sugar and ginger i and, d'y 
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* Good God !* he exclaimed, on recovering a lii 
»m the shock he had received, * there must ci 

: mistake in all this ; the bond which I gave 
iLord O'Sinister, and you say his servant has sold 
, was not paya'ilc in less than five years, and it 
Bly by instalments.' 
* ' Well, though thou doubtest my word,' cried W 
' thou wilt not, perhaps, doubt the evidence of thi 
a eyes ; and as he spoke, he drew forth the bond W 
|ia bosom, and unfolded it to the view of Munro, 
Ihstily glancing over it, perceived with amazement, il 
'_'it also be said with horror, for little short of d 
d he feel at the idea of being ifi the power of sud 
s he considered Watkins, that it was payable 
kmand. The livid paleness of his cheek, the dropp 
T his eyelids on his ascertaining this, more forci 
roclainied, than nny language could have done, what 
ftlt at the moment. After a silence of a few miti 

ring which he appeared buried in thought, he lif 
liisheavy lyes to Watkins, who, all the tiine, had, n 
the most exulting malice, been regarding him, and ti 
ged he would let the business rest as It was at preat 
until he had written to Lord O'Sinister on the siibjl 
and enquired into what appeared to him at present 1 
a myaicrioua and treacherous transaction. 

' At all events,' added he, ' to have recourse to ] 
jlc measures against me would be of no service w} 
r to you, as it is totally out of my power to lit 
Ute any part of the debt. At the very moment 
JDtered, I was on the point of writing to his Lords 
fc apologise for my being unable to do so at present, 
BUUt this tim^ I conceived he might expect piymei 
"*The crafty Watkins, apprehensive of his real lot 
fens respecting him being disappointed, if he gave I 
fcy reason to suspect them, immediately replied.... 

* Do not trouble thyself unnecessarily ; whatever tf 
Bayest think to the contrary, I am not destitute of C 

' ' and loving kindness ; write at thy leisure to 
rcat man, and when thou hast received his answer. 
^ know, and I will call upon thee, to have this tl 
MictI to our mutual satisfaction!* 
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BilMn departed, leaving Munro not ocly fiurpf's^<l 
n nmduct, but penetrated with remorse hy It, MDC* 
:d him to believe .that he had wronged hiin, in iha 
lion he had so long harboured of him. 
'hat a man of Monro's understanding should so easl- 
e imposed on, may appear unnatural to some ; bul 
it be understood by those who think so, thvt hia 
wledge of the artifices of life, without which the wa- 
:8S of distrust seldom becomes the inmate of the vir> 
us mind, bore no proportion to his knowledge of its 
rows; he would have been happy to have concealed 
Ki his wife and daughter the cause of Watltins's visit, 

at the time of receiving it they were unfortunately 
an adjoining room, and so overheard the whole of 
conversation between them : but great as was the dis- 
etude this gave to Mrs Munro, it was trifling corn- 
ed to that Elizabeth felt, owing to her knowledge of 

real character of his Lordship and consequent dcve- 
emcnt of the motives which had actuated him to act 
inch a manner with regard to the bond. That he had 
olved on her destruction, or that of ber family, | shs 
arly saw ; but the terrible apprehensions which thia 
iviction inspired, she sedulously concealed, persuaded 
X their divulgement might do much mischief, but na 
id, since she well knew her father had not the means 
avoiding any evil with which he might be ihreatenei^ 
1 that he could not hear of Lord O'Sinister's vile de- 
;as respecting her, without being irritated to some 
'asure, that would not fail of aggravating the malice 
lus Lordship. t 

To Providence she looked up for frustrating the in- ? 
Itionsofthis their unprovoked and persecuting foe. I 
e prayed too, more fervently than ever, for the speedy 
um of Delacour, whom she considered as a kmd of I 
Iwark against his Lordship. She tried also to prevent j 
rself from sinking into despair, by hoping that, evc« { 
things came to the worst-.-.even if her father were im- 
Isoncd, still his confincmetit would only last lilt DeU- 
ur came back, } 

E> only dcla^"ed, after the departure of Watki^^^J 
to L&rd d'Sinister, till he had 3kUi.dtL w^i^^^l 
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himself. He entered into a warm expostulatios with 
Lordship, on the deception which had been practised 
him, besought him by return of post, for he suppoeej 
him at his hnuse in London, to let him know to what )t 
to be imputed ; and ended by declaring, that should 
Lordship decline interfering with Watkina on tiaH 



ib|ect, he should conceive himself cruelly treated. 
That his Lordship should have put it in the power of ■ 
»ny one to molest him, he could only account for by con- 
cluding some one had injured him in his opinion ; but 
then, if this were the case, what an ignoble mind did 
such a step augur his Lordship possessed of! J 

Munro was not in a state of health to bear either toi I 
cncrease of anxietj', or violent agitation, without injuiya | 
Nothing but a dread of alarming his wife and daughter 1 
prevented his keeping his bed the day after Watkins** 
visit, he felt himself so extremely indisposed. Towards 
avcning he grew so much worse, that he could no longer 
conceal his situation from them j and soon after tea, was 
on the point of withdrawing to his chamber, when a loud 
knock at the hall door caused him to pause : on its being 
opened, a rough voice was heard enquiring for him. 
Munro fancying there was some hesitation in the ser- 
vant's answer, nodded to Elizaljeth to open the parlour 
door ; she obeyed, but started back in affright, at behold- . 
ing three ruffianly-looking men close to it, who instantif ' ■ 
rushed in, and with a ferocious glance round tlie aparv 
ment, approached her father. Monro's heart alraoi 
misgave him at their sight i still, however, with tolcr 
composure, he enquired their business with him^.,. 

' ^Vhy not the most agreeable business in the worldij 
to be sure. Captain,' cried the foremost of them j • bu" 
iuch things,* and he smiled as he probably thought facq 
tiously, ' will sometimes happen in the best regulaiei 
families. We have a writ against you, at the suit«l 
one Jeremiah ^Vatkins, of this neighbourhood.' 

At this confirmation of his fears Munro involuncnrily 
raised hia hands and eyes towards heaven, in astoniah' 
ment at the treachery and cruelty of the wretch ; '^Mfi ^ 
^Jf». Munro, with a deep aigh, dropped back,£|w£|^| 
^^^BHie chair, from which she had started in f^^^^^^l 
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dw entrance of the ruffinns. Munro with clifliculty now 
nriaed his enfeebled frame from his chair, and made an 
eflon to approach his wife, but was prevented by one of 
the men. 

* Come, come, Captain,' exclaimed he, interposing be- 
tween them, ' I ask pardon, but your Lady is in good 
hands, and no time must be lost, for it is a long walk to 

lizabeth turned wildly at these words from her mo- 

', and almost shrieking, repeated... .'To D....,.„ ! Oh 

^_^ J God !' she exclaimed, wringing her hands, * surely 

VDU will not think of taking him to D at such an 

hour, and in such a night as this, (for it was both stormy 
and wet ;) he is ill, and it will be his death, perhaps, if 
yoti do. Oh, I conjure you,' dropping almost uncon- 
sciously on her knees, ' if he be indeed your prisoner^ 
let him remain here at least this night.' 

* Sorry 1 can't oblige you. Miss,' replied one of the 
men, ' but the thing is utterly impossible ; we must do 
our du^, let the consequences to others be what they 
may.* 

Elizabeth, but without changing her attitude, turned 
her imploring eyes from him to her father. Munro 
made an effort to speak, but an unsuccessful one ; agony 
of mind had completely overcome him ; and as he in- 
TOhintarity leant upon one of the men, he motioned with 
ioB languid hand to another to bring him a glass of wa- 
ter from the sideboard. The man obeyed, and after he 
ha[d swallowed it, he recovered sufficiently to be enabled 
to bid his daughter arise. 

' We must part, my dearest girl,* he cried, presshlg 
her to his bosom, on which she had sunk, * but it will 
only be for a few hours. In the morning you and your 

mother, you know, can both come to me to D j in 

the interim I conjure you to exert yourself; the storm, 
I allow you. is rough, but by calling reason and foriilude 
to our aid, we may preserve ourselves from being com- 
pletely wrecked by it. Your mother will need both 
mppon and consolation, to enable her to bear up against 
wdc shock she has just received ; do not, therefon 

bL. II. 
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by t'idding lo your present feelings, 

-seli I'rom oficriog such lo her, and thus reiid^ 



CHAP. xvn. 



Or nioilili loiL lo hope.' 

Tmom 

* OH, cruel and obdurate father,' involm 
and in an under tone, exclaimed Munro, as he j 
on the pale countenance of his affrighted daughten 
IB vain endeavoured t<> make the promise he req 
of her, and then on the inanimate form of his 
* what hast thou not made me and mine suffer .' b 
thee, this hour of bitterness would never have be( 
perienccd.' 

Tlie men becoming impatient for him to depart 
being also anxious to do so himself, ere his wife r«j 
her senses, lest the distress he had no doubt she ' 
betray on recovering should destroy the composu 
wished to maintain, he no longer hesitated to attend 
With trembling hands Elizabeth assisted bim oi 
his great-coat, and with an almost bursting heart, j 
cd him lo the gate, where he again siramed her 
bosom, again besought her to exert herself, and tf 
administer some little comfort to her, by remindii 
^^ *^^ should meet on the morrow. 
^K The anguish which Elizabeth, for fear of aggm 
^B his, had struggled against in his presence, burst 
^M the moment he was out of sight. The event tbl 
^B just befallen him, now that it had really taken 
^B she considered as a much more disastrous oni 
^B wbeo sh^' had merely apprehended it. Th e bo i 
^H had clung to, in order to prevent herself " 
^B beneath the anticipiitioD of this misfortui 
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^~j' forsaken her. Deiacour might, she icfleclcci, 
'fke^er return ; or, if he did, it might be withuiit the jiaw- 
cr (for an instant she would not suppose.. ..no, she knew 
fait noble nature too well, to permit her to think that it 
might be without inclination) to succour her father ; if 
so, his sun was for ever act, she feared... .she dreaded he 
had for ever quitted his home. 

The night was stormy, ...rain fell tao in large drops ; 
but the agonizing idea of her father's sufft^rings ren- 
dered Elizabeth M the moment regardlesa of all besides. 
She continued leaning against the gate at which he had 
parted from her, till roused by the voice of her mother, 
who, on recovering and missing her husband, had wild- 
ly started from her seat, and, with an intention of fol- 
' lowing him to the prison, nished from the house. 

Elizabeth interposing between her and the gate, con- 
jured her to give up this intention for the present* as one 
that could not fail of drawing disappointment and addi- 
tional sorrow on her, since there was not the least like- 
lihood of her being able to overtake her father, or gain 
Adinission to him that night. Mrs. Munro, however, 
persisted in it, till Elizabeth, in an agony of distress, 
dropped kneeling at her feet, nor even then relinquish- 
ed H, till her maternal fears were awakened by the 
deatli-like paleness of her daughter, and the wildness of 
her looks. 

' Till to-morrow, then,' cried she, as she eagerly rais- 
ed her from the ground, and returned with her into the 
house, ' I will endeavour to controul my impatience to 
rejoin your father ; but then we meet to part no more j 
yes,' continued she, clasping her hands together, and 
looking up lo Heaven, with all the enthusiasm of ten- 
derness, ' still shall my arm pillow his head, still will I 
exert myself to mitigate his anguish, still pour the balm 
of love into his soul, and lull him to his rest, praising my 
God for permitting me to do so.' 

On this night, the most wretched, though many were 
ihe sorrowful ones they had passed, Mrs. Munro or Eli- 
zabeth ever knew, we shall not dwell ; suffice it to say, 
|*^fejras passed without either thinking of rest, and that at 
^^"^ "r>t glimpse of day they prepared for vhtvc s«,\% va 
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ibey were on the point of setting off, Stubba mari 
his appearance.... He had heard the preceding night d 
the arrest of poor IMunro, but at too bte an hour to thuil 
of enquiring after the ladiea. He now came for that p 
pose ; and also to ask whether he could be of any servid 
to them or the Captian, on whom he mentioned ^is intca 
tion of calling immediately, though not without sham 
as well as sorrow, he protested, at the idea of his havinj 
Ijceii the means of introducing him to a person capable t 
serving hira as Lord O'Sinistcr had done.,./Bot ta '•■ 
certainty,' added be, ' his Lordship must be in a stMea 
mndnees at present, or he never could have been guUl 
of such conduct/ 

'Oh thnfmadness had been the cause ofit, fortlw 
a hope might be entertained of receiving reparation ft 
it,' Elizabeth with difficulty prevented hersulf from saj 
ing. 

She gratefully accepted Stubbs's offer of attending h( 

and her mother to D , and carrying some thiag 

irhichshe had packed up for her father. 

No carriage was to be procured in the neighbourhood 
and exhausted as she was with grief and agitation, Mn 
Munro, with difficulty, although sup|>orted liy the arm a 
her daugher, reached the prison of her husband. 

The gloomy and miserable apartment in which sbt 
found him, the only furniture of which consisted of tf 
wooden bedstead, on which the goaler's wife had conleft^ 
ed herself with spreading a rug for his accommodatiooy' 
it not being the custom, she informed him, to provide"! 
beds for the prisoners, and the Idea of the dreadful houra^ 
lie must have passed by himself in such a place, did not 
tend to revive her dejected spirits. • 

* True,* cried Munro, as with one arm he clasped hi»'' 
wife, and with the other his equally shocked daughter W»'' 
to hia bosom, ' my pillow last night was a hard one ; but^ 
with all its hardness, many downy ones have been r 
dered more intolerable, by the thorns a guilty conscitM 
has strewn over them. Besides, how many nobler hea 
Than mine have rested on a worse one ; how many, g 
the service oftheircouiw\ry,Vietix'«\»!ww&vj 
\ich to repose. 'Xia 80t*vM^iift»a Tec^wi'Aw* 
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look into the situatioD of others, to check 
our own.' 

Munro had passed the night in reHecthig and arrang* 
ingplansfor the futurc—.ihe dreary future he tciircd. 

Persuaded, by a minute retrospect of the conduct of 
Lord O'Sinister, that there was but little hope of hh in- 
terfering with Watktns concerning him, and sliU less, 
from his knowledge of Watkins'e dtsposilioil, of his be- 
ing brought into any terms, lie had made up his mind to 
continuing in prison j and in consequence thereof halt 
decided on immediately endeavouring to procure some 
person to undertake the management of his farm, and 
also on parting with hia house, provided his wife insisted ■ 
on taking up her abode witli him, which he rother ima- ■ 
gliied she would. 

A few minutes conversation with her sufficing to con- 
vince him such was her determination, he sent forStubbs, 
, of whose having attended them to the prison, and waiting 

loH' to know whether he had any commands for him, 
Iftbeth had informed him, his well-known honesty, 
the attachment he had always evinced for him, ren- 
bg him anxious to have him undertake the managc- 
Bt of his affairs, and briefly esphiincd his present 
wishes and intentions, and had tlie satisfaction of finding 
hina willing to undertake what he desired. 

This matter being arranged, Eliziibcch was deputed to 
retuiTi to Heathwood, for the purpose ol packing up such 
things as were requisite for their accommodation iu 
their new abode, and discharging their little househotdt 
Munro conceiving their economy at present could not be 
of too rigid a nature. 

Elizabeth feeling that exertion was absolutely requi- 
site, to prevent her sinking into utter despondence, could 
not be prevailed on to let a carriage be procured to take 
her back. 

The day was gloomy, but just as she came within 
sight of Heathwood, the sun breaking through the clouds, 
that had till then obscured his brightness, and striking •- 
full Upon the windows and heights in the vew, %\-v&&% 
4liZX hag chcerfalaess o'er the scene, \hal,lt<ix^'Ot\t umi 
ftpreaentcd to the one she had juat. <\uvWii,V<-\^ 
2 2 
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fned all the glcomy horrors of the Utter in her i 
tiut neither tliis cheer fulness. ...the wild and) 
^ melody of the birds dmt thronged thcadjocentb 
.the Bofi hiwing of die cattle that fed in,d)e vicinity, a 
%as btill echoed by die neighbouring hills.. ..nor yet dif^ 
grateful fragrance of the shrubs that clustered routid lk( 1 
house, half hilling its glittering windows, could t>ow, i 
herciufore, impart a chnrm to sooth or animate tlie BpiriM I 
cf Elizabeth. On the contrary, she became still more 1 
dejected, since in proportion to the delight fulness t£ I 
what had so Icmg been the residence of her father, 1 
her regret at his being perhaps for ever t< 

Stubbs left her at the gate, for the purpose of pr«pl 
ing the cart, in which he had offcied to c 
ages to D....>..., and sending his wife toassiBt her inpu 
ing. 

Ttie tears which Elizabeth had with difficulty i 
pressed, gushed Irom her on entering die house, whei 
a melancholy stilhiess, disordered apartments, half opt 
ed shutters, and grates destitute of fire, proclaimed ii 
sad alandonment. In the luxury of grief, however, she 
did not permit herself to indulge; she entered without 
toGsoftime upon the task delegated to her, the mo*t 
distressingpart of which, owing to the pain she had rea- 
son to believe it would give them, was her being obliged 
to inform the two domestics their services were no Ion-, 
ger wanting. 

Having put up the light articles herself, and select 
snch of the heavy onts as were required, she left (' 
packingof these to the servants und Dame Stubbs, (wbj 
in pursuance of her husliand's desire, had hastened | 
her,) and repaired to the garden, in order to indui^ 
without restraint the feelings that swelled her heart i 
most to bursting. 

The recolk'Ciions which this delightful spot revived d 
her mind, were not by any means calciilaled to alleviC 
ihe bitterness of these. Not a walk, not a shade, 
ihtub, almost, which did not recal the memory of •« 
happy or interesting hour. In its bowers, whicb t 
winds of autumn were now daily stripping of d; 
■Ikius fbiiage, still hitd die summer eveniogs «~ 
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in pleasing converse, or innocent am use men ts. In jis 
winding walks, its shdu-riog grove, the approach of 
spring, its protruding buds.aQd the gradual renovation of 
■ faded world, had been hailed by her with enthiisiasuc 
delight. Here, too, had she wandered with Delacour..H 
widi him from whom she now feared she was for ever 
separated ; for except the sit Jation of her parents chang- 
ed for the better, she solemnly resolved never to enter 
into any engageatent that could render her liable tp be 
removed from tliem....Here, loo, had his delighted eye 
ranged widi her's o'er nature's beauties ; and here..,.oh 
berc, had he held her to his heart, and vowed perpetual 
constancy. 

* And must this beloved spot,* she exclaimed, with a 
burst of anguish at the idea, ' so endeared, so hallowed 
by tender reeollcciions, must it pass into the hands of 
strangers i.... Oh, cruel and per&dious man,* she added, 
her thoughts suddenly recurring to Lord O'Sinister, 
' what dreadful use do you make of the bounty of Hea- 
ven !' 

An approaching step caused her to turn, and with 
mingled surprise and indignation, she beheld Waikios* 

He had seen her returning to the house from D ^ 

and being anxious to have a Utde conversation in private 
widi her, followed her steps, and finding the hall door 
open, stole in unperceived after her. 

Elizabeth started at so unexpectedly beholding him, 
and obeying the impulse of indignation, diiecdy hunted 
from him. ...He followed. 

♦ Why dost thou fly me V he cried....' I am not a wolf 
in sheep's clothing, diat thou needst fear me. J pray 
titee let me commune with thee a little.' 

In vain, however, wotdd he have implored her to di> 
this, but that it suddenly occurred to her that he mighc 
have coine for the purpose of making some pleasing pro- 
position relative to her father ; and accordingly stopping 
»nd turning towards him, she desired to know his busi- 
aeas with tier. 

' Verily,' replied he, in a tone such as she had never 
.jta&xn hciird him apeak in, and with a strange exprcsuoa' 
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of countenance,* it is totell thee that thou art youBg an 
fair to look upon, and ' 

Hiistily interrupting him, Elizabeth with flashing eyt 
and kindling check, badi: him begone, if his intention wt 
to offend her. 

' Nay, in truth it ia noti cried he, in deprecating ac 
cents : ' only ht^ar me out, aud thou wilt find I have a 
such inteotion.' 

' fie brief then,' returned Elizabeth, somewhat haugti^ 
tiiy. 

He nodded, and thus went on....' Thou art youna 
and fair, as 1 have already aaid, but unhappily my wifi 
is neither. On the contrary, she is well striken in yea 
and, moreover, is troubled with the cholic, and t 
phthisic, and the rheumatics ; and the quack doctor wh( 
was in these parts last year, and to whom 1 gave a golc" 
guinea for his opinion of her case, said she could i 
possibly last much longer ; now, therefore, if thou will 
promise me that I shall find favour in thy sight, and thai 
when she goetli the way of all flesh, thou and I shalt be 
one, I will without delay take thy father out of the houso 
af bondage, and wait hia own time fur the payment ( ' 
what he owes me.' 

For a few minutes, surprise and indignation took frotUi 
Elizabeth the power of utter.ince ; on regaining it, %hv 
commanded him, in accents indicative of the feelings ho 
had excited, to leave her....' I cannot find words,' she 
exclaimed, ' adequate lo express my abhorrence of youi; 
insolence and treachery....Begone, therefore, I say, di- 
rectly, or 1 shall without further hesitation have yoik. 
turned hence.' 

' Ah,' with a malicious grin, and his cadaverous ci 
tenance flushed with rage and spite, ' I shoidd be glad to 
know who thou wouldsl apply to for that purpose : sincQ 
thy father, by his folly, hast put it out of his own power 
to befriend thee, thou wilt not find many, I fancy, who 
will turn champions for thee ; so thou hadst better in 
time humble thy pride to thy fortunes, and not threatctb 
where thou canst not harm.. ..'tis my pleasure to e 
tenger here, in vain, therefore, wilt thau bid tnv b 
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tn thy saying thou wouldst get aomc one to turn 
ne hence, I should laugh to scorn any one who aticmpt- 
:d to do 8o.' 

• Indeed !• esclaimed a voice with which he was well 
icquainted, and instantly Stublis made his appearance 
rom behind a hedge, where he had overheard the whole 
if the above conversation, having, under the idea of hit 
leing about some mischief, in constquence of seeing 
lim dyly stealing towards the house lollowed him tlit* 
her....' We shall see that, for if you do not march uff at 
tut as those spider legs of yoiir's will carry you, I shali 
oake bold to give your worship a shove.* 

* Nay,' cried Watkins, changing colour and shewing 
my thing but an incrmatidn to kugh, ' 1 know no right 
hou hast either to give me a shove or bid tne get hence. 

' As to that returned Stubba, with his usual co<dneas 
' I am not the first man, by many, who has done what 
be luid no right to do : however 1 think 1 hare a 
right to do what 1 now threatened, and, to a certain- 
ly I will, if you provoke me, for 'lis the duty of eve- 
ry man to serve his fellow- creatures, more especially 
in uaprotected female. You said, if 1 understood you 
right, that Miss Munro would not find it an easy matter 
low to get a friend ; but that's not the first falsehood you 
»ld, and I'll be sworn it won't be the last. The daughter 
if such a man as her father is, will never want a friend in 
Heaven or on earth. So begone, I say begone, thou op- 
iressor of the oppressed, nor ever dare to shew thy 
ace again, where, in place of happiness, thou hast intro- 
luced sorrow.. ..Be gone, I say, and bless thy stars for my 
Mving let thee off so quiedy, for if I did as I wish, I'd 
nake thee kias the ground for thy audacity..,.Thou look 
ip to Miss Munro!. ...thou, to the daughter of a gentle - 
nan !....By goles, I know not whether to wonder most at 
hy wickedness or impudence.' 

' Nay, beware how thou slanderest me,' cried Watkins, 
mt retreating as he spoke behind Elizabeth, whom a fear 
>f the good natured Stubbs bringing himself into some 
^rape on her account, should she leave ihem together, 

Kd from immediately retreating to the hous« ; ' I 
DO wickedness thou canat charge mc wvth.' 
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* God forbid I could accuse myself of half so 
But you'll yet meet with your punishment for all. | 
any.. ..Yes, yes, I make no doubt you'll yet be ma 
feel for all you have made others suffer. The fcl 
gotten pounds you have scraped together may-n't ai 
las (....riches maketh unto thcmselvt-s wings, and 
away ; and often when people think themaelves 
secure, they are in most danger... .Job, to wit. 
who are ao detp read in scripture cannot hut know 
when he thought himself at the height of his glor 
four comers of his dwelling were smote by the wit 
Heaven, and all that he had perished ; and, by the 
as I passed by your house this morning, J spied : 
crack in one of the corners, which, for any thin 
can tell to the contrary,' and he nodded significaa 
Watkins, ' may be the beginning of troubles.' 

* Verily,* returned Watkins, in ^e moat spitefl 
cents,* I care not if thou spied a thousand cracka, f| 
landlord repaireth all damages, and the mason h 
ployeth is a kinsfolk of mine, and he and I un del 
•nc another.* 

' No doubt,' cried Stubba, with an arch sneer, 
nodding, ' and so do I understand you boih....Hi 
pretty scoundrel,' he added, ' does mischief in oni 
get money ! So, 1 suppose, if you insured at one i 
fire-offices, we should soon have a bonefire in tb 
lage.' 

' Neighbour, once for all, I tell thee,' quoth Ws 
with encreasing venom in his voice and counlenanj 
thou persistest in traducing me, thou wilt compel ' 
lay the cudgel of chastisement across thy shouldl 
Balaam did across the shoulders of his ass.' 

' By the Lord, but I must be a greater ass th< 
barn's beast was though, if I let you,' said Stubbs 
glancing his eye around, somewhat inflamed with 
nation, he perceived a gardener's spade upon the g 
which snatching up....' Begone, I say again, hi 
cried he. 

* No, 'tis my pleasure,' returned Watkins, detl 
ed^ if possible, from his unwillingness to ' 
»he presence of Elizabeth, to mainMin ' 
mrry longer here.' 
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,,._ :ia my pleasure that you should not,* cried 

Stllbbs i and darting towards him, he presented the spade, 
a» if it waa really his intention to shovel him from the 
place. 

WatkmsDO longer attempted to remonstrate or resist; 
be danced round Elizabeth with the greatest agility, and 
thcD betook himself to flight. SiuLibs, irritated and anxi- 
ous to expose him to derision, pursued. In his haste to 
avoid him, Watkins plumped headloog Into a horse-pond, 
midway between his own house and the one he bad just 
quitted ; with the greatest difficulty, and all covered with 
wmc, he got out ot it, and continued hia career, still foU 
lowed by Stubbs. 

The astonishment of Mrs. Watkins, at seeing her 
husband dripping like a vrater-god, and out of breath 
with terror, and running dart into the house pursued by 
Stubbs, also panting from the latter cause, was too great 
tor description. 

* Procure assistance,' cried Watkins, retreating to an 
inner room, ' for that wicked man,' pointing to Stubbs, 
* chacelh me with evil intentions.* 

Mrs. Watkins, like an obedient wife, waa hastening to 
the door, for the purpose of doing what she ^vas deaired( 
when seizing her by the wrist, Stubba entreated her te 
listen tjuietly to him for a minute. 

* 'Tis now, Mrs. Watkins,' said he, ' three or four and 
twenty years at least, sin' e you and 1 first became ac- 
quainted, nud during this time 1 don't think you ever 
beard any thing bad of me.' 

' Why no, truly, I can't say I ever heard any evil of 
thee.' 

* Why then, I think you may give credit to what I 
shall tell you.' 

' Thou canst not deny, surely, that thou hast thrown 
my spouse into great tribulation.' 

' No, but you can't he angry with nie for having done 
so, since it waa by takmg your part....yes, sly aa he looks 
there, I surprised him making love, boasting ol your hav- 
ing got tlie cholic, and the phthisic, and the devil knows 
jflA^and <o that of course it might soon he expected you 

K"'" '""■"■"'■■■"""", 
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I.wnxi» hln, for speaking in such a manner of such a ga 
Mrudcm wife as you have always been to him, and wil 
Eg you dead, that, 'by the Lord, for the life of ma 
Uouldn*t act otherwise than I did.' 
L^* Oh the wicked one !' exclaimed Mrs. Walk ins, « 
peing a little inclined to jealousy, from a consciousness 
jiiot being an over-agreeable helpmate, readily belie* 
ivhat Stubbs related to her ' who could have thouj 

t>f such a thing !' 

' Aye, who to be sure : but then remember, Duif 
saiOQih water runs deep.' ' 

^^ And who is the cockatrice who has enticed him froi 
y boBom V 
' O, no matter ; 'tis a person thatr r 
imcB, and despises him too much to bestow a thou^ 
on him ; so ask no more questions about her, but thM 
of some way of punishing him. ...You have fifty pouni 
a-yeav, you know, at vour own disposal.' 
Mrs. Watkins nodded. 

' Then will it away from him, and take my word I 

won't be in so great a hurry for your death as he now h 

' Verily thou counscllest well,' returned Mrs. Wi 

kins , * I will, therefore, do as thou advisest, a: 

I can gel hold of a man of the law.' 

' Oh, then you shall soon have hold of one, 

^_ .going streight to O , and will send lawyer Cla 

^^rftver tj you immediately.' 

^^V ' * Do, and thou wilt confer a kindness on me, for I a 
^2^ much vexed, and longeth to be revenged for the inftdeV 
I have met with** 

' To be sure, or you wouldn't be a woman of spirit 
Dang me, if 1 was you,' and Stublis looked a little art 

■Jjr, ' if 1 wouldn't try to make him a httle jealous alsoa 
h Mrs. Watkins, notwithstanding her vexation, siin|li 
fed a little at this speech : her ghastly eountrnanc«, htf 
Sfever, quickly recovered its natural acerbity on the re-i 
pearance of her husband, who, during the above oont 
satton, <vhich nevertheless h^d not been lo^t upon h 
had been shil'img his dothes in an inner room. 
^^attemptcd not only lo dewy VfWl Sva'ats \ai 
^^Bsjost iiim, but to put in ftcskveu. K^iin^v^ 
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tentions of Ms wife ; but in vain did he tr>' to invnlidtita 
the testimony of one, or subdue the rescniment of the 
oiber ; and Slubbs departed, exulting at the tliought of 
having him punished, in some degree, for his hjpocriay 
and impudence. 

On re-entering the house, he found poor Elizabeth in 
As parlour, and in an agony of tears; the ejiecimca 
trfaich the audacious Watkins had given her, of the in- 
gutts her now unprotected situation rendered her liable 
ts, having completely overpowered her spirits. 

He and his dame exerted themselves to the utmost, to 
endeavour to console her ; and Elizabeth, convinced 
that to hearts like theirs, no return for kindness could be 
half so acceptable as a persuasion of that kindness bcin^ 
of service, forced herself to appear benefited by theirs. 
In the present state of her feelings, however, so painful 
was it to her to do this, that she could not avoid rejoic* 
ing, when the farmer informed her he was ready to sec 
out to D 

The prison of her father was a building of ancient 
date, and had for a considerable period been the residence 
of a noble family, the head of which forfeited both his 
title and property, by the active part he took in the me- 
morable rebellion of forty-five. Soon after the confisca- 
tion of his fortune, this, the ancient seat of his ancestors 
in the stately halls of which bards had often rehearsed 
the exploits of the valiant, was converted into a prison, 
for which its strength and healthy situation rendered it 
well calculated. Great part of its ancient park still re- 
mained attached to it, affording a pleasant walk to such 
as loved the shade of melamholy boughs, and the con- 
templation of objects calculated to stnd their souls back 
lo the dLiys of old. 

Munro found no diflaculty in procuring such apari- 
ments as he required; but though these were reason- 
able, and he endeavoured to Uvi; in the most economical 
manner, denying to himself iiidLilgciicifs the impaired 
state of his health rendered almost tndi^pensible, he sooq 
found himself dreadfully straitened wiih tv^MiVtixa^i* 
"K, (tiatliTs, a circumstance pavtVtiAarXv ivW^e'ssro^l 
iriod; tlieaaxictv of Mrs. Mu«ro'&tt\va4V'*NV 
'A ■ A a 
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a a BCTvous fever, that rendered her in needvf 
my things he was thus wUhout the power of precurat| 

["In this exigence, Eiizabeth exerted herself to the 
osst of her power to assist htr parents. She «xflt " 
B fine works, and secretly applied to the priest, 
)e, still continued to visit hermothe: . 
I a truly benevolent man, to endeavour to get 
Biploymcnt in this line, amongst the families he visil 
The good man, at once applauding and aSccted fay 
_ Jlotive that induced her to make this apptication to hii 
promised to do all in his power to serve her. He ket 
his word, but without being able to render her any « 
sential service, knowing but few families in the Ti^ig' 
bourhood. 

Six weeks.. ..six heavy and melancholy weeks psa 
away, without any change for the better taking plan 
the situation of her parents, when one mom' 
pxpiration of this period, as she was returning froni 

>p in D , where she had been to make some tr. 

B purchase, she was overtaken and sccnsted by an tl 
ttly man, of rather a genteel appearance, who having « 
hired ^vhether her name was Munro, and being tmswd 
i in the affirmative, drew a letter from his pocket, aiH 
fesented it to her, with an entreaty for her to pertiMil 
b the spot. 

*^ Confused and surprised, Elizabeth hes'rtattd for H ft 

^nutes what to do ; at length, on being urged in A <. 

pre vehement manner to an immediate peruad, 

foke the seal, but with a hand rendered tremulous 

; and casting her eyes over ihe -coDteats, j 

ived, with amazement that could only be cqiialrdb 

■ indignadon its purport gave rise to, (this b«inff ("' 

;r his Lordship had ordered to be delivered to h 

r she had had some weeks eXperimce of the hiti 

ESS of confineirient,) that it came from Lord O'SiniM 

' Thens Sir,' cried she, hastily folding it tip, btr p 

cheek fliistK-<i to crimaon, by the indignant feelings of | 

ioul-.-'Therp, Sir,' flinging it to its vilebesrrr; *K 

M letter to his Lordship will belter ( 

f him my sentiments relaii'^e to its coutetKs, tlMUi'ij 
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Bosver I cnuld send to it>...Hc may afflict, but whilst I 
nuUQ that B fit- approbation of whirh he seeks to deprive 
ne, it will not be inhlspowci- to humble me. ...As for 
you..»but,' turning sconifiilly fraoa him, ' I will uot de- 
grade mysell by holding further converse with such a 
being... .The i^ian capable of accepting such an cmploy- 
neni as you havu done, must be invulnerable to reproacii, 
destUutc of every principle of honour, generosity, and 
feeliiig.>..the vilest of his species, the most abject of rnor- 
lala.' 

' Nny, young ladv, this is being what I call rather se- 
VAvc,* returned the audacious emissary of his Lordship, 
mdeavouritig at the same time to obstruct her progress. 
. Elizabeth pushed by him, and flew, rather than ran, 
to the prison, towards which, whilst speaking to him, 
fhe bad been rapidly advancing, forgetting, from the 
agitation into which the incident had thrown her, that 
by BO doing she might espose him to the observation of 
Iier father, (their sitting-room overlooking the street,) 
' and thus, perhaps, be compelled to enter into explana- 
tions she had many reasons for wishing to avoid. . 

What she thought not of really happened. Munro, 
soon after she went out, sauntered towards a window, 
whence he beheld the whole of the scene between her and 
the vile agent of Lord O'Sinister. Her gestures left him 
no room to doubt her having been grossly insulted ; and 
now....nDw he feit with agony the loss of liberty, ...now 
that he beheld his child insulted, without having the 
power of flying to her aid, and chastising the wretch who 
IlKid meanly taken advantage of her unprotected situation 
to offend her. 

Breathless, and trembling in every limb, Elizabeth 
would gladly have kept out of his sight, till her agitation 
batlinsomcdegreesubsided, but that she had no other al' 
temative, the chamber she occupied being only accessi- 
ble through the sitting-room, than to remain exposed to 
the stare of a number of the other prisoners, or return 
to hira, lo which, of course, she gave the preference. 

Having, with all the calmness she could assume, and 

* purposely averted from his,' enquired after her 
r, who had lain down before she went out, sht 
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a gliding along the side of the room to Iier ctianber, 
^CQ Munro hastily approaching, seized her by tiic arm, 
[1 drawing her towards a window.... 
*■ Elizabeth,* said he, in a tone almost of atemnesa, 
g his penetrating eyes on her face, ' I have just 
fiitnessed a scene that requires explanation.' 
Il Elizabeth started.. ..her cheek alternately faded and 
Tushed.... every look evinced distress and c " ' 
fength, after the hesitation of a few minutes, she ! 
temp'.cd to stammer out something of having been i 
|i):en foranother person. 
■ Her father looked at her with still n 
mcstnesa....* Elizabeth,' said he, in 
e had never before addri;ssed her ir 
"^ tlon....By Heaven, I'll have the tnuh.» 

Shocked and alarmed, Elizabeth dropt kneeling at tm 
feet; still, however, she endeavoured to avoid the ex- 
planation he demandi:d. Her efforts to do^so, however, 
|Hwed unavailing ; the paternal anxiety of her father 
^ITiU too much awakened, to permit him to allow of any 
'iraston i and by degrees the whole of Lord O'Sum- 
i^nduct towards her was unfolded to him. 
L The emotions to which the disclosure gave rise, raw . 
sier be conceived than described ; with horror at hif | 
V escape from the snares of the villain, was rning^*_ 
t indignation and rage, at the desceptions practised a"" 
mself, which the particulars she gave, or, more COI 
^tly speaking, he extorted from her, fully elucidated 
yor a few minutes he felt too bewildered, too agitate 
to be able to articulate more than, like Geldsmith's 
oatured man.... 

■ How b*re I htta iectn'i I' 

ta With fervent piety his heart then ascended in thanki, 

^^ving to Heaven, for the preservation of his child.^ 

^^h thou,' he cried, one hand resting on the shoulder d 

the weeping and still kneeling Elizabeth, the other n 

cd in a supplicating attitude....' Oh thou, who hast hiUl 

to protected the innocence of tny child, still,sr" 

e to make he)- thy care ! Should it be thy (' 

y me hence, ero the atlurements «f yout* 
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iy iut faded, oh, raise her up Bome tender guardian to 
supply my place, and guard her from ihe perils to whicb 
ihey expose her !' 

It was setded that nothtng should be said to her mo> 
ther respecting the baseness of Lord O'Siniatcr. No- 
ching, however, could, prevent Munro from writing an 
Upbraiding Utter to hitn, in which, after fully expatialina; 
on the enormity of his conduct, he bade him beware, il' 
he wished to avoid being held up to the contempt he 
merited, of again insulting his daughter* 

Frum this period, another six weeks passed away, 
without any thing occurring to interrupt in any degree 
Jthe.iiow tiresome monotony uf their days ; at the expi-' 
l^t^n of which, Munro found himself so cruelly cm- 
rairassed, as to decide upon addressing his father. At 
fint he resolved on concealing from his wife and daugh- 
Hr his ^plication to him, lest it should inspire hope» 
that might expose them to disappointment ; but the a^* 
Mion into which penning it threw him, took from htm 
the power of adhering to this resolution. 

The day after he dispatched it, an answer waa returo- 
cd. Muoro Mtempted to open it, hut tlie agitation oc- 
casioned by the idea of perusing a Utter that would ia 
all probahitily, decide his fate, was so great, that he waa 
under tlte necessity oi' resigning it to Elizabeth, who 
was alone present. 

Their aatttoishment at its contents was uuspeakable, 
ner was their anguish leas ; but ere these are meotioaed, 
icUaecessary to relate, that a sliort period before the im- 
priB^meot of Munro, one dreary- night, when the whirl- 
MK tempest raved along the heath, aud foul and fierce 
fllT winter drove along the darkened air, a gendeman and 
bis servant, on horseback, missing the beaten track over 
it, applied at the house of Munro for directions of regain- 
ing it. 

Munro, whose native hospi tali liy and benevolence no- 
thing could impair, not satisfied with giving them the re- 
quired information, kindly invited them to alight, and 
uke shelter in his divellmg, till the fury of the storm had 
abated. 

His invitation was joyfully accepted ; the servant ww 
A»'2 
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It to enjoy the comforts of his kitchen fire, and the J 
ister brought in to pariidpate in thoae of hia parloiu 

h* Seiircc had he entered it, ere Munro recognized 
m an old acquaintance, of the name of Macintosh, I 
■ Sftroaet, residing in the neighbourhood of Glengary. 
Silvia recognition, however, led to no conversation of a 
"rticular nature, nor produced any alteration in ihc 
iianner of either.... One still remained lively and com* 
micative, the other courteous and unembarrassed- 
mind of Munro was just at this juncture too much 
Kupicd by the unpleasantness of his situation, to per- , 
to dwell on any thing which did not immediateK^ 
-n himself J he, therefore, scarcely bcetoweMw 
lliought on Sir James after he had quitted his habitatio^H 
^~£ut not so Sir James... .his thoughts continued fH 
lund the dwelling of Munro, long after he hid' 
ilken his departure from it : in a word, the beauty of 
llizabelb li;td made a complete conquest of his heart i 
d of no otiji^ct but her could he think, at least with aoy 

e of pleasure to himself. 
He was at this period somewhat advanced in life, and 
' a person betrayed both the ravages of time and dis> 
Baiion, to which he had always been inclined; boc | 
pthout suffering his propensity to it to involve him !■ 
_y difficulties, his avarice and ambition beingfully cquil 1 
b hii passion fcr pleasure. 

f'Fortuiie smiled not on his youth, but love i 
ftlends for her deiicieiicies ; his then handsome f 

insinuating address so recommending him to I 
lod graces of a lady of large fortune, near Gl«nn 
'it unpossfsstd of any attractions but what she d 

T that fortune, as to induce her to bestow her hm 
^ him. Conlraiy to his expectations, and with e 
might be suid, his wishes, (for she waa c 
Older than lumself,) she continued to mai; 
It in this world at the period which again k 
feced Munro to his knowledge. Notwithstsmdiqg d 
focuDi stance, however, he would have had DO bui^ 
II in endeavouring to create for himself an itUercHV 
ia'iT bosom of Elizabeth, but that he fcarcd-d 
1 ■cunsequences Qiight result to him, 
c ilavsi'-tcr cf such a man ta Munro. 
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K days previous to the receipt of Munro's letter 
■e Glragary, his mstrimoDial fetters were broLcn by 
the hand of <leath. Scarcely did he find himself freed 
from them, ere he conceived the project of endeavour- 
ing at once to gratify- both his love and his avarice, by 
trving to prevail od Mrs. Munro to persuade her hus- 
band to make Elizabeth his heiress, and bestow her on 
him. 

Thaiheknewhehadsome influence with Mrs. Munro, 
or he never would have thought of such a project, may 
readily be supposed. She h;id for years been a constant 
visitor at his house, the servile homage she paid Lady 
Alacintosh, in order to obtain the countenance of a wo- 
oaan of her rank and respectability in the neighbourhood, 
having rendered her a great favourite with her Ladyship, 
whose pride was excessive ; ant} Sir James, from his 
wish to stand well with all who could in any degree con- 
tribute to his gratification, had the address to persuade 
her she was equally esttemedby him. 

Convinced by tliis conduct that he had attached her to 
his interest, no sooner had he seen tlie remains of bis 
Jady consigned to the spot where he had been long wish- 
ing to see them deposited, than he requested a private 
audieace of Mrs. Munro, in which he briefly revealed | 
the purpose for which he had desired it ; and pledged 
himself, if she succeeded in the business he wislied her 
to undertake, to make not only a handsome addition to 
btt jointure, but to let her retain possession of the maa- 
Aion-hou&e during her life, and in every respect treat her 
AaiheJicad of the family. 

Pride and sellishness were iMrs. Munro's governing- 
:pnDCi]deB i it cannot, therefore, be supposed she had imy 
jiesitation in agreeing to do what promised so amply to 
gratify both. In thr efforts she made for accomplishing 
the wishes of Sir James, and to which she pretended to 

X credulous husband, she was merely stimulated by a 
L of justice and humanity, she quietly succeeded, 
maequence, a letter ftas on the poiniof being dis- 
Ito his long discarded and cruelly persecuted- 
Ethc moment his airived at Olengary. 
B answer returned to his applicatiou was dictated 
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by £r Jsmesi and ynttea by Mrs. Munro, her husbvod 
having long been under the necessity ol' employing 
amanuensis ; and briefly stated that hei Mr. Munro, 
ing disiocUned to visit the sins of the father upon 
children, had decided upon maVing his granddaughter 
his heiress, provided she consented to accept the hand of 
Sir James Macintosh, (of whose wealth, consequeaoe, 
and virtues, an exaggerated account was ^Ivcn,) in 
which case, but on no other condition, his affairs should 
be arranged, and a proper provision made for him and 
his tamily. 

To describe what Eliz^icth felt at the perusal of thit 
letter, at finding, as it were, the fate of her parents ] 
into her hands, and that without making a saciifice 
Jess painful in her idea than would have been that of 
"■here was no hope.. ..no prospect of their being restor 
ihliberty, or any other comfort, would be inaposwl 
I Eecoiliog from making this sacrifice, yet aim 
lohamed of doing so, she sought to avoid the looks 
ter father, lest she should read reproach and indignalii 
n them, for her hesitation ou the subject. 
'; His disposition, however, was too disinterested, to 
rait him to feel either angry or indignant at this ci> 
isiance ; nor from his knowledge of the strength of 
c attachment to Delacour, did its feel any surprise at 
' il. For the first time, however, be wished, but in si- 
knee, that this attachment had not existed, since aty 
thing, he almost felt persuaded, from the style of the let- 
ter just received, but her compliance with the wishes nt 
her grandfather, could obtain for bimany change of sia> 
■gUtion. 

H| He determined, however, not to let despair preveqt 
^is ntakiug another elfort for the purpose ; accord ing^j,' 
as soon as Tic had dissipated the terrors under which ' 
saw poor Elizabeth trembled, he addressed another li 
terlo his father, stating the engagement between her 
Delacour, and conjuring him, in the most energetic tei 
not to let her refusing to break a vow, which honour ai 
generosity alike demanded her keeping, since aoUlii 
could be more diBiatere>ted....inore noble than " 
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If her loTer, prevent him from rendering him the 
Ttretstance he required. 

Elizabeth tried to hope this letter would have the wish- 
ed-for effect ; but if it should not her heart almost died 
within her at the idea. How then was she to act ?.... 
* Relinquish hope... .relinquish happiness. ....relinquish 
Delacour !' was her itaponst: to this self- interrogatory, in 
the BOlitude of her chamber, and the hour of darkness 
and despair.... Yes, if nothing but her acquiescence loihe 
prtiposal of her grandfather could obtain the enlarge- 
lOent of her 1 ather,she soten)nIy vowed to comply with h. 



(Wbiitbl'i 



CHAP. XVIIL 



MUNRO,too well acquainted with the stub- 
I nature of his father, to imagine he would give Up 
a measure on which he appeared to have set his heaTI* 
and unsuspicious of the resolution Elizabeth had form- 
ed, the subject being too painful for her to touch on, could 
no Idnger make a siuggle against despair. Want alrea- 
dy stared him in the face, and the horrors its approach 
excited were aggravated by the languishing state of Mrs. 
Munro's health and his anticipation of what the suffer- 
ings of Elizabeth would in all probability be, should she, 
as now appeared likely to be the case, ^e left an orphan 
ere the return of Delacour. The gloom of his mind 
inf*-ted his manners, and communicated itself to his 
countenance ; he could no longer force himself to con- 
verse, no longer command a smile ; the society of hia 
wife and daughter ceased to charm, and in the most re- 
tired parts of the grounds attached to the prison, he now 
^Bged those hours he had heretofore devoted to them. 
l!j^Bl2abetli, ignorant of what was really passing in his 
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ipleaaure, at her having had any hesitation on a poia 
i Wliich concerned hU happiness and her mother's. j 

If ' Hu accuses mc, in all probability,' she crietl to haj 
fclf, ' of selfishness. ...deems mc unworthy, perhaps, | 
the tenderness he has »o long lavished on me....* the id^ 
almost rived her heart....' But his cruel father, perhapi 
»he cDoUnucd, ' will furnish me with an opportunity ^ 
proving to him that I am not entirely engrossed by scUm^ 
Oh, should he,' with all the wildness of despair ahe ad- 
ded, ' at what a price....3t what a dreadful price shall I 
regain bis good opinion !' 

An answer was returned to Munro's second applica- 
tion the evening after it was sent. Their frugal dinner 
over, Mrs, Munro had withdrawn to her humble couch, 
which she was bow seldom able to quit for any Imgth tii 
time, and only he and Elizabeth, at the moment of its 
delivery, were together, seated at a distance from each 
Other, silent, sorrowful, abstracted. 

With something like a feeliog of desperation... .a feel- 
ing which gave a transient animation to his countenance, 
Munro broke the seal- A glance at the contests auf. 
ficed to convince him they were unfavourable, and drop- 
ping the letter, he struck his hand on his forehead, and ill ~ 
stautly rushed from the room. ' 

[ As he quitted it, Elizabeth rose from her seat, aflJ 
with trembling knees (his emotion making her appn 
hend the worstj approached the chair he had occupief 
and taking up tne letter, glanced over it. For an instil' 
' she remained motionless, the picture of despair, tin 
iinking on her kiees....' Oh, Delacour !... .beloved D^ ^ 
lacotir !' she exclaimed, clasping her hands together, 
' must I then give you tip ?....Ib there no way of saving 
my family, but by my resignation of you ?.... Alas ! I be- 
hold none; and in breaking the vow I fondly plightc^^f^ 
you, I plant thorns in my bosom, which must for cV^ 
rankle there* Since thus doomed to part, would that i 
had never metM..never met !' she repealed with a btin^ 
of anguish, and drawing from her bosom his pictured 
that picture which had so long been pressed against tT 
keart where his image was en&hrvn£d....aa often addre^ 
^KMod wept over....' AVi, HtKuccAWn^ \)S&ci&&^ 
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llM^ifle, wheR he sent me this, Uie hoar would ever ar* 
rive in which I should have uttered such a wish !' 

Her COD tempi at ion of the likeness of her lover did not 
tend to assuage her anguish j she pressed it in voluntarily, 
snd with agonizing tenderness, to her pale and quiver- 
lag lipa....she deluged it with hci tears—she held it to 
her heart, as if she never, never meant again to take it 
Acnce, while with « despairing look her eyes were raised 
towards Heaven, as if, like the unhappy Juliet, dt-mand* 
hjg ' whether there was no pity sitting in the clouds, that 
saw into the bottom of her grief f' 

Her thoughts at length reverting to her fatber...,to the 
air of distraction with which he had quitted the room, 
she hastily arose, and not without bitterly rFproaching[ 
herself for having so long delayed to follow him, hasten- 
ed to the solitary haunt he was wont to frequent. 

The gloom of twilight had already fallen o'er the scenCf 
md a cold and savage blast howled mournfully througb 
the old and leafless trees that shadowed the spot. She 
found him pacing the ground, with an air that too evi- ' 
dently proclaimed the dreadful agitation of hia mind. 

' Oh ! my dear father,' she instantly exclaimed, ui 
accents of mingled tenderness and melancholy, ' what an 
evening is this for you to be out!..«let me conjure yoft 
to come in.' 

Munro, for the first time shrinking from her. on he»- 
attempting to lake his arm, motioned with hia hand for 
fier to leave him. 

' Oh, I cannot.... cannot !' she cried....' I cannot think' 
of leaving you exposed to such a storm as this,' 

Again Munro waved his hand for her to quit hiin..M' 
• No,' said he, in atone of aiemness and solemnity : ' th* 
etorm within,' and he struck his breast, ' renders mc m» 
sensible to that without ; but even if this were not the' 
case, my life isnowof too litde consequence, too wretchi- 
•ed, to permit me to be an^iious to preser^'e it... .he whe 
1o<^5 fonvard without hope, tan scarcely be anxiom in 
4T0id death. Like a blasted tree, 1 have withered, us 
toTcvivc ; and the sooner I diop, ^eVKWjw 
Elizabeth's alarm encrcasi:d....sV\e\o(^e& tOT-wi^v 
"icfc...ft:» eye was *ild.,..U\s liWecV M «. ^^^"« 
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^^^BKs....of the brightness of bis couatenance not a i 

^^■r * Oh, should the sacrifice I am about making be mai 
^^^Bb late to save him !' she internally exclaimed. ^^ 

Shuddering at the fearful idea, she clung to hit J 
arm,...' Oh, my father !' she cried, ' despair not of yet ' 
enjoying happier days.... I no longer hesitate to submit I 
|o the will of my grandfatker. From the moment I uik- 
rstood it, I made up my mind to acquiesce in it, pro- 
[ded his assistance could not be otherways obtained.,^ 
! could you think,' she added, seeing her father re* 
garding her with a look of mingled incredulin and voa*-M 
der, ' that 1 could know myscit possessed of the powi 
of obtaining your liberty, and yet refuse exercising itfl 
Munro no longer doubting her sincerity, clasped hd 
to his heart.. >.* Many daughters have done virtuously^ 
he exclaimed, as he strained her to his bosom, whilff 
tears of tenderness, gratitude, pity, and regret, gushed^ 
from him, and bedewed her pale cheek; 'but thou.^ 
oh! thou, my Elizabeth, excellest ihem all, for well I 
know what it must cost thee to make the sacrifice thou 
hast promised.' 

' I....1 will not deny,' returned Elizabeth, iu faiterinflr 
accents, ' th^it it is a painful one i *tis due to Delacoui 
'tis due to my own character, to acknowledge that | 
cannot break my engagement to him without a pan^J 
But oh, my father, have you not instructed, have yon 
not taught me to believe, that virtue will still poor Mia 
o'er the wounds inflicted by the sacrifices she demand! 
of us J' 

' Yea, assuredly ; the sorrows of virtue arc still foU 
lowed by her consolations : but, my Elizabeth, lest you 
should be templed to imagine the nature of jour father 1 
changed, that selliahness has at length gained domiiuoa 
over him, 1 protest to you, in the awful sight of Heaven, 
that nothing but consideration for your mother, nothing 
short of being convinced'she must sink beneath her pre- j 
sent stifT^rings, it'not speedily alleviated, couM inaucAfl 
me to p.-rmit the sacrifice you have decided o 
■ H e na longer delayed teUrtnvn^ to his apu 
^■eft be bsvl ao sooaer entered, xUutXu %tt 4 ~™ 
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e letter from Glengarj' : with pain. ...with anguisli 
of heart he wrote it, too well acquainted with the nature 
of Elizabeth not to know what she itiust sulFer on the 
present occasion ; too sincerely attached to Delaeour.... 
tiie warm hearted and noble Delacour, not to be agoniz- 
ed by the idea of what he would feel, when he should 
kear of her broken vow, her violated faith. ...in short, her 
resolution, far from lessening his wretchedness, only 
changed the nature of it. Of this Mrs. Munro was now 
informed, but without any comment on the pain attend- 
ing on it< Like her husband, however, she had too per* 
feet a knowledge of the disposition of Elizabeth, not to 
know what her feelings relative to it must be; and as 
Qothing but consideration for her could have induced 
him to acquiesce in it, so nothing but a conviction, that 

Jiliuch longer continuance in prison would prove fatal to 
im. could have occasioned her to do so, 

Munro's letter to Glengary brought the transported 

Sir James to D the next morning, with a letter fron» 

ihe old gentleman, enclosing a hank note of fifty pounds, 
but stating, that in consequence, of the evidently retuc- 
iant acquiescence, his proposal of uniting her to the 
Baronet had met with, he had decided on not liberating 
him, till the marriage of Elizabeth had taken place. 

The base, the ungenerous distrust this letter manifest- 
ed his father harbouring of him, roused all that was Gery 
and indignant in the nature of Munro. The presence of 
Sir James, however, made him quickly eudeavour to sub- 
due the emotion it excited. 

After cspaciating some time on the pain he felt at the 
idea of his having suffered so much, and the happiness he 
flliould derive from endeavouring to prove himself wor- 
thy of his future confidence and friendship, Sir James re- 
queated to be indulged with an interview with his fair 
inistress, who, on the annoucement of his name, had 
precipitately, with her mother, left the room. 

Since matters had proceeded thus far, Munro, conceiv- 
ing it but right that he should be gratified, repaired t« 
Elizabeth. He found her in a state of the most ifa.vo.tv\ 
agitation jbut though every leeVmgTtvQVtiM.'Cut.'iis-"*-'^ 
seefDg Sir Jumea, of listemng ui a d^'u&iAon Vwv^^a* 

V^ot. n. lih 
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^Vj^i— n«vcr, she fdt perBuaded, could again be pleastag. 
to her ear, she refused not complying with his request^ 
but let her father lead her to the room, since, like hin^ 
ehe could cot avoid acknowledging, that since she had 
consented to accept the addresses of Sir James, propriety 
demanded her attitig *o as to conceal her repugnance to . 
them ; but notwithstanding thisj involuntarily, and with 
averted ejes. she shrunk back, on hia attempting to take 
her hand from her father. He persisted, however, in lead- 
ing her to a stat, spite of her too evident distress, with a 
cheek flushed whh rapture, for Sir James was incapable 
of feeling for any mortal but himself, thanked her, in thfl 
most high-flown terms, for consentiog to render htm th« 
most enviable of men. and assured her the study of hit 
life should be to evince his gratitude. 

Elizabeth tried to listen to him with composure ; bu) 
irrhen he ventured to press for an early day, and artfully 
represented the necessity (here was lor it, by meniioaing 
her grandfather's determination relative to her fadieri 
9nd which he pretended he had vainly attempted to tAur^ 
she could no longer controul her feelings. Snatching 
away her hand, she started up, and flew from the rooiii| 
in an agony too great for description. But scarcdy hiwl 
she left it, ere tenderness for her parents induced her to 
return, and falter vut an apology for having quitted it so 
abruptly. 

Sir James, whatever might be the displeasure he felt, 
and that he felt some was probable, as he was an irritabli 
man, at an emotion which augured his being more than 
mdiflerent to her, let nothing be seen in hia looks and 
manner but smiles and softness ; he again led her to a teU,, 
expressed the deepest regret for the sudden indispositioft 
to which he aficcted to impute her recent conduct, and 
finallj' by degrees revived (he subject which had beH, 
thus mterrupted; and had, at length, the supreme fdici^ 
of receiving a promise from her to become his inihe coc " 
fa few days, but accnoipanied by a request, lo be 
'^d scciii^r him again, till the one appoinud ibr 
ilit>iage....a request which, after her ready iicqiiirw 
Mrisfics, Sir James coutd not wwd 
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The disgust which Elizabeth feh at the flaming decla- 
cations of Sir Jtitnea, united to her wish for an uninter- 
i:u)>t£d oppartuuity of endeavouring to reason herself ia 
some dtgree to a fate that now seemed inevitable, \ras 
her mollvc for this request. 

But invam didshe endeavour toreason with herself i the 
nearer the hour approached, in which to dwell longer on 
,tbe idea of Dclacour, that idea which she had so long, bo 
fondly cherished, would be criminal, the more wretched 
the became. No tear, no sigh, Ijowevcr betrayed to her 
parents what she luScred i nor was a tear, a sigh, req^ui- 
■itc to do so ; her countenance was the faithful index of 
-her heart, and with unutterable anguish, from its sad ex- 
pression, they perceived that at the shrine of filial duty 
she was about sacrificing evety hope of earthly happiness. 

Munro*s anguish was rendered still raore poignant 
than his wife's by the observauons \vhich he had oppor- 
tunities of making on Sir James, and which inclined him 
10 believe he was one of those selfish characters, who 
make their own gratification their first, if not sole con- 
aeration, and with whom, of course, it was not to be 
imagined a person of so very opposite a nature aa was 
Elizabeth, could ever enjoy felicity. 

Still, however, nonvith standing this surmise, the situ- 
ation of her mother withheld him from desiring to see 
her recede from her newly-formed engagement ; and 
there were moments in which he tried to sooih his ago* 
nizing mind, by indulging a hope that her gentle vir- 
tues, her unaffected sancdty, and sweetness of disposi- 
tion, would have too powerful an effect upon Sir James, 
nQt to permit the fultilnientof this engagement to obtain 
her some degree of happiness. 

Such was the substance of the story which Stubbs, in 
his plain, though prolix manner, related to the deeply-in- 
teruted and agonizing Osmond. We shall not dwell on 
the frequent interruptions it received from him, neithep 
the alternate bursts of passion and of sorrow it excited t 
suffice, that on ita conclusion, he might with truth have 
aaid<^« 
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Tn vain did Stubba, who, as he proceeded in his nep- 
raU\e, had gradaally raised hiinsdf in his estimation, by 
the pan which, notwithstanding hia unostentatious spirit, 
he could not avoid acknowledging he had tiikcn in the 
concerns of his family, endeavour to assuage his anguish, 

' prevail on him to partake of the frugal fare set before 
. Hia arik-ss eloquence was unavailing, and, at length, 

Jnccd, by Osmond's telling him, after he had gratel'ul- 
ly thanltid him fur his wtiemion, that the grentcst kind- 
ness he could at present confer on him, would betti let 
lijm take possession of the chamber he had so huspiiablr 
-"•red him. 

ic principal pan of the night, for he neither thought 
dressing or reposing, was p lased, by Osmond, la 

iingthc narrow limiis of hia chamber, mourning over 
misery of his famdr. 

' Uohaj-py parents,' he repeatedly exclaimed, ' what 
must you not guffer at beholding the wretchedness of 
your daughter ! and ymi, my dear, dear siater, would to 
Hi-aven. by the sacrifice of myself, 1 could save you 
from that you are about making !' 

Was there no way, he considered, by which this sacri- 
fice might be prevented ? might not an appeal to the hon- 
our, the sensibility of Sir James, or a representation in 
person on the subject to his grandfadier, avert it ? 

' But DO, no,' with all the wildness of despair, he re- 
plied to himself, ' Sir James has not feelings that can fan 
moved by an appeal of the kind, or he never could hav«- 
acied as he has done ; nor the obdurate parent of tnyfi^j 
iher, a particle of humanity in his disposition, or he PO] 
vcr would have taken advantage of the distress of 1 
son, to doom his child to misery !' 

But the contemplation of this misery was not his 
source of anguish at present ; the idea of what he wa 
thoroughly convinced Detacour would suffer, at Ibailli 
"Elizabeth, scarcely less tortured him. 

' Oh why, why,' in agony he exclaimed, ' mtnt « k 
like theirs be rent asunder ! Oh, Dclacour, dear aik| 
estimable Iricnd, must the cup of sorrow be adinitnM 
to rhee by friends, to whom thy ha^^iness hso^ 
t ilie first dawn ott\ay \w ty"'-''''-^^^ ^" 
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^^HtfifBt to set out for D Stubbs, however, could not 

inmedtately attend him thither ; he waa, therefore, forc- 
ed to curb his impatience, as, without hia return being 
cautiously announced to his family, he could not think 
of appearing before them, lest, in the present agitated 
state of their feelings, seeing him abruptly might be at- 
tended with fatal consequences ; especiiUly as he knew 
there was nothing they less expected at this momcnt,ow- 
ingto their having, Siubbs informed him, received the 
letter he wrote from Naples, stating his being to all ap- 
pearance settled there for life, and expressing his hope of 
their shordy joining him in that kingdom. 

To while away the tedious moments he was obliged 
to wait for the farmer, or rather avoid that obsenratioa 
so irksome to the suffering heart, he strolled into the 
garden, and from thence to a wild and savage part of the 
heath, where, at this early hour, every thing looked cold, 
bleak, and dismal. The summits of the immense moiut* 
tains, viewed from hence, rugged with rocks, and patch- 
ed with a rank and mournful grass, and appearing, irosa 
the undulating horizon tliey formed, as il, (to make use 
of the words of a modern writer, iu speaking of similar 
ones) ' impelled and driven onward in immense waves 
and broken swells,' were yet veiled in heavy clouds, 
while the mists and exhalations of morning returned in 
streaming showers upon the vallies that intersected 
tbem, heightening their dreariness almost to horror. 

The sympathetic gloom of every object was, however, 
intnitely more consonant to the present feelings of Os- 
mond, dian a livelier scene would have been ; and he 
accordingly continued wandering about, gazing on the 
well-remembered haunts of his childhood, with a sensa- 
tion of mingled bitterness and pleasure, till Stubbs came 
in quest of him, to inform him he was ready to attend 

him to D 

Midway between it and Heathwood they met a chaise 
and four, driving rapidly towards the latter place, from 
which, as it passed, Osmond was much surprised at hear- 
ing himself called. He stopped; the chaise did so at 
^^le same moment, and with aeti&3,U.QQ& un.^!^^^ ^^'^^ 

^^Sjgedlxd, he beheld Delacour. 



Tift DISCAanfiD aOH. 

f Good Heavens ! do my senses deceive me ." ciio 
XMacour, bursting open the door, and springing out, ' o 
have 1 really the hiippiness of eeeing yovi.. ..still Be«:in| 
)'0u in the liiud of t}ie living ! O, my denr, dear fellow, 
shaking Osmond by the hand, with aU the ctirdiality 
friendship, ' what have I not suffered on your account! 
The idea of your disiual fate made me dread, as tnucl 
ns long, to behold your famil_\' : but no more, at leastai 
present, of past sorrows.... this hUssed moment more ihsti 
compi-nsatcs for all. Come, jou must turn back witJ 
Avilh me ; and as we pi*oceed to Hcathwood, gratify th 
anxiety 1 feel, to know by what miiacU, for to notbiflj 
less can 1 think your preservation owing, »*6u escapei 
the roercileaa waves that swallowed up the frigate y 
were in.' 

• You shall hear all, my dear friend,' returned < 
inand ; ' but you must order the chnise to turn, Ibr^. 
for,' involuntaritv hesitating, * mv lamily have 
Ueathwood.' 

' Left Heathwood !' echoed Delacowr, in an accent 
indicative of the greatest surprise ; ' what that dear lit 
lie snug retreat your father was so fond of ! but I trui" 
ihey have not removed to any great distance from it.' 
. ' No, not a great way,' replied Osmond, with force) 
composure ; ' but order the carriage to turn, and take u 
to the inn .it D........' 

Then drawing Slubbs aside, he, in a low voice, n 
guested him to hjsten to his father, cautiously break hi 
reluin, and inform him, but without touching on the in' 
cident thiit had just taken place, that he would shortly b 
with hini. 

' Good God !' exclaimed the warm-hefiried DelacoUi 
with a burst of gniteful juv, on Osmond's tatiiig a scA 
beside him, ' how httk did I imagi.ie, at tl 
mcnt of this dav, such happiness was in sK 
1 cQW enjoy, from seeing you again in htakh and saf« 
ty I.... Yet great ns it is,' he added, after a tran^ictit pnuM 
and with a half sigh, ' it is not perfect. The idea of re 
turning m vour sister, only rich in love, pievenls its \n 
Mlg^o. The hopes with which 1 quitted England hm 

I disap^imed. liwteai^ oi miV-.R^ \i.e 
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voyage I expected, ere I had compleated il, the ship I 
comtnandcd, iu ronsfquence of the injury it sustitiaed, 
in an engagement with two largtir vessels of the enemy, 
which we had the satisfactioa, however, of thinkici}; we 
rcTeoged in a manner thai must prevent their shortly . 
making another, foundered ; and my brave companinns 
and I must have gone to the bottom, but for a frigHte 
bound lor England, thnt suddenly hove in sight, the Jleet 
witii which we set sail from Porumouth l>eing di^pt-rsed 
by heavy gales. My ship, aa you may perceive,' glanc- 
ing with a half smile at his arm, whieh Osmond, now 
for the first time, perceived in a sling, ' was not alt that 
suffered in the batdc with the Monsicurs.' 

AU hope of Delacour's being able to prevent the sa- 
crt&ce of his sister, dcatroytd by this state ment.Ogm on d 
felt himstlf more wretched than ever, so painful to his 
feelings was the idea of the task, which he saw had de- 
volved to him, of acquuintiiig him with the loss of £11- 
zabith. 

After a little dtliberation, he resolved on being silent 
on the subject, till they had reached the inn, and then, 
on practising a Hide deception on Delacour, by inform- 
ing him Elizabeth waa already married, lest otherwise 
he should attempt to obtain an interview with her, and 
thus augmetii the wretchedness of all parties. 

' Is ihere an absolute necessity for our slopping at 
D i' asked Delacour suddeoly, and with an anx- 
ious luolt. 

Oppressed by the most agonizing sensations, Osmond, 
with difficulty, articulated....' Yes.' 

* And why V demanded Delacour, still more earnestly 
and anxiously. 

- ' You shall ....hear,' with involuntary hesitation, re- 
turned Osmond, ' as soon as We get to the inn.' 

• To the inn !' repeated the impetuous Delacour. 
' Dear Osmond,' suddenly grasping his arm, and look- 
ing in his face, ' you alarm me. ...your ipamier is con- 
atrained....your looks are embarrassed.... more, distress is 
legible an every feature ! if any evil awaits me, let me 

i koow it, for the tortures of &u%\<t\k&c%\%'OAV«J«- 
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^^_ * [ conjure you to suspend for the present all furdrt 
^^Ebquirtes on the subject, cried Osmond, in the mostfiU 
^^^wcatihg acceot, unwiltiug, from the agitatioQ he yi 
^^Mb commcDce yet awhile the story he had to reUt«. ._ 
^^BT' * fmpossible.... impossible ! you might as well bid i 
^^Knd waves be still, as bid me cease my enquiries 
^^■toBwered.' 

^B- ' See, D appears in sight,' cried Osmond j ' a fi 

minutes more, and you shall be gratified, my dear Dd 

* Well, now I trust,' said Delacour, on their cnten 
gin apartment, shutting the door, and turning towai 
Osmoud as he spoke, ' you will no longer hesitate rele 
ing me from the rack on which you liave placed me.' 

' Heaven can attest how uinvillingly,' returned O 

ind, in accents of mingled solemnity and tendernt 

lOh Delacour, believe me I cannot give a pang to yt 

art, without inflicting a still severer one on my o\ 

'any...-many are the painful hours 1 have experienc 

since we last parted ; but this outdoes them all in bitte 

ness, since it reduces me to the necessity ofwouDil 

the feelings of him, whom, as a brother, my soul loi 

Elizabeth ' 

' Brive me not to madness by pausing !* exclair 
Delacour, the flush which Impatience had given to 
manly cheek yielding to a deathlike paleness, and his lit 
quivering through emotion. ' Elizabeth ! wiiat....what^ 
her?' 

' Is ' 

* Dead!' interrupted Delacour, ' in a tone ofhorw 
and evidentl)' holding by a chair to prevent himself froi 
sinking to the floor. 

' To you,' returned Osmond, after the silence o( 
minute, and in a solemn and emphatic accent. 

' Ha !' exclaimed Delacour, starting, and with an 
lion that again crimsoned his cheek ; ' what say you 
proaching Osmond ; ' Elizabeth not dead but to mc 
do you mean to insinuate that she is faithle88..«do yf 

wish mc to understand that she is ' 

Married,* cried Osmond, with difficulty, snd h 
tly lumiog from Us g%xct i 
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ll«med.... Elizabeth married !' repeated Delacour, 
asilenL'e of some minutcs....a silence, which more 
forcibly than language could have done, proclaimed the 
ahock the intelligence had given him, ' But,' after an- 
other pause, ' what a fool am I to he surprised at the 
news f for what attractions can 1 pretend tu, that I should 
be astonished at not being able to fix the wavering afTec- 
tiotis of a volatile woman ? You will oblige me,* he ad- 
ded, but evidently with difficulty, and in a tone of ming^ 
led irony and bitterness, ' by letting me know who my 
happy successor in her favuui|ps i' 
■ Osmond, hut with reluctance, informed him. 

' A Barnnct !' resumed Delacour ; ' well, my pride at 
Ipast should be gratified by her not huviiig sacrihced me 
to a meaner rival.' 

' O Delacour,' cried Osmond, turning with quickness 
tbwards him, eager, from laudable pride, to vindicate his 
'ftietcr, of the selfishness, inconstancy, and vanity, which 
it was now eridcnt Delacour imputed to her, * could you 
loolc into her heart, you would find — ' 

He paused.... paused, owing to his suddenly reflecting 
tm the cruelty he should be guilty of, in trying to justify 
Elizabeth in the opinion of her lover, since no doubt 
could be entertained, that in proportion to his esteem for 
her, would be his regret for her loss. 

' Well,' resumed Delacour, after evidently wailing a 
few minutes for him to finish the sentence, ' could I look 
into her heart, what should I find there ^...art, affecta- 
tion, and vanity,' 

' Let us wave the subject,' cried Osmond, greatly 
agitated ; ' 'tis a most unpleasant one.' 

' Truly 50,' returned Delacour, ' as would, jndeed, 
any other at the present moment, for I feel much fa- 
tigued ; as I cannot, therefore,' pulling the bell as he 
spoke, ' any longer enjoy your compan)', I reqnest you 
may not, on my account, delay rejoining your no doubt 
hapW" family.' 

* My happy family !' almost groaned Osmond ; ' Oh 
Delacour........' 

gE^TTiiiter appearing, DcUcoui t\e&v[e^\'a \»^ 
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DelacoUT, stop, for an iDatant, I implore you,* cri( 
Osmond, alarmed by the wildness of his loolcs, and sg 
nizedHtthe idea of his shutting himself upto brood ov 
bis disappointment ; ' surely,' catching him by the an 
SB he was quitting the apartment, ' you do not mean 
^ us part in such a manner... .you do not intend to 1 
"~'iat has happened interrupt our friendabip?' 

' For ever,' returned Delacour, with a look of fiore 
■ess, and in a corresponding tone. ^ Of your trui 
your sincerity, I entertained not a higher opinion than 
did of your sister's, and yet she has dcccived....crud 
deceived me ; I will not, therefore, put it in the pow 
of another of the family to do so. From this peiiod 
trust the name of Muiuro will remain a stranger to n 
•ar.' 

* Time often conquers strong prejudices,' said O 
anond ; ' I will not, therefore, despair of your yet beii 
convinced, that among your friends you do not rai 
more sincere ones than are those who btar it.' 

' Perhaps so i but till that time arrives, I trust H 
shall never meet.' 

' Greatly as my feelings are hurt by your Creatmen 
cried Osmond, ' yet I cannot. ...cannot bring myself 
join in that wish.* 

Dclacour, without replying, made another eSbrt 
wididraw his arm from the grasp of Osmond, but whii 
a sudden faintness that came over him rendered unavs 
ing. Osmond, perceiving him change colour and gt$ 
ger, hastily supported him to a couch. 

* For Heaven's sake, my dear fellow,' he eagerly 
manded, ' what is the matter!' 

Delaf our, without speaking, glanced at his wounded 
arm, and with a sensation of horror, Osmond behed tl " ' 
scarf which supported it deluged in blood, occasioned 
the bursting open of his wound, in consequence of ~ 
agitation he had experienced. 

Osmond was hastening to procure him asatgn 

•hen he stopt him, to desire he would only ring for 

servant, whose attendance, he added, was all (hat 

rtgiihiK. 

B Ostnond obeyed. As soon** "^^ »xm.(A 



TS8 OISCARDSD 30M. All 

mcd up, and a glass of wine adminislered to him 
by the hand of Osmond, whose attenticms appeared to 
have an effect upon him, henilh difficulty avoided ao 
knowledging, he again moved towards the door, for the 
purpose of quitting the room. 

' Delacour, ere you retire, will you not tell me whe- 
ther I may not hope to see you again M said OBinond, 
following him. 

* I mean to quit this place almost immediately,' repli- 
ed Delacour. 

' Indeed ! then 'tis probable we shall not meet again, 
ftt least for a long, long period. Well. ...but,' with * 
deep sigh, * 'tis our lot to suffer in this life....' then al^ 
most involuntarily tendering his hand, 'Delacour, will 
you not bid me farenell f ' 

* Oh, Osmond !' grasping his offered hand, ' why 
^s?....You add to the pain [ already labour under, trf 
Ihus persisting to be kind.... if you regard me, let ua part 

' Adieu then !' cried Osmond....' May Heaven blesa 
you, and health and happiness be youi 's 1' 

' 'Tis a good wish,' said Delacour, evidently strug- 
gling with his feelings, * and I will echo it. Osmond, 
notwithstanding wliat han happened-.. what I have said^ 
trust me, Ishall ever rejoice at hearing of your welfare i 
and not only of your's, but (^for I am not vindictive) of 
hef'a who ' He paust^d lor an instant in evident ago- 
ny, and then proceeded....' Yea, though, she has blasted 
my hopes of happiness, may her's never perish... .may she 
Dever, never experience a pang similar to that she haa 
made me feel ! Osmond, farewell .' if we can ever meet 
again without pain, 1 shall not regret the circumstance ;• 
then dropping his hand, he quitted the room. 

' Oh, never,' sighed Osmond to himself, as Delacour 
•irittldrew, * will that period, I fear, arrive ; we have there- 
fore, in all probability, now met for the last time. Oh, 
Delacour ! intslimable friend ! thou, whom with truth I 
may aav, I have worn in my heart's core... .aye, in my 
heart of hearts, what can console me for the lo&a vitxksj 

^A^fricndship !' _ \^!m 

violence of Kw emot\otv» Vai. ■».'^'«n^ 
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aubeided, he left the apartment, for the purpose of « 
_ilig to the prison of his father. Id the hall he cDCounH 
■ •d Miictalla. 

I • ' Ah, Signor !' exclaimed he, in his usual manner,*] 
Sir, as in future 1 shall st)le you, since we are row b 
British ground, 1 am glad I have met you, for there 
tile real Signor, Signor Barbarino, fretting and foa 
to see you. 

' It is not in my power to wail on him at present-^ 
therefore desire he may not know of iny being here.' . 
Mactalla looked earncsdy at his master for a atim 
without speaking, then soddenlj' turning on his heeU 
darted to a dour at the side of the hall, and throwing) 
open....' Signor Barbarino.. ..Signor Barbarino!' V' — " 
claimed, to the utter amazemtnt as well as displeaai 
Osmond, who had never bclbre known him to act i 
other than the most submissive manner, ' here i 
master.' 

Osmond, in a frame of mind that could not pern 
him to brook trifling, was unable to suppress the 
^d indignation this disobedience to his orders exc 

' How dare you. Sir,' cried he, darting a furious glaa 
it Mactalla, ' act in such a manner i' ■; 

' 'Nay, pray don't chide him, said Signor Barbaril 
jrho on Osmond's being announced, had approached 1 
boor, and now laid his hand on his arm ; ' what he i 
^oc has been in compliance with my wishes j let.^ 
^t, therefore, suiFt^r for his good-natured anxiety, 
(bilge me.' , 

, ' it it was in my power. Sir," cried Osmond, but | 
n a ruffled voice, ' to dtvote any time to you at pres« 
J should not be angry wilh him for the manner in wh 
_5lc has acted ; but 1 am at thisjuncture so particularly) 
^aged, that it is not possible for me to do so.' 

* t am Borry to hear that,' returned Signor Bari»ri| 
*for f hoped to have had your company this day at Iq 
but indulge me with a few minutes converftatiotb* 

Osmond reluctimily consented, and entering die | 
lour, the old gentleman closed the door. 

•/ have already been so foTtunate^' continual 
Pi discover the fricndil c»TOe\i\0\CT'w ' 
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having forgot to mention jou io tlic course of the con- 
versation I have had with them, relative to rcc«!nt events, 
their anxiety for an introduction to you is so great, that 
I shall feel mysetf much monified if not able (o gratify 
then), by prevailing on you to spend the day with us.' 

* For llie favourable report whici) has given birth to 
the anxiety you speak of, accept my acknowledgments,. ' 
Sir,' said Osmond ; ' but undeserving should I be of your 
favourable sentiments, (as I am confident vou would I 
yourself confess, did you know how I am situated at this 
moment.) were I to comply with your present wishes.* J 

• Why, you are not in any trouble, I hope !' demand- 
ed the old gentleman, fixing his still penetrating eyes en 
the countenance of Osmond. ^ 

Osmond involuntarily shook his head. 

'Ami to understand,' rejoined Signor Barbanno, 
* that you have been disappointed with regard to the aitua-' 
tion in nhich you expected to find your family i* 

Again a melancholy shake of the head was Osmond's 
only reply, 

' Ah ! I perceive you have,* resumed Signor Barbari- 
no....'Tru3t me, I sincerely sympathize with you; but 
' and he paused for a moment, ' yielding to de- 
jection can do no good ; therefore, let me conjure you, 
my dear young friend, to exert yourself, be ihe trial yoTl 
have just met with what it may, since fortitude under 
affliction is not only a proof of resignation to the will uf 
the Supreme, (without whose divine permission no evil^ 
we ^re taught lo believe, can befal us,) but also one of 
(he best we can give of understanding ; it being a super- 
lative folly, every one must allow, to complain of what 
ia inevitable ; for, as the sparks fly upward, eo is man, 
sooner or later, destined to suffer.' 

Osmond made no reply to this speech, or as he con* 
^jdercd it at the moment, common-place harangue j but 
whilst listening to it, the following beautiful lines of 
Shakespeare recurred to his recollection :.... 
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■^ * I hope I shall be able to profit hy your coutisel, Sh 
**'said he, on the old gentleman'* pauaing....' And now, 
making, as he spoke, a movenieni towards the door, ' 
must bid yoa adieu for the present.' 

* Well, if you must go, you must,' cried Signer Bntbtf 
rino ; ' but not that way, if you please,' beckuning; bin 
from the door towards which he had gone, to another o 
the opposite side of the room, and which as he spolce, h 
Sung open. Osmond involuntarily glanced within tfas 
apartment thus displayed to his view j hut scarcely h*" 
he done ao, ere he started back in unutterable amaze 
ment, with a most a doubt of his being a wake.... almost 
a belief of his eyes having deceived him... .a belief that 
perhaps the reader will not be surprised at his being ii^ 
clined to yield to, when informed that they rested on hiil 
parents and his sister. 

After a short and affecting pause.. ..ajfec ling, from ti 
feelings to which it was owing, and during which, with 
tmth it might be s ' ' 



^^1^1 



■ forth i[ hii eyei hia ipiriil wildly petp'd.... 



^^1 



Aril I really awake V he demanded, ' or do ray secst 
iceive me ," 

' Oh, my son !* now burst from the labouring boaol 
of Munro, as he iidvaticed from the arm of the sofi 
against which he had been leaning, and on Which K 
wife and daughter, trembling with agitatioti, were seatei 
Osmond heard no more.. ..He rushed forward into tfc 
extended arms of his father....He passed from them ii 
to his mother's and sister's. 

Oh, moment of ecstacy !' cried Munro, as he behel 

icir mingling tears of joy, his own dropping at the sigl 

id his still ine countenance beaming with tbe gratiiui 

with which his heart was filled to Heaven....' Oh, m 

ment of ecstacy !' he repealed, on beholding his 800 ii 

iroved in every grace, in figure, in feature, 

lurj', what he already Vnew W viaa. m liw 

ijpJisliineiits, namely, aW vWt, \Vt loi** 
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father could detire, * how amply do ye recompence tne 
for p tsi sufferings !' 

* But tell rac, tell me,' said Osmond, in the scarce , 
audilile voice of strong em'itton, and suddenly disengag- 
ing himself IVom the embraces of his mother and sister, 

• lell me,' glancing from his father at Slgnor Barbarino, 

• how....by what means did that moat benevolent of men, 
for to him I clearly perceive we arc indelitcd for our 
present happiness, Uarn your situation, or become inte- 
rested in it H' 

' Asit nature,' replied Signor Barbarino, in an enn- 
phatic voice, and laying his band on hts bosom, while 
(ears rolled down hia furrowed cheelis. 

' Nature !' repeated Osmond, with encreasing emo- 
tion, and again a wildness in his looks, which were now 
entirely bent on the old gendeman....* Arc you then con- 
jiccted with us V 

' By the title of father,' returned Signor Barb&rino, 
approaching Mrs. Munro, and falling on her neck....' In 
your long suffering mother you behold my daughter, my 
only and beloved, though long discarded child....ia your 
family, the friends whom I came hither to seek, the 
friends, the relatives with whom 1 hope to pass the rem- 
nant of my days. JVIy sorrowing and repentant spirit 
has already been soothed by their kindness and forgive- 
ness ; and could I hope that the prejudice which past 
transnctions must have inspired yon with against mc 
would not be lasting, 1 slioutd ag.iiii feel happy, in con- 
sequence of their conduct.' 

* He must have a malignant disposition indeed,' cried 
Osmond, with all his wonted aoimation, ' whom repent- 
ance and atonement cannot soften.... The forgiving pa- 
rent of my mother, the friend... -the liberator of my fa- 
ther, is entitled to my warmest gratitude, my tendcreet 
affection. Either my feelings must greatly alter, or I 
do not know myself aright, if one of the most delight- 
ful studies of my life, will not be to evince, by actions, 
what 1 owe him.' 

Oh! thou,' cried Signor Barbarino, or aawt^iwiHi. 

Lture 8t>'Je him, Don A\phQi\s.o de'^e.^^s.e'i^'^-v?. t 

;) his eyes uplifted towards ftcav^a.,'' -wVfiNs^ 
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mittin;; ma to enjoy ihia happiness, hasi given i 
Lope my repentance is accepted by thee, for ever blcosl 
mid prosper this youth." Then turning towards O^J 
.SiondM./ By actions also,' he continued, ' will I endca> 
mur to prova the sincerity of my regard for you..jj 

Ifcnceforward ' 

. • O, my dear Sir,' interrupted Osmond impatienth 
i graGjiing his hand, ' in rescuing those I love frtrt^ 
cry.. ..in giving mc the power,' his thoughts suddeaH 
aiing to Oelacour, ' of saving the noblest heart tlij 
_Beaven tvcr cnsluined within a human breast, fro 
breaking, you have already done for rae all that I ( 
wish. O, Delacour .'....beloved Delacour !• in a tn 
spart of joy he cxcljimtd, ' is it then given me to heSfl 
^H]d|^ woimd, I 3goD:zcd myself by ioflicliug on JOB !' 



CHAP. XIX, 
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WHILST Osmond was answering the ea&ei 

iuqviiiies which his declaration relative to Delacour e 
cited, himself reslless, wretched and impatient, ordeH 
ed a cliaiae lo be got ready to take him from D,„ 
Some lime elapsed ere this order was obeyed, and jui 
as he was on the point of stepping into it, an old gentle* 
manadvancedfrom the inn, and entreated to be favourc^ 
with the vacant seat, having, he said, vainly tried through 
©ut the neighbourhood to procure another for himscIT 
and being under an indispensible engagement to set oul 
for London immediately. 

In the present state of his mind, Delacour could 3 

brook the thoughts of a companion ; lie dierefore lyttSi 

Uted a few minutes ere he Tcplied to this entreaty, irha 

■^•natural bt nevolcnce o£ Vv\s ivKgo^xuov^ ^«,\wn^"JorV" 

, he assented. 
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, Jfore, however, he could not prevail on liimsell' to do, 
Aa the carriage rolled off he informed the stranger he 
must excuse his not entering into conversation, being too 
indisposed at the moment to be equal to any exertion ; 
Aen closing his eyes, he leant back in a corner of it, and 
resigned himself to the agonizing reflections then pre- 
vailing in his mind- 
Absorbed in these, he neither remarked the length of 
way they travelled without stopping, nor the gradual ap- 
proachjof night, till roused from his reverie, by Ijcing ask- 
ed by the stranger whether he would not alight : upon 
which starting as if from a drrara, he looked about him. 
and found the chaise before a house, which a faint ray of 
light streaming from a window rendered just visible, 

* This is the stage at which wc are to put up for the 
night,' said tlie old gentleman ; ' we have had a long 
sitting, and it is time now that we should have some rt- 
frcshment.' 

Di^lacour, without making any reply to tliis observa- 
tion, mechanically alighted, and followed him into the 
house. They were ushered into a neat parlour, well 
lighted, and where a cheerful fire sent forth an animat- 
ing blaze. 

' This is comfortable indeed, cried the old gendeman, 
rubbing his hands with an air that proclaimed his really 
thinking so, ' All we now want is a good supper.... 
pray, Sir, may I ask what you would like to h.ivc V 

'Vou would oblige me, Sir,' returned Delacour, some- 
what impatiently, ' by not consulting me on the subject ; 
order what you please, and trust me I shall be satisfied.' 

' Well, Sir, I shall do as you wish,' slightly bowing, 
and ringing the bell. 

Delacour, pacing the room with disordered steps, and 
folded arms, heeded not who obeyed this summons, till 
again addressed by the old gentleman. 

* For a minute, Sir,' said he, ' may I request your at- 
tention ." 

Angry at being, as he conceived, teazed, Delacour 
caused, and was on the point of sa'y^'£i^'RtTO.>MK.t-«:Mafc 
" ' "' ■ "a jQipper with \vv'(0-'irtwa*CEw. '-— ^" 
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if speech was for an instant suspended, bylhcobj« 
bat tnet his gaze as he turned towards him. 
_, Elizabeth, pale, trembling, and evidendy agitated I 
■.dfgrce that rendered her scarcely able to supporthet 
\f, stood leaning against the side of the fireplucci 
"* Gracious Heaven !' at length he exclaimed, but s' 
ardtug her with wildoess, ' do not my senses deccivl 
! do I see aright, or has my imagination, disurden 
jf trouble, raised up this vision, to add to my tortures' 
. EUzabeih, widi a faint smile, but without spcakini 
.bitcoded her hand to him, and the old gentleman 
stanUy vanished from the room. 

Instead of accepting her proffered hand, howe^ 
Delacour iuvolunlarily retreated a few paces further fro 
her. 

- ' Elizabeth,' he cried, after regarding her for aDodi|i 
Diintite in silence, and with still greater wildaess, ' ei 
pluin the meaning of all this I Why, why do I see yoi 
here ^....why with that countenance, after what has hajt 
peued ? Surely it is not possible you could wish to wi 
ncss the anguish you have inflicted V 

'Oh, Delacour ! now burst from the quivering lips ■ 
Elizabeth ; then after a momentary pause, ' you wi 
soon be cOQvinccd that I merit no reproaches from you.^ 
no doubt of my tenderness: yes, when youlcamthfl 
! hand you once thought worth your acceptance,) 
11 at my own disposal.' 

' Not married !' interrupted Delacour, eagerly i 
^-^roachlng her, then again involuntarily recoiling wit 
a look of iucredulit) ,.,.' Oh, Elizabeth ! after whqit 

heard ' 

' I am still, notwithstanding, yout'a,' she rettuitcd 
;ith quickness, the paleness of her cheek giving nla( 

' a glowing blush....' That.. ..that is ' licsitautig' 

,., lie, and wiih something like a smile of archticsi 
^provided I have no reason to believe you do do4 
to be so..' 

Wish ! repented Delacour with vehemence, aitd | 

imger nttempting to remtlhe 'un^jiUe of his fedtngVa 

'~'iah ," snatching het to V\a Wm,^. as^i wi&K«ii^>WB<' 

ic Bjinutea in siku«....'T-e\ *\a w»Bayi\\v& ■ 



■ '*pri 



IrRi wish. 



^.^jllwish. But am I indeed to belicv* taf present 
happiness real ^...ain I indeed to believe you single, und 
BtiU indined to render nie the most blest of men i Nay, 
dearest Elizabeth,' observing her counteniince Io^ver a 
little at these words, ' pardon rac. Only reflect on the 
Biidden transition 1 have experienced from despair to 
hope, and you will not.... can not, I am certain, wonder 
ihmt 1 should doubt the reality of the change.... Ho w> 
how, if it be real, can I reconcile to mjrsclf the conduct 
of your brother. ...the cruel... .the agonizing deception he 
practised on me V 

^ He is at hand, to account fur that himself,' replied 
Elizabeth i ' and when you have heard him, you will, I 
atn codbced, acknowledge that instead of being a cruel, 
it was^Tindone.'' 

Ere Delacour could give utterance to the impatience 
he felt to see Osmond, for the purpose of receiving fro^i 
him this desired explanation, the door opened, and Os- 
mond made his appearance, his countenance beaming 
with the transports of his soul. 

' Oh, Delacour!' hastily advancing towards him, and 
eagerly taking his hand, he exclaimed, ' as I shared in 
your sorrow, so do I now participate in your joy. In 
again having the happiness ot looking forward to being 
connected with you by other ties than those of friendship, 
I find myself recompensed for many a sad. and agonizing 
fceur.' 

Then entreating the greatly agitated Dtlacour to en- 
deavour to covnpose hiinsdf, he biicfiy related the cir- 
cumstances already known to the reader, and which, 
as Elizabeth had predicted, Delacour could not hear 
Without acknowledging that his conduct towards him 
had been (he very reverse of unkind. , 

' And will Don Alphonso, indeed,' cried Delacour, 
in an anxious tune, and with an emotion that recalled to 
his cheek the colour which illness and sutl'ering had 
biillished from it, ' will he indeed be generous enouch 
to wave the pretensions he has so just a right to lor m foe 

Kizabeth, in favour of a peranu w'ao V'sa WsXift^'^'^ 
iriWa goods to endow htrwUVV 
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Ob, vhat a qtication !' cried OBmond. * 
>uld be his honour, his justice, his geacrosi^, if | 
BiUtcd for ao instant tulfilliog her father's promise | 
her to you.. ..you whoso disinterestedly seleeCa 
..- your btitle, when there was but little prospect ol 
ine ever smiling on her. Oh, Dclacour! trust me. 
Alphonso....But his actions will better speak for 
than lean. Let the knowledge of his having been 
companion hither, and this being Heathwood, disa- ' 
ite all your doubts, if indeed you have any on the sub- 
t In pursuance of his wishes to carry into effect a 
[c plot lie contrived as soon as he learot you were ati 
for the purpose of heightening your suipriso^lj 
isisted my own to terminate immediately youE unh^4 

Don Alphonso my companion from D ,* cried | 

acour, in accents indicative of the greatest surprise, 
P«nd this Heathwood!' then after the pause of a mj- 
:....' Well, I acknowledge,' with all his wonted anima- ' 
I, * my happiness is more perfect for having been a 
e delayed.' 

Munio, his wife, and Don Alphonso, now entered ; 

le scene that ensued may easier be conceived than de. 

:ribed,i..Eufiice it to say, that on the transported Dela- 

turning to the latter, after having paid his com- 

Iments to the two former, the old gentleman taking him 

the hand and affectionately pressing it....' Your pre- 

icc,' said he, ' was all that was wanting to render 

lompleai the happiness of this day. A few hours ago, 

^^ind I imagined I could not think more highly of the 

V^Bacrifice my granddaughter intended making for her 

ents than 1 then did ; but since I have seen you, J 

a't say,' smiling a little archly, ' conversed with VOiJ, . 

ind her merit in agreeing to that sacriHce was Kye^ ■ 

_rcaterthan I at first thought.' 

Delacour attempted but in v^n to make a suitable t 
ay lo tlus speech, so full was his heart at the i 
bis looks, however, were eloquently expressive of « 



l^felt. 



MSUK Nium viio^ V^gF%« Y«a 



t parqr, itey'aajournetl to anblhcr room, where aa 
^int supper was luitl out for ihcin. On the clotli being 
pved) and the servants withtirawn, a general expla> 
bn took placL-. 

pier having for a considerable period, but in vain, 

^(vouredto derive happiness from the gratification oF 

PTanily, and stifle, in thehurr\-of dissipation, the 

__ ice of nature and of conscience, which incessantly re- 

" jiroachedhlm for his conduct to his daughter ; a daughter 

who never but in one instance had given him the sm^lleat 

cause for displeasure, a lingering fit of illness brought 

I t^i'^^i Don Alphonso proceeded to inform his attentive 

Duditors, to a proper way of thinking. 

' II w:is then,' he continued, ' when stretched as I 
. ^imagined upon a death-bed, that reflection regained its 
I HORted empire over me, and in the bitterness of the re- 
I Bioree it excited, I vowed to make all the atonement in 

•jy power for my past conduct. 
I ' This vow, as soon as I recovered, would have oc- 

casioned mc to set out for this kingdom ; but that a veiy 
oonsideralile part of my property was vested in the hancb 
•fa person in NapUs.' 

He then entered into a minute detail of the adventure 
wliich brought him and Ostnond acquainted, and of the 
mannerinwhichhehaddiscoveredhis being his grandson. 
' Nothing but a fear of the knowledge,' proceeded 
Don Alphonso, ' of our connexion causing such a re- 
straint in his manner, as might prevent my ascertaining 
wjiethcr or not his disposition was what appearancea 
proclaimed It to be, and which I was most anxious for 
doing, withheld me from discovering myself to him, oa 
learning who he was. 

' My solicitude on this head satisfied, he should then 
have known our affinity ; but that, like a whimsical old 
man, perhaps you will say, I became desirous of height- 
ening, as much as possible, the surprise I was aware the 
cammunication of it would give him, and accordingly 
decided on delaying it till my arrival here; but with 
""iculiy did I persevere in this resoVuttQ^.— "fl\'^ ^'^- 
"W6car fjlling on his nec^t, atiA t!JK\n,%\i«(v« 
I, as was often the c^e, m tVe coiixw. «''^'* 
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yersation, he mentioned his parents, and by 1ialf*ui 
'sentences gave me too cleaity to understand (he sn 
^ith whicn hia heart was racked uboat them. 

* The agitation which I experienced oa altghtii 
fbis place, in consequence of knowing 1 was then i 
.>icinily of those whom I so longed, yet dreaded, b 
horn the prejudice, I naturally supposed they enlei 
fd against me, was so violent, as to induce me to i* 
mine on posiponing the discovery I had to make ti 
^morning, tvlien I trusted I should be sufiiciently 
'posed to set about it in the manner I wished ; nil 
Cotdingly, therefore, suffered the companion of my 
aey to leave me, witliout giving him a hint of the 
■with which my bosom laboured. 

' Juat as 1 was on the point of rising this moroiii 
nerry valet (but with a countenance at the momen 
cave him no right to the appellation) entered my c 
Oer. Hastily, and with alarm, I enquired what had 
pened to make him look so pale and melancholy 
lie in reply very briefly informed me, that he am 
learnt from a person in the inn, with whom he hi 
tered into conversation about the family of his m 
^fyotir being,' glancing at Munro, ' in confinei 

V , for debt. 

' I will not,' continued Don Alphonso, ' dwcU 
•scene that followed this information ; suffice it 
that Host no time in discovering myself to die 1 
and warm-hearted IVlBctalla, and setting about 
largemcnt of those he was so interested about,' 

In reply to Osmond's enquiry, as to the mj 
which this was accounted for to them, Don Alp 
aaid that lie had sent a letter to his father, merel; 
ing that hia release was efl'ecisd by the interposit 
an old Spanish friend of Mrs. Munro's, wbt* wai 
impatiently waiting at the ion to embrace her W 
family. 

' On the scene that here again took place ^h 

met, I shall no more dwell,' criad Don Alphonso, 

I did on the one that preceded it. From y 

>'Ri)dhe loo'Ked a\t,etivaA£\v,%'n!^^v$ 

Kioti, ttt Osmond aM 0«Awm'«>^ \l 
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ooBvinced, picture to yourselves «hat that must have 
ktto, which taolc place bclwi;en a penitent father and i 
forgiving daughter.. ...a long sepnrHled parent and child. 
Oh, at the moment in which my enfeebled arms dgaiD 
enfolded her.. ..in which I again strained her to die 
heart from which 1 had so long strove to banish her, I 
feh compensated for years of suffering ; yet at the same 
thfte convinced that I merited not only these, but yean 
of BUflTering to come, for having for such a period re- 
maned inexorable to the voice of nature : but the Al- 
mighty is more merciful to man, than man is often to his 
kindred being.... in his sight the tear of repenliince drops 
»ot in vain, nor is the sighing of the contrite heart disre- 
garded. 

' Atthe very moment in wlilch you made your appCar- 
tatx,' resumed Don Alphonso, after a short pause ad- 
dressing his grandson, ' we were on the point of dis- 
[ratcliing a messenger to Heathwood in quest of you, 
some little alarm being excited in our minds by your de- 
lay in joining us.' 

As ioon as the emotions awakened by the above nar- 
rative were a litde calmed, Osmond gave a brief account 
of an that had occurred in his recent visit to the scenes of 
his youth ; and Delacour then satisfied the curiosity of 
his friends, by acquainting them with the circumstance 
that occasioned his returning home so much soOner than 
was espected. 

Munro also stated, that, for being able to accommo- 
date them so immediately at Heathwood, he was indebt- 
ed to Farmer Stubbs, who, as soon as the transports he 
experienced at the happy revolution in his affairs had a 
litde subsided, busied himself to get it in order for thcit 
reception. 

TTie period fixed for the nuptials of Elizabeth with Sir 
James was yet four days off, and till its arrival it was de- 
cided, though not without some deliberation, and many 
arguments //ra and L'cn, that in order to render stitl more 
severe his merited disappointment, and that of his base 
coadjutor, no intelligence of what haik ^Ti^fcti iIaQNJv&.^ate 
dispatched to Ckngary, from which, ow'vn^Mi CftcxaojiR^ 
jif Eiizabeth, they did not till then ei'pec.^.Xo ^e. M'.'S *^ 
'Sutsince the ivcdding-day ol ttt-j ^MiAivo.^'W^ 



fan, - yu» .(*» tw.ief mutW? 
alreaJy owe you.' 

' Well, I perceive you have no oMectioo to mjl] 
aal,' resumed Don Alpbonso....' Misa Munro* | 
etill jocosely to Ills granddaughter, ' it now rests, Vll 
to say, whether or not it shall be carried into eflect 

Elj7.abeth blushed, and bent her eyes. 

'Silent!' rejoined her grandfather....' Well^ 
Uclacour, I have beard it said, that when ladiea 
ivithouc regard to certain questions, there ift i ' 
for despair.' 

* I trust not, in ihe present instance. Sir,' criea 
cour, 'since I candidly confess, after being so near 1 
my lilizabeth, I shall not be able to divest myself of t| 
and apprehensions, till I know she is positively,^ 
still, notwithstanding this, I know not, invalid uu 
and he glanced at his wounded arm, ' how to.... J 

* Plead your own cause,' interrupted Osiaow^ 

* Exactly so,* said Delacour, ' and therefore ti]i] 
treat. ' 

* Others to do so for you, since too modest a fe 
Uling a little ironically, ' to be able to do so \^ 
TWcU, I am much mistaken,' said Munro, ^ 

j^ooks to Delacour, ' if the very circunwt| 
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■peak Tor Elizabeth, and say, thai she acquiesces in the 
wishes of all here present.' 

The scene closed by ita being positively settled, that 
■n the day which was to have given her to Sir James, she 
■- and Dc-lacour should be united. 

I The intervening period was chiefly devoted by the fa- 

mily to making arrangements relative to their future 
node of living. The fortune of Don Alphonso was no- 
' ble, and it was decided that a residence suitable to it 
' should immediately be souglit for in some pleasant part 
I of the kitigdom; and that on obtaining it, Heattiwood 
should be given up to Farmer Stubbs, hs a reward for 
liis fidelity and affection to its ptesent possessors. 

Of all hia family, Osmond now only breathed the sigfe 
of regret ; neither present gaiety, nor anticipations of fu- 
ture promised splendour, nor expected change of scene, 
could for a moment detach his thoughts from the fair 
Cordelia, or weaken the anguish widi which hedwelt on 
the disappoiutment of his hopes concerning her. Almost 
persuaded that to subdue his passion was beyond his 
power, there were limes when he had it in contempla- 
tion to make his father acquainted with it, and entreat 
bis interference with Lord O'Sinisier ; still, however, he 
was withheld from this measure, by the consideration oE 
the rancorous hatred his Lordship bore him, the little 
likelihood, therefore, there was of his being prevailed oa 
to acquiesce in his wishes, and the probability Oiere was 
of exciting the resentment and indignation of hisfaiher^ 
should he express an inclination to be allied to a man^ 
who had meditated the dishonour of his lamily. 

Relative to the adventures on the coniinent. in which 
be had been engaged with Lord O'Sinistcr, he nit-ant to 
^naintain an iiifltsihle silence, lest, otherwise, if he touch- 
^^^ttl^ion them, he should be unable to conceal the feelings 
^^^Wi which they had inspired him, and by the revealing 
^^^K which, the full enormity of his Lordship's conduce 
^^fewards him must be betrayed, which the consideratioa 
of his being the father. fCurdclia rendered him most un- 
willing it should be ; as also the, at prcsetit^ MwW-^Yi ^^^^^^s* 
h^is owu mind, 

much disturbed at ih'ia ct'tiia, to \ii ^^'^ 
UdL 
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tiinea to participate, as he wished ia tl)c hftppineg^ 
his friends, he contrived pretexts for withdrawuig bill 
self from them, and plunging amidst the 

■ GlimnKiing ihiile) and lympMbciic glooiM* 

of Firgrove, where he could uninterruptedly dwell oa 
the idea so precious to his heart : but even the melui^ 
choly pleasure be derived from cherishing this ide« wa| 
BOt always unalloyed. Convinced tliat in indulging i 
passion lie had every reason to believe hopeless, he t»< 
guilty of a weakness highly censurahie, the reproachM 
he incessantly, as well as involuntarily, made himself o 
the suiij^ct, embittered the delight he had In reflecting o 
Cordelia: stilli however, notwithstanding these r» 
proaches, he could not, or rather he would not, make al 
effort to tear her from his heart. 

The morning previous to ^at fixed for their marri^ 
be was surprised by his sister and Delacour, in opc c 
his lonely haunts at Firgrove. 

' Upon my word,' cried Delacour, the moment h 
perceived him, shaking his head, and affecting a graM 
look, ' this looks suspicious !' 

* What ?' demanded Osmond hastily. 

' Why, this passion for solitude. Come, my t 
fellow, make your sister and me your contidants, fa| 
ihough no longer experiencing the pangs of hopeJe« 
love, we can nevertheless sympathise with those wlu 
do,' 

' I make no doubt you can j but,' a little pettishly 
' notwithstanding, I shall not tax either the sympathy a 
one or the other. 

' Well, what is now rejected may yet perhaps be ■ 
cited, for though you have not all the marks of Rot 
luid's uncle upon you, whereby to know a man Jn lov^ 

iet still 1 cannot help suspecting that the little blind dei^ 
as not been entirely idle with regard to yoiu* i 

' Indeed ! and pray may I ask what has given UrUt H 
such a suepicion f 

' Why, first, your being at a time of life when HU a 
funl for a man to be in iQVft.-.Aet'^tvdV'} , cert 
^^ffpCBB ia your nutuiiut""*'!^ O^wi^iiv ^<»~ 
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predilection for golitudc I shaU bood begin to dtamifie 
these shades nwrow}y, in expectation of finding ' od« 
apon hawthorns, and elegies on brambles,' dei^'ing the 
DRine of some rural fair aneu..But come,' changing his 
. * to drop a subject which I sec does not please 
^ know that your sister's motive and mine for com- 
'b quest of you, was to communicate some intclli- 
e which I have received by express from my aunt^. 
i will not, perhaps, surprise you to hear that Lord 
<ySinisteT is dead; but il Avill, perhaps, to hear he died 
penitent.' 

* Dead!.. ..Lord O'Sinislcr dead!' cried Osmond, im 
the greatest emotion, and involuntarily recoiling a fei7 
paces.... ^ And his ' 

* His family,' resumed Delacour, on his pausing, 
' have already returned from the continent... .they are 
now with my aunt.' 

' And does she mention any particulars concerning 
tbem i' asked, or rather faltered out Osmond. 

' A few. Amongst other things, she informs me the 
death of Lord Q'Sinister was owing to an aifair of ho- 
nour wiih Colonel C , the officer whose wife be se- 
duced some years ago, and who, on discovering the in- 
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he had received from him, took a vow never to rest 



oil he had revenged the same. To this vow was owing 
lus Lordship's precipitate departure from England, and 
hja travelling incog on the continent, under false pre- 
texts ; hut, notwithstanding the various stratagems he 
lud recourse to for eluding it, vengeance at length over- 
took hi<n ; Colonel C. ....... traced him to Naples, not- 
withstanding the circuitous way in which he pursued his 
journey thither, hia frequent stoppages on the road, and 
travelling under a fictitious name. At the first shot, his 
avenging band laid him low. The wound was imme- 
dintely pronounced mortal j nevertheless the unhappy 
man Uved two days after receiving it, during which he 
manifested the greatest contrition for his past oflfencea, 
and endeavoured to prove the sincerity of this contri- 
tion, by the manner in which he arranged fcs ^■mcww 
■on^st those to whom he concewci te^aWlvott, "i.v' 
fc mm I wat rajikcd.H.be bet^ueaOae:^ iok ^ viiso. ~ 
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late to what he was the means of my father's Ios'idku 
but which bequest, I trust every one who knows t 
will do mc justice lo beheve, was not requisite to c 
tain my forgtveuess when 1 heard of his repentance 3 

IF if repentance satisfies Heaven, as we are assured it ■ 
KB, how much more should it satisfy erring man !..- 
at I am a bad hand at grave reflections, or sage re- 
tries,' continued Delacour, laughing, as if at hiroaelf; 
BiJEce il, therefore, to say, that to have heard of his 
brdship's regret for his misdeeds, would have been 
fficient of itself to have made me obliterate them (rottt 
y remembrance.' 

' Good God !' enclaimed Osmond to himaelf.„.* sure- 
ly, surely if Lord O'Sioister wished in his last rDOmenis 
to make reparation to all whom he had injured, I could 

Kt have been forgotten by him.' I 

This idea made him look earnestly in the countenatm I 
Delacour ; but to his infinite mortification he read \ 
^ing there, calculated to confirm it, and his heart im> 
idiately sunl:. 
Making an eifort, however, to conceal what was pass- 
f in his mind, he asked, with forced composure, 
whether Lady O'Sioister and her daughter were soon 
expected in the neighbourhood i 

' Yes," said Delacour, with seeming carelessness, turn- 
ing from Elizabeth, with whom he was conversing, ' the 
iBptials of Miss Athelstone are to be solemnized the.™.* 
T* The nuptials of Miss Athelstone !' with ditficul^ re- 
bted Osmond, and changing colour. 
' Yes, like your obedient servant, she is now on. the I 
ty eve of matrimony.' j 

* On the very eve of matrimony !' again repeated Os* ] 
bnd, staggering back a few pates, and catching hold of 1 
iree for support. 
"'The imelligence seems to affect you,' said Driacour. 

* Ye.«..9, with surprise,' stammered out Osmond ; re- 
lAIectiog himself....' I...,I can't help being a little fttil 

irified that her marriage should take place so i 

' t deathofherfather.' 
' ' Jji in pursuance otKia \^VaUe.s' xeVuo«d 1 
t wJJIed away her hand, a»\.Kv*Y»»j,'vtt\a»l*«fc*« 
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mams, And exacted a promise from her to fultil th« co- 
esigcinent he fonncd tor ^r as soon as the arrived in 
Englana.* 

* Aod pray, pray, may I ask,' said Osmond, tn ■ 
voice sc»ce articulate, and trembling between hope and 
fear, ' who, who the persoa is to whom he has bequcuth* 
ed so pi«cious a gift V 

' 1 really catinuc tell you,' answered Dclacour ; ' biit i 
whoever he is, he is certaioly an eviable being, for ahe la 
notooty a very fine, but a very amiable girl." 
. ' And^..anJ,' atiil more earnestly, more anzioualy, 
enquired the agitated Osmond, * is she perfectly satisfi- 
ed with her father's election for her ?' 

* O, perfectly, 1 understand from my aunt. She says 
tsh« is convinced it will be a love match on both sides.' 

* A love match!' repeated Osmond to himself; ' and 
hut afew weeks ago permitting rae to hope I never cotrid 
be forgo tten....O woman Hruman !' striking his lore head, 

* false, deceitful wom«n !' then recollecting himself again, 
and now more anxious than ever, from a motive of pride, 
to conceal his unhappy attachment, he was precipitately 
4}uilting the «pat, when Udacour prevented him t^ 
notching his arm. 

* Nay, my dear fellow, you mii^t not leave us,' said 
he, * for since so near that magnilicient mansion,' glanc- 
ing at the Hall, which thi;y were now within sight of, 

* we mean to view the interior of it.' 

' £xcuae me,' cried Osmond, endeavouring to disen- 
gage his arm....* Some other time ' 

•-indeed I cannot,* returned Deiacour. ' If you per- 
sist in leaving us, the suspicion I have just alluded to 
will not be wealtened, 1 assure you.' 

' Well, lead on,' said Osmond, endeavouring, but in 
vain, to smooth his ruffled brow, ' and I will follow you.' 

They accordingly proceeded to the house. On enter- 
ing the hall, the house- keeper was summoned i she knew 
Elizabeth, and on conducting the party up stairs into a 
spacious gallery, leftthem, saying she was certain It must 
be more agreeable to them to view the aparttaeuis b^ 
" I, tbaa yitfcher for ith^ ' '- ' - 
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^Ml ^ The gallery in whkh she left them was lined wi4 
^Kjinily portraits. Over thc&e the ey« of Osmond ^ 
^K^lcssly wandered, till at length, it became fired, by i 
^F.denly discovering the picture of Miss Alhelaton 
, highly- finished hkeneaa, representing her m all the ; 
of youth and beauty. 

Osmond immediately became rooted to the spot. 
I J 'What a heavenly portrait!' observed Elizabetl 
inning on the arm of Delacour she also stoppei 
view it. ' Certainly this tniiet be some bright vis'ia 
his imagination, which the painter has here embo* 
,for I never saw any creature in real life, so exquii 
beautiful.' 

' You are mistaken, I assure you,' cried Delacour.»J 
Is the portrait of Aliss Athelstone, and when you' 
: Osmond see her, I make no doubt you will concur ' 
me in opinion, that the artist has not done her more 

' More than justice !' repeated Osmond emphatie 
and again throw n off his guard, by the emotions thi 
lemblance of the fair Coideha awakened in his b« 
..,.' oh, how impossible for pen or pencil to do her ju) 
And yet so lovely Is the portrait, that, in the i 
.Shakespeare, I cannot forbear exclaiming.... 

_. ' Wbal demigiHl 

Hith cone to out creiiioo f mote ihcK tyt*. 

Or wbciher riding on thrbtlli of miH. 

Seem ihey in moiion ? Htr« jit levcr'd fipt 

Ptrtcd wiih lugir.brtith . iciwteDbtr 

Sbould lundrr luch iwwi fticndj i htif, in h*f Klir, 

Tht p.mier pl.y. the ipidtr. ..id huh wovto 

A gnldJo mtih i- cnrip ihc h«rii of men. 



' Come, come,' cried Delacour, moving forward 
Uizabetii, ' you seem quite fascinated by that pic 
If you lake my advice, my dear fellow, you will g^| 
ferger on tt, smcc the original is engaged.' 



you will g^i 



TUB DISCARDED SOU. SH 

* I believe you are right,* said Osmond, afl^ciing to 
laugh, anil tearing himself, but not willioul a liogcriDg 
look, from the spot ; * to continue to do so any longer 
might perhaps be attended with dnn^erouB const^quenccs*' 

Delacour and Elizabeth turned into an apartnicnt off 

: the galkry, Osmond followed their steps, and wat 

advancing after them through it to an opposite door, at 

I which they went out, when he became suddenly rivetted 

110 the floor, by beholding Litdy O'Sinister and h«f 
daughter on a sofa, at no great dii.tance from the one by 
which he hnd entered, 

Sui prise for an instant took from him the power of 

\ thinking, as well aa of moving. The plot which had been 

contrived to heighten that of Oelacour, then recurred to 

his recollection, and, like him, he began to think he had 

been deceived in the present instance. 

' But should I be mistaken,' he cried to himself, the 
flush of suddenly revived hope yielding to the paleness of 
ap pre lien si on. 

Suspense was not endurable... .his anxiety to terminate 
it restored him to the use of his faculties; he eagerly ap- 
proached die ladies, whfi had risen the moment they 
caught his eye. Lady O'Sinister'a hand was extended to 
him ; he caught it, and raised it to his lips, his looks, 
however, at the same moment wandering towards her 
daughter, who half meeting, half shunning his glance, 
prevented him alike from either hoping or despairing, 
and whose eyes at the moment, like 

■ThcdewY-iUTotcvtDiDg.ihonclaKiri.' 

* I see,' sJid her Ladyship, in a voice which proclaim- 
«d her in no little emotion at the moment, ' that your 
Jriend succeeded in imposing on vou, relative to us.' 

* Imposing !' repeated Osmond.,..' Oh Madam, am I 
then to discredit what he told me i' 

' Why, not absolutely.' returned Lady O'Sinister, 
licsilating a litde, and half smiling, ' for he doubilesa 
told you my daugiiter was engaged.' 

' He did,' said Osmond, in accents scarce vsuti^^'Mx.* 
[ <>.* Well, in Idling you so, he otA^ Wi\4 '^Q'a '^VaJ. "«« 
^^Ki for she is engaged.,..Ycs,' »!iAjat 'iwi ■^»>**^^^ 
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•g'UMin^ pause of : 



;, during which hertyes were 



f xed uj<on the varying counicnnnce of the trembliak^ 
[ Osmond, * she is engnged... .engaged to him whom^Xl 
I WystU selected for her.... to him whose modest wor^^ 
, ^rliose virtues, whose fortitude, render him deserving 



Then turning to her blushing daughter, she toot ^ 
Iwnd, and joining it with ih.tt of Osmond....' 'fake b 
[ IUunra,'5he continued, pressingtheiruiiited liandsfor 
I fetatant between her'a....' In thus joining yonr hands, 1 fi 
I fil the dying commands of ray Lord, and accomplish i 
J iVHVn wishes.... May Heaven shower its choisest gifts up 
k ^u, and long continue you a blessing to others, as w 
[ W to each other.' 

t^ Then drop|ung their hands, she covered her face wi 

^"^r handkevchiel", and hastily retired from the room- 

fl Tlie transported Osmond continued for some time i 

irahe withdrew, in thai state in which Bassanio deactj 

i himself on receiving from the gende Portia an atw 

c -of being his. 

' Mi^'XiV'' iHTebncTi me ofail ward,,,. 
Oaly my blood ipeiki to youin my vciiu i 



y loiTKihini, belnj; blent logclher, 
iriid ofooihirg, Hit oi joy 



The scene that ensued between him and his fair m 
we shall pass over in ^lence. 

After an hour had ehtpscd Lady O'Sinistcr retunM 
id Miss Athelstone at her motion withdrawing, she pi 
seeded to explain to Osniond some particulara eHc dea 
ed it accessary he should know. 

Her Lord, truly penitent in his last moments, she sal 
far all the injuries he had done him, as well as thoM 
bad meditated ag-.iinsi his &mily, had, after givmc I 
ifix comeot to his union with his daughter, willed hi 

"/uafortUDC, in caselwDolot^cwislMd fart 



kbad : 
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For concealing himself from his knowledge at Ace* 
rmza, and during the perilous adventures that succeeded 
iheir departure ihence, apprehension ut his having dis- 
covered his conduct towards his sister, was his motive j 
and for slandering him in such a way to the Duke 
1 D'Amalfi, as made that nobleman anicious to gel rid of 
'I him, his dread of his succeeding in his efforts to disco- 
■I ver hk daughter should he he allowed to remain in Nai- 

I • And now,' added she, ' this I trust is the last time 
I ha errors will ever be recalled to recollection ; the sin- 

(Cere contrition he felt, and atonement he made for them, 
having, I humbly trust, espiated them in the sight of 
Heaven, nnd equally so I hope in the eyes of the world ; 
for, as the Poet saya....' He who by repcniance is not 
t satisfied, is not of heaven or earth.'....] shall no longer 
I dwell on the painful subject, than merely to oliserve, hia 
' fate aifordan striking proof of the fatal consequences that 

I result from letting p«ssion have entire dominion over us. 
Had he early endeavoured to curb his unhappy propen- 
sities, he might now, in all probability, have been in the ' 
full enjoyment of life, surrounded by admiring friends^ 
and rejoicing in the prospect of hia child's happiness.* 
I A flood of tears lor a few momenta impeded the ut- 

terance of Lady O'Sinistcr. On recovering, she pro-r 
eeeded to inform the sympathizing Osmond that she had 
arrived the preceding day at Firgrove, where, in conse- 
quence of an express she bad sent to her, she was met 
by Mrs. Dunbar, her old and most intimate friend. By 
her house-keeper, she added, she had been inlormed of 
aJl that had lately happened ai Heathwood, and by her 
had a private message delivered to Delacour and Os- 
mond's father, announcing her arrival, and desiring to 
sec them immediately. ' In this interview,' she pro- 
ceeded, ' I fully explained to your father all that was re- 
quisite for him to know ; and learning that your sister 
was to be married to morrow, was induced to consent ta 
my Cordeha's becoming a bride at the same time.' 

' Words arc inadequate,' said the enraIJt^McA.O^™■'^'*^;_ 

KiclfuJJ^ kissing her hand, ' to do jMSUce. W) -Ctvc ^rwS^ 
with ip6ic/i your goodness, m \\iW\ns^»\\W' "" 



_ tenla< 
^_ He 

- Ukev 
quire 
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in every other, h»s insptred n>e ; but it shaU be ]nj4 
Stady to evince, by my actions, my sense of it. I knotf 1 
Boi, however, how 1 shall be able to forgive Delacoar, F 
for beeping me so long in ignoratice of the happiocW | 
that was in store for me.' *^ 

' Nay, it was not his fault, I assure you, lliat you dm 
sooner learn it; but my agitation was so great yea 
tenlay, I felt quite unequal to seeing you then.' 
- Her Ladyship then proceeded to inform him that ber V 
"^ "' ;r, Mr. Bcerscroft, had accompanied lier to Scot> 

and that she had prevailed on Osmond's famih 
talie up their residence with her at Firgrove, till they h 
succeeded in obtaining such a habitation as they r 
quired. She completed his joy, by further stating,-1 
just before her departure from Naples, she had t 
' sasure of meeting his Acerenza friends, happy as their i 
entitled ihem to be. and determined on visitinc 
Britain the ensuing Spring, for the purpose of 
convincing htn), neither time nor absence had occasion- i 
ed any change in their sentiments for him. ■ J 

Lady O'Sinister's conference with him over, she led | 
the way to a magnificent saloon, where, besides his fair , 
mistress, Delacour and his sister, he found the rest of 
his friends from Heathwood, and Mr. Beerscroft. To 
this gentleman he was immediately introduced t^ 
her Ladyship, as his destined nephew ; after which he , 
rHceived the congratulations of all present on hta unei^ 
Ifectcd happiness. 
'■ An animated conversation then took place, tilt tW 
party separated to dress for dinner. In the dresstnf. 
room appropriated to his use, Osmond found MactaU'' 
impatiently expecting him. * 

'By St. Benedict,' exclaimed he, in an exulting ti 
as he closed the door to prevent his being overheat 
• one may well say now it never rains but it pours j wl 
•ould have thought of such changes ! Poor sinner 
peace be to his soul j they say he died a true pcniti 
and so let him rest for me : and now, your honoor, to 
you know of a little surprise of my own.' 
" * Well, what was it i' asked Osmond, as he bewail 
^lay himself about his loilette. 
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\y nottiing nore or less tban my popping t^xni lit* 
»ca here' 
■ Bianca !' repeated Osmond. 

* Yes, the granddaughter of the old men who sent us 
to the villa ol the Duke D'Amalti, die night you disco* 
vened Dan AJphonso in the bam.' 

* O, DOW 1 recollect,' said Osmond. 

* Well, your honour, the old mim died shortly aftet 
ihat^ and his death leaving poor little Bianca destitute, 
«He was forced to look out for a service. As good luck 
would have it. Miss Athelstonc wanted a waiting-womaa 
just at that time ; and hearing of Bianca from a person 
bcloaging to the villa to which his Lordship, her father, 
removed her from "'Japles, to bu out of your way, sh« 
hirtid her, and has brought her over with her j and tra* 
vdliog hiia not by any means, I assure you, disagreed 
with her ; she looks prettier than ever, and if your ho> 
ftour has no objection to having a married man in your 
service, I think 1 shall be tempted to try my fortune with 
her.' 

* By all means ; if you really love the pretty Bianca, 
aad think she returns your regard, and is worthy of pos- 
sessing it, delay not asking her hand ; and assure your- 
self nothing in my power shall be wanting to contribute 
lo your felicity. Providence has wrought a wonclerhil 
change in m}- situation, and the best way in which 1 can 
erince my gratitude for that change, is by endeavour- 
ing to promote the happiness of my fellow-creatures. 
1 Racily embrace this opportunity of informing you, that 
your happiness is one of my first considerations. From 
the light in which your faithful services have made me 
regard you, I should always, did 1 consult my own 
wishes, desire to retain you with me ; but if you think, 
when married, you can be happier in a residence ol your 
own, have no hesitation in telling me, since whatever it 
most likely to contribute to your felicity, will ultimately 
be most pleasing to me.* 

* Happier elsewhere than with you !' cried Mactalla, 
tuft broken voiije, ' no, no, and if Mist Bianca is not con- 
JMC lo remain in hei- present situation, she may retaia 
B^Knoenc BBJoe for me.' 



^f«S6 
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the BubjectO 
it mav. voa ^ 



Welt, my good fellow, consult her on the 
and rely on it, let your decision be what it may, yoa 
shall be rendered independant.' 

From the affecting demonstrations of poor Mactalh's 
ilitude he escaped as soon as possible and was speed)- 
cjoincd by the rest of the party. The remainder of 
day was chiefly spent in pleasing conversation, and 
following morning, at nine o'clock. Miss Aihelstl 
and Osmond, and Delacour and Elizabeth, were ui 
in the chapel of Firgrove ; the former was given « 
by her uncle, and the latter by her father. The dot 
ceremony over. Lady O'Sinister, who, on this joyful i 
Cuion, had exchanged her rube of sahle for a plain ' 
■one, conducted by Mr. Munro, led the way to the i 
kcnt in which breakfast was laid out, and which, fi 
heau^, was perfectly calculated for a nuptial 

:Dt ; it was fitted up in imitation of the winter 
house mentioned in the Tader, and of which the 
[lowing is a description. 

The area wis a hundred paces long, fifty broad, and 

if thirty feet high. The wall, toward the North, vat 

solid 3tone. On the South side, andat both the end*, 

trie rose but three feet from the ground, e*- 

;pting the pilasters, placed at convenient distances, to 

rengthen and beautify the building ) the iDtcri&cdiaie 

Spaces were tilled up with large sashes, of the strangest 

and most transparent glass... .The middle sash, whkh 

was wider than any of the others, served for the pubSe. 

entrance, to which you mounted by six easy steps, and 

lescended on the inside by as many more. This bhut 

id opened with greater ease, kept die wind out better, 

id was at the same time more uniform than folding 

In the middle of the roof there ran a ceiling, thirty ii 
broad from one end to the other ; this was enlivened tj 
a masterly pencil, with all the variety of rural scencR m 
prospects, which he had peopled with the whole tribe d 
sylvan deities. Their characters and their stones were ■ 
well expressed, that the whole seemed a collection ol'^ 
3he most beautifui fables of the ancient poeti,, transbtf 
colours. The reUHoing spaces of the ruof, bin fn^ 
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Hjpidi side of the ceiling, were of the clearest glass, t* 
IK in the sky and clouds from above. TJie builJing 
pointed full East and West, so that you might enjoy th* 
sUu while he was above the horizon. His rays were im- 
proved through the glass, and jroii received through it 
what was desirable in a winter sky, without the coarse 
alloy of the seasons. The greens and flowers sccnaed 
sensible of this benefit; they flourished and looked cheeiv 
fill, as in the Spring, while their fellow- creatures ahroad 
were starved to death: a very moderate expence of fire, 
over and above the contributions received from the sun, 
served to keep this large room in a due temperature, it 
being sheltered from the cold winds by a hill on the 
North, and a wood on the li^ast. 

There went through the whole length of the floor a 
spacious walk of the finest gravel, made to unite and 
bind so firmly, that it seemed one continued stone, with 
this advantage, that it was easier to the feet, and better 
for walking, than if it was what it seemed to he. At 
each end of the walk, on the one and on the other side 
of it, lay a square plat of grass, of the finest turf and 
brightest verjure. What ground remained on botli 
sides, between these liule smooth fields of green, was 
Sagged with large quarries of while marblei where thft 
Uue veins traced out such a variety of irregular wind- 
ings through the clear surface, that these bright plains 
seemed full of rivulets and streaming mean<ler3. This, 
to the eye that delighted in simplicity, was inexpressibly 
more beautiful than the chequered floors, which arc ia 
goQcral so much admired. Upon the right and upoi> 
ihe left, along the gravel walk, were ranged interchange- 
ably, the bay, the myrtle, the orange, and the lemon- 
trees, intermixed wiUi pamted hfiliies, silver firs, and 
pyramids of yew, all so disposed, that every tree receiv- 
ed an additional beauty from its situation ; besides the 
harmony that rose from the dispositiou of the whole, n« 
shade cut too strongly, or broke in harshly on the other, 
but the eye was cheered with a mild, rather than a gor- 
geous diversity of greens. 

The borders of the four grass pints were ; 
with poiB of flowers, those dellcucics oiv\aWire 
Vol. II. E e 
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:atc two senses at once, and leave such delightful 
I tie impreBsions on the brahi, that they may berect 
of equal force, with the Boftest airs of muaic towi 
loolhing our tempera. In ihe eeuler of every plat 
'ii statue ; the figures made choice of were a Venus, 
' Adonis, a Diana, and an Apollo, such txcellem 
,'^9 raised (he same delight that woold have been dnti 
im ibe sight of the ancient originals. 
'J he North wmII would have been but a tiresome w; 
the eye, if it had not been diversified with the 
IVely ornaments suitable to the place. To this intent _ 
■ge sum was expended, to lead over arches from a 1 
iighhouring hill, a plentiful store of spring-water, 
which a beautiful Naiad, placed aa high as possible in 
the center of the wall, poured Irom out an um. This, 
by a fall of above twenty feet, made a most delightful 
cascade into a bason, that opened wide within the mar- 
ble floor at that side. At a reasonable distance on either 
hand the cascade, the wall was hollowed into two spread- 
ing scallops, each of which received a couch of green 
velvet, and formed at the same time a canopy over them. 
Nest to them were two large aviaries, Uliewisc let inro ' 
ifae stone ; these were succeeded by two grottoes, set off 
With all the pleasmg rudeness of shells and moss, ihk) 
iggcd stones, imitating in miniature, rocks and preci- ( 
ices, the most dreadful and gigantic worts of nature. 
•After the grottoes were two niches, the one inhabited liv 
rea, with hersickle and sheaf of wheal ; and the other 
Pomona, who, wiUi a. countenance full of good cheer, 
d out of her horn a bounteous Autumn of fruits. ' 
,aBt of all came two colonies of bees, whose stations be- . 
East and Wist, the one was saluted by the rising, 
the other by the setting aun. These, ail of them bei 
placed al proper intervals, furnished out the whole leni 
if the wall ; the spaces tliat laj' between were pain] 
rj-cieo, by the same hand that enriched the ceiliftg. 
In this delightful spot, which it whs scarcely poBSil 
ithout fetlirg the spirits revived, andasi 
iplacency diffused over the mhid i not tu be wootli 
when 'tis conaidered that here the music ol (oL 
waters, the symphony of birds, the gentle humniiiff. 
bees, (Jic breath of HowerB^Ww fea'i'vvsva.^'it^ «»f " ' ' 
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HPPhilpture, in a word, the hcfttities anil chai-ms of na- 
me and of art, courted all the facul ties, rclVcshed the 
fibies of the brain, and sinaothad i:very avenue of 
thought ; it was here that the yoimg bridal folks received 
the first congratulations of their I'ricnds on their mar- 
riage.... a marriage which their mutual love bid fair to 
render productive n ' all the happintss iliey merited, 

• Obippy love, where lote like tKii i) raand; 

O hcin-feli ripiurci, bliii bfyond comp«rc, 
I've ptced much ihii weiry atrial leuoii. 

And Sigc £tf<'itiiit bidi me ihit declire.... 
IE hcivco a draughi of heiventy pleiiure ipirc, 

Qiiecordiil in ihi» raelincl.oly ».!e, 
*Ti) when t youthiul, loving, maded piir 

In olher'i irmi, bieiihe out ihe under Ule, 

Beaeaih tlie milk, white Lhqra ihaticenii Uie tv'ning gale. 

Previous to this happy day Don Alphonso had made 
^ disposition of his property, and given to each of hia 
grand- chitclren a fortune suitaGle to theii; birth. 

Soon after breakfast the grateful heart of Miinro led 
Ixim back lo his late residence at Heathwood, for the 
purpose of putting Stuhbs in possession of it. He had 
appointed tlie honest rustic and his wife, but without 
hinting to them why, to meet him there, and was accom- 
panied, at bis particular request, by his father-in-law, his 
son, Delacour, and Mr. Beerscroft. 

Leading the way into the parlour, he motioned Stubbs 
and his dame, who received him in the hall, to foflow. 
On their obeying, he look the farmer by the hand. 

' Farmer,* said he, * 'tis at length given me to evince, 
by something more than words, the gratitude I owe you. 
The friends by whom we arc; now surrounded knov/ the 
cbligatious I am under to you; they know that many of the 
sorrowful hours I latterly passed beneath this roof, were 
divested of their bitterness through jour means ; that for 
any little comfort either I or mine lately enjoyed, we 
were solely, indebted to your kindness. Henceforward 
consider this house as your's ; and not only it, but all 
within and appertaining to it, for ever. I give it to you, 
la the full persuasion that it will still, as heretofore, a f- 
'™~' " a refuge to the houseless child of want ; that 
IDer times, its gate vf ill readily o^n to tfe,t '. 
he wajr-faring. Nese ssity , \ V.tvQ'K , diXx^i "i^^ 
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il ycmr ratnily inm j'oui but that exists 
Ikct them wiiltout dcby, ind let the evening of' 
r* he ipent in the enmincat of thxi domestic fed. 
•rhich lite intliutrv, hnnett), and benevolence tltti 
Iguished their morning %o juitlv eaiiile you^.Mi 
"Ujtt,* (uinina from the uionuhcd farmer to his eausi 
miihed wi^, and prraeoting herlih hand,* 1 thoo 
tsm rrifscU verj' rcmisti, if 1 did not also arajl myM 
tbii omxtrtunity to thank you for the kind uicni' 
jf faffliU' and 1 rrceit ed frotn )ou. Long, Iod^* t 
h the mugh and lun-huritt hands of the hoaesi r 
1 I'rcMicig tltcoi fi>r H few minutCB between hii, ' 

K.* w ilh fcnrciir he addul, ' may yon and yoat hm 
^ id he ap^rcd to each other ; hand in hand may ) c d 
ftLti iniQ the vale of life loQctlicr ; may you lite tu ■ 
your (hil<frcr.a' childnn rejoicing around you ; and trhl 
tram t'lli trorld translated to a bctUr, may a nue as vil 
luous o» youracVen attend you to your lail recepuclc'. 
'Uicn drrpping their haous, he rushed from the root 
fecrpbvrcr^d by emotion. 

K* Aintii!*«.u:bimcd Don Alphonao to vhat be I 
^ksaid, IjUI in a voice scarce ariicuUte, and dropping 
Jh fett a ri:h and heavy purse. 
E No.1, r.oa,' cried the sobbing farmer, insiagtiy n 
, aad following bJm j ' noa, nua, trying to force 
Itim :' tfyou do not all wish to break my heart ou 
[tit hy yoiir kindness, you'll tukc this back. 
Hay* said Osmond, interposing, * you must not r 
I tny grani!f:tther; he mcann tliat purse to defray 
tcnccs of a houicwarmin^, which we must haTe he 
)Oo as your cliiUren :nnvc.' ■ 
ITes,' rejoined Dclacour, * and I beRpcak the hand i 
r daiigluer for thr first dance ; so say no more on*l 
subject, farir.cr, but do jou and your dame,' slapping hii 
on the shoulder, ' make haate aiiO smarten yourselvcsi 
come down to the Hall, for I assure j-ou, we shall uIeb 
much nmiss if the healths of the brides :it least uv ~ 
drank there by you.' 

* Well, wcll,iritmiistbc,'said Stubbs,hetivii»ad 
I, indicative of the (vAn':«oiVvi\«:»TVj *«A?fi \l»«_^^ 
the sure, 1 can't V^c\p tKwVw^^cvs^-^A'm jkteji 
t party now tiuitwA *« ^wsast^** 
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impatient lo rejoin ihcir lovely bnilcs, aiitl ihc other gen- 
tlemen convinced thiit clll left tu tlicmsclvca, ihu honest, 
couple would not be able ly regain nay degree of com- 
posure. 

A sui-prise of a very unexpected nature awaited thojr- 
return to the Hall. Muiiro'n bst letter to Glengary, an* 
Bouncing the hoppy revolution in his circumslancca, an^i 
£liznbetli'B conactpient rejection of Sir Jatncs, reached it 
too laic, owing to an accidnnt his mcasengcr met with on 
the road, to prevent his step-dume iVom sending the 
housekeeper to Ili:;ithwo<>d, lo make preparations for tho: 
return ot its owners, according to a promise she had 
made to thiit effect, in consequence of her wishing to do 
•omcthing likely to lessen Elizabeth's prejudice toiler, 
with whom, from the moment she looked lorward to her 
becoming the wife of the Buronet, her Bclfish jtolicy madQ 
her anxious to stand well. 

Mrs. M'Tullough, or more properly Mrs. O'Grady, 
having, about this lime, given herself a right to the latter 
appeltiition, by acceptlnjf the hand of Sir Patrick Duo- 
boyne's valet, of whom ihe united attractions of her per- 
son and purse, both ofii weighty description, had inadft 
a compleat conquest, could nit have l^en sent upon S 
more agreeable errand, since affording her an oppottuni- 
ty of again seeing Munro, to whom uiid hi« family &ha 
was sincerely attached. 

She was accompanied from Glcng.iry by her husband* 
partly to please biinaelf, and partly It is master, Sir Pat- 
rick, then confined there by a severe fit of the gout, ansl 
whose solicitude for intelligence of his nephew made 
him anxious to send some one t'> !iim, on whose account 
be could depend, and also old Andrew, in order that he. 
might have the pleasure of clapping bis ccn once mors 
UDon his young master, as he still persisted in calling the 
iliieardcd heir of (ilengary. 

At the Utile inn in the vUli^ic, where they ihougbt 
proper to uligbi, these good folks heard of tiic happ/' 
chunge which had taken jriacc in the fortunes of Munro,, 
and the inarri.ige of hia non and daughter. Instead^ 
~" " [jof proceeding lo his rccttrt W*\i\VJcCwOTVj <^« 
At to the Hall i awd w A-iVi^i.';^ «A *" 
Ee2 
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send your family from you, but that exists Ko longer^, 
^lllect ihem without delay, and let the evening of yoitf 

lys be spent in the enjoyment of thai domestic fehci^, 
which the industry, honesty, and benevolence that dis* 
tinguished their morning so justly cniide you.... Mrs. 
Stuljbs,' turning from the astonished farmer to his equally 
astonished wife, and presenting hcrliis hand, ' I should 
deem myself very remiss, if I did not also avail myself 
of tiiia opportunity to thank you for the kind aitentiouj 
my family and I received from ) ou. Long, long,' uni 
ing the rough and sun-burnt hands of the honest rustii 
and pressing them for a few minutes between his, ' lon,^ 
long,* with fervour he added, ' may you and your hu»> 
band he spared lo each other ; hand in hand may yc de* 
scend iuto the rule of life together ; may you live to » 
your chiltfrena* children rejoititig around jou ; and whl 
from this world translated to a better, may a race as vl 
luous as yourselves attend 3'ou to your last receptacle'., 
^'ben drcpping their hantls, hs rushed from the 
■"'- rpowercd by emotion. 

Amtc!' tKclnimcd Don Alphonso to what he had 
: said, but in avoice scarce articulate, and dropping at 
llieir feet a rich and heavy purse. 

* Noa, r.oii,' cried the sobbing farmer, instandy pidcin^ 
it up, and foilowing him ; ' noa, noa, trying to force ic^ 
upon L:m : ' if you do not all wish to break my heart ( 
i ight by your kindness, you'll take this back. 

'Nay, said Osmond, interposing, ' you must not 
fuse my grandfather ; he means that purse to defray 
cxpencea of a housewarming, which we must have hi 
as soon as your children lil rive.' ■ 

' Yes,' rejoined Delacour, ' and I bespeak the hand 
your daughter for the first dance ; so say no more on t 
subject, farmer, but do you and your dame,' slapping hi 
on the shoulder, ' make haste and smarten yourselves 
come down to the Hall, for I assure you, we shall take 
much amiss if the healtha of the brides al least 
drank there by you.' 

' Well, wcU, if it must be,' said Stubbs, heaving a del 
sigh, indicative of the fulness of his heart,' why it m 
but to be sure, I can't help thinking mysdf in » dm 
The party now quv«,ed t^e Wawifec" 
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inpatient to rejoin their lovely brides, awUtie other gen- 
tlemen coDvinccd that till left to themselves, the honest 
couple would not be able to regain nny degree of coni- 

I pusure. 

I A surprise of a very unexpected nature awaited their 

1 return to the Hall. Muuro's lastletterto Glcngary, an- 
nouncing the happy revolution in his circumstances, anil 
Elizabeth's conaequeot rejection of Sir Jamej, reached it 
too laie, owing to an accidant hia messenger met with oil 
i the road, to prevent his step-datne from sending the 
"I housekeeper to Heitthwood, to make preparations for the- 
>i return of its owners, according to ii promise she had 

fmade to that effect, in consequence of her wishing lo do 
something Ukely to lessen Elizabeth's prejudice to her, 
with whom, from the moment she looked torwanl to hci- 
' ; becoming the wife of the Baronet, her selfish policy made 
' I her anxious to stand well. 

I Mrs. M'Tullough, or more properly Mrs. O'Grady, 
: having, about this time, given herself a right to the latter 
' appellation, by accepting the hand of Sii- Patrick Dun- 
' boyne's valet, of whom the united attractions of her per- 
* son and purac, both of a weighty description, had made 
1 a compleat conquest, could not have been sent upon a 
more agreeable errand, since affording her an opportuni- 
t ^of again seeing Munro, to whom and his family she 
t was sincerely attached. 

[ She was accompanied from Glengary by her husband, 
I partly to please himself, and partly li is master. Sir Pat- 
rick, then coniined there by a severe tit of the gout, and 
L whose solicitude for intelligence of his nephew made 
I lum atixious to send some one to him, on whose account 
' Ik could depend, and also old Andrew, in order that he 
f mig^t have the pleasure of clapping his een once more 
upon his young master, as he still persisted in calling the 
discarded heir of dengary. 

At the little inn in the village, where they thought 

proper to alight, these good folks hsard of tiie happy 

change which had taken jjiace in the fortunes of IVIunro, 

and the marriage of his son and daughter. Instead, 

I ^lerefore, of proceeding to his recent habitation, they 

■3^^*^ straight to the Hall ; and so deUghted did tK^<f 
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ihe removal of the cloth, ' you would favour lu, perhaps, 
with im account of your advtnturcs, for to be sure, Mn 
Mac, seeing you have hccn abroad so long, yuu must 
know many wonderful things.' 

* That 1 do,' cried Mactalla, drawing himself up with 
nn air of importance, and a smile of infinite iiatis faction, 

* and will with plcaBure, Mr. Stubbs, give you all the 
information you wish. To begin ihen....but Mr. O'Gra- 
d^', the bottle stands with you -, by St. Benedict, and St. 
Patriclc too, if you don't push it about more briskly, but 
I shall be tempted to bchcve you imposed upon ray g;ood 
aunt here, when you told her you were an Irishman. 
Well, Mr. Smbba,' he resumed, after filtlng his glass, 

* Eia I was about telling you, I and my master left the 
casdc of Acerenza, and a famous fioe castle it Is, one 
lovely line morning i but with truth 1 may say, as you'll 
allow, by and bye, when yuu have heard all I have got 
to tell you, 'tis not always a day that opens well that cnda 
well , miiiiy a bright morning h^s been succeeded by a 
cloudy night, and many a cloudy night by a bright morn- 
jng,....Buc to go on with my story, without circumlocu- 
tion, as they say in my country. The first place we came 
to after quitting the castle was a village, but would you 
believe it, the devil a soul was living in it ! no, by the 
Powers, for they were all murdered alive one night, and 
buried in the middle of it....but stay, 1 forget to tell you, 
there was another in company with us ; but if we were 
Ttot hampered by ha^'i^g such » spalpeen with us, 'tis no 
maUcr.' 

' Thai's a darling,' cried IMrs. O'Cirady, ' I sec yxm 
itarn't forgot your Irish.' 

' By St. Benedict, no ; I kept it in store till my i«- 
tum: but come, I can travel no further without another 
glass of wine, and to give it a zest, I'll give you a bit of 
U t03S(....MHy the new marticd couiilea above have cadi 
a lining Ukcnsss of thcmsdves before this time twclvc- 
numtb, nnd may somebotly,' ghncing at Bianca, * tliat 
shall be uAmelcas, be shortly as happy as they are-* 

■ Ah r cxibimcd old Andrew, as he wiped awav tlw, 
I will) which joy iiuiluse<\Vii& e.'^j'i*^'' N'a\y»x«.». "s** 
heel. Mr. Mac, aud v^i^ iw^ '^"^ '"^''^^ ^^"^ "^"^ 
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tl )-our riniil)' from tnu, ttiit thii tr'u 
Ikcl thrill wiilioul iJrliiv, and Itt ■)' 

* Ik- ■peiir in th« enl >vrtn-m of (hut : 
ilhJob llii- IndiiKUv.li.-in'.Hi-, , snrl l„ ., 



« pmiuiluitii} lu tliMik yiiu tut Itit: Lmil n 

itnily Htiil I received from >o(U Louff, (oog,' unfl 

le rcjuffh atnl ■nm-^iirri Iinnd* of ihe tumnt r "'" 
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fill iinniliitcd U) u bi-llcr, may % r\ 
% mrend vuu to jour Inl rti. 
Ins their liaml*, lie ruihed fVom a 
1 bv rmotiiin. 
Licblnicd Don Alplionia to what ha t 
in n tnicv unircc ai ikulutr, iu»l dropjTlBgd 
ch mill I'.ravy nurir. 

,' crlril ihe *obbln({ rurmer, itiaUntly picUl 
Hum ma hlin t ' nun, nun, (ryiiig (o foroe I 
if ynii ijijnotoll niih tobroitk mvlwartM 
ir \>y vftur kiiiilncn*, you'll take thta back. 
■' * »niJ t-J/tmond, Inttrj'cslng, ' you muat n . 

Rrnmirailit-r i \\c mtbiii iltiit piiric to tUfray 4 

mm uf a liuut) wnrminf^, wliich wv niuftt hjiva h ' 

■m II* your cliililrtii in rive.' ■ 

'(■,' nJ'iliKd DiliKour, 'and I bcupcak ihcltai 

daii);lu'. r lor tli(^ Tint dunce i au miy no iiii 

|ccl, fanner, bin do yuti uiiil your diime,* il^ 

he itliuuUler, * mnkc haute imd mnartotl ) 

le iluwn In ihf lltitl, for I a«iiire vou, w« M 

iti iimi» \i ihn haiillhn ol' ibo bndca nt !«■ 

ik Ihcrr bv vmi.' 

lYVcIl, w(ll,U Umu%tbc>nid Stubba.t 

iiidlcaiivu of ihe Vu\ttc« <AV«\w«rt^ -^ 

be sure, I t5n't.\«\\'«v\i\^'''TO*«')w*\ 

party now t\\«tttAl.\ve Wwa***! 
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impatient to rejoin their lovely brifles, ami the other gen- 
tlemen convinced that till left to ilicmsdvcs, the honest 
couple would not be able to regain miy di-'grcc of com- 

A suiprisc of a very unexpected nature awaited their 
return to the Hall. Muuro'ii last letter to Glongary, an* 
Douncing iho huppy revolution in his circuniHtanccij, anil 
Ehzabetli's conscqueut rejection of Sir James, reached it 
too lute, owing to an accident his messenger met with oil 
Hk road, (o prevent his step-dame from sending the 
housekeeper to IIi^athwoDd, to make prep:ir.ition3 for thf 
return of its owners, according to a iironiise she had 
made to thnt effect, in consequence of ncr wishing to do 
something likely to lessen Elizabeth's pivjudice to her, 
with wiioni, from the moment she looked turward to her 
becoming the wife of the Daronet, her selfish {lollry ninde 
her anxious to stand well. 

Mrs. M'Tullough, or more [iroperly Mrs. O'Grady, 
having, about this time, given hcrsclfa right to the latter 
tippelbtion, by accepting the hand of Sir Patrick DuQ- 
boyne's valet, of whom the united aiiractions of her per- 
son and purse, both of a weighty ilcscription, had made 
a compleat conquest, cuuld not have been sent upon a 
more agreeable errand, since atTurding her an opportuai- 
, ^of again seeing Munro, to whom and his family &hc 
WW sincerely attached. 

She was .iccompanied from Cileng.iry by h:r husband, 
[psrtly to please himself, and partly bis master, Sir Pat- 
I rick, then confined there by a severe fit of the gout, and 
'whose eolicltude for intelligence of hi* nephew made 
fhim anxious to send some one to him, on whoKc account 
' 1m could depend, and also old Andrew, in order that he 
'jnlght have the pleasure of chpping his ten once more 
' ^>^ his young master, as he stdl persisted in calling tite 
'• Oicarded heir of Cilengary. 

' At the liidi: inn in the villigc, where they thought 
I jropcr to alight, these good follts hearJ of lite happy 
I Bbanzs which h*il iniiizn [rincc in the fortunes of Munro, 
^■Bil the uiurriage of bis son and daughter. Instead^ 
UjH^n'e, of proceediDK to hil reccvil W4.V^\X'\<\cm, 'Cci^') 
■EmiI eiraight to the liall ; antl a<^ •ie\\\^\\>^& &\^ ^<^ 

■L. 
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learat ihe happiness they there witnessed, and 

to remaio a short time speciators of it, 
idy O'Sinister JnTited them to remain till the cnai 
{y.-.-an invitation they joylully accepted. This led 
lotbt^r surprise. On tlic paity below assemblipg 
;r, which, in honour of the day, was scarcely in 
r to that which had hcei) served above, Mrs. O'G 
" ■ a little coQveraation with him, discovered^ 
actalla; the son of an only and beloved brother, i 
id quitted his native country, many years back, witj _ 
"icer belonging to the Irish brigades in France", and 
honi she had long, though vainly, been seeking ii 
Dce. Her happiness was unspeakable ; as to thfll 

.talla, the h.ippy change in tlie afFiiirs of his n 
imily rendered his, at the moment, scarcely capably 
iditioa. All the addition, however, it was capable 
,eived from the discovery of his near relationshb 
ditablc a. woman as appearance led him to belli 
tits. O'Grady, and the assurance she gave him of n 
ing him her heir, if not blessed with a family of 
I, having, previous to her marriage, stipulated t 
she should have her property at her own disposal. 

Inspiteof her joy, however, at discovering biro, B 
O'Grady could not help being vexed at the alteration I 
had taken place in the orthography of his name ; 
*iuickly ceased to be so, on Mactalla's assuring hcfj 
her speaking to bim on the subject, that in future 
should take care to spell it exactly as their ancient fafl 
(lid i and that it was not bis fault, neither the fault o^ 
father, that the alteration she so much disapprove 
lad taken place, but entirely owing to the ignoranfi 
'»hc Marchesa Morati, who, from never having ben 
Ireland, imd knowing nothing of the language, a 
knew how to spell or pronountc an Irish name propc 
■ We!!, well, my darling boy,' cried his overji 
auTii, n.g'in clasping bim in her urnis, n'hile tekrs o 
ran down her cheats, ' ao maiter, no matter, sine 
iytcigneis did nothing worse to j-ou than alter | 
same, 1 am satisfied.' 

* With the leave of the present good cotnpUiy/ 
ifarmcr Stubbs, who with liis dame luid heeniuvin 
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Ktnoval of the doth, 'you would favour U3,perh; _ 
'-with an account of your adventures, for to be sure, Mr. 
Mac, seeing you have been abroad so long, you must 
know many wonderful things.' 

' That I do,' cried MactaUa, drawing himself up with 
an air of importance, and a smile of iofinite natiafaction, 

* and will with pleasure, Mr. Stubbs, give you all the 
Informatjon you wish. To begin then,,.. but Mr. O'Gra- 
dy, the bottle stands with you ; by St. Benedict, and St. 
Patrick too, if you don't push it about more briskly, but 
I shall be tempted to beheve you imposed upon my good 
aunt here, when you told her you were an Irishman. 
Well, Mr. Stubbs,' he resumed, after filling his glass, 

* as I was about telling you, I and my master left the 
casde of Acerenza, and a famous fine castle it is, one 
lovely fine morning ; but widi truth I may say, as you'll 
allow, by and bye, when you have heard all I have got 
to tell you, 'tis not always a day that opens well that ends 
welt , many a bright moroing has been succeeded by a 
cloudy night, and many a cloudy night by a bright morn- 
ing..... But to go on with my stoiy, without circumlocu- 
tion, as they say in my country. The first place we came 
to after quitting the casde was a village, but would you , 
believe it, the devil a soul was living in it ! no, by the 
Powers, for they were all murdered alive one night, and 
buried in the middle of it.-. .but stay, I forget to tell you, 
there was another in company wiih us j but if we were 
not hampered by having such a spalpeen with us, 'tis no 
matter.' 

' That's a darling,' cried &Irs. O'Clrady, ' I see you 
i/avn't forgot your Irish.' 

' By St. Benedict, no ; I kept it in store till my re- 
turn : but come, I can travel no further without another 
gluss of wine, and to give it a zest, I'll give you a bit of 
a toast....May the new married couples above hiive each 
» living likeness of themselves bt fere this time twelve- 
month, and may somebody,' glancing at Bianca, ' (liat 
«h;ill be nameless, be shortly as ha]>py as they are.' 
' Ah !' csclaimed old Andrew, as he wiped away the 
with which joy suiFused his eyes, ' you are a can- 
lecl, Mr. Mac, and put mc iu vx\vA it \wj ■swo, 
fu' Ja^'s.' I 
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Well) now to proceed,' resumed Mactalla ; * all our 
ifortuocB were brought upon us by that devil ofa 
nch boy I just told vou about. He coulcln*! keep U^ 
li me and my moater, and so fearing we'd give hilB 
slip, he kept bellowing out every momenCi liVe 'a 
young bull, that he was going to be robbed. Talk of the 
ilcvii and he'll appear, used my grandmother Norah sa^, 
and by St. Patrick she said what was right, for the rob- 
bers did come at last. A great storm coming on to- 
wards night, I and my master took rc;fuge in a wood 1^ 
the road side ; and snug enough we thought ourseWes,- 
till the squalling of Monsieur discovered us to a gang oi 
about forty thieves, that had also taken shelter there. J 
placed myself between them and my master and the litllv 
boy, and ilioiigh only armed with a horse-whip, gave ;t, 
devil of a dressing to the forty rogues, notwithstanding'' 
the swords, and pistols, and carbines, with which they 
were arjned. I fought them a longtime, still crying, 
out to ray master, as [ laid about me, to have courage.* 
""[•What!' interrupted Farmer Stubbs, 'with only i 
pp were you able to fight and kill forty men, armed 
lEh swords and pistols !' 

* What, kill them alt ! no, no, with such odds against 
Iiim, that would have been nioru than Sampson himseU 
could have done. 1 think I did very well in fighting 
them all for an hour, and then laying fifteen of them low. 
Here a burst of laughter from honest Stubbs ag«tiri 
broke the thread of Mr. Mactalla's storj". 

' By the powers, but you have got into a merry hu- 
mour, Master Stubbs,' cried he, after viewing him som( 
minutes in silence } ' I should like to know what it i! 
has tickled your fancy so suddenly ; it can't be the tr* 
gical battle, I am sure, I iiiive been telling you of.' 

' Why, I'll tell you,' said Farmer Siufabs, as soon u 
he was again able to speak, which was not immedivtclyir 
' First, however,' (I'loking all round him,) * asking par- 
don of this good company tor interrupting you ; but ifC 
was to have been shot for it, 1 couldn't help laughing aE 
your story Mr. Mac, it so put me in mind of one 1 rei ' 
some yeiira ago, written by a man of the name of.b, 
J*/uiic/j«uscii ; ay, that -waart I VtwaV ■. trj ^\«%^'<}(»3an^ 
« JHce it as one cgq "w lo another, twft'j \'oiw.\6a«f\.'4w 






TBI DISCABDED SON. S45 ' 

' Lies !' repeated M' TuUough, rising from his seat ; 
•by the Powers, Mr. Siubba, but this is no i the lan- 
guage of a gentleman.' 

' Come, come,' cried old Andrew, interposing, ' deil 
take mc if there shall be any quarrelling on sic a happy 
day as this i come, Maister Stubbs, ye must beg Maister 
Mac's pardon, and then a' will gang vvecl again.' 

This Siubbs readily did, protesting he meant no of- 
fence. 

' No, to be sure,' rejoined Andrew, ' for he must be a 
cranLous churl, which I am 3;irtatn, from your sonsie 
looks, you are nor, Maister Stubbs, who could wish togi* 
of&nce to a peerson who was putting their inveention to 
the rack to afford them amusement, as Maister JMac has 
been kind enough to do for us.* 

Mactalla looked a littleastancc at this speech of old 
Andrew's; his natural good humour, however, soon got 
the better of all petulance, and to prove its ascendancy, he 
proposed singing some Italian airs, for the amusement of 
the company. Ills proposal was accepted ; and such was 
thel effect his quivering and shaking had upon his audi- 
tors, that in a litUe while several of them endeavoured to 
chime in with him, by each trying to adapt a song in their 
own langu.ige to the Italian air he favoured them with. 

Old Andrew chose.,..' Green grow the rushes, O;* 
Farmer Stubbs....' Chevy Chace ;' and Mr. O'Grady 
and his lady....' Ellen a Roon.' 

That the harmony their united exertions produced was 
of the most df lightful nature, we shall not pretend to as* 
sert i such as it was, however, they were perfectly satis- 
fied with it. 

Their vocal was at length interrupted by instrumental 
music from an adjoining hall, in which by the command 
of the lady of the mansion, an entertainment was pro- 
\idedfor the principal tenants, whilst the others were 
feasted at the inn in the village. 

The mortification ofWatkins on this occasion was 

fiueh as to induce him to seclude himself from every eye ; 

and shortly after resolve on t^yiittm^ a ';}ia.ce; ■v)Vt\'i\iv»( 

conduct lo a worthy man had rende^e4\».'n\\v»xe\'^vi 

7'he g-entlemen looked in upon l\vt\\av?"J tj^^^"^* 

and for a short time the brtdegtooTfts -KvYa^cQ. "«^ 
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dancers, of whom Mr. Mac, as he was generally stylcdt 
was ihc most conspicuous. As he had before cbarmed 
and amazed by hla singing, so did he now by his dan^ 
ing i but wiih such grand requisites as he was in poaaei* 
ttion of for dancing well, namely, a light heart and UgU 
heels, it was not surprislag he should excel in this accom* 
plishment. 

Most unwillingly did Mr. and Mrs. O'Grady and 
old Andrew set olf the next morning for Glengaiy 
Munro, however, determined ne^'er intentionally to gj» 
any one reason to complain of him, would not undersUQl 
the hints iliey threw out, of their readiness to exchangi 
his father's service for his. He did not, however, ]«! 
mit them to d'.-part without receiving substnnttal prool 
of the gratitude he felt tor their long and disinteresloi 
attachment lo him, neitherwithout a letter to Sir Patricli 
thanking him for the place he had allowed him to rctai 
in his remembrance ; and entreating him, as soon as b 
was sufficiently recovered to be able to travel, to favau: 
him with a visit, and, if agreeable, take up his residency 
in future with him. ^ 

Happy in the society of each other, the party at Fior 
grove neither wished nor thought of separating, wh« 
about a week after Munro and his family had become ii 
mates of it, an express arrived from Sir Patrick, to if 
form him of the sudden death of his faUier, just after th. 
old gentleman, in consequence of hearing of the changj 
that had taken pUce in his circumst;!Luces, had destfoyci 
a will made agreeably to the wishes of Mrs. Munro, aiU 
avowed a determination of being again on good termi 
with him. 

Upon tllis intelligence Munro lost no time in scttin] 
out for Glengary, accompanied by his son and soa-in-Uw| 
Their arrival so immediately after the decease of iulau 
owner, was neither expected, (Sir Patrick iiaving giv(^ 
her no intimation of the express he had dispatched Bl 
Heathwood) nor yet desired by the fair relict, as it pr& 
ventett the removal of certain valuables she had taken ai 
particular fancy to, and which, from conceiving employ 
mcDt the best antidote against sorrow, she had busiej 
herself in selecting and packing up, almo&t from itw G 
mcaC of her htisband'a de4t\\. 
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Compelled by the arrival of the heir to see these re- 
stored to their usual places, her rage and tnoriificaiioit 
knew no bounds, and in a paroxysm of passion she quit- 
ted the house, though informed by Munro, that out of 
respect to the memory of his father, he should make no 
objectioD to her remaining in it, till she had provided 
herself with a suitable residence elsewhere." 

We should here drop her entirely, but that we wiahi 
as far as is in our power, to prove that there are but 
few instances of vice not sooner or l^ter meeting with 
punishment in this life. From the neighbourhood of 
Glengary, to which she soon after bid a final adieu, con- 
vinced, from her perfect consciousness of the improprie- 
ty of her conduct, that in losing the title of its mistress, 
she had lost all that had ever obtained, or could obtain 
her the notice of its inhabitants, she repaired to Edin- 
burgh, where the property she was possessed of gave 
her such charms in the eyes of a professional gentleman 
there, as indut:ed him to solicit her hand, very shortly 
after they became acquainted, and which under the idea 
of his being deeply enamoured of her, and in possession 
of a handsome fortune, she had no great hesitation in 
bestotving on him. 

Scarce!)', however, was the nuptial knot tied, ere sha 
had convincing proofs of bemg mistaken in both suppo« 
sitions : regret and repentance followed the convic- 
tion. ...but a regret and repentance which neither excited 
sympathy, nor yet amended her own heart. 

Munro was too well remembered in the neighbourhood 
of Glengary for a general joy not to pervade it, at his 
succeeding to the inheritance of his forcfather3....i 
which, but for propriety, would have been publicly r 
fested, on his arriving to take possession. 

In about six weeks after the death of his father, he 
found himself comfortably setded widi his family 
dengarv. — Their arrival was welcomed bj" those rejoic- 
ings which decorum in the first instance hitd prohibited; 
nnd for which, his health and Mrs. Munro's being by this 
time pcrfecdy re-established, there was nothing to pre- 
vent their making suitable returns. But in doing this thcf 
did not confine iheir attentions ctltiveV\ vo litwiw Kw^vaw 
ble and wealthy neighbours; benfc'JoVcQC**^* -w^^ 
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, hospitality, again toolc up its abode at Glcngaiy _ 
^-Whilst thr jocund guest laughed o'er the sparkling boi*^'' 
WJO the richly omamenied saloon, and io the trophic4 
~ lialla, blazing with innumerable lights, youths and virgins 
led off the dance, the humbler apartments re-echoed with 
the voice of rustic mirth, and the grateful effusions of re- 
lieved distri ss ; in a word, the mansion became what it 
had formerly been.... 

H -> 'A refuge lo ihf oeighbonriog poM, 

^il, And miapi led xiiiy.* 

*^ His natural stock of pity, encreased by the aufferings 
he had himself undergone, his own experience of what 
it was to eat the bitter bread, and drink the baleful cup 
of misery, Munro never ntgiected an opportunity of ad- 
ministering to the wants of his fellow- creatures. On the 
contrary, he was eager in his search after objects of dis- 
tress, and was still aided in the luxury of doing good by 
his family. 

The residence of Don Alphonsowas fixed fjriife with 
his daughter. An elegant and extensive suit of apart- 
ments was appropriated to his use at Glengary, commu- 
nicating, by means of a spacious conservatory, lined 
with costly exotics, and at all times furni:ihiag a pleasant 
walk, with a small gothic building, containing a chapel, 
and apartments for a priest. 

Here also Sir Patrick, after a little struggle between 
pride and inclination, consented at kngth, at the earnest 
request of his nephew and niece,Tb pitch his tent, as 
long as poor Poulsalmgk remained at nurse. 

Delacour and Elizabeth, at the earnest request of iVlra. 
Dunbar, who having no nearer relative than him, avow* 
0(1 her intention of making him her heir, fixi*d their re- , 
sidence at Black Crag, Laily O'Sinister was svldoHl 
long absent from that or Glengary, losing, in (be coi 
templatioa of the happiness she beheld the inmates O 
each enjoying, the keen remembrance of past s 
and together with them uSbrcling a striking prooi^Uuil~ 
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